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AFTER the death of Locke, his papers, cor- 
respondence, and manuscripts, came into the 
possession of Sir Peter King, his near relation 

and sole executor. They consist of the origi- 
nals of many of his printed works, and of some 

which were never published; of his very ex- 
tensive correspondence with his friends, both 
in England and abroad ; of a journal which he 

kept during his travels in France and Holland ; 
of his common-place books ; and of many mis- 
cellaneous papers ; all of which have been pre- 
served in the same scrutoir in which they had 
been deposited by their author, and which was 
probably removed to this place in 1710. 

The works of Locke are universally known, 
but the individual himself is much less so; I 



have therefore thought that a more detailed ac- 

count of his life would contribute to increase, 
if possible, the fame of that truly great and 

good man. The  friends of freedom will ex- 

cuse the attempt, from the veneration they feel 
for the man, and for the cause which he de- 
fended; they will be anxio\ls to know more of 

one who so lnucll promoted the general im- 
provement of mankind; and they will learn 
with pleasure that his character was as pure 

and as exalted as his talents were great and 

useful. 

There are, ho\vc\rer, others who would fair1 
keep inankind in a state of perpetual pupil- 
age, who, carrying their favourite doctrine of 

passive obedience into all our spiritual as well 

as temporal concerns, wouid willingly deliver 

us over in absolute subjection, for the one to  

the rulers of the Church, and for the other to 

the rulers of the State. These inen cannot be 
expected to entertain any admiration for the 
champion of reason iind truth, nor from them 
can I hope for any approbation or favour in 
the present undertaking. 

I t  is impossible, after the lapse of one hun- 

dred and thirty years, to portray with accuracy 
those minute features of character which make 

biography often so interesting when sketched 
by the lland of contemporaries and friends. 

The most authentic account of Locke, which 

has hitherto been published, is to be found in 
the " Biblioth&que Choisie," of 171 6, \vri t ten 

by L e  Clerc, about twelve years after the 
death of his friend. In  the present attempt, 

the order of events, and in part also the narra- 

tive of L e  Clerc, has been followed; and I 
have endeavoured, from the letters and inemo- 

rials which still remain, to make Mr. Loclte, as 
far as possible, his own biographer. 

I t  is necessary to observe, respecting the 
arrangement of the materials, that .in general 

the letters are inserted according to their dates, 

but keeping each corresporldence separate ; the 

journal is irltroduced a t  that period of the au- 

thor's life when it w&s written; i t  exists in the 

form of small separate volumes for each year, 

from 1675 to 1658, and appears to have served 
the double purpose of a Journal and Common- 
place book, during his residence abroad ; con- 
tainiiig many dissertations evidently written 
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a t  the moment when the tlioughts occurred. 

Tlie reader will find the two first of these i;i 

their original place in the Journal, but ab the 

article on Study was extended to a great length, 

broken into many parts, and not brought to  

a coi~clusion without several interruptions, I 
thought i t  better to collect the whole together, 

and to place that, as well as all the remaining 
dissertations and opinions, at  the end of the 

Journal. 

The extracts from the Common-place Books; 

tlie Miscellaneous Papers ; a small part, as a 

specimen, of an unpublished work in defence 

of Nonconformity, and an epitome of his Essay 

on Human Understanding, drawn up by Locke 

himself, will be found at  the end of tlie Life. 

Without presuming to express any opinion of 

the merits of these writings, I may be excused 

for saying, that the excellent and highly-finish- 

ed article ERROR, in the Common-place Book, 

and that on ST~JDY in the Journal, are both 

worthy of Mr. Locke. 

I t  appears froin the character of the hand- 

writing in Mr. Locke's original sketches, that 

after )laving well <:oilsidered liis subject, lie was 

at once, without the least hesitation, to 

draw upon his own ample resources, and strik- 

ing out his work, as i t  were, at a heat, to write 

down his thoughts, cu).~e)lte culc~nlo, without 

diffi~lilty, liesitation, or impediment. Perhaps 

this decision of the author, proceeding from his 

habit of previous reflection, and from his de- 

votion to the cause of truth, gives to liis writ- 

ings tliat pectlliar spirit wliich distinguislles 

them. His works, intended for publication, 
had of course the adv:untage of revision and 
correction ; b l ~ t  as ln~a~iy of the following were 

ex teinporaneo~ls t l ~ o u g l ~  ts coininitted llastily to 

paper and never afterwards corrected, the reader 

will make allowance for any inacc~lracies that 

he may find in tliem, 

Some persons may tliink that too many, and 

others that too few of the letters have been 
publislied ; the great difficulty was to make a 

selection, and to sl~orv, ~vitllout fatigning the 

reader, the interest ~vliich nras felt by Alr. Locke 

on so rnany different questions, the versatility 

of his genios, aiid the variety of his occupa- 

tions. Of the letters from different correspon- 
dents follnd amongst MI.. Locke'r papers, tlle 



whole of those from Sir Isaac Newton, and the 

greater part of those from Lord Shaftesbury 

and Lord Peterborough are now printed. Of 

the remainder, nearly one hundred are from 

Limborch ; perhaps double that number from 

Monsieur Toinard, containing the scientific 

news of Paris from 1679 for several years fol- 

lowing ; many from L e  Clerc ; from R1. Guene- 

lon, of Amsterdam; froin Lord Ashley, after- 

wards the third Earl of Shaftesbury ; from Mr. 

Tyrrel and Dr. Thomas, Mr. Clark of Chip- 

stead, to whom the Thoughts on Education 

were addressed ; and from A. Collins, &c. &c., 
amounting altogether to some thousands in 

nuinber. The desire of keeping this publica- 

tion within reasonable bou~lds, has prevented 

the publication of more than a very few of 

these letters. 

Ockham, April 24th,  IS.'!). 

JOHN ~ J ~ ~ l < ~ :  was born at Wrington, ill 
Somersetshire, A. 11. 1632 ; his father, Mr. J. 
Locke, who was descended from the Lockes 
of Charton Court, in Dorsetshire, possessed a 
moderate landed property at Pensfold and Del- 
luton, where he lived. H e  was a Captain in 
the Parliamentary army during the Civil Wars, 
and his fortune suffered so considerably in 
those times, that he left a smaller estate to his 
son than he himself had inherited. 

John Locke was the eldest of' two sons, and 
was educated with great care by his father, of 
whom lie always spoke with the greatest re- 
spect and affection. 111  tlie early part of his 
life, his father exacted the lltmost respect from 
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his son, but gradually treated him with less 
and less reserve, and, when growtl up, lived 
with him on terms of the most entire friend- 
ship ; so much so, that Locke mentioiietli the 
fact of his father having expressed his regret 
for giving way to his anger, and striking him 
once in his childhood, when he did not deserve 
it. I n  a letter to a friend, written in the latter 
part of his life, Locke thus expresses himself 
on the conduct of a father towards his son : 
66  That which I have often blamed as an in- 
discreet and dangerous practice in many fathers, 
viz. to be very indulgent to their children 
whilst they are little, and as they come to ripe 
years to lay great restraint upon them, and 
live with greater reserve towards them, which 
usually produces an ill understanding between 
father and son, which canrlot but be of bad 
consequences ; and I think fathers would ge- 
nerally do better, as their sons grow up, to take 
them into a nearer familiarity, and live with 
thern with as much freedom and friendship as 
their age and temper will allow." The follow- 
ing letter from 1,ocke to his father, which is 
without a date, but must have been written 
before 1660, shows the feeling of tenderness 
and affection which subsisted between them. 
I t  was probably found by Locke amongst his 

father's papers, and thus came again into his 
possession. 

" RlOST DEAR A N D  EVER-LOVING Ir'ATHEll, 

"1  did not doubt but that the noise of a 
very dangerous sicl<ness here would reach you, 
but I aln alarrned with a more dangerous disease 
from Pensford, and were I as secure of your 
health as (I thank God) I am of my own, I 
should not think myself in danger ; but I can- 
not be safe so long as I hear of your weakness, 
and that increase of your malady upon you, 
which 1 beg that Y O U  would, by the timely ap- 
plication of remedies, endeavour to reino\*e 
Dr. l ieary has more t l~an  once put a stop to 
its encroachment; the sarne skill, the same 
means, the same God to bless you, is left still. 
D o  not, I beseech you, by that care you ought 
to have of yourself, by that tenderness I am 
sure you have of us, neglect your own, and our 
safety too; do not, by a too pressing care for 
your c*llildren, endanger the only colnfort they 
have left. I cannot distrust that Providence 
which hath cond~cted us thus far, and if either 
your disappointments or necessities shall re- 
duce us to narrower conditions than you could 
wish, content shall enlarge i t  ; therefore, let not 
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these thoughts distress you. Tliere is nothing 
that I have which can be so well employed as 
to his use, from whom I first received it ; and if 
your convenience cap leave me nothing else, I 
sliall have s head, and hr:~lds, and industry still 
left me, which alone have beer1 able to raise 
sufficient fortunes. Pray, Sir, therefore, make 
your life as comfortable and lasting as you can ; 
let not any consideration of us cast you into 
the least despondency. If I have any reflec- 
tions on, or desires of free and competent sub- 
sistence, it is more in reference to another 
(whom you may guess) to whom I am very rnucl.1 
obliged, than for myself: but no thoughts, 
how important soever, shall make me forget 
my duty ;  and a father is rnore than all other 
relations ; and the greatest satisfaction I can 
propose to inyself in the world, is my hopes 
that you may yet live to receive the return of 
some comfort, for all that care and indulgence 
you have placed in, 

" Sir, your most obedient son, 

J. L." 

I t  would have been Inore in the order of 
time, to have stated that Locke wc; sent to 
Westminster School, and froin thence to Christ 
Church, Oxford, in lG51. His friend, Mr. 

Tyrrell, the graiidson of the celebrated Usher, 
lirchbisllop of Anaagh, relates that Locke, in 
the earliest period of liis residence at Oxford, 
was distinguished for llis talents and learning, 
amongst his fellow-students. That he lost 
inucll time at Oxford is, however, certain, from 
his own confessior! ; and if he derived little 
advantage from the place of' his education, it 
cannot be ascribed to the inaptitude of his mind 
to make useful acquiretnents ; the fault is to be 
found in his instructors, and in their systetl~. 
I t  appears that rle would have thought the 
method of Des Cartes preferable (though no 
admirer of his pllilosophy) to that of the esta- 
blished practice, either because the study of 
that writer gave him the first taste for phi- 
losophy, or because lie admired the distinctness 
of his method ; or, perhaps, he might consider 
any alteration to be ari improvement, and any 
change a change for the better. 

Although he acquired this early reputatio~l 
at the Uni.,ersity, yet he was often heard to 
express his regret that his father had ever sent 
him to Oxford ; aware, from his own expe- 
rience, that tlie mstilod of instruction then pur- 
sued was ill calculated to open the understand- 
ing, or prepare tlie way for any risefill knonv- 
ledge. 



What,  indeed, could the false philosophy of 
the schools, and their vain disputation, ~ r o f i t  
tlie man ~ v h o  was afterwards to be distin- 
guished above all other men, for his devoted 
love of truth, of unshackled inquiry, and of 
philosophy. 

I n  the different systems of education, there 
Inay be that which is pernicious, tliat which is 
only useless, and that which is really useful. 
Perhaps the antient method may, without in- 
justice, be classed under the first description ; 
and tlie modern method, as a state of transition 
between tlie useless arid the usef~~l ,  far superior 
to what i t  once was, but still capable of great 
improvement. 

That Locke regretted his education at Ox- 
ford, is stated upon the authority of his friend 
L e  Clerc. Perhaps too rr~uch stress has been 
laid upon some accidental expressions, or rather, 
tllat the regrets expressed by Locke, ought to 
have been understood by L e  Clerc to apply to 
tlie plan of education then generally pursued at 
English universities ; for to Oxford, even as 
Oxford was in the days of Locke, he must have 
been considerably indebted. The course of 
study and the philosophy, bad as it was, for- 
tunately did not attract ~nucll of his attention, 
allti llis inil~d escaped the tramulels of the 

and their endless perplexities and so- 
phistry. If  the system of education did not 
offer assistance, or afford those directions so 
useful to the young student, the residence at  
Oxford did, no rloubt, confer ease, and leisure, 
and tlie opportunity of other studies ; it af- 
forded also the means of intercourse with per- 

a 1013, we sons, from whose society and convers t' 
know, that the idea of his great work first 
arose. 

It may be said, without offence to that 
antient University, that Locke, thougl~ edu- 
cated within her walls, was much nlore in- 
debted to liitnself than to his instructors, and 
tliat he was in himself an instance of that 
self teaching, always the most efficient and 
valuable, which he afterwards so strongly re- 
commends. In  answer to a letter from the 
Earl of Peterborough, who had applied to hi111 
to recoinlnend a tutor for his son, he says : " I 
must beg leave to own tliat I differ a little 
from your Lordship ill what you propose; 
your Lordship would have a thorough sclio- 
lar, and I think it not much matter whether 
he be any great scholar or n o ;  if lie but 
understand Latin well, and have a general 
scheme of the sciences, I think that enough : 
but I would llnve lliln \\dl-bred, well-ten]- 
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pered ; a inan that having been conversant 
with the world and amongst men, would have 
great application in observing the humour and 
genius of my Lord your son; and omit no- 
thing that might help to form his mind, and 
dispose him to virtue, knowledge, ar.d indus- 
try. This I look upon as the great business 
of a tutor ; this is putting life into his pupil, 
which when he has got, masters of all kinds 
are easily to be had;  for when a young gen- 
tleman has got a relish of knowledge, the 
love and credit of doing well spurs him on ; 
he will, with or without teachers, make great 
advances in whatever he has a mind to. Mr. 
Newton learned his mathematics only of him- 
self; and another friend of mine, Greek 
(wherein he is very well skilled) without a 
master; though both these studies seem more 
to require the help of s tutor than almost 
any other." I n  a letter to the same person 
on the same subject, 1697, he says: "When  
a man has got an entrance into any of the 
sciences, i t  will be time then to depend on 
himself, and rely upon his own understand- 
ing, and exercise his own faculties, which is 
the only way to improvetnent and mastery." 
After recommending the study of history, he 
fitl*tllcr says : " 'l'llc grcat elid of such histories 

as Livy, is to give an account of the actions 
of man as embodied in society, and so of the 
true foundation of politics ; but the flourish- 
i n g ~  and decays of commonwealths depending 
not barely on the present time for what is done 
within themselves, but most commonly on 
remote and precedent constitution and events, 
and a train of concurrent actions amongst 
their neighbours as well as themselves; the 
order of time is absolutely necessary to a due 
knowledge and improvement of history, as tlie 
order of sentences in an autl~or is necessary to 
be kept, to make any sense of what he says. 
Wi th  the reading of history, I think tlie study 
of morality should be joined; I mean not the 
ethics of the schools fitted to dispute, but such 
as Tully in his Offices, Puffendorf de Officio 
Hominis et  Civis, de Jure  Naturali et  Gen- 
tiurn, and above all, what the New Testament 
teaches, wherein a man may learn to live, 
which is the business of ethics, and not how 
to define and dispute about names of virtues 
and vices. True politics I look on as a part 
of moral philosophy, which is nothing but the 
art of conducting inen right in society, and 
supporting a corntnunity amongst its neigh- 
hours." 

'L'o r ~ t ~ l r l i  to  1,ocke's liabits ant1 lifk i t t  
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Oxford. L e  Clerc mentions, that his very 
early friends and companions were selected 
from amongst the lively and agreeable, rather 
than the learned of his time; and that the 
correspondence with which he frequently 
amused himself with them, had a resemblance 
in style and expression tc  the French of 
Voiture, although perhaps not so finished and 
refined as that of the French author. His  
letters on Toleration, and his replies to the 
Bishop of Worcester, show liis force of ar- 
gument, and his powers of wit and irony, 
confined always within the bounds of the most 
perfect civility and decorum. 

The earliest of Locke7s printed works is the 
Essay on Human Understanding: the ori- 
ginal copy, in his own handwriting, dated 
1671, is still preserved, and I find the first 
sketch of that work in his Common-place 
Book, beginning thus :- 

" Sic cogitavit de intellect~ h u m a n ~  Jo-  , 

hannes Locke an. 1671. 
6c Intellectus humanus cum cognitionis certi- 

tudine et  assensris firmitate. 
"First, I imagine that all knowledge is 

founded on, and ultimately derives itself from 
selise, or something analogous to it, and may 

be called secsation, which is done by our senses 
conversant about particular objects, which gives 
us the simple ideas or images of things, and 
thus we come to have ideas of heat and light, 
hard and soft, which are nothing but the re- 
viving again in our minds these imaginations, 
which those objects, when they affected our 
senses, caused in us-whether by motion or 
otherwise, it matters not here to consider,.-and 
thus we do, when we conceive heat or light, 
yello~v or blue, sweet or bitter, and therefore 
I think that those things which we call sensi- 
ble qualities, are the sirrlplest ideas we have, 
and the first object of our understanding." 

The essay must therefore have remained in 
the author's possession above eighteen years be- 
fore lle gave i t  to the world, and in  that space 
of time considerable corrections and alterations 
had been made. His earliest work, however, 
was of a political nature, and of a date much 
a11 terior, and, although evidently intended for 
publication, was never printed. I t  was written 
towards the end of 1660: the preface t,o the 
reader is curious, as the earliest specimen of 
his style and opinions, and strongly shows the 
desire of reasonable men of all parties to remove 
tlie difficulties \vhich stood in the way of a final 
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and peaceable settlemeni of affairs in State and 
Church. One of the first and most necessary 
measures after the Restoration, and one of the 
most difficult, was the settlement of the Church. 
The Icing, by his Declaration, had promised 
that endeavours should be used to effect a com- 
prehension, and that such alteration should be 
made in the Liturgy, as should make i t  totally 
unobjectionable. 'L'he tract which Locke wrote, 
was intended to reconcile the Low Ch~lrch party 
to an obedience to the civil magistrate in all 
indifferent things in public worship, not other- 
wise commanded by the word of God. I t  is an 
answer to a writer who denied the right of the 
civil magistrate (or supreme power) to inter- 
fere in matters of religion ; and in manner and 
style i t  resembles his later controversy with Sir 
Robert Filmer. It is an important fact in the 
history of toleration, that Dr. Owen, the Inde- 
pendent, was Dean of Christ Church in 1651, 
when Locke was admitted a member of that 
college " under a fanatical tutor," as A. Wood , 

says in c 6  Athenze Oxonienses." The charge of 
fanaticism made against the tutor is either an 
unfounded assertion of the learned but preju- 
diced antiquary of Oxford ; or, if true, the fa- 
naticisnl of the tutor had not the slightest 
effect on the mind of the pupil, as the bias in 

this treatise inclines, perhaps, too decidedly to- 
wards the side of authority. Great coilcessions 
are made in order to avoid the danger of civil 
discord, and for the sake of religious peace, 
which the author feared might be endangered 
by the zealots of the Rlillennium, and, as he 
expresses himself, " that the several bands of 
saints would not want, Venriers to lead them 
on in the work of the Lord." The subject of 
the treatise was this :- 

" Question :-Whether the civil magistrate 
rnay lawfully impose and determine the use of 
indifferent things in reference to  Religious 
Wcrship ?" 

I n  the preface, the author thus expresses 
himself, '< A s  for myself, there is no one car1 
have a greater respect and veneration for autho- 
rity than I. I no sooner perceived myself in 
the world, but I found myself in a storm, which 
has lasted almost hitherto, and therefore can- 
not but entertain the approaches of a calm with 
the greatest joy and satisfaction ; and this, ine- 
thinks, obliges me both in duty and gratitude 
to endeavour the continuance of such a bless- 
ing by disposing men's minds to obedience to 
that government, which has brought with i t  
the quiet settlement which even our giddy 
folly had put beyond the reach not only of our 
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contrivance but hopes; and I would, inen 
would be persuaded to be so kind to their 
religion, their country, and themselves, as not 
to hazard again, the substantial blesdings of 
pence and settlement, in an over-zealous con- 
tention about things which they themselves 
confess to be little, and at  most are but indif- 
ferent. 

* ilc # * * 
But since I find that a general freedom is but 
a general bondage, that the popular assertors 
of public liberty are the greatest ingrossers of 
i t  too, and not unfitly called its keepers, I know 
not whether experience would not give us some 
reason to think, that were the part of freedoin 
contended for by our author generally indulged 
in England, i t  wo~ild prove only a liberty for 
contention, censure, and persecution. 

ilt * ilc * * 
I have not therefore the same apprehension of 
liberty that some have, or can think the bene- 
fits of i t  to consist in a liberty for nien, at  plea- 
sure, to adopt themselves children of God, and 
from thence assume a title to inheritances here, 
and proclaim themselves heirs of the world, nor 
a liberty for ambitious men to pull down well- 
framed constitutions, that out of the ruins they 
may build themselves fortunes ; not a liberty 

to be Christians so as not to be subjects. All 
the freedom I can u~ish my country or myself, 
is to enjoy tlie protection of those laws ~vliich 
the prudence and provide~lce of our ancestors 
established, and the happy return of His Ma- 
jesty has restored." 

I t  may, perhaps, be thought, that the author 
in his desire to avoid the tyranny of the Saints, 
which he seems no less to have dreaded than 
that of the Inen of the sword, had overlooked 
those other and more lasting evils which have 
almost always attended the return of exiled 
monarchs. 

The circumstances of the times, and the al- 
tered policy of the Government towards the 
Presbyterian party, prevented the pi1 blication 
of tlle tract to which the preface belonged, from 
which the above extracts are taken. The High 
Church party felt their strength in the new 
Parliament, and tlie attainment of religious 
peace by the means of comprehension and con- 
cession, was no longer the object of the domi- 
nant faction. The Church party now, in their 
turn, determined to exert their power with far 
greater rigour than had been shown towards 
them by the Presbyterians when in power, and 
now resolved, in the fulnes; of victory, to ex- 
clude all those who differed from them, wile- 
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ther in things essential, or in tliings indifferent, 
but at all events to exclude, to punish, and to 
appropriate. 

Whether Locke had, at any time; serious 
thoughts of engaging in any profession, is un- 
certain ; his inclinations led him strongly to 
the study of medicine, which seems very much 
to have occupied his thoughts to the end of his 
life, as appears from the frequent memoranda 
of curious cases that are to be found in his 
diary; and from the correspondence of his 
friends, who occasionally consulted him to a 
very late period, and from the number of me- 
dical books he collected. The  praise which 
Sydenham, the greatest authority of his time, 
bestows on the medical skill of Locke, affords 
a brilliant proof of the high estimation which 
his acquirements in the science of medicine, his 
penetrating judgment, as well as his many pri- 
vate virtues, procured from all who knew him. 
I n  the dedication prefixed to Dr. Sydenham's 
Observations on the History and Cure of Acute 
Diseases, 1676, he boasts of the approbation be- 
stowed on his method by Mr. J. Locke, who 
(to borrow Sydenham's own words) had ex- 
mined i t  to the bottom; and who, if we con- 
sider his genius and penetration, and exact 
judgment, has scarce any superior, and few 

equals now living. c c  NBstri preterea qudm 
huic meit: rnethodo suffragantem habeam, qui 
earn intimilis per omnia perspexerat, utrique 
nostrClm conjunctissimum, dominum Joannem 
Loeke ; quo quidem viro, sive ingenio jodicio- 
que acri et subacto, sive etiam antiquis, hoe 
est, optimis moribus, vix superiorem quen- 
quam, inter eos qui nunc sunt homines reper- 
tuin iri confido, paucissimos certk pares." Mr. 
Dugald Stewart, in his admirable dissertation 
on the progress of Pllilosophy since the revival 
of letters in Europe, observes : " The merit of 
this method, therefore, which still continues to 
be regarded as a model, by the most competent 
judges, may be presumed to have belonged in 
part ,to Mr. Locke,-a circumstance which de- 
serves to be noticed, as an additional confirma- 
tion of what Bacon has so sagaciously taught, 
concerning the dependence of all the sciences, 
relating to the phenomena either of matter or 
of mind, on principles and rules derived from 
the resources of a higher philosophy: on the 
other hand, no science could have been chosen 
more happily calculated than medicine to pre- 
pare such a mind as that of Locke for the pro- 
secution of those speculations which have im- 
mortalized his name ; the complicated and 
fugitive, and often equivocal phenomena of 

VOL. I. C 
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disease, requiring in the observer a far greater 
portion of discriminating sagacity than those 
of physics, strictly so called ; resembling in this 
respect, much more nearly, the phenomena 
about which metaphysics, ethics and politics, 
are conversant." 

In  1664, Locke appears for the first time to  
have engaged in the practical business of life, 
when he accompanied, as secretary, Sir Walter 
Vane, the Icing's envoy to the Elector of Bran- 
denburgh, during the first Dutch war. One 
of the followir~g papers is a copy of a letter 
partly defaced, dated Cleve, December 1664 ; 
i t  will show his observations on the politics 
and character of the Court which he visited. 
The other is a long detailed letter written for 
the amusement of a friend in England, and 
will give a better idea of the social qualities of 
the writer, than any which have yet appeared ; 
it will make us acquainted with him in his 
most familiar intercourse, and show his willing- 
ness to contribute to the amusement of those, 
he lived with ; and what is not unimportant, 
his freedom from prejudices in an age of pre- 
j udice. 

The writer had desired his friend to " throw 
the letter by, in a corner of his study ; i t  will 
serve us to laugh at ;" i t  was thrown by in the 

study, and so came again into the possession of 
its author, with some other let,ters written to 
the same friend, and in that way preserved. 

COPY OR DRAFT OF LETTER FRORE LOCIIE. 

" TO MR. G. Cleve, Decemb. 1664. 

HAVE, by the post, from time to time, 
constantly given you my apprehension of 
things here ; but since Sir Walter thinks he 
has reason to suspect that some of his dis- 
patches have miscarried, and, therefore, has 
sent an express, I shall by him send you again 
an account of all I can learn here. I have 
hitherto been of the mind that their counsels 
here tend to the preserving a neutrality, and 
the'reasons I had to think so were, that I saw 
no preparation for war, no levies made, but 
only talked of ;  and besides, I was informed 
that there is a great scarcity of money, that 
the expenses of the court are great, the debts 
greater, and the revenue small; and that the 
revenues of March and Cleve, which were 
wont to pay the use of old debts, are now em- 
ployed in the expenses of the household during 
the Elector's abode here, and the creditors are 
to be content now without either use or prin- 
cipal. The business of 150,000 rix-dollars, 
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which the Elector demands of the estates of 
March and Cleve, moves slowly; and though 
a t  our first coming hither i t  was told that i t  
would be granted in two 01% three days, yet I 
cannot find that the Deputies are yet come to 
3 resolution, or are like to grant i t  suddenly ; 
but should the same be presently granted and 
paid, there are other ways to dispose of it be- 
side armies, some of which I have mentioned 
to  you in my former. The strong party the 
French and Dutch have in the Court, (amongst 
which are two by whose advice the Elector is 
much swayed,) will make i t  difficult to draw 
him to the Bishop's * side ; and the considera- 
tion of religion may, perhaps, a little increase 
the difficulty, since i t  is generally apprehended 
here that the war is upon that score; and, per- 
haps, the fear of having some of his scattered 
countries molested by some of the Bishop's 
allies will make him a little cautious of de- 
claring for the Dutch. The use you will find 
in the dispatch they make of late news from 
Ratisbon, I cannot think any other than a pre- 
tence, since I am told that the Resolution that 
is taken at  the meeting there of assisting the 
Bishop is not so new that the Elector could be 
ignorant of it till now. I believe there is yet 

" Munster. 

a neutrality, and that a t  least they are not 
forward, or hasty to appear for either side; and 

(since money seems to  me to be here, 
a, well as in other places, the great solder of 
pact and agreements,) they delay the bargain 
to raise the price, and wait for the best chap- 
man. They treat with Holland ; they treat 
with France; and in what terms they stand 
with us, you will see by Sir Walter, but I 
must not mention; but by the whole, I believe 
you will find they dally with them all. The 
Dutch have filled the Elector's towns upon the 
Rhein with their French soldiers, and they fill 
them with outrages, which he resents and com- 
plains of;  but it still continues the same, and 
by this procedure the Dutch seem either very 
confident of his friendship, or careless of his 
enmity. It is said the Bishop's army is now 
marching; if it be upon any feasible design, 
he Seems to have chosen a fit opportunity, 
whilst the States of Holland are questioning 
their Generals for some miscarriages in the last 
campaign, and things are out of order in 
Holland. The daughter of the old Princess of 
Orange is to be married to  the Prince of 
Swerin ; the celebration, which is designed 
here, at  Cleve, before Easter, and a t  the Elec- 
tor's charge, and other expenses of the Court, 
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will not leaye much for the raising of soldiers. 
The nlen of business, who are his counsellors, 
and manage the Elector's affairs, are only three; 
Baron Swerin, a man nobly born, a learned and 
experienced mail, that well understands the 
state of the empire, and has most power with 
the Elector. Next to him is Mr. Jeana, a 
Doctor of Law, formerly professor at Heidel- 
berg : he hath been about six years of the Elec- 
tor's council, and is, as I am told, a knowing 
and confident man : tile other is Mr. Blaspell, 
a man of mean extraction, whose great ability 
lies in the knowledge of the affairs of Holland ; 
he is now there, and at his return, I hope 
to give you an account of his negotiation, 
and will endeavour to get a more particular 
knowledge of his parts, humours, and inclina- 
tions. H e  got into favour and counsel of the 
Court by means of the Princess Dowager, 
mother of the Electress, and I believe is much 
at her devotion. The Baron D e  Goes, envoy 
of the Emperor, returned hither last night from 
the Bishop of Munster ; and some of his people, 
with whom I talk, told me that the Bishop's 
forces were about 16,000 ; that they all wanted 
money, and the foot, clothes; but none of 
them courage, or victuals ; that they were all 

old and experienced soldiers, arid they seemed 
all to prefer them much to the Dutch forces. 
They told me that many of the French ran 
over to the Bishop, being unwilling to fight 
against their own religion ; that the Bishop 
used them kindly, gave them leave to depart, 
but entertained none of them in his service, 
being sure of soldiers enough whenever he has 
money. The Bishop is now at Cosfield, a 
strong place in his own dominions, where they 
saw some of the chief of the prisoners, taken at 
the last rencontre, entertained at the Bishop's 
table. His forces are now dispersed in several 
places, and there is like to be no engagement 
this winter. They all spoke very highly of 
the Bishop, and more affectionately than I think 
could be merely to comply with that concern- 
ment they might think I had in his affairs. 
Whether hence any thing may be guessed of 
the inclination of the Germans, of the Baron 
de Goes, or of the Emperor, I am not able to 
make any judgment upon so slight a conver- 
sation, but I shall endeavour to learn : only 
before his return, I found the Monks of the 
Convent where he lodges wholly inclined to 
the Bishop. How our affairs stand in the 
Court,, and what progress is made, you will 
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better understand by Sir Walter's dispatches, 
in which, whatever shall be found, I desire I 
may be considered only as transcriber." 

T O  MR. JOHN STRACHY, SUTTON COURT, 

BRISTOL. 

" DEAR SIR, Cleve, 1664. 

" ARE you a t  leisure for half an hour's trou- 
ble ? will you be content I should keep up the 
custom of writing long letters with little in 
then1 ? 'Tis a barren place, and the dull frozen 
part of the year, and therefore you must not 
expect great matters. 'Tis enough, that at  
Christmas you have empty Christmas tales fit 
for the chimney corner. To  begin, therefore, 
December 15th, (here 25t.11,) Christmas-day, 
about one in the morning, I went a gossipping 
to our Lady;  think me not profane, for the 
name is a great deal modester than the service 
I was at. I shall not describe all the parti- 
culars I observed in that church, being the 
principal of the Catholics in Cleves ; but only 
those that were particular to  the occasion. 
Near the high altar was a little altar for this 
day's solemnity ; the scene was a stable, 
wherein was an ox, an ass, a cradle, the Vir- 
gin, the babe, Joseph, shepherds, and angels, 

dramatis person= : had they but given them 
motion, it had been a perfect puppet  lay, and 
migllt have deserved pence a-piece ; for they 
were of the same size and make that our 
English puppets are; and I am confident, 
these shepherds and this Joseph are kin to 
tllat Judith and Holophernes which I have 
seen at  Bartholomew fair. A little without 
the stable was a flock of sheep, cut out of 
cards ; and these, as they then stood without 
their shepherds, appeared to me the best em- 
blem I had seen a long time, and methought 
represented these poor innocent people, who, 
whilst their shepherds pretend so much to fol- 
low Christ, and pay their devotion to him, 
are left unregarded in the barren wilderness. 
 his was the show : the music to i t  was all 
vocal in the quire adjoining, but such as I 
never heard. They had strong voices, but so 
ill-tuned, so ill-managed, that i t  was their 
misfortune, as well as ours, that they could 
be heard. He that could not, though he had 
a cold, make better music with a chevy chace 
over a pot of smooth ale, deserved well to pay 
the reckoning, and go away athirst. However, 
I think they were the honestest singing men 
I have ever seen, for they endeavoured to de- 
serve their money, and earned i t  certainly with 
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pains enough; for what they wanted in skill 
they made up in loudness and variety: every 
one had his own tune, and the result of all 
was like the noise of choosing Parliament 
men, where every one endeavours to cry loud- 
est. Resides the men, there were a company 
of little choristers : I thoug!it when I saw them 
at first, they had danced to the others' music, 
and that it had been your Gray's Inn revels ; 
for they were jumping up and down, about 
a good charcoal fire that was in the middle 
of the quire (this their devotion and their sing- 
ing was enough, I think, to keep them warm, 
though i t  were a very cold night) ; but it was 
not dancing, but singing they served for;  
when it came to their turns, away they ran 
to their places, and there they made as good 
harmony as a concert of little pigs would, and 
they were much about as cleanly. Their part 
being done, out they sallied again to the fire, 
where they played till their cue called them, 
and then back to their places they huddled. 
So negligent and slight are they in their 
service in a place where the nearness of ad- 
versaries might teach them to be more care- 
ful ; but I suppose the natural tendency of 
these outside performances, and these mum- 
meries in religion, would bring it every where 
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to this pass, did not fear and the severity 
of the magistrate preserve i t  ; which being 
taken away here, they very easily suffer them- 
selves to slobber over their ceremonies, which 
in other places are kept up with so much zeal 
and exactness; but methinks they are not to 
be blamed, since the one seems to me as much 
religion as the other. I n  the afternoon, I went 
to the Carthusians' church; they had their 
little gentry too, but in finer clothes ; and their 
angels with surplices on, and singing books in 
their hands ; for here is nothing to be done 
with(>lat books. Hither were crowded a great 
throng of children to see these pretty babies, 
and I amongst them, as wise and as devout as 
they, and for my pains had a good sprinkle of 
holy water, and now I may defy the devil: 
thus have I begun the holidays with Christmas 
gambols. But had I understood the language, 
I believe, at the Reformed church, I had found 
something more serious; for they have two 
sermons at  their church, for Christmas lasts no 
longer here. That which pleased me most was, 
that at the same Catholic church the next day, 
I saw our Lady all in white linen, dressed as 
one that is newly lain in, and on her lap some- 
thing that, perhaps twenty years since, was de- 
%ned for a baby, but now it was grown to 
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have a beard ; and methought was hot so well 
used as our country fellows used to be, who, 
though they escape all the year, are usually 
trimmed at Christmas. They must pardon me 
for being merry, for i t  is Christmas : but, to be 
serious with you, the Catholic religion is a dif- 
ferent thing from what we believe it, in Eng- 
land. I have other thoughts of it than when 
I was in a place that is filled with prejudices, 
and things are known only by hearsay. I have 
not met with any so good-natured people, or so 
civil, as the Catholic priests, and I have received 
many courtesies from them, which I shall al- 
ways gratefully acknowledge. But to leave the 
good-natured Catholics, and to give you a little 
account of our brethren the Calvinists, that 
differ very little from our English Presbyte- 
rians. I met lately, accidentally, with a young 
sucking divine, that thought himself no small 
champion ; who, as if he had been some knight- 
errant, bound by oath to bid battle to all 
comers, first accosted me in courteous voice ; 
but the custolnary salute being over, I found 
myself assaulted most furiously, and heavy 
loads of arguments fell upon me. I, that ex- 
pected no such thing, was fain to guard my- 
self under the trusty broad shield of ignorance, 
and only now and then returned a blow by way 

of enquiry : and by this Parthian way of flying, 
defended lnyself till passion and want of breath 
had made him weary, and so we came to an 
stccomn~odation ; though, had he had lungs 
enough, and I no other use of my ears, the 
combat might have lasted (if that may be 
called a combat, ubi tu  cades ego vapulo 
tanturn) as long as the wars of Troy, and the 
end of all had been like that, nothing but 
some rubbish of divinity as useless and inco- 
herent; as the ruins the Greeks left behind 
them. This was a probationer in theology, 
and, I believe, (to keep still to my errantry) 
they are bound to show their prowess with 
some valiant unknown, before they can be 
dubbed, and receive the dignity of the order. 
I cannot imagine why else lie should set upon 
me, a poor innocent wight, who thought no- 
thing of a combat, and desired to be peaceable, 
and was too far from my own dunghill to be 
quarrelling ; but it is no matter, there were 
no wounds made but in Priscian's head, who 
suffers much in this country. This provoca- 
tion I have sufficiently revenged upon one of 
their church, our landlord, who is wont someA 
times to germanize and to be a little too much 
of the creature. These frailties I threaten him 

discover to his pastor, who will be sure to 
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rebuke him (but sparing his name) the next 
Sunday from the pulpit, and severely chastise 
the liberty of his cups ; thus I sew up the good 
man's mouth, because the other gaped - too 
much, and made him as much bear nly tongue, 
as I was punished with the other's. But for 
all this, he will sometimes drink himself into a 
defiance of divines and discipline, and hearken 
only to Bacchus's inspirations You must not, 
expect any thing remarkable from me all the 
following week, for I have spent it in getting 
a pair of gloves, and think too, I have had a 
quick despatch; you will perhaps wonder at it, 
and think I talk like a traveller ; but I will 
give you the particulars of the business. 
Three days were spent in finding out a glover, 
for though I can walk all the town over in less 
than an hour, yet their shops are so contrived, 
as if they were designed to conceal, not expose 
their wares; and though you may think i t  
strange, yet, methinks, i t  is very well done, 
and 'tis a becoming modesty to conceal that 
which they have reason enough to be ashamed 
of. But to proceed; the two next days were 
spent in drawing them on, the right hand 
glove, (or as they call them here, hand shoe) 
Thursday, and the left hand, Friday, and I'll 
promise you this was two good days' work, 

and little enough to bring them to fit my 
hands and to consent to be fellows, which, after 
all, they are so far from, that when they are 
on, I am always afraid my hands should go 
to cuffs, one with another, they so disagree: 
Saturday we concluded on the price, com- 
puted, and changed our money, for it re- 
quires a great deal of arithmetic and a great 
deal of brass to pay twenty-eight stivers, and 
seven doits; but, God be thanked, they are 
all well fitted with counters for reckoning ; 
for their money is good for nothing else, 
and I an1 poor here with my pockets fill1 
of it. I wondered at  first why the market 
people brought their wares in little carts, drawn 
by one horse, till I found i t  necessary to carry 
home the price of thein ; for a horse-load of 
turnips, would be two horse-load of money. A 
pair of shoes cannot be got under half a year : 
I lately saw the cow killed, out of whose hide 
I hope to have my next pair. The first thing 
after they are married here is to bespeak the 
child's coat, and trnly the bridegroom must be 
a bungler that gets not the child before the 
mantle be made ; for i t  is far easier here to 
have a man made than a suit. To  be serious 
with you, they are the slowest people, and 
fllllest of delays that ever I have met with, and 
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their money as bad. December 22nd I saw 
the inscription that entitles the Elector's house 
here to so much antiquity; i t  stands at  the 
upper end of a large room, which is the first 
entrance into the house, and is as follows :- 
"Anno ab urbe Rornanfi conditii 698 Julius 
Caesar Dictator hisce partibus in ditionem sus- 
ceptis arcem hanc Clivensem fund." I know 
not how old the wall was that bore it, but the 
inscription was certainly much younger than I 
am, as appears by the characters and other cir- 
cumstances ; however, I believe the painter re- 
verenced the antiquity, and did homage to  the 
memory of Cesar, and was not averse to a tra- 
dition which the situation and antique mode 
of building made not improbable. The same 
time, I had the favour to  see the kitchen and 
the cellar, and though in the middle of the first 
there was made on the floor a great fire big 
enough to broil half a dozen St. Laurences, yet 
methought the cellar was the better place, and 
so I made haste to leave it, and have little to  
say of it, unless you think fit I should tell you 
how many rummers of Rhenish I drank, and 
how many biscuits I ate, and that I had there 
almost learned to speak High Dutch. Decem- 
ber 24,-At the Lutherans' church, after a 
good lusty, rattling High Dutch sermon, the 

soulld whereof would have made one think i t  
had the design of reproof, I had an opportunity 
to  observe the administration of the Sacrament, 
which was thus :-the sermon being ended, the 
lllinister that preached not (for they have two 
to a church) stood up a t  a little desk which 
was upon the communion table, almost at the 
upper end of the church, and then read a little 
while, part of which reading I judged to be 
prayer, but observed no action that looked 
like consecration, (I know not what the words 
were) ; when he had done, he placed himself 
at the north end of the table, and the other 
minister that preached, at  the soutli end, so 
that their backs were toward one another ; then 
there marched up to him on the north side a 
communicant, who, when he came to the mi- 
nistcr, made a low bow, and knelt down, and 
then the minister put water into his mouth ; 
which done, he rose, made his obeisance, and 
went to the other end, where he did the same, 
and had the wine poured into liis mouth, with- 
out taking the cup in his hand, and then came 
back to his place by the south side of the 
church. Thus did four, one after another, 
which were all that received that day, and 
"mongst them was a boy, about thirteen or 
fourteen years old. They have at this cliurcli 
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a sacrament every Sunday morning: in the 
afternoon, at the Calvinists', I saw a christening. 
After sermon there came three Inen and three 
women (one whereof was the midwife, with a 
child in her arms, the rest were godfathers and 
godmothers, of ~ ~ h i c h  they allow a greater 
number than we do, and so wisely get more 
spoons)- to the table which is just by the 
pulpit. They taking their places, the minister 
in the pulpit read a little of the Institution, 
then read a short prayer ; then another minis- 
ter, that was below, took the child, and with 
his hand poured water three times on its fore- 
head, which done, he in the pulpit read another 
short prayer, and so concluded. All this was 
not much longer than the Lord's Prayer, Creed, 
and Ten Comlnandnients ; for all their service 
is very short, beside their preaching and sing- 
ing, and there they allow good measure." 

TO THE SAME. 

" DEAR SIR, 

" THE old opinion, that every rnan had his 
particular genius that ruled and directed his 
colirse of life, hath made me sometimes laugh 
to  think what a pleasant thing i t  would be if 
we could see little sprights bestride men, (as 

as I see here women bestride horses,) 
ride them about, and spar them on in that \ray 
which they ignorantly think they choose then7- 
selves. And  would you not smile to observe 
that they make use of us as me do of our pal- 
freys, to trot up and down for their pleasure 
and not our own ? To  what purpose this from 
Cleves ? I will tell you : if there be any such 
thing, (as I cannot vouch the contrary,) cer- 
tainly mine is an academic goblin. \T7hen I 
left Oxford, I thought for a while to take leave 
of all University affairs, and sho111d have least 
expected to have found any thing of that na- 
ture here at  Cleves of any part of the wo1.1~1. 
But dc what I can, I am still kept in that tract. 
I no sooner was got here, but I was welcomed 
with a divinity disputation, which I gave you 
an account of in my last; I was no sooner rid 
of that, but I found myself up to the ears in 
poetry, and overwhelmed in Helicon. I had 
almost or rather have been soused ill the Reyne, 
as frozen as i t  was, for i t  could not have been 
more cold and intolerable than the poetry I inet 
with. The remembrance of it puts me in a 
chill sweat, and were i t  not that I am obliged 
to recount all particulars, being under the laws 
of an historian, I should find i t  very difficult to 
recall to mind this part of my story : but I~av- 

u 2 
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ing armed myself with a good piece of bag pud- 
ding, which bears a mighty antipathy to poetry, 
arid having added thereto half a dozen glasses 
of daring wine, I thus proceed :-My invisible 
master, therefore, having mounted me, rode me  
out to a place, where I must needs meet a learn- 
ed bard in a threadbare coat, and a hat, that 
though in its younger days i t  had been black, 
yet i t  was grown grey with the labour of its 
master's brains, and his hard study or time had 
changed the colour of that as well as his master's 
hair. His breeches had tlie marks of antiquity 
upon them, were borne, I believe, in the heroic 
times, and retained still the gallantry of that 
age, and had an antipathy to base pelf. Stock- 
ings I know not whether he had any, but I am 
sure his two shoes had but one heel, which 
made his own foot go as uneven as those of his 
verses. H e  was so poor, that he had not so 
inuch as a rich face, nor the promise of a car- 
buncle in it, so that I must needs say that his 
outside was poet enough. After a little dis- 
course, wherein he sprinkled some bays on our 
British Druid Owen, out he drew from under 
his coat a folio of verses ; and that you may be 
sure they were excellent, I must tell you that 
they were acrostics upon the naine and titles of 
the Elector of Brandenburg. I could not es- 

cape reading of them : when I had done, I en- 
deavoured to play the poet a little in commend- 
ing them, but in that he outdid me clearly, 
praised faster than I could, preferred them to 
Lucan and Virgil, showed me where his muse 
flew high, squeezed out all the verjuice of all 
his conceits, arid there was not a secret conun- 
drum which he laid not open to me;  and in 
tliat little talk I had with him afterwards, he 
quoted his own verses a dozen times, and glo- 
ried in his worlis. The Yoem was designed as 
a present to the Elector, but 1 being Owen's 
countrynlan had the lionour to see them before 
the Elector, which he made me understand was 
a singular courtesy, though I believe one hun- 
dre,d others had been equally favoured. I told 
hiin the Elector must needs give him a consi- 
derable reward ; he seemed angry at  the men- 
tion of it, and told me he had only a design to  
show his affection and parts, and spoke as if he 
thought himself fitter to give than to receive 
any thing 'from the Elector, and that he was 
the greater person of the two ; and indeed, 
what need had he of any gift, who had all Ta- 
giis and Pactolus in his possession ? could 
make himself a 'I'einpe when he pleased, and 
create as many Elysiums as he had a mind to. 
I applauded his generosity ;uld great mind, 



3 5 THE LIFE OF JOHN LOCKE. 30 

thanked him for the favour he had done me, 
and a t  last got out of his hands. But  my Uni- 
versity goblin left me not so ; for the next 
day, when 1 thought I had been rode out only 
to airing, I was had to a foddering of cliopped 
bay or logic forsooth ! Poor materia prima was 
canvassed cruelly, stripped of all the gay dress 
of her forms, and shown naked to us, though, 
I must confess, I iiad not eyes good enough to 
see her;  however, the dispute was good sport, 
and would have made a horse laugh, and truly I 
was like to have broke my bridle. The young 
monks (which one would not guess by their 
looks) are subtile people, and dispute as eagerly 
for materia prinla, as if they- were to make their 
dinner on it, and, perhaps, sometimes i t  is all 
their meal, for which others' charity is more 
to be blamed than their stomachs. The Pro- 
fessor of philosophy and moderator of the 
disputation was more acute at i t  than Father 
Hudibras; he was top full of distinctions, 
which he produced with so much gravity, 
and applied with so good a grace, that igno- 
rant I, began to admire logic again, and could 
not have thought that " simpliciter et  secun- 
durn quid materialiter et  formaliter" had been 
such gallant things, which, with the right 

stroking of his whiskers, the settlirig of his 
hood, and his stately walk, made him seem 
to himself and me something more than Aris- 
totle and Democritus. But he was so hotly 
charged by one of the seniors of the fraternitv 
that I was afraid sometimes what i t  would 
produce, and feared there would be no other 
way to decide the controversy between them 
but by cuffs ; but a subtile distinction divided 
the matter between them, and so they parted 
good friends. The truth is, here hog-shearing 
is much in its glory, and our disputing in 
Oxford comes as far short of i t  as the rhetoric 
of Carfax does that of Billingsgate. But i t  
behoves the monks to cherish this art of wrang- 
l ing  in its declining age, which they first 
nursed, and sent abroad into the world, to 
give i t  a troublesome, idle employment. I 
being a brute, that was rode there for another's 
pleasure, profited little by all their reasonings, 
and was glad when they had done, that I might 
get home again to my ordinary provender, and 
leave them their sublime speculations, which 
certainly their spare diet and private cells inspire 
abundantly, which such gross feeders as I am 
are not capable of." 
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" DEAlL SIR, Dec. 1664. 

" THIS day our public entertainment upon 
the Elector's account ended, much to my satis- 
faction ; for 1 had no great pleasure in a feast 
where, amidst a great deal of meat and company, 
I had little to eat, and less to say. The advan- 
tage was, the lusty Germans fed so heartily 
themselves, that they regarded not much my 
idleness; and I might, have enjoyed a perfect 
quiet, and slept out the meal, had not a glass of 
wine now and then jogged me ; and indeed, 
therein lay the care of their entertainment, and 
the sincerity too, for the wine was such as might 
be known, and was not ashamed of itself. Rut 
for their meats, they were all so disguised, that 
I should have guessed they had rather designed 
a niass than a meal, and had a mind rather to 
pose than feed us. But  the cook made their 
metamorphosis like Ovid's, where the change is 
usually into the worse. I had, however, cou- 
rage to venture upon things unknown ; and I 
could not often tell whether I ate flesh or fish, 
or good red herring, so much did they dissem- 
ble themselves ; only now and then, a dish of 
good honest fresh-water fish came in, so far from 
all manner of deceit or cheat, as they hid not so 
much as their tails in a drop of butter; nor was 

there any sauce near to disguise them. What  
think you of a hen and cabbage ? or a piece of 
powdered beef covered over with preserved 
quinces? These are no miracles here. One thing 
there is that I like very well, which is, that they 
have good salads all the year, and use them fre- 
quently. It is true, the Elector gave his vic- 
tuals, but the officers that attended us valiled 
their services, and one of them had ready in his 
pocket a list of those that expected rewards a t  
such a rate, that the attendance cost more than 
the meat was worth. 

66 Dec. 9.--I was invited and dined at a mo- 
nastery with the Franciscan friars, who had 
before brought a Latin epistle to us for relief; 
for they live upon others' charity, or more truly, 
live idly upon others' labours. But  to my din- 
ner, for my mouth waters to be at  it, and no 
doubt you will long for such another entertain- 
ment when you know this. After something 
instead of grace or music, choose you whe- 
ther, for I could make neither of it ; for though 
what was sung were Latin, yet the tune was 
such, that I neither understood the Latin nor 
the harmony. The beginning of the Lord's 
Prayer to the first petition, they repeated aloud, 
but went on silently to " sed libera nos," &c. 
and then broke out into a loud chorus, which 
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continued to the end ; during their silence, they 
stocped forwards, and held their heads as if they 
had been listening to one another's whispers. 
After this preludium, down we sat; the chief 
of the monks (I suppose the prier) in the inside 
of the table, just in the middle, and all his breth- 
ren on each side of him; I was placed just op- 
posite to him, as if I had designed to bid battle 
to them all. But we were all very quiet, and 
after some silence, in marched a solemn proces- 
sion of peas-porridge, every one his dish. I 
could not tell by the looks what i t  was, till put- 
ting my spoon in for discovery, some few peas 
in the bottom peeped up. I had pity on them, 
and was wiIling enough to spare them, but was 
forced by good manners, though against my na- 
ture and appetite, to destroy some of them, and 
so on 1 fell. All this while not a word ; I could 
not tell whether to impute the silence to the 
eagerness of their stomacl~s, which allowed their 
mouths no other employment but to fill them, 
or any other reason ; I was confident i t  was not 
in admiration of their late music. A t  last, the 
oracle of the place spoke, and told them he gave 
them leave to speak to entertain me. I returned 
my compliment, and then to discourse we went, 
helter-skelter, as hard as our bad Latin, and 
worse pronunciation 011 each side, would let us;  

but no matter, we cared not for Priscian, whose 
liead suffered that day not a little. However, 
this saved me from the peas-pottage, and the 
peas-pottage from me ; for now I had some- 
thing else to do. Our next course was, every 
one his act of fish, and butter to boot; but whe- 
ther i t  were intended for fresh or salt fish I can- 
not tell, and I believe i t  is a question as hard as 
any Thornas ever disputed : our third service 
was cheese and butter, and the cheese had this 
peculiar in it, which I never saw any where else, 
that it had carraway seeds in it. The prior had 
upon the table by him a little bell, which he 
rang when he wanted ally thing, and those that 
waited never brought him any thing or took 
away but they bowed with much reverence, 
and kissed the table. The prior was a good 
plump fellow, that had inore belly than brains ; 
and methought was very fit to  be reverenced, 
and not in~icli unlike some head of a college. 
I liked him well for an entertainment; for 
if we had had a good dinner, he would not have 
disturbed me much with his discourse. The 
first that kissed the table did it so leisurely that 
I thought he had held his head there that the 
prior, during our silence, might have wrote 
soinething on his bald crown, and made it sink 

' that way into his untlerstanding. Their beer 



was pretty good, but their countenances bespoke 
better : their bread brown, and their table-linen 
neat enongh. After dinner, we had the second 
part of the same tune, and after that I departed. 
The truth is, they were very civil and courte- 
ous, and seemed good-natured : i t  was their 
time of fast in order to Christmas: if I have 
another feast tliere, you shall be my guest. 
You will perhaps l~ave  reason to think that 
whatever becomes of the rest, I shall bring home 
my belly well-improved, since all I tell you is 
of eating and drinking ; but you must know 
that knight errants do not choose their adren- 
tures, and those who sometimes live pleasantly 
in brave castles, amidst feasting and ladies, are 
at  other times in battles and wildernesses, and 
you must take them as they come. 

" Dec. 10.--I went to the Lutheran church, 
and found them all merrily singing with their 
hats on ; so that by the posture they were in, 
and the fashion of the building, not altoge- 
ther unlike a theatre, I was ready to fear that 
I had mistook the place. I thought they had 
met only to exercise their voices: for after a 
long stay they still continued on their melody, 
and I verily believe they sung the 119th Psalm, 
nothing else could be so long : that that made 
it a little tolerable was, that they sung better 

than we do in our churches, and are assisted by 
an organ. The music being done, up went the 
preacher, and prayed ; and then they sung again ; 
and then, after a little prayer at  which they all 
stood up, (and, as I uxlderstand since, was the 
Lord's Prayer) read some of the Bible; and 
then, laying by his book, preached to them me- 
moriter. His sermon, I think, was in blank 
verse ; for by the modulation of his voice, ~vhich 
was not very pleasant, his periods seemed to be 
all nearly the same length ; but if his matter 
were no better than his delivery, those that slept 
had no great loss, and might have snored as har- 
moniously. After sermon a prayer, and the 
organ and voice again ; and to conclude all, up 
stood another minister at  a little desk, above 
the cbmmunion table, (for in the Lutheran and 
Calvinist ch~lrches here tliere are no chiincels,) 
gave the benediction, which I was told was the 
" Ite in nomine Domini !" crossed himself, and 
so dismissed them. I n  the church I observed 
two pictures, one a crucifix, the other I could 
not well discern, but in the Calvinist church 
no picture a t  all. Here are, besides Catholics, 
Calvinists, and Lutherans (which three are al- 
lowed), Jews, Anabaptists, and Quakers. The 
Quakers, who are about thirty families, and some 
of them not of the meanest; and they increase, 
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for as much as I can learn, they agree with ours 
in other things as well as name, and take no 
notice of the 'Elector's prohibiting their meeting. 

'' Dec. 11.-I had formerly secn the size and 
arms of the Duke's guards, but to-day I had a 
sample of their stoma,chs, (I mean to cat, not to 
fight;) for if they be able to do as much that way 
too, no question but under their guard the Duke 
is as much in safety as I believe his victuals are 
in danger. But  to make you the better under- 
stand my story, and the decorum which made 
me take notice of it, I must first describe the 
place to you. The place where the Elector com- 
monly eats is a large room, into which you en- 
ter at  the lower end by an ascent of sonie few 
steps ; just without this is a lobby : as this even- 
ing I was passing through it into the court, I 
saw a company of soldiers vcry close together, 
and a steam rising from the midst of them. I, 
as strangers use to be, being a little curious, 
drew near to these men of mettle, where I found 
three or four earthen fortifications, wherein were 
intrenched peas-porridge, and stewed turnips or 
apples, most valiantly stormed by those men of 
war : they stood just opposite to the Duke's ta- 
ble, and within view of i t  ; and had the Duke  
been there at supper, as it was very near his sup- 
per time, I should have thought they had been 

set there to provoke his appetite by example, 
alld serve as the cocks have done in some coun- 
tries before battle, to fight the soldiers into cou- 
,.age, and certainly these soldiers lnigll t eat 

into stoinachs. Here you might have 
seen the court and camp drawn near togethel; 
there a supper preparing with great ceremony, 
and just by i t  a hearty meal made without stool, 
trencher, table-cloth, or napltins, and for aught 
I could see, without beer, bread, or salt ; but I 
stayed not long, for inethougl~t 'twas a dan- 
gerous place, and so I left tliein in the engage- 
ment. I doubt by that time you come to the 
end of this course of entertainment, you will be 
as weary of reading as I am of writing, and 
therefore I shall refer you for the rest of my 
adventures (wherein you are not to expect any 
great matter) to the next chapter of my history. 
The news here is, that the Dutch have t a k en 
Lochem from the Bishop of Munster, and he, 
in thanks, has taken and killed five or six hun- 
dred of their men. The French, they say, run 
away, some home, and some to the Bishop, who 
has disposed his inen into garrisons, which has 
given the Dutch an opportunity to besiege an- 
other of his towns, but not very considerable: 
all things here seem to threaten a great deal of 
stir next summer, biit as yet the Elector de- 
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clares for neither side. I sent my uncle a letter 
of attorney before I left Xngland, to authorise 
him to dispose of my affairs there, and order my 
estate as he should think most convenient: I 
hope he received it, I think i t  best my tenants 
should not know that I am out of England, for 
perhaps that may make them the mo;e slack to 
pay their rents. I f  he tells you any thing that 
concerns me, pray send word to your faithful 
friend, J. L." 

" Throw by this in some corner of your 
study till I come, and then we will laugh to- 
gether, for i t  may serve to recall other things 
to  my memory, for 'tin like I may have no 
other journal." 

Locke returned to England in February 
1665, and was at  that time undecided whether 
or not to continue in the public employment, 
and accept an offer to go to Spain. I n  a letter 
to the same friend, Mr. Strachy, after mention- 
ing the latest news- 

(( That the French fill their towns towards 
England and Holland with soldiers ; but wliat- 
ever we apprehend, I scarce believe with a de- 
sign of landing in England ;" he says, what, 
private observations I have made will be fitter 
for our table at  Sutton than a letter, and if I 

have tlle opportunity to see you shortly, we 
may possibly laugh together at  some German 
stories ; but of my coming into the country I 
write doubtfully to you, for I am now offered 
a fair opportunity of going into Spain with the 
Ambassador : if I embrace it, T shall conclude 
this my wandering year; if not, you will ere 
long see me in Somersetshire. I f  I go, I shall 
not have above ten days' stay in England : I am 
pulled both ways by divers considerations, and 
do yet waver. I intend to-morrow for Oxford, 
and shall there take my resolution. This town 
affords little news, and though the return of 
the Court gives confidence to the tirnorous that 
kept from it  for fear of the infection, yet I find 
the streets very t l~in,  and methinks the town 
droops. Yours most faithfully, 

JOHN LOCKE." 
" London, Feb. 22, 65." 

The resolution was taken soon after his arrival 
at Oxford, not to accept the offer of going to 
Spain. 

" DEAIL SIR, 

" I wrote to you from London as soon as I 
came thither, to let you know you had a servant 
returned to England, but very likely to leave 
it again before he saw you. But  those fair 
offers I had to go to Spain have not prevailed 

VOI.. I. E 
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with me : whether fate or fondness kept me at 
home I know not ; whether 1 have let slip the 
minute that they say every one has once in his 
life to make himself, I cannot tell : this I arn 
sure, I never trouble myself for the loss of that 
which I never had; and have the satisfaction 
that I hope shortly to  see you at  Sutton Court, 
a greater rarity than my travels have afforded 
me ;  for, believe it, one may go a long way 
before one meet a friend. Pray write by the 
post, and let me know how you do, and what 
you can tell of the concernment of, 

Your most affectionate friend, 
J. LOCKE." 

a Oxford, Feb. 28, 65." 

The following letter from Locke to his 
friend Rlr. Strachy, describing the disaster at  
Chatham, when the Dutch fleet sailed into the 
Medway, may not be uninteresting ; it was in 
all probability written during his residence with 
Lord Shaftesbury in London. 

" SIR, June 15, 67. 

6( I believe report hath increased the ill news 
we have here ; therefore, to ahate what possibly 
fear may have rumoured, 1 send you what is 
vouched here for nearest the truth. The Dutch 
have burned seven of our ships in Chatham, 
viz. the Royal James, Royal Oak, London, 

Unity, St. Matthias, Charles V., and the Royal 
Charles, wliich some say they have towed off, 
others that they have burned. One man of 
war of theirs was blown up, and three others 
they say are stuck in the sands ; the rest of their 
fleet is fallen down out of the &ledway into the 
Tf~ames. It was neither excess of courage oil 
their part, nor want of courage ill us, that 
brought this loss upon us ; for \vhen the Eng- 
lish liad powder and shot they fought like 
themselves, and made the Dutch feel them ; 
but whether i t  were fortune, or fate, or any 
thing else, let time and tongues tell you, 
for I profess I would not believe w11at every 
mouth speaks. I t  is said this imrning tlie 
French fleet are seen off the Isle of Wight. I 
hav; neither the gift nor lieart to prophesy, 
and since I remember you bought a new cloak 
i r ~  tlie hot weather, I know you are apt enough 
to provide against a storm. Should I tell you 
that I believe but half what men of credit and 
eye witnesses report, you would think the 
world very wicked and foolish, or me very 
credulous. 'I'liings arid persor~s are tlie same 
here, arid go on at the satne rate they did be- 
fore, and I, among the rest, design to continue 

Your faithful friend and servant, 
*J. 11. 

J1: 2 
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66 I think the hull of three or four of our 
great ships are saved, being sunk to prevent 
their burning totally. W e  are all quiet here, 
but raising of forces apace." 

This and other letters to Mr. Strachy were 
probably returned to Locke, after the death 
of the friend to whom they had been written. 

H e  had again an offer of an employment 
abroad in the following August, and con- 
tinued, as late as May 1666, to receive letters 
from an agent in Germany, who appears to 
have been employed to send intelligence for 
the information of son7e member of the Go- 
vernment here. There exist several letters, 
dated Cleve, from this person to Locke, then at  
Oxford; but as they relate to events no longer 
of ally importance, it is unnecessary to give 
their contents, however amusing the German 
description of the Coyness and Coquetry of a 
German Elector and his Minister, on those 
truly national and interesting questioils, sol- 
dier-selling and subsidies. 

I n  1666 an offer of a different nature was 
made through a friend in Dublin, to procure a 
considerable preferment in the Church from the 
Duke of Ormond, then Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, if Locke should be inclined to engage in 

the clerical profession ; and a draft of his answer 
has been preserved, which will show his con- 
scientious scruples, and the objections which 
determined him to refuse the advantageous 
offer then held out to him. 

After expressing how much he felt indebt- 
ed to the kindness of his friend, he proceeds 
thus :- 

The proposals, no question, are very con- 
siderable; but consider, a man's affairs and 
whole course of his life are not to be changed 
in a moment, and that one is not made fit for a 
calling, and that in a day. J believe you think 
me too proud to undertake any thing wherein 
I should acquit myself but unworthily. I am 
sure I cannot content myself with being under- 
most, possibly the middlemost of my profes- 
sion; and you will allow, on consideration, care 
is to be taken not to engage in a calling, where- 
in, if one chance to be a bungler, there is no 
retreat. A person must necds be very quick 
or inconsiderate, that can on a sudden resolve 
to transplant himself from a country, affairs, 
and study, upon probability, which, though 
your interest there may make you look on as 
certain, yet my want of fitness may probably 
disappoint : for certainly something is required 
O n  my side. I t  is not enough for such places 
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to  be in orders, arid I cannot think that prefer- 
ment of that nature should be thrown upon a 
man who has never given ally proof of himself, 
nor ever tried the pulpit. Would you not 
think i t  a stranger question, if I were to  ask 
you whether I must be first in these places or 
in orders; and yet, if you will consider with 
me, i t  will not perhaps seem altogether irra- 
tional; for should I put myself into orders, 
and, by the meanness of my abilities, grow un- 
worthy such expectations, (for you do not 
think that divines are now made, as formerly, 
by inspiration and on a sudden, nor learning 
caused by laying on of hands,) I unavoidably 
lose all my foriner study, and put  myself into 
a calling that will not leave me. Were i t  a 
profession from whence there were any return 
-and that, amongst all tile occurrences of life, 
may be very convenient-you would find me 
with as great forwardness to embrace your pro- 
posals, as I now acknowledge them with grati- 
tude. The same considerations have made me 
a long time reject very advantageous offers of 
several very considerable friends in England. 
I cannot now be forward to disgrace you, or 
any one else, by being lifted into a place which 
perhaps I cannot fill, and from whence there 
is no clescending without tumbling. If  any 

shame or misfortune attend me, i t  shall be only 
mine; and if I am covetous of any good for- 
tune, 'tis that one I love may share i t  with me. 
~ u t  your great obligation is not the less, be- 
cause I am not in a condition to receive the 
effect of it. I return all manner of acknow- 
ledgment due to so great a favour, and shall 
watch all occasions to let you see how sensible 
I am of it, and to assure you I am," &c. &c. 

Had he accepted this offer of preferment ; 
had he risen beyond that middlemost station 
in the Church, which his own modesty made 
him assign to himself, and to which his virtues 
must have condemned him : had he even risen 
to the highest station in that profession, he 
might have acquired all the reputation which 
belongs to a divine of great talents and learn- 
ing, or the still higher distinction of great mo- 
deration, candour, and Christian charity, so rare 
in a high churchman; but most certainly he 
would never have attained the name of a great 
philosopher, who has extended the bounds of 
human knowledge. 

There occurred in the course of Locke's life 
the choice of three distinct roads to fortune, 
and perhaps to celebrity, either of which was 
capable of influencing most powerfully, if not 
of totally cllailging his future destiny. The 
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temptation of considerable preferment in the 
Church, already nlentio~\ed, the practice of 
physic as a profession, or the opportunity of 
engaging in diplomatic employments, froin 
which last he seems, by his own account, to 
have had a narrow escape. I t  would have been 
unfortunate for his own renown, had he been 
swayed by the advantages which at  different 
times were held out to him ; i t  would also have 
been unfortunate for the progress of knowledge 
in the world, if he had placed himself under 
the influence of circumstances so capable of di- 
verting the current of his thoughts, and chang- 
ing his labours from their proper and most use- 
ful destination ; namely, the lifting of the veil 
of error; because an age might have elapsed 
before the appearance of so bold a searcher after 
truth. 

It appears, from Boyle's General History of 
the Air, that in 1666 Locke was engaged in 
experimental philosophy ; as he began a regis- 
ter of the state of the air in the month of June 
of that year, and continued it, with many in- 
terruptions, however, and some of very long 
continuance, till his final departure from Ox- 
ford in 1683. In a letter from Mr. Boyle, 
somewhat earlier than the first printed obser- 
vations, after praising the industry and curio- 

sity of his correspondent, he expresses a wish 
that lie should " search into the nature of mi- 
nerals," and promises to send some sheets of 

of enquiry into mines ; and i t  seems 
that Locke was at  that time much engaged 
in chymical as well as physical studies. 

'In the same year, 1666, he first became ac- 
quainted with Lord Ashley, afterwards the 
celebrated Earl of Shaftesbury ; and as acci- 
dents are frequently said to have the greatest 
influence in determining the course of men's 
lives, so, in this instance, the merest accident 
produced an acquaintar~ce which was after- 
wards ripened into the closest intimacy, and 
was the cause of turning his attention to poli- 
tical subjects, and thus materially affected the 
couise of his future life. 

Lord Ashley, we are informed, was suffering 
from an abscess in 'his breast, the consequence 
of a fall from his horse; and came to Oxford 
in order to drink the water of Astrop. H e  
had written to Dr.  Thomas to procure the 
waters for him on his arrival at  Oxford, but 
this physician happening to be called away 
from that place, desired Locke to execute the 
commission. By some accident, the waters 
were not ready when Lord Ashley arrived ; 
and IAocke waited upon him to apologize for 
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the disappointment occasioned by the fault of 
the messenger sent to procilre them. Lord 
Ashley received him with great civility, and 
was not only satisfied with his excuse, but was 
so much pleased with his conversation, that he 
desired to improve an acquaintance thus begun 
by accident, and which afterwards grew into 
a friendship that continued unchanged to the 
end of his life. 

Lord Ashley, better known as Lord Shaftes- 
bury, was a man of the greatest penetration and 
genius, to  which he united the most engaging 
manners and address. W e  may therefore rea- 
dily believe what L e  Clerc tells us, that Locke, 
on his part, was no less anxious to  cultivate the 
acquaintance of so distinguished a person. If  
the first services which Locke was enabled to 
render Lord Ashley were derived from his 
medical science, his sagacity and talent for 
business of every kind soon led to the most 
unreserved confidence ; and he continued, dur- 
ing the whole course of his life, through good 
report and evil report, steadily attached to his 
patron and his friend; nor will i t  be denied, 
that this steadiness of attachment was alike 
honourable to both. Mr. Fox  says, that Locke 
'' was probably caught by the splendid qualities 
of Shaftesbury ; his courage, his openness, his 

party zeal, his eloquence, his fair-dealing with 
1,is friends, and his superiority to vulgar cor- 
ruption ; aiid that his partiality might make 
him, on the other hand, blind to the indiffer- 
ence with which he (Shaftesbury) espoused 
eitller monarchical, arbitrary, or republican 
principles, as best suited his ambition. The 
createst blots in Shaftesbury's character are his a 
sitting on the Trials of the Regicides, and his 
persecution of the Papists in the affair of the 
Popish Plot, merely, as i t  should seem, because 
it suited the parties with which he was en- 
gaged." In  neither of these transactions could 
Locke have had the least part, as he had re- 
sided for mora than three years on the Con- 
tinent, chiefly in France, for the benefit of his 
health, and remained there during the heat and 
fury excited by the discovery of the Popish 
Plot. H e  had left England in December 1675, 
and returned not again before the lo th  of May 
1679. It will be remembered, that Bedloe's 
Narrative, and the trials, if they can so be 
called, of the Catholics charged with the plot, 
had taken place in 1678, and were finished in 

the early part of the following year. There 
cannot, therefore, be the slightest reason to 
suspect that Locke could have assisted in the 
rell-lotest Inanner to excite the blind No Popery 
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rage of those disgraceful times. Even had he 
been within the atmosphere of the raging epi- 
demic ; the love of truth, which at  all times so 
nobly distinguished him, would have preserved 
him from the national contagion. Although 
i t  is impossible to give the same verdict of not 
guilty in favour of Shaftesbury : yet, when 
we consider the temper of the age, and the 
delusions under which men laboured, some 
allowance must be made for that great party- 
leader, who, with all his faults, undoubtedly 
possessed many great qualities ; and before 
passing our final sentence upon him, one thing 
must never be forgotten, that to Shaftesbury 
we owe the Habeas Corpus Ac t ;  a political 
merit of such magnitude, that, like the virtue 
of charity, i t  may justly be said to cover a mul- 
titude of sins. 

T o  return, however, to  the early period of 
the connexion with Lord Ashley, tve learn 
that, from Oxford, Locke accompanied him 
to Sunning-hill Wells, and afterwards resided 
for some time, towards the end of the year, a t  
Exeter-House, in the Strand. Lord Ashley, 
also, by his advice, underwent an operation; 
which saved his life, the opening of an abscess 
on his breast. Dllring this residence with Lord 
Ashley in London, he had the opportunity of 
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seeing many of the most distinguished charac- 
ters of those times, the Duke  of Buckingham, 
Lord Halifax, &c. who, we are told, enjoyed 
the style of his conversation, which was a happy 
union of wit and good sense. L,e Clerc tells a 
story, that once, when three or four of these 
noblemen had met at Lord Ashley's, and, with- 
out much prelude, sat down to the card-table, 
Locke, taking out his pocket-book, and looking 
at the company, began to write, with the ap- 
pearance of great attention. One of the party 
observing him occupied in this manner, en- 
quired what he was writing; to which Locke 
replied, that he was extremely desirous of pro- 
fiting by their Lordships' conversation, and 
having waited impatiently for the opportunity 
of enjoying the society of some of the greatest 
wits of the age, he thought he could do no bet- 
ter than to take down verbatim what they said, 
and he began to read the notes that he had 
made. Of course, i t  was not necessary to pro- 
ceed far ; the jest produced the effect, the card- 
table was deserted, and the remainder of the 
evening was passed in a more rational and 
agreeable manner. 

W e  learn from L e  Clerc, that Locke was 
consulted by Lord Ashley in all his affairs, 
even in the most interesting concerns of his 
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family. H e  resided partly at  Exeter-House, 
and partly at Oxford; a t  which last place we 
know that, in 1670, his great work, the Essay 
on Human Understandiug, was first sketched 
out. It arose from the meeting, as the author 
says, of five or six friends at  his chambers, who 
finding difficulties in the enquiry and discussion 
they were engaged in, he was induced to ex- 
amine what objects our understandings were, 
or were not, fitted to deal with. The hasty 
thoughts which he set down against the next 
meeting, gave the first entrance to that dis- 
course which, after long intervals, and marly 
interruptions, was at last, during a period of 
leisure and retirement, brought into the order 
it assumed, when given to the world eighteen 
years afterwards. It has been said before, that 
a copy of the Essay exists with the date of 
1671, and it may here be added, that the names 
of two of the friends alluded to were Tyrrell 
and Thomas, a part of whose correspondence, 
as connected with the publication of the Essay, 
will appear when we come to that time. 

In 1672, Lord Ashley, after filling the office 
of Chancellor of the Exchequer, was created 
Earl of Shaftesbury, and declared Lord Chan- 
cellor. H e  then appointed Locke his Secretary 
for the presentation of benefices, and also to 

some office in the Council of Trade ; both of 
which he quitted in 1673, when Shaftesbury 
quarrelled with the Court, and placed himself 
at the head of the Country party in Parliament. 

It was at  the opening of the Parliament in 
1673, that Shaftesbury made w e  of that ex- 
traordinary expression, in reference to the war 
with Holland, " delenda est Carthago ;" not, it 
must be observed, in his speech as a peer, ex- 
pressing his own individual opinion, but in 
what may be called a supplemental speech 
made by the Lord Chancellor (according to the 
practice of the time) to that delivered by the 
Icing in person, and previously determined 
upon by the Icing in Council. Shaftesbury 
exp~essed to Locke the vexation he felt at  
being made the organ of such sentiments ; and 
practised as he was as a speaker and politician, 
and possessing as he did the greatest preser~ce 
of mind on all occasions, yet on this he desired 
Locke to stand near him with a copy of the 
speech in his hand, that lie might be ready to 
assist his memory, in case he should require it, 
in the painful task of delivering an official 
speech containing opinions so contrary to his 
own. 

During this administration, that unprincipled 
measure, the shutting of the Exchequer, had 
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been perpetrated. Clifford is now known to 
have been the autl~or and adviser, but as it has 
often been attributed to Shaftesbury, it is due 
to him to give his own refutation of that charge 
in a letter which he wrote to Locke. 

A second letter from Shaftesbury, uncon- 
nected with the question, and of a later date, 
has been added as a specimen of his light and 
playful style of correspondence. 

" THESE FOR HIS MUCH-ESTEEMED FItIEND, 

J O H S  LOCKE, ESQ. 

" St. Giles, Nov. 29,  1674. 
" MR. LOCKE, 

" I write only to you, and not to Mr. Strin- 
ger, because you write me word he is ill, for 
which I am exceedingly sorry, and pray 
heartily for his recovery, as being very much 
concerned both in friendship and interest. 

c6 As for Captain Halstead's affair, I have 
this day received the inclosed letter from him, 
which, when you have read, you will believe 
I have reason to desi~e to be freed from his 
clamour ; therefore, pray speak with him again, 
and tell him, that Mr. Stringer being sick, I 
have desired you to appear for me before the 
referees ; and that whatever they shall award, 
I have given orders to pay my proportion ; and 

that, according to his desire, I have writken as 
effectually as I can to the other Lords, that 
they would do the same. Pray keep his letter, 
and let me have it again. I have herewith sent 
an answer to the Lord Craven, and the rest of 
the Lords' letters, which I have not sealed that 
you may read it ; when you have read it, you 
may seal it, if you please. 

cc  Pray speak to South, at the Custom-House, 
that he would buy me one bushel of the best 
sort of chestnuts ; i t  is for planting ; and send 
them down by the carrier. 

" You guess very right at the design of the 
pamphlet you sent me; it is certainly designed 
to throw dirt at me, but is like the great pro- 
moters of it, foolish as well as false : i t  labours 
only to asperse the original author of the Coun- 
sel, which it will have to be one person, and 
therefore seems to know, and never considers 
that it is impossible that any statesman should 
be so mad as to give a counsel of that conse- 
quence to a junto or number of men, or to any 
but the Icing himself; who, i t  is not to be 
imagined, will ever become a witness against 
any man in such a case, especially when he hat11 
approved the Counsel so far as to continue the 
stop ever since by a new great seal every year. 
Besides, I am very well armed to clear myself, 

~ToI . .  I .  F 
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for i t  is not impossible for me to prove what 
my opinion was of it, wlien i t  was first pru- 
posed to the Counsel. And if any man con- 
sider the circumstance of time when i t  was done, 
that i t  was the prologue of making the Lord 
Clifford Lord Treasurer; he will not suspect 
me of the Counsel for that business, unless he 
thinks me a t  the same time out of my wits. 
Besides, if any of the bankers do enquire of the 
clerks of the Treasury, witli whom they are 
well acquainted, they will find that Sir Jolirl 
Duncome and I were so little satisfied witli that 
way of proceeding, as, frdm the time of the 
stop, we instantly quitted all paying and bor- 
rowing of money, and the whole transaction of 
that part of the affair, to the Lord Clifford, 
by whom from that time forward, i t  was 
only managed. I shall not deny but that I 
knew earlier of the counsel, and foresaw 
what necessarily must produce it sooner than 
other men, having the advantage of being 
more versed in the King's secret affairs ; but I 
hope i t  will not be expected by any that clo in 
the least know me, that I should have discovered 
the Icing's secret, or betrayed his business, what- 
ever my thoughts were of it. This worthy 
scribbler, if his law be true, or his quotation to 
the purpose, should have taken notice of the 

combination of the bankers, who take tlie pro- 
tection of the Court, a i d  do not take the reme- 
dy of the law against those upon whom they 
had assignments, by which they might have 
been enabled to pay their creditors ; for it is 
not to be thought tliat the Icing will put a stop 
tc their legal proceedings in a court of justice. 
Besides, if tlie writer had been really concerned 
for the bankers, he would have spoken a little 
freelier against the continuing of tlie stop in a 
time of peace, as well as against the first inaking 
of i t  in a time of war ; for, as I remember, there 
were some reasons offered for the first that had 
their weight, namely, that the bankers were 
grown destructive to the nation, especially to 
the country gentlemen and farmers, and their 
interest : that under the pretence, and by the 
advantage of lending the King money upoil 
very great use, they got all the ready money of 
the kingdom into their hands ; so that no 
gentleman, farmer, or n~erchant, colild, ~vithou t 
great difficulty, compass money for their occa- 
sions, unless at  almost double the rate the law 
allowed to he taken. That, as to the Iiing's af- 
fairs, they were grown to that pass, that twelve 
in the hundred did not content thein ; but they 
bought up all tlie Iiing's assignrnerit at tn-enty 
or thirty per cent. profit, so t l~a t  tile Iiing was 

y 2 
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at a fifth part loss in all the issue of his whole 
revenue. Besides, in support of the Counsel, 1 
remember it was alleged by them that favoured 
it without doors-for I speak only of them- 
that the Icing might, without any damage to 
the subject, or unreasonable oppression upon the 
bankers, pay them six in the hundred interest 
during the war, and 300,0001. each year of their 
principal, as soon as there was peace ; which, 
why it is not now done, the learned writer, I 
believe, hat11 friends can best tell him. This I 
write, that you may show my friends or any 
body else. The messenger staying for me, I 
have written it in haste, and not kept a copy ; 
therefore, I pray, lose not the letter. 

'( I am sorry you are like to fare so ill in your 
place, but you know where your compat~y is 
ever most desirable and acceptable. Pray let 
me see yo~z speedily, and I shall be ready to ac- 
commodate you in your annuity at  seven years' 
purchase, if you get not elsewhere a better bar- 
gain ; for I mould leave you free from care, and 
think of living long and at  ease. This from, 

Dear Sir, 
Your truly affectionate friend and servant, 

SHAFTESBURY." 

London, March 20,s. 

" MR. LOCKE, 

" WE long to see you here, and hope you 
have almost ended your travels. Somersetshire, 
no donbt, will perfect your breeding; after 
France and Oxford, you could not go to a more 
proper place. My wife finds you profit much 
there, for you have recovered your skill in Ched- 
der cheese, and for a demollstration have sent 
us one of the best we have seen. I thank you 
for your care about illy grandchild, but, having 
wearied myself with consideration every way, 
I resolve to have him in my house ; I long to 
speak with you about it. For news we have 
little, only our Governmerit here are so truly 
zealous for the advancement of the Protestant 
religion, as i t  is established in the Church of 
England, that they are sending the Common 
Prayer-book the second time into Scotland. KO 
doubt but my Lord Lauderdale knows i t  will 
agree with their present constitution ; but surely 
he was much mistaken when lie administered 
the Covenant to England; but we shall see 
how the tripodes and the holy altar will agree. 
My Lord of Ormond is said to be dying, so that 
you have Irish and Scotch news ; and for Eng- 
lish, you inake as much a t  Bristol as in any part 
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of the kingdom. Thus recommending you to 
the protection of the Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
(whose strong beer is the only spiritual thing 
any Soinersetshire gentleman knows,) I rest, 

Your affectionate and assured friend, 
SHAFTESBURY. "* 

* There are many letters from Mr. Stringer to Loclce, dur- 
ing his absence in France. A few extracts relative to Shaf- 
tesbury, &c. are here given. Mr. Stringer was Shaftesbury's 

attorney and secretary, arid lived uith him s t  Exeter or Tha- 
net Honse. On this account he fell under suspicion, was 
arrested, and carried before the P ~ i v y  Council, with all his 
papers, arriongst which was the original draft of the Exclu- 
sion bill agaiust the Duke of York, with alterations and 
corrections in the handwriting of an aspiring lawyer, who 
now by opposite nlaneuvres had become the King's attorney- 
general, and was oflicially present at  poor Stringer's examina- 
tion. Mr. Attorney, glancing over the papers a s  they were 
turned out of the green-bag on the council-board, perceived 
the well-known draft and the work of his own hand, which had 
been employed in giving the last polish to that bill. Aware 
of the danger he himself incurred, with great presence of mind 
he suggested to the I(ing, that this great mass of papers could 
be much more carefully and properly examined, by dividing 
the labour amongst different members of the council, and 
adroitly contrived to include the dreaded draft amongst 
those papers which he so willingly undertook the task of 
perusing. 

MIL. STRINGER T O  Loc~<~.--Extracts. 
" D E A R  SIR, London, April 9, 1677. 

'' I rcceived your letter from Tolouse, and am glad to hear 
you are so far on your journey towards us. I should he 

Anthony Collins gives the following account 
of that interesting paper, which details the whole 
proceedings in the House of Lords during the 
long-contested Bill for imposing what was called 
the Bishops' test. It is published in Locke's 
works under tlie title of A Letter from a Per- 

mighty glad all things would so far concur, that we inight 
be so happy to see you perfectly well in England this sum- 
mer. My Lord is yet in the Tower, with the other three to 
accompany him ; bot we expect this week a prorogation, and 
then the prisoners will be enlarged. There have been great 
endeavours against our little friend ; but; the air is now grown 
very clear, and the season toward the end of a stormy winter 
puts us in expectation of fair weather a t  hand. We hear of 
no other discourses concerning your two other friends, Rlr. 
H. and S. ; but that the fine month of April, that gives life 
and freshness to all other things, will send them out of a 
dirty 'stinking air, from ill-meaning, base, and despicable 
company, into the sweet and pleasant country." * * * 

" Our old friend is still in limbo, and now closer confined 
than ever. Mr. Hoskins, myself, and all but two or three 
that are necessary to his person, are excluded from seeing 
him, and for what reason we know not. 

" Your affectionate and humble servant, 
13th July, 1677. T. STRINGER!' 

" D E A R  SIR,  Thanet House, Aug. 16, 1677. 
' I  I thank God our friends at  the Tower andhere, are in 

very good health ; they want nothing but liberty, and that is 
not like to be had until the next prorogation. His Lord- 
ship desires you will get him the best maps of Champaigne 
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son of Quality to his Friend in the Country. 
By that Bill, entitled "An Act to prevent the 
dangers which may arise from persons disaffect- 
ed to the Government," brought in by the Court 
party in April and May 1675, all such as en- 

and Loraigne, Luxemburgh, and the country between the 
river Sambre and Luxemburgh, because the war in all proba- 
bility will come there again ; and likewise he desires you will 
enquire and let him know, what books ihe Dolphin was first 
initiated in to learn Latin. He apprehends there are some 
books both Latin and French, and other Janua linguarum or 
Colloquies, and also he desires to know what grammars ; this 
he conceives may be best learnt from those two printers that 
printed the Dolphin's books. Having your order, I opened 
the box of things, and have furnished him with those books 
you sent over. He has engaged to be very careful in restoring 
them; and in order thereunto, hath got a box to keep them in, 
apart from all other things ; and it proves a very good enter- 
tainment, in this time of close confinement, when his friends 
are not permitted to see him withont particular order under 
the hand of one of the Secretaries, who are generally very 
kind, and deny none that ask for leave, as I do hear of. 
Amongst those books his Lordship finds a printed paper of 
all the general officers of the King of hence,  f ~ r  the year 
1675 : if there are any such papers printed for the years 1676, 
1677, he desires you will give yourself the trouble of sending 
them unto him. 

" Your most atiectionate faithful servant, 
J. STRINGER." 

I have lately had a multitude of business, occasioned by 
our removal from Exeter House; and the gentleman who has 

joyed any beneficial office, or employment, civil 
or military, to which was afterwards added Privy 
Counsellors, Justices of the Peace, and Mem- 
bers of Parliament, were under a penalty to take 
the oath, and make the declaration and abhor- 
rence following : 

"1, A. B. do declare that it is not lawful 
upon any pretence whatever, to take up arms 
against the King; and that I do abhor the 
traitorous position of taking up arms by his 
authority, agczinst his person, or against those 
that are commissioned by him ; and I do swear 

taken it is coming to pull it down and rebuild it all into 
small tenements. My Lord Ashley and his Lady, with their 
two youngest sons, are gone to Haddon, to spend the re- 
mainder of this summer and ensuing winter there, to save 
charges and gather a good stock, that the next spring they 
may begin housekeeping at  -- . St. Giles being empty, 
my Lord of Shaftesbury arid his Countess are gone thither 
to visit Mrs. Anthony, who is left to their care and tuition, 
and a little after Michaelmas they resolve again to come to 
London. 

My Lord begs the kindness that you will deliver the en- 
closed, wherein is the copy of his note for trees. That which 
his Lordship desires, is, that you will pay for them and get 
them packed up and sent to some merchant here in London; 
and to send me word where it is that you think fit to direct 
them unto, and also to settle a correspondence with some 
person there, that my Lord upon any occasion may write to 
him for more, 
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that I will not at  any time endeavour the alter- 
ation of the Government either in Church or 
State. So help me God." 

Such of the Lords as had no dependance 
.upon the Court, and were distinguished by the 
name of the Country Lords, looked upon this 
bill as a step the Court was making to intro- 
duce arbitrary power, and they opposed i t  so 
vigorously, that the debate lasted five several 
days before i t  was committed to a Committee 
of the whole House, and afterwards i t  took up 
sixteen or seventeen whole days, the house 
sitting many times till eight or nine of the 
clock at  night, and sometimes till midnight. 
However, after several alterations, which they 
were forced to make, i t  passed the Committee, 
but, a contest arising between the two Houses 
concerning their privileges, they were so in- 
flamed against each other, that the King 
thought i t  advisable to pmrogue the Parlia- 
ment, so the Bill was never reported from the 
Committee to the House. 

The debates occasioned by that bill failed 
not to make a great noise throughout the whole 
kingdom ; and because there were very few 
persons duly apprised thereof, and every body 
spolce of it as they stood affected, my Lord 
Shaftesbury, who was at  the head of the Coun- 

try party, thought i t  necessary to publish an 
account of every thing that had passed upon 
that occasion, in order not only to open the 
people's eyes upon the secret views of the 
Court, but to do justice to the Country Lords, 
and thereby to secure to them the continuance 
of the affection and attachment of such as were 
of the same opinion with themselves, which 
was the most considerable part of the nation. 
But though this Lord had all the faculties of 
an orator, yet not having time to exercise him- 
self in the art of writing, lle desired Mr. Loclce 
to draw up the relation, which he did under 
his Lordship's inspection, and only committed 
to writing what my Lord Shaftesbury did in 
a manner dictate to him : accordingly, you 
will find in i t  a. great many strokes wl~ich could 
proceed from i~obody but my Lord Sliaftes- 
bury himself; and amongst others, the cha- 
racters and eulogiums of such Lords as had 
signalised themselves in the cause of public 
liberty. 

T l ~ e  letter was privately printed soon after- 
wards ; and the Court was so incensed at it, 
that at  the next meeting of Parliament, to- 
wards the end of the year 1675, the Court 
party, who still kept the ascendant in the 
EIouse of Lords, ordered it to be burned by 
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the common hangman. " The particular rela- 
tion of the debate," says the ingenious Mr. 
Marvel, a which lasted many days with great 
eagerness on both sides, and the reasons but 
on one, was, in the next sessions, burnt by 
order of the Lords, but the sparks of i t  will 
eternally fly in their adversaries' faces." 

The follo~ving letter, in Locke's handwrit- 
ing, ii~dorsed Charles 11. to Sir George Down- 

rd Shaftes- ing, was probably procured from Lo- 
bury. 

' I  White Hall, Jan. 16,O. S. 1671. 

" SIR GEORGE DOWNING.  

6 6  I have seen all the letters to my Lord 
Arlington since your arrival in Holland, and 
because I find you sometimes divided in your 
opinion betwixt what seems good to you for 
my aEairs in the various emergencies and ap- 
pearances there, and what my instructions 
direct you, that you may not err in the future, 
I have thought fit to send you my last mind 
upon the hinge of the whole negotiation, and 
in my owxi hand, that you may likewise know 
it  is your part to obey punctually my orders, 
instead of putting yourself to the trouble of 
finding reasons why you do not do so, as I find 
ill your last of the 12th currellt. Arid first you 

must know I an1 entirely secure that France will 
join with me against Holland, and not separate 
from me for any offers Holland can make to 
tbern ; next, I do allow of your transmitting 
to me the States' answer to your Memorial 
concerning the flags, and that you stay there 
expecting my last resolution upon it, declaring 
that you cannot proceed to any new matter till 
you receive i t  ; but upon the w hole matter, 
you must always know my mind and resolu- 
tion is, not only to insist upon the having my 
flag saluted even on their very shores, (as i t  
was always practised,) but in having my do- 
minion of the seas asserted, and Van Guerit 
exemplarily punished. Notwithstanding all 
this, I would have you use your skill so to 
amuse them that they may not finally despair 
of me, and thereby give me time to make 
myself more ready, and leave them more re- 
miss in their preparations. I n  the last place, 
I must again enjoin you to spare no cost in 
informing yourself exactly how ready their 
ships of war are in all their ports, how soon 
they are like to  put to sea, and to send what 
you learn of this kind hither with all speed. 

" I am, your loving friend. 
CHARI,ES R." 
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It appears that the asthmatic complaint with 
which 1,ocke was aflRicted during nearly the last 
thirty years of his life, began t o  show itself at  
least as early as 1671. W e  find from the fol- 
lowii~g letter to Dr. Mappletoft, that a residence 
in the South of France was at  that time in con- 
templation ; but whether Locke act~ially went 
to  reside in France for the benefit of his health 
before 1G75 is uncertain. Monsieur L e  Clerc 
says, that he attended the Earl of Northum- 
berland to Paris in 1668, and returned after a 
short time in consequence of the Earl's death. 

L O C K E  T O  DI1. MAPPLETOFT. 

Sutton, Oct. 7, 71. 
" DEAR SIR, 

THOUGH before the receipt of your last 
letter (which, by my slow progress hither, I 
overtook not till this night,) I was very well 
assured of your friendship, yet the concernmer~t 
you express for my health, and the kindness 
wherewith you press my journey into France, 
give me fresh and obliging testimonies of it. 
This is so far from an offence against decorurn, 
or needing an apology on that score, that J 
think the harder you ask for i t  is the only thing 
I ought to take amiss from you, if I could take 

so much kindness and so much sincerity. I am 
now making haste back again to London, to 
returr? you my thanks for this and several other 
favours ; and then having made you judge of 
my state of health, desire your advice what you 
think best to be done ; ~vherein you are to deal 
with me with the same freedom, since nothing 
will be able to make me leave those friends I 
have in England but the positive direction of 
some of those friends for my going. But how- 
ever I dispose of myself, I shall dwell amidst the 
marks of your kindness, and shall enjoy the air 
of Hampstead Heath or Montpellier as that 
wherein your care and friendship hat11 placed 
me, and my health will not be less welcome to 
me when i t  comes by yonr advice, and brings 
with-it the hopes that I may have longer time 
in the world to assure you with what affection 
and sincerity I am, 

Sir, your most humble servant, 
And faithful friend, 

J. LOCKE." 
" To his much honoured friend 

Dr. John Mappletoft, a t  Mr. 
Trimmer's, over against the 
George, Lombard Street, 
London." 

amiss any thing from one who treats me with 
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" Paris, R2d June, 77. 

66  I arrived here about the beginning of the 
month with the remains of a very untoward 
ague upon me, which seized and kept me 
awhile upon the way, but I thank God have 
now pretty well recovered my strength, so that 
if you have any commands for me her;, I might 
hope to execute them ; but I have little expec- 
tation of any from you, that when you were 
here yourself and breathed the air of this place, 
which seems to me not very much to favour 
the severer sects of philosophers, were yet so 
great a one as to provide for all your necessities 
with only a crown or two, will not, I guess, now 
that you are out of the sight of all our gaudy 
fashionable temptations, have much employ- 
ment for a factor here ; but yet if either ab- 
sence (which sometimes increases our desires) or 
love (which we see every day produces strange 
effects in the world) have softened you, or dis- 
posed you towards any liking of any of our 
fine new things, 'tis but saying so, and I am 
ready to furnish you, and should be sorry not 
to be employed. Were I t,o advise, perhaps I 
should say to you, that the lodging at  Gresham 
College were a very quiet and comfortable ha- 
bitation. 1 know not how I am got into this 
chapter of love, unless the genius of the place 

inspires me with it, for I do not find that my 
ague has much inclined me to the thought of 
it. My health, which you are so kind to in 
your wishes, is the only mistress I have a long 
time courted, and is so coy a one, that I think 
i t  will take up the remainder of my days to 
obtain her good graces and keep her in good 
humour. She has of late been very wayward, 
but I hope is now coming about again. I 
should be glad that my constant addresses 
should at last prevail with her, that I might be 
in a better condition and enjoy and seave you. 
Being with all sincerity, 

Dear Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 

J. LOCKE." 
" My service; I beseech you, to all my friends 

in your walks, part,icularly Dr. Sydenham : the 
spell held till I had left Montpellier, for by all 
the art and industry I could use, I could not 
get a book of his to Montpeliier till the week 
after I had left it. I shall be glad to hear that 
it every day gains ground, though that be not 
always the fate of useful truth, especially at  
first setting out. I shall perhaps be able to 
give him an account of what some ingenious 
men think of it here : though I imagine he is 
too well satisfied with the truth in it, and the 

VOL.  I. G 
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design that made him publish it, that he mat- 
ters not much what men think, yet there is 
usually a very great and allowable pleasure to  
see the tree take and thrive in our time which 
we ourselves have planted ." 

(' Lyon, 8 November, 78. 

" DEAR SIR, 

'( IF all the world should go to Rome, I think 
I should never, having been twice firmly bent 
upon it, the time set, the company agreed, and 
as Inany times defeated. I came hither in all 
haste from Montpellier (from whence I write 
to you) with the same design ; but old Fa- 
ther Winter, armed with all his snow and 
icicles, keeps guard on Mount Cenis, and will 
not let me pass. But since I cannot get over 
the hill, I desire your letters may not:  they 
may now keep their old road to M. Charas's, 
where I hope in a few days to see and be ac- 
quainted with your friend Dr. Badgen; and so 
having seen the winter over at Paris, return to 
you early in the spring. Were I not accus- 
tomed to have Fortune to dispose of me con- 
trary to my design and expectation, I should 
be very angry to be thus turned out of my way, 
wl~ell I imagined myself almost at the suburbs 

of Rome, and made sure in a few days to 
mount the capitol and trace the footsteps of 
the Scipios and the Czsars; but I am made to 
know that 'tis a bold thing to be projecting of 
things for to-morrow, and that i t  is fit such a 
slight bubble as I am should let itself be carried 
at the fancy of wind and tide, without pretend- 
ing to direct its own motion. I think I shall 
learn to do so hereafter,-this is the surest way 
to be at  ease. But hold, I forget you have 
quitted Galen for Plutarch, and 'tis a little too 
confident to talk philosophy to one who con- 
verses daily with Xenophon. I cannot tell how 
to blame your design, but I must confess to 
you I like our calling the worse since you have 
quitted i t :  yet I hope i t  is not to make way 
for another with inore indissoluble chains, with 
greater cares and solicitudes accompanying it. 
If i t  be so, you need be well prepared with 
philosophy, and may find it necessary sometime 
to take a dram of Tully de consolatione. I can- 
not forbear to touch, en passant, the chapter 
of matrimony, which methinks you are still 
hankering after ; but if ever you sho~lld chance 
so to be given up as to marry, and like other 
loving husbands tell your wife who has dis- 
suaded you, what a case shall I be in ! All 

G 2 
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my comfort is that 'tis no personal malice to 
the woman, and I am sure I have nothing but 
friendship for you, for 1 am with sincerity, 

Your most affectionate humble servant, 
J. LOCKE." 

" To Dr. John Mappletoft." 

I n  1675, 1,ocke went to reside in France for 
the benefit of his health, and, from the time of 
his landing at Calais, he kept a daily Journal, 
from which the following extracts have been 
made. The original contains a description of 
the country, and of such things as were best 
worth seeing in the different towns of France. 
It describes with much minuteness and accuracy 
the cultivation of the vine and olive country, 
the different processes of the fermentation of 
wine, and of preparing the oils, and the different 
sorts of fruit there in highest estimation. It 
gives an account of mechanical and other con- 
trivances, and objects of use and convenience, 
then more common in France than in England. 
There are also many medical observations, many 
notes and references to books, which it has been 
thought proper for the sake of brevity to omit. 
For the same reason, the first part only of the 
Journal has been printed verbatim : it has after- 
wards been much curtailed, and the notes and 

dissertations on different subjects, interspersed 
in different parts, are collected together in a 
connected form at the end of these extracts. I11 

general, the particulars which have been selected 
from the Journal are such as are either curious 
and interesting, as records of forrner times, or as 
they afford a contrast between the present pros- 
perous state of France and its former condition ; 
where the extremes of splendour and misery 
marked the nature of the old and despotic Go- 
vernment, the paradise of monarchs and cour- 
tiers, b ~ l t  the purgatory of honest and indus- 
trious citizens and peasants, whom French law- 
yers were pleased to describe, and French no- 
bles to treat, as " tailleable et corveable" ani- 
mals, who lived, and moved, and had their 
beings only for the benefit of the privileged 
orders. 
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EXTRACTS F R O M  THE JOURNAL." 

THE way from Boulogne is made up of hills 
and plains, covered with corn or woods ; in the 
latter we looked out for our friends of St. Omer's, 
but the Dons were afraid of the French or of 
us, (I do not imagine they had any aversion to 
our money,) and so we saw no more whiskers. 
After this, those that had money thought it 
their own, and believed their clothes might last 
them to Paris, where the tailors lie in wait: 
and I know not whether they with their yards 
and shears, or the trooper with his sword and 
pistol, be the more dangerous creature. W e  
marched on merrily the remainder of the day 
to Montreuil; supper was ready before our 
boots were off, and, being fish, as soon digested. 

DEC. 1. Early on a frosty morning we were, 
with all the train, on our marc11 to Abbeville, 

* The Journal begins 30th November, 1675. 

ten leagues : i t  is a large town on the Alniens 
river : here his Excellency dismissed his St. 
Omer's trumpeter. 

2nd. The Ambassador resolving to go by 
Amiens, our governor, the messenger, resolved 
to take the ordinary road by Poy, which we, 
who went to seek adventure beyond Paris, 
easily consented to. W e  therefore plodded on 
nine leagues to Poy ; we were no sooner got 
into our chambers, but we thought we were 
come there too soon, as the highway seemed the 
cleaner and more desirable place. I t  being de- 
creed we must stay there all night, I called, en- 
treated, and swaggered a good while for a pair 
of slippers ; at last they brought them, and I 
sat me down on the only seat we had in our 
apartment, which at present was a form, but 
had formerly been a wooden-horse: I thought 
to ease myself by standing, but wit11 no very 
good success, I assure you ; for the soles of my 
pantofles being sturdy timber, had very little 
compliance for my feet, and so made i t  some- 
what uncomfortable to keep myself, as the 
French call it, on one end. This small taste of 
sabot gave me a surfeit of them, and I should 
not make choice of a country to pass my pilgrj- 
lnage in where they are in fashion : as we had 
but two pair between three of us, tliere could 
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not be a nicer case in breeding than to know 
whether to take, offer, or refuse their use. Many 
compliments, I assure you, passed on the occa- 
sion ; we shuffled favour, obligation, and honour, 
and many such words, (very useful in travel- 
ling,) forward and backward until supper came ; 
here we thought to divert our pain, but we 
quickly found a supper of ill meat, aad worse 
cooking: soup and ragout, and such other 
words of good savour, lost here their relish quite, 
and out of five or six dishes, we patched up a 
very uncomfortable supper. But be it as ras- 
cally as it was, it must not fail to be fashion- 
able ; we had the ceremony of first and second 
course, and a dessert at the close : whatever the 
fare, the treat must be in all its formality, with 
some haws, if no better, under the fine name of 
Pomet de Paradise. After supper, we retreat- 
ed to the place that usually gives relief to all 
moderate calamities, but our beds were anti- 
dotes to sleep: I do riot complain of the hard- 
ness, but the tangible quality of what was next 
me, and the savour of all about made me quite 
forget both slippers and supper. As we had a 
long journey of twelve leagues to go next day, 
our stay was fortunately short here: we were 
roused before day, and all were glad to be re- 
leased from the prison ; we willingly left i t  to 

the miserable souls who were to succeed us. If  
Paris be heaven, (for the French, with their 
usual justice, extol it above all things on earth,) 
Poy certainly is Purgatory in the way to it. 

3rd. W e  dined at Beauvais, where I saw 
nothing remarkable ekcept the quire of a 
church, very high and stately, built, as they 
say, by the English, who, it seems, had not 
time to complete the whole, and the French 
have never thought, fit to finish it. If the nave 
of the church were added, i t  would be a mag- 
nificent structure. As far as I have observed 
of the churches of both countries, to make them 
in every way exact, we ought to build, and 
they to adorn them. Hence, we went three 
leagues to Tilliard to bed. Good mutton, and 
a good supper, clean linen of the country, and a 
pretty girl to lay it, (who was an angel compared 
with the fiends at Poy,) made us some amends 
for the past night's suffering. D o  riot wonder 
that a man of my constitution and gravity men- 
tions to you a handsome face amongst his re- 
marks, for I imagine that a traveller, though he 
carry a cough with him, goes not out of his 
way when he takes notice of strange and extra- 
ordinary things. 

4th. W e  dined at Beaumont. This being 
the last assembly we were like to have of 



9 0 THE LIFE OF JOIIN LOCIiE. 9 1 

our company, 'twas thought convenient here to 
even some small account had happened upon 
the road : one of the Frenchmen, who had dis- 
bursed for our troop, was, by the natural quick- 
ness of his temper, carried beyond the mark, 
and demanded for our shares more than we 
thought due. Whereupon, one of the English 
desired an account of particulars, not that the 
whole was so considerable, but to keep a certain 
custom we had in England, not to pay money 
without knowing for wliat. Monsieur answer- 
ed briskly, he would give no account; the 
other as briskly, that he would have i t :  this 
produced a reckoning of the several disburse- 
ments, and an abatement of one-fourth of the 
demand, and a great demonstration of good na- 
ture. Monsieur steward showed afterwards 
more civility and good nature, after the little 
contest, than he had done all the journey be- 
fore. 

# * * .m 

Thus, in seven days, we came from Paris to 
Lyons, 100 leagues ; the passage to Chalons 
was troublesome; from Chalons by water was 
very easy and convenient, and the river quiet. 

21st. Lyons.- W e  visited Mr. Charleton, 
who treated us extreme civilly. They showed 
us, upon the top of the hill, a church, now 

dedicated to the Virgin, which was formerly 
a Temple of Venus: near it dwelt Thoinas 
Becket, when banished from England. 

22nd. W e  saw the Jes~zits' College ; a large 
quadrangle, surrounded by high buildings, hav- 
ing the walls covered with pretty well-painted 
figures. The library is the best that ever I 
saw, except Oxford, being one very high oblong 
square, with a gallery round to come at the 
books ; it  is yet but moderately furnished with 
books, being made, as they told us, not above 
a year. The College is pleasantly situated on 
the banks of the Rhone, and hat11 a very excel- 
lent prospect. Saw M. Servis's museum of 
pumps, clocks, and curiosities. 

23rd. Saw St. John's Church, the cathedral, 
a very plain, ordinary building, nothing very 
observable but the clock, which they say cost 
20,000 livres: at every hour, the image of an 
old man, designed for the Father, shakes his 
hand ; this is what is most looked at, but of 
least moment, there being other things far more 
considerable ; as the place of the sun, dominical 
letter, Epact, moveable feasts, and other things 
of an almanack, for almost a hundred years to 
come. 

24th. I saw a little Castle, called Pierre en 
Cise, upon the river Soane, at the entrance into 
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the town. It is a place used to keep prisoners; 
indeed, i t  is much better fitted to keep crimi- 
nals in, than enemies out. It is a little, irregu- 
lar fortification on a rock, which hath a precipice 
on all sides, and is high towards the river, and 
two other sides, but commanded by hills much 
higher; here Fouquet was once prisoner. 
Here the hill on the left-hand turns short to- 
wards the Rhone, and leaves a long plain neck 
of land between the two rivers, on which the 
greatest part of Lyons is built, in narrow, irre- 
gular streets ; stone houses, flat-roofed, covered 
with pantiles, and some turrets, and the angle 
of the roofs with tin. A good part of the town 
lies also on the right-hand of the Soane i and 
the sides of the hills are covered with houses, 
gardens, and vineyards, so that it is a pleasant 
place. The town-house is a stately building. 

25th. Saw a fine fair prospect of the town 
from the hills on the north side. The Hotel 
Dieu, a fair large hospital, containing, as they 
told me, five hundred sick persons : they lie in 
a room which is a large cross, and three rows of 
beds in each : two of the arms of the cross have 
men, and two women ; in the centre is an altar. 

26th. I saw the Charitk, consisting of nine 
square courts, and there are in them 1500, as I 
am told, maintained and lodged here. They 

receive bastards, and, as soon as they are able, 
employ them in winding silk, the manner where- 
of, it being holiday, we could not see. The 
most considerable thing we saw was their gra- 
nary, one hundred steps long, and thirty-six 
broad, windows open all round : there are con- 
stantly in i t  6000 asnees of wheat,-one asnee is 
an ass load of six bushels. They turn the corn 
every day, about which seven inen are employ- 
ed ; when the boys are grown up, they bind 
thern out to traders. It is a noble foundation, 
arid has a large revenue. 

27th. By the old town of Vienne to St. Val- 
lier, through a pleasant valley of the Rlione, 
with mulberry and walnut trees set in exact 
quincunx at the distance of our apple trees in 
England. 

28th. To Valence, seven leagues. Pretty 
large town, ill- built ; the cathedral the plainest 
I had any where seen. The Scola Juris et 
Medicinz here very mean. As we came along, 
we passed by the Hermitage, the place so fa- 
mous for wine; i t  is on the side of a hill open 
to the south, and a little west, about a mile 
long, beginning just at  Thuin. W e  also saw 
the citadel, which we got into with some diffi- 
culty; and there was reason for the caution, we 
being four, and there being a garrison in it of 
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but one man and one great gun, which was left 
behind (when the Iiing lately took away all 
the rest for his ships) for a fault very frequent 
in this country, viz. in the touch-hole. 

29th. Montelimart. Streets broad and build- 
ings better, though not altogether so big as 
Valence. 

30th. To Pont St. Esprit, five leagues. T o  

this place we had the Rhone on our right-hand, 
and the high barren hills of Dauphin6 on the 
left. The valley is in some places a league or 
two broad ; in some broader, and in some very 
narrow. In great part of the journey from 
Lyons, the soil was covered with great round 
pebbles, in some places so thick that no earth 
was seen, and yet all along the corn was sown. 
I n  many places the mulberry trees and al- 
monds, set in quincunx, covered the corn as 
thick as apple-trees in an orchard in England. 
W e  saw several digging the ground, and some 
ploughing, with a very little light plough with 
one handle, drawn by a pair of cows, steers, or 
asses. The soil very light and sandy; they 
turn it up not above two or three inches deep. 
I n  this valley we crossed many rivers and rivu- 
lets ; one by ferry, some by bridges and fords, 
and the channels of some quite dry; but all 
appeared to be sometimes great and swift tor- 

rents, when either rain or melteds now is pour- 
ed down into them from the high hills of Dau- 
phin& About half a league from St. Vallier, 
we saw a house, a little out of the way, where 
they say Pilate lived in banishment. W e  met 
with the owner, who seemed to doubt the truth 
of the story; but told us there was Mosaic 
work very ancient in one of the floors. At 
Chateau Neuf, we got up a hill which runs di- 
rectly to the Rhone, and the Rhone through 
it, as the Avon at the Hot  Wells. Much box 
and lavender : a prospect of a large valley much 
broader than any part between Vienne and 
Chateau Neuf. Three leagues to Pallu, a little 
town belonging to the Pope. Orie league from 
hence, we came to Pont St. Esprit, a bridge 
over the Rhone, on eighteen great arches, 1100 
of my steps; the ascent to the top one hun- 
dred and twenty steps, over six lesser arches 
on the east side : they reckon twenty-seven 
arches in all, besides a little one between each 
of the eighteen great arches. The bridge is 
very narrow, paved with little square stones 
very regularly placed ; at the end of it, on the 
west side, is the town of St. Esprit, and a cita- 
del ; in i t  we saw some soldiers, and a few un- 
mounted small brass guns. The bridge is not 
exactly straight, but about the middle makes 
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an obtuse angle towards the current of the 
river. 

Three leagues from Pon t  St. Esprit, we came 
to Orange, a little town within a square wall, 
less than Bath within the walls. The half- 
moons at the entrance of the gate are demo- 
lished by the King of France, and the castles, 
which were upon a rocky hill just over it. 
Heie we also saw Marius's triumphal arch, a 
piece of very handsome building with trophies 
and Marius's old sibyl on it. There remains 
also a very stately piece of Roman building, 
very high, and one hundred and seventy-six of 
my steps in front, on seventeen arches : they 
call i t  an amphitheatre ; but the figure of it 
seems not at all to favow that opinion, being 
thus r 1 as it now stands. There is 
also in the floor of a little house, mosaic work 
very perfect; there was but one figure, which 
was of a cat. Here I also saw the way of wind- 
ing silk by an engine, that turns at once one 
hundred and thirty-four bobbins ; i t  is too in- 
tricate to be described on so short a view ; but 
all these were turned by  one woman, and they 
both twisted and wound off the silk at once. 
The proportion of population of the town, are 
twelve Protestants to nine Papists; two Pro- 
testant and two Papist consuls ; two Protestant 

churches in the town; one we were in is a pret- 
ty sort af building, one stone arch, like a bridge, 
running the whole length of the church, and 
stlpporting the rafters, like the main beam of 
the building; a new but not incommodious 
way for such a room. 

31st. Avignon, four leagues, situated in a 
large valley on the banks of the Rhone, which 
goes about half round it  ; the walls are all en- 
tire, and no house near them ; battlements and 
towers at little distances, after the old way of 
fortification : the streets wider, and the town 
better built than any between this and Lyons. 
The Pope's palace, a large old building with 
high towers ; we saw, besides the hall, three or 
four rooms hung with damask, and in another 
part of the Palace a large handsome room, where 
the conclave fornlerly was kept when the Pope 
resided here. 

JAN.  st, 1676. The quire of St. Peter's 
church very rich in gilding and painting, as is 
the altar of the Celestins ; their convent, a very 
large one, kept very clean. The Vice-Legate 
went to the Jesuits' church with a guard of 
about twelve Swiss. The Jews have a quarter 
to themselves, where they have a synagogue; 
they wear yellowhatsfordistinction. Hereare 
some arches standing of a bridge, much after 
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the fashion of Pont St. Esprit ; i t  fell down 
some years since, and to encourage the reboild- 
ir~g of it, they have the last year set up  the sta- 
tue of one St. Benedict, a shepherd, who built 
the former bridge. The Rhone, in November 
1674, rose fifteen feet higher than the top of 
the water as i t  now is; we saw marks of the 
inundation far from the river. Avigt~on is go- 
verned by a Vice-Legate ; the employment is 
worth about 5,0001. sterling. There is no tax 
laid upon the country, which is long and broad ; 
the greatest part of the trade is silk, and the 
people look comfortable and thriving. W e  
paid one livre per meal for each of us, and one 
livre per night per horse. 

2nd. W e  passed the Rhone partly by the 
trill, a way of ferry usual in these parts, and 
partly by the remains of the bridge. Our port- 
manteaus were not searched as we expected ; 
our voiturin made us pass for Swiss. Hence 
we went to Pont  du Gard, an admirable struc- 
ture ; some of the arches of the second row 
were thirty steps wide. Saw them preparing 
their vines ; some pruned. 

3rd. T o  Nismes. Here we saw the amphi- 
theatre, an admirable structure of very large 
stones, built apparently without mortar : at the 

entrance, which is under an arch, the wall is 
seventeen paces thicli ; ascending the stairs, we 
come to a walk, in which there are towards the 
outside sixty arches in the whole circumfere~~ce, 
the space of each arch being eleven of my paces, 
660 of my steps in a circle two or three yards 
inside the outmost bounds of it. In all those 
arches, to support the walls over the passage 
where you go round, there is a stone laid, about 
twenty inches or two feet square, and about six 
times the length of m y  sword, which was near 
about a philosophical yard long ; upon which 
were turned other arches contrary to those by 
wliich the light entered ; inost of these stones 
I observed to be cracked, which I suppose might 
be the effect of the fire which Deyron tells us, 
in his " Antiquit& de Nismes," the Cllristians 
heretofore applied, with design to destroy this 
amphitheatre. I t  would hold 20,000 persons, 
and was built by Antoninus Pius, of great 
squared stones, almost as hard as grey marble. 
Thus stands, almost entire yet, this wonderful 
structure, in spite of the force of 1,500 years, 
and the attempts of the first Christians, who, 
both by fire and with tools, endeavoured to ruin 
it. There are many other antiquities in this 
town. For the use of Nisnies, the Pont du 
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Gard was built over the river Gardon; on three 
rows of arches, one over tile other; it carried 
the water of the fountzin d'Aure to Nismes, 
from whence it is three leagues ; but the aque- 
duct, sometimes carried on arches, sometimes 
cut through rocks, is four leagues long. 

The Protestants at Nismes have now but one 
temple, the other being pulled down by the 
Icing's order about four years since. Two of 
their consuls are Papists, and two Protestants, 
but are not permitted to receive the sacrament 
in their robes as formerly. The Protestants 
had built themselves an hospital for their sick, 
but that is taken from thein : a chamber in i t  is 
left for their sick, but never used, because the 
Priests trouble them when there ; but notwith- 
standing their discouragement, I do not find 
that many of them go over : one of then1 told 
me, when I asked him the question, that the 
Papists did nothing but by force or money. 

4th. W e  arrived at Montpellier late in the 
night, having dined at a Protestant inn, at 
Lunel, three leagues from Montpellier, where 
we were well used. We paid our voiturin 
twelve crowns a-piece from Lyons hither; 
when we went out of the way, we were to 
pay for our own and the horses' meat, fifteen 
sous dinner, twenty-five supper, (for all the 

company eat together,) and fifteen sous horse- 
meat a night. 

8th. I walked, and found them gathering 
of olives, a black fruit, the bigness of an acorn, 
with which the trees were thick hung. . 

All the highways are filled with gamesters 
at  mall, so that walkers are in some danger of 
knocks. 

9th. I walked to a fine garden, a little mile 
from the town'; the walks were bays and some 
others, cypress-trees of great height and some 
pine-trees : at the entrance there is a fair large 
pond, where i t  is said the ladies bathe in sum- 
mer, and, if the weather of midsummer answer 
the warmth of this day, the ladies will cer- 
tainly need a cooler. Furniture of the kitch- 
ens, some pewter, some brass, and abundance 
of pipkins. All the world at  mall, and the 
mountebank's tricks. 

13th. Several asses and mules laden with 
green brushwood, of evergreen oak and bays, 
brought to town for fuel ; most of their labour 
done by inllles and asses. Between Lyons and 
Vienne we met people riding post on asses; 
and on the road we met several mules, some 
whereof we were told had 800 weight upon 
them, and several women riding astride, son~e 
with caps and feathers: we met more people 
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travelling between Lyons and Montpellier by 
much, than between Paris and Lyons, where 
were very few. 

14th. The women carrying earth in little 
baskets on their heads, running in their sabots 
as they returned for new burthens. Wages 
for men twelve SOUS, for wornen five sous, a t  
this time; in summer, about harvest, eighteen 
for men, and seven for women. 

18th. About nine in the morning, I went 
to the town-house, where the States of Lan- 
guedoc, which were then assembled in the 
town, used to sit every day. The room is a 
fair room ; at the upper end, in the middle, 
is a seat, higher somewhat than the rest, where 
the Duc  de Vernule, governor of the Province, 
sits, when he comes to the assembly, which is 
but seldom, and only upon occasions of pro- 
posing something to them. A t  other times, 
Cardinal Bonzi, who is Archbishop of Nar- 
bonne, takes that seat which is under the ca- 
nopy ; on the right-hand sit the bishops, twenty- 
two, and the barons, twenty-five ; the deputies 
of the town about forty-four. About ten they 
began to drop into the room, where the bishops 
put on their habits, richly laced ; cardinal in 
scarlet : when he arrives, away they go to mass 
at NGtre Dame, a church just by, and so about 

eleven they return and begin to sit, arid rise 
again at  twelve, seldom sitting in the after- 
noon, but upon extraordinary occasions : they 
are constantly assembled four months in the 
year, beginning in October, and ending in 
February. 

19th. The Physic garden, well contrived for 
plants of all sorts, open and shady and boggy, 
set most in high beds, as it were in long stone 
troughs, with walks between, and numbers in 
order engraved on the stone, to direct the stu- 
dent to the plant. 

[Then follows a long description of the ma- 
nagement of a vineyard, which is omitted ; de- 
scription and process of making verdigrise, 
omitted ; description of olive harvest and oil 
pressing, all of which are omitted.] 

Uzes a town in the province, not far from 
Nismes, was wont to send every year a Protes- 
tant Deputy to  tlie Assembly of the States at  
Montpellier, the greatest part being Protestant; 
but they were forbid to do i t  this year; and 
tllis week the 13rotestants have an order from 
the icing to choose no more consuls of tlie town 
of their religion, and their temple is ordered to 
be pulled down, the only one they have left 
there, tl~ough three quarters of the town be 
l'rotestal~ts. The pretence given is, that their 
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temple being too near the Papist church, their 
singing of psalms disturbed the service. 

FEB. 1st. Here was in the street a bustle ; 
the cause this, some that were listing soldiers 
slid money into a countryman's pocket, and 
then would force him to go with them, having, 
as they said, received the King's money; he 
refused to go, and the women, by crowding and 
force, redeemed him. These artifices are em- 
ployed where pressing is not allowed ; it is a 
usual trick, if any one drink the King's health, 
to give him press money, and force him to go 
a soldier, pretending that having drunk his 
health, he is bound to fight for him. 

Interest by law here is 64 per cent. but those 
who have good credit may borrow at five. 

The Icing has made an edict, that those who 
merchandize, but do not use the yard, shall not 
lose their gentility. 

Drums beat for soldiers, and five Luis d'or 
offered to any one that would list himself. 
Their coin is thus :- 

1 pistol Luis &or. 11 livres 
1 ecu. 3 livres. 
1 livre. 20 sous. 

5th. Sunbeams rather troublesome. A little 
out of Montpellier, westward, is a bed of oys- 
ter-shells, in a hollow way, in some places two 

yards under the ground ; it appeared all along, 
for a good way; some of the shells perfectly 
fit one to the other, and dirt in the place where 
the oysters lay ; the place where they lie is 
much higher than the present level of the sea. 

&.-Have not these been left there by the 
sea, since retreated ? 

The Protestants have here conllnon justice 
generally, unless it be against a new convert, 
whom they will favour; they pay no more 
taxes than their neighbours, but are incapable 
of public charges and offices. They have had, 
within these ten years at least, 160 churches 
pulled down. They and the Papist laity live 
together friendly enough in these parts ; they 
sometimes get, and sometimes lose, proselytes. 
There is nothing done against those that come 
over to the reformed religion, unless they be 
such as have before turned Papists, and re- 
lapsed ; these sometimes they prosecute. The 
number of Protestants in these latter years 
neither increases nor decreases much ; those that 
go over to the Church of Rome are usually 
drawn away by fair promises, which most com- 
monly fail them : the Protestant live not better 
than the Papist. 

Sent several sorts of vines to England, Mus- 
cat, Corinth, llarokin, St. John's, Claret. 
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They seldom make red wine without the 
mixture of some sorts of white grapes, else i t  
would be too thick and deep-coloured. 

The States every morning go to NGtre Dame 
to prayers, where mass is sung ; while the priest 
is at  the altar saying the mass, you cannot hear 
him a word ; indeed the music is the pleasanter 
of the two. The Cardinal and the bishops are 
a11 on the right hand of the quire, that is, stand- 
ing at  the altar and looking to the west end of 
the church ; and all the lay barons to the left, 
or south side: the Cardinal sat nearest the al- 
tar, and had a velvet cushion richly laced, the 
bishops had none : the Cardinal repeated part 
of the office with an unconcerned look, talking 
every now anJ then, and laughing with the 
bishops next him. 

8th. This day the Assembly of the States was 
dissolved : they have all the solemnity and out- 
ward appearance of a Parliament: the King 
proposes, and they debate and resolve ; here is 
all the difference, that they never do, and some 
say, dare not, refuse whatever the Icing de- 
mands ; they gave the Icing this year, 2,100,000 
livres, and for their liberality are promised no 
soldiers shall quarter in this country, which 
nevertheless sometimes happens. When sol- 
diers are sent to quarter in filontpellier, as 

some Switz did here, that were going towards 
Catalonia, the magistrates of the town gave 
them billets, and take care according to the bil- 
let that their landlords be paid eight sous per 
diem for each foot soldier, which is paid by the 
town. Beside the 2,100,000 given the King 
for this year, they gave him also for the canal 
300,000 livres ; and besides all this, they main- 
tain 11,000 men in Catalonia raised and paid 
by this province. These taxes, and all public 
charges come sometimes to eight, sometimes to 
twelve per cent. of the yearly value of estates. 

The States being to break up  to-day, the 
ceremony was this : T e  Deum was sung in the 
State-house ; and that being done, the Cardi- 
nal, with a very good grace, gave the benedic- 
tion, first putting on his cap ; and at  the latter 
end of the benediction he pulled off his cap, 
made a cross first towards the bisl~ops, then 
towards the nobility, then straight forward 
towards the people, who were on their knees. 

Mr. Herbert's man enticed into a shop, and 
there fallen upon by three or four : a man shot 
dead by another in the street: the same hap- 
pened at  Lyons when I was there. 

11th. A t  the Carmes' church this day was an 
end of their octave of open l~ouse, as one may 
say, upon the occasion of tlie canonization of St. 
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John de Croix, one of their Order lately canon- 
ized at  Rome, dead eighty years ago. During 
the eight days of the celebration, there was 
plenary indulgence over the door, and a pavi- 
lion with emblems, and his picture in the 
middle ; this being the close of the solemnity, 
there was a sermon, which was the recital of 
his life, virtues, and miracles he did : as pre- 
serving his baptismal grace and innocence to 
the end of his life, his driving out evil spirits of 
the possessed, hc. Music a t  the vespers ; the 
D u c  de Vernules present; the Duchess and 
her guard of musketeers with her. 

The usual rate of good oil here, is three to 
four livres a quartal of eight pots. 

12th. I visited Mr. Birto. The Protestants 
have not had a general synod these ten years : 
a provincial synod of Languedoc they have of 
course every year, but not without leave from 
the Icing, wherein they make ecclesiastical laws 
for this province, but suitable still to the laws 
made by the national synod. Their synod con- 
sists of about fifty pastors, and as many deacons 
or elders ; they have power to reprehend or 
wholly displace any scandalous pastor ; they 
also admit people to ordination, and to be 
pastors in certain churches, nobody being by 
them admitted into orders that hath not a place. 

The manner is this : when any church wants a 
pastor, as for example, a t  hlontpellier, if any of 
their four pastors is dead or gone, the candi- 
dates apply themselves to  the consistory of that 
church : whom they like best, they appoint 
to preach before the congregation ; if they ap- 
prove, he presents himself at  the next synod, 
and they appoint four pastors to  examine hini 
in the tongues, university learning, and divi- 
nity ; especially he is to produce the testimo- 
nials of the university where he studied, of 
his life and learning : he preaches a French 
arid Latin sermon, and if all these are passa- 
ble, they appoint two pastors to ordain him, 
who, after a sermon on the duties of a minister, 
come out of the pulpit and read several chapters 
to him out of the Epistles, wherein the mi- 
nister's duty is considered ; and then, after a 
prayer, they lay their hands upon him and make 
a declaration, that by authority of the synod, he 
has power to preach, to forgive sins, to bless 
marriages, and to administer the sacrament ; 
after this, he is minister of the place. His allow- 
ance depends on the Consistory. 

If  any one hold tenets here contrary to their 
articles of faith, the Icing punishes him ; so 
that you must here be either of the Romish 
or of their church. Not long since, it hap- 
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pened to one here, who was inclining to, and 
vented some Arian doctrines, the Governor com- 
plained to the Icing ; he sent order that he 
should be tried, and so was sent to  Thoolose, 
where upon trial, he denying i t  utterly, he was 
permitted to escape out of prison ; but  had he 
owned it, lie had been burnt as an heretic. 

The State have given 400,000 livres for each 
of the next four years, having given 300,000 
for the last six years, in all 3,400,000 for carry- 
ing on the canal, besides other taxes toward 
the war. Montpellier has 30,000 people in it, 
of whom there are 8000 communicants of the 
Protestant church. They tell me the number 
of Protestants within the last twenty or thirty 
years has manifestly increased here, and does 
daily, notwithstanding their loss every day of 
some privilege or other. Their consistories 
had power formerly to examine witnesses upon 
oath, which within these ten years has been 
taken from them. 

Parasols, a pretty sort of cover for women 
riding in the sun, made of straw, something 
like the fashion of tin covers for dishes. 

The Deputies of the State are all paid by 
their respective towns and countries fifty ecus 
per month, but the Bishops and Barons receive 
i t  not: of the twenty-two Bishops, seventeen 

have revenues, about 3,0001. sterling ; tlie other 
five much more. 

15th. Bought of a Genoese twelve orange 
and citron trees, at  one livre a-piece. 

All the power of church discipline is in the 
Consistory ; that of Montpellier consists of 
their four pastors, and twenty-four anciens ; 
these, by a majority of votes, order all the 
church affairs, public stock, censures, &c. ; 
the majority of votes determines the matter, 
though there be no one of the pastors of that 
side. I f  there is any controversy of law 
amongst them, they refer i t  to  some of the 
sober gentry of the town and lawyers that are 
Protestants ; they have still six counsellors of 
their religion, and the advocates may be of 
what religion they please. 

The Church censures are managed thus : if 
any one live scandalously, they first reprove 
him in private ; if he mends not, he is called 
before the Consistory, and admonished ; if that 
works not, the same is done in the public con- 
gregation ; if after all he stands incorrigible, 
he is excluded from the Eucharist. 

18th. Shrove-day, the height and consum- 
mation of the Carnival : the town filled with 
inasquerades for the last week ; dancing in the 
streets in all manner of habits and disguises, 
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to all sorts of music, brass kettles and frying 
pans not excepted. 

Grana kermes grow on a shrub of the size of 
the chene vert, called ilex coccifera, are a sort 
of oak apples with little insects in them. 

Sent by Mr. Waldo seeds for England. 
19th. Ash Wednesday. Public admonitions 

happen seldom : the last instances were, one for 
striking a cuff on the ear in the church, on a 
communion-day, for which he was hindered 
from receiving; the other for marrying his 
daughter to a Papist, for which he stood ex- 
communicated six months. It reaches no far- 
ther than exclusion from the Eucharist, not 
from church or sermons. 

[Here follow accurate riotes of weights and 
measures. A detailed account of the Church 
of France, Archbishops, Bishops, AbbCs, &c. 
their revenue is estimated in toto at twenty- 
four millions sterling.] 

21st. The King has made a law that persons 
of different religion shall not marry, which 
often causes the change of religion, especially 
sequioris sexus. 

At church to-day abundance of coughing. 
24th. The Province of Languedoc is thus 

governed : the Duke of Vernule, the Governor, 
commands over tlie whole Province, and has a 

power somewhat like the ICing's, though he be 
more properly Lord Lieutenant. I do not 
hear that he meddles at all in judicial causes, 
either civil or criminal : in liis absence, the 
Province is divided into three districts, each 
having a Deputy-governor with the same 
pciwer ; every city also has its governor, wliose 
power is much like the governor of a garrison. 
Montpellier has six Consuls, who have the 
government of the police of the town, look 
after weights and measures, determine causes 
under five livres ; they had formerly a con- 
siderable authority, but now they are little 
more than servants of the governor of the 
town ; they were formerly three Protestants 
and three Papists, but the Protestants are ex- 
cluded the last year. 

The civil causes are judged by the Court of 
Aides; the premier president, and eight yre- 
sidents, and thirty counsellors ; the cause deter- 
mined by plurality of votes. 

[Then follows an account of the several cri- 
minal courts, and of the taxes.] 

From these taxes are exempted all noble 
land, which is to pay a year's value to the King 
every twenty years; but as they order the 
matter, they pay not above three-quarters of :t 

year's value. All ancient privileged land of 
POI,. I .  I 
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the Church is also exempt, but if any is given 
to the Church that hat11 been used to pay 
taxes, it pays i t  after t l ~ e  donation : besides 
this, excise is paid on several commodities. 

25th. Very high wind. 

OBLIGATION O F  PENAL 1,AIVS. 

There are virtues and vices antecedent to, 
and abstract from, society, as love of God, un- 
natural lust : other virtues and vices there are 
which suppose society and laws, as obedience 
to magistrates, or dispossessing a man of his 
heritage ; in both these the rule and obligation 
is antecedent to human laws, though the mat- 
ter about which that rule is, may be consequent 
to them, as property in land, distinction, and 
power of persons. All things not commanded, 
or forbidden by the law of God, are indifferent, 
nor is i t  in the power of man to alter their na- 
ture;  and so no human law can lay any obli- 
gation on tlie conscience, and therefore all 
human laws are purely penal, i. e. have no other 
obligation but to make the transgressors liable 
to punishment in this life. All divine laws 
oblige the conscience, i. e. render the transgres- 
sors liable to answer at  God's tribunal, and re- 
ceive punishment at his hands ; but because 
very frequently both these obligations concur, 

the same action comes to be coininancled or 
forbidden by both laws together, and so in these 
cases men's consciences are obliged. Men have 
thought that civil laws oblige their consciences 
to entire obedience ; whereas, in things in their 
own nature indifferent, the conscience is obli- 
ged only to active or passive obedience, and 
that not by virtue of that l~uman law which the 
man either practises or is punished by, but by 
that law of God which forbids disturbance or 
dissolution of governments. 'I'he Gospel alters 
not in the least civil affairs, but leaves husband 
and wife, master and servant, magistrate and 
subject, every one of them, with tlie same 
power and privileges that it found them, nei- 
ther Inore nor less ; and therefore, when the 
New Testament says, obey your superiors in all 
things, it cannot be thought that i t  laid ally 
new obligation upon the Christians after their 
conversion, other than what they were under 
before ; nor that the magistrate had any other 
extent of jurisdiction over them than over liis 
heathen subjects : so that the magistrate has the 
same power still over his Christian as he had 
over his heathen subjects ; so that, where he 
had power to command, they had still, notwith- 
standing the liberty and privileges of the Gos- 
pel, obligations to obey. 

1 2  
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Now, amongst heathen politics, (which can- 
not be supposed to be instituted by God for 
the preservation and propagation of true reli- 
gion,) there can be no other end assigned, but 
the preservation of the members of that society 
in  pence and safety together: this being found 
to be the end, will give us the rule of civil obe- 
dience. For if the end of civil society be civil 
peace, the immediate obligation of every sub- 
ject must be to preserve that society or govern- 
ment which was ordained to produce i t ;  and 
no member of any society can possibly have 
any obligation of conscience beyond this. So 
that he that obeys the magistrate to the degree, 
as not to endanger or disturb the government, 
under what form of government soever he live, 
fulfilling all the law of God concerning govern- 
ment, i. e. obeys to the utmost that the magis- 
trate or society can oblige his conscience, which 
can be supposed to have no other rule set i t  
by God but this. The end of the institution 
being always the measure of the obligation of 
consciellce then upon every subject, being to 
preserve the government, 'tis plain, that where 
any law is made with a penalty, is submitted 
to, i. e. the penalty is quietly undergone, the 
government cannot be disturbed or endangered ; 
for whilst the magistrate has power to increase 

the penalty, even to the loss of life, and tlie 
subject submits patiently to the penalty, rvllich 
lie is in conscience obliged to do, the govern- 
men t can never be in danger, nor can the public 
want active obedience in any case where i t  llath 
power to require it under pain of death; for 
no man can be supposed to refuse his active 
obedience in a lawful or indifferent thing, when 
the refusal will cost him his life, and lose all his 
civil rights at once, for want of performing one 
civil action ; for civil laws have only to do with 
civil actions. 

This, thus stated, clears a man from that in- 
finite number of sins that otlierwise he must 
unavoidably be guilty of, if all penal laws 
oblige the coilscience farther than this. Orre 
thing farther is to be considered, that all liu- 
man laws are penal, for where the penalty is 
not expressed, i t  is by the judge to be pro- 
portioned to the consequence and circumstance 
of the fault. See the practice of the Icing's 
Bench. Penalties are so necessary to civil 
laws, that God found i t  necessary to annex 
tlreln even to tlie civil laws lie gave tlie Jews. 

29th. 'l'he goodness of Muscat wine to 
drink depends on two causes, besides the press- 
ing and ordering the fermentation ; one is the 
soil they plant in, on rvhicli very I N U C ~  depends 
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the goodness of the wine; and i t  is a coristant 
rule, setting aside all other qualities of the soil, 
that the vineyard must have an opening to- 
wards the east or south, or else no good is to  
be expected. The other is a mingling of good 
sorts of vines in their vineyards. [Then follow 
description of planting vineyards, manuring 
them : the same then of olives.] 

MAR. 3rd. A t  the physical school, a scholar 
answering the first time, a professor moderat- 
ing, six other professors oppose, with great vio- 
lence of Latin, French, grimace, and hand. 

5th. T o  Frontignan, thence to port Cette. 
The mole a t  Cette is a mighty work, and far 
advanced ; but the sand iu the port now, and 
the breach made in the mole last winter, show 
how hard one defends a place against Neptune, 
which he attacks with great and small shot 
too. To  the hot-baths at  Balaruc. Returr.1 
to Rlontpellier. 

18th. The manner of malting a doctor of 
physic was this : the procession, in scarlet robes, 
and black caps ; the professor took his seat, 
and after a company of fiddlers had played a 
certain time, he made theril a sign to hold, that 
lie might have an opportunity to entertain the 
company, which he did with a speech against 
innovation : the musiciaiis t l~en  took their turn. 

'l'he inceptor then began his speech, wliereiil 
I found little edification, being designed to 
conlpliment the chancellor and professors who 
were present ; the doctor then put on his head 
the cap, that had marched in on the beadle's 
staff, in sign of his doctorship, put a ring on 
his finger, girt hilnself about the loins with a 

gold chain, made him sit down by him ; that, 
having taken pains, he might now take ease, 
and kissed and embraced him, in token of the 
friendship that ought to be amongst them. 

Monsieur Renaie, a gentleman of tile town, 
in whose house Sir J. Rusliwortl~ lay, aboilt 
four yeass ago, sacrificed a child to the devil- 
a child of s servant of his own, upon a design 
to get the devil to be his friend, and help him 
to get some money. Several murders corn- 
mitted here since I came, and more attempted; 
one by a brother on his sister, in the house 
where I lay. 

22nd. The new philosophy of Des Cartes 
prohibited to be taught in universities, schools, 
and academies. 

24th. Dined at  Lunel. T o  Aigues hlortes. 
The sea formerly washed the walls, but is now 
removed a league from the town ; there re- 
~nains only a little ktang navigable for very 
little boats. I n  the walls on the south side the 
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gates are walled up ; there are some iron rings 
yet remaining, and the sign of others that were 
fastened in the walls to secure the vessels to. 
The town, said to have been built by St. Louis, 
laid out very regularly ; the Constance's Tower 
more ancient. The country round, a great 
plain for many leagues about, very much cover- 
ed with water. Nigh the town, is the Mar- 
quis de Vard's house, who is governor of the 
town and country about half a league about, 
as far as the tower la Carbonier. Passing be- 
tween la Carbonier and the town, we saw abun- 
dance of partridges, hares, and other game, 
preserved there by the strict order and severity 
of the Marquis de Vard, who, not long since, 
clapped a townsman up in a little hole in Con- 
stance Tower, where he had just room to stand 
upright, but could not sit nor lie down, and 
kept hiin there three days, for committing 
sorne small trespass on his game. The hedges 
in this country are all tamerisk. 

A t  Picais is made all the salt that is used 
in this part of France: the manner is this; a 
great square pond, divided into squares by lit- 
tle banks, with channels between each to bring 
in the salt water, which is raised from the 
ktang by wheels, with wooden buckets. They 
cover the squares or tables, as they call them, 

five or six inches deep ; and when the sun has 
exhaled almost all the moisture, they supply i t  
with more salt-water, and so continue all the 
heat of the year : at the latter end, they have 
a cake of salt four or five inches thick, accord- 

ing to the lieat and drought of the year. They 
that are owners of the soil, are at  the charge of 
making the salt, and sell i t  to the farmers for 
five sous the minot ; a measure of seven inches 
deep, and twenty-three and a half diam. weighs 
one hundred and twenty pounds. The salt 
which tlie owner sells for five sous, the farmer 
sells again for sixtee11 livres. For this favour, 
they say, the farmers give two millions a-year 
to the Icing, and are at  as much inore charge 
in officers and guards employed, keeping con- 
stantly in pay 18,000 men. The defrauding 
the duty of the commodity is of such conse- 
quence, that if a man should be talren with but 
an handful of salt not bought from the farmers, 
he would be sent to the galleys. 

26th. From Pont Lunel to Castries two 
long leagues. Here, on tlie top of a hill, is 
the home of the Marquis de Castries; i t  was 
begun to be built about eighteen years ago by 
the late Rlarquis, the governor of Montpellier. 
r l  1 he house is two sides of a square, about sixty 

steps long, the other side unfinished. At the 
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entrance into the house is the great stair, then 
the hall, and several other ordinary rooms ; all 
this lower story is arched. Below the house, 
lies a very spacious garden, with a very large 
basin in it, all imperfect, except an aqueduct, 
which is a mighty work, too big, one would 
think, for a private house ; by this the water 
is brought a league distant for the house and 
garden ; some part in a covered channel, wind- 
ing on the sides of the mountain ; some part 
on a wall seven, eight, or ten feet high, as is 
occasion ; and some part of the way over arches, 
some whereof are of a great height. T o  carry 
i t  from the side of a mountain, over a valley 
near the house, there are eighty-five arches, 
most above thirty feet in the clear; the pe- 
destals of the arches ten or twelve feet ; the 
arches are all turned with stone, four feet ten 
inches, which is the thickness of the arch. 
They say the house and aq~ieduct cost 400,000 
livres. The descents to the gardens are not 
by steps, but by gentle declivities very easy 
and handsome ; the walls 011 the sides of 
squared stones, just as high as the earth. 

W e  met some travellers ; few with boots, 
many with cloaks, especially purple ; none 
without pistols, even those that rode into the 
fields to see their worltmen. 

27th. Rain. Imaginary space seems to me 
to be no more any thing tltan an imaginary 
world; for if a man and his soul remained, 
and the whole world were annihilated, there is 
left hiin the power of imagining either the 
world, or the extension it had, which is all 
one with the space i t  filled ; but i t  proves not 
that the imaginary space is any thing real or 
positive. For space or extension, separated in 
our thoughts from matter or body, seems to 
have no inore real existence, than number has 
(sine enumeration) without any thing to be 
numbered ; and one may as well say, the 
number of the sea sand does really exist, and is 
something, the world being annihilated, as that 
the space or extension of the sea does exist, or is 
any thing after such annihilation. These are 
only affections of real existences ; the one, of any 
being whatsoever ; the other, only of material 
beings, wliich the mind has a power not only 
to conceive abstractedly, but increase by repe- 
tition, or adding one to another, and to enlarge 
which, i t  ltath not any other ideas but those of 
quantity, wltich amount at  last but to the facul- 
ty of imagining and repeating, adding units, or 
rtuinbering. But if the world were annihilated, 
one had no Inore reason to think space any thing, 
than the darkness that will certainly be in it. 
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28th. The christenings of the religion at 

Montpellier are about three hundred, and the 
funerals about two hundred and sixty. 

31st. Many murders committed liere. H e  

that endeavoured to kill his sister in our house, 
had before killed a man, and i t  had cost his 
father five hundred &us to get him off; by 
their secret distribution, gaining the favour of 
the counsellors. 

APRIL and. The Papists visit all the churches, 
or a t  least seven or eight, and in each say four 
Paternosters, and five Ave Marias. A crucifix 
is exposed on the rails of the altar, which they 
kiss with great devotion, and give money ; 
there being persons set at all the avenues of all 
the churches with basins to beg. 

7th. To  Arles. To Marseilles. 
9th. A large valley, covered with country- 

houses, the finest views I had ever seen. 
10th. W e  went on board the Royal, the 

Admiral's galley ; the slaves clad in the Icing's 
livery, blue, in the other galleys red. This 

valley has twenty-nine oars of a side, two hun- a 
dred and eighty slaves, sixty seamen, five hun- 
dred soldiers. The slaves in good plight. A t  
the end of the quay are two docks to build 
calleys ; the docks are covered, to work out of a 
the rain and sunshine. Every galley in this 

arsenal has its peculiar storehouse. Great bake- 
houses ; storehouses for bread, biscuit, and 
meat. A great gallery one hundred and twen- 
ty  fatl~oms long, to rnake ropes and cables. An 
armory well-furnished. A large hospital for 
sick slaves, all very fit and magnificent. There 
go out this year twenty-six galleys. 

The quay is handsome, and full of people 
walking, especially in the evening, where tlie 
best company ineet. Rour,d about the town is 
a valley encompassed with high hills, or rather 
rocks, and a vast number of little country-houses, 
called bastiles, which stand within a bow-shot 
one of another, some say near 20,000 in num- 
ber. They have little plots of ground walled 
in about them, filled with vines and fruit-trees, 
olive-trees, artichokes, and corn in most of them. 

18th. Set out for Toulon. The mountains, 
though perfectly rocky, are covered with pine, 
out of which they draw their t~irpentine, by 
cutting the bark and sap of the tree seven or 
eight rings deep, out of which the turpen- 
tine oozes and runs down into a hole cut to 
receive i t ;  it  is afterwards boiled to resin. 
When after many years, this treatment has 
killed the trees, they make charcoal of them. 

13th. The way between high mountains of 
rocks ; but where the valleys open and there 
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is any earth, they endeavour to preserve it 
by walls one above the other, on the side of 
the hills ; i t  is full of corn, vines, figs. Near 
Toulon, we saw gardens full of great orange- 
trees, and myrtles on the sides of the road. 
I n  the fair weather the wind accompanies the 
sun, and blows east at morning, south at  noon, 
west at night;  and in summer about noon, 
constantly a sea-breeze from the south. 

W e  saw the port. I n  the basin rode the 
Royal Loois, one hundred and sixty-three 
feet long, forty-five wide, mightily adorned 
with gilded figures ; cost of gilding 150,000 
livres. She has portals for one hundred and 
twenty guns. The Dauphin, of one hundred 
guns, lies near her : by them lay four other 
great vessels, and nine vessels in the port. 
The port is very large, capable of holding the 
biggest fleet in Europe, and in the basin itself 
there is room for a great fleet. It is separated 
from the road by a mole, made within these 
four or five years. The water in most places 
deep. - Memoranda: A pump with balls in- 
stead of windfalls. The crane with the worm. 

T o  Hyeres three leagues. Hyeres is situ- 

ated on the south side of a high mountain. 
Below the town, the side of the hill is covered 
with orange gardens. Ripe China oranges in 
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incredible plenty, sometimes nine or ten in a 
bunch. These gardens form the most delight- 
ful wood I had ever seen ; there are little 

of water conveyed throng11 i t  to water 
the trees in summer, without which there 
would be little fruit. The piece of ground, 
which formerly yielded thirty-six charges of 
corn, now yields the owner 30 or 40,000 
livres, or rather 18,000, as he pays to the King 
four hundred dscus for tax. For the best 
China oranges here, we were asked thirty sous 
per hundred. 

Here we had for supper, amongst other 
things, a dish of green beans, dressed wit11 
gravy, the best thing I ever eat. Above tlle 
town is a nunnery, of the order of St. Bernard, 
of persons of quality ; they all eat alone in 
their chambers apart, keep a maid-servant and 
a lackey, and go out of the nunnery and walk 
about where they please. The situation very 
pleasant, overlooking the town, the valley, the 
orange-gardens, and the sea. 

[The journal is continued, and a description 
given of the country and cultivation by St. 
Maximin to Aix :] Thence to Vaucluse, the 
famous fountain just at the foot of an exceed- 
ing high rock; the basin is a stone's cast over; 
the water runs out amongst the rocks, and is 



128 TIIE LIFE OF 

the source of a great river in the valley below, 
and has all its water from hence. The basin 
about Easter is usually a yard or two higher, 
as one may see by the mark ; about August i t  
sinks about twenty-five cans below the height 
it was now; they say they cannot find any 
bottom. 

Thence by Avignon ; crossed the Rhone to 
the Carthusian Convent, where are sixty 
friars ; their chapel well-adorned with plate, 
crosses, and relicks, very rich ; anlongst the 
rest, a chalice of gold, given by Rknk, the last 
King of Naples of the Anjou race. I was 
going to  take i t  in my hand, but the Carthu- 
sian withdrew it  till he had put a cloth about 
the handle, and so gave i t  into my hand, 
nobody being suffered to touch these holy 
things but a Priest. I n  this chapel Pbpe 
Innocent VI. lies interred ; he died 1362. I n  
a little chapel in their convent stands n plain 
old chair, wherein he was infallible : I sat too 
little a while in i t  to get that privilege. I11 

their devotions they use much prostration and 
kissing the ground; they leave no more hair 
but one little circle growing round their heads, 
which is cut as short as one's whiskers. They 
have each a little habitation apart ; their chapel, 
hall, and refectory very clean. 
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A league from Avignon, we passed the 
Durance, and then left the Pope's dominions ; 
the rest of the way to Tarascon was on the 
side of a not unfruitful valley, but seemed not 
to be so well cultivated : moderate taxes, and 
a freedom from quarter, give the Pope's sub- 
jects, as it seems, more industry. Five com- 
panies of the regiment of champagne, poor 
weak tattered fellows, . . . . return to 

Montpellier, May 1st. The rent of lands in 
France fallen one half in these few years, by 
reason of the poverty of the people; mer- 
chants and l~andicraftsinen pay near half their 
gain. Noble land pays nothing in Languedoc 
in whose hands soever: in some other parts of 
France, lands in the hands of the nobles, of 
what sort soever, pay nothing: these noble 
lands, which are exempted from taxes, sell for 
one-half, and two-thirds more than others. 
The Protestants in France are thought to be 
one sixteenth part ; in Languedoc 200,000. 

For ~.eturns of money, Mr. Herbert found 
this train very good, and the men very civil. 
Mr. Bouverie, in St. Mary Axe, to Madame 
Herinx et  son fils $ Paris ; they to Messrs. 
Covureur Lyon ; they to Sen. Jacomo et  Jo: 
filorleves, a t  Livorne ; they to their correspon- 
dent at  Rome. 

v01,. I .  K 
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Rogation Procession, May 16th. Several 
orders of Friars, with a great company of little 
children dressed up, carrying pictures and 
banners : this is Rogation week for a blessing 
on the fruits of the earth, which, though little 
children cannot pray for, yet the prayers being 
made in their names, and offered zip as from 
them by the parents and friends of those 
innocents, they think will be more prevalent. 

[Description of silk-worms, of making soap, 
of bleaching wax, a t  great length, all omitted. 
Several extracts from statistical works on 
France, revenues of the Church of France, the 
same of Spain, all likewise omitted.] 

Locke, during his residence at Montpellier, 
employed his leisure in reading books of 
travels, of the best of which he was a great 
admirer. At this time he read Berpier's Ac- 
count of Hindostan, a work of the greatest 
merit, and still held in high estimation ; Della 
Valle's Travels in the Etist. Of other books, 
the most frequent extracts are from Les En-  
tretiens d7Ariste: a few specimens are here 
inserted. 

" L e  bon sens est gay, vif, plein de feu, come 
celuy qui paroist dans les Essays de Montaigne 
et dans Ie Testament de la Hoquette. 

" L e  Cavalier Marin n'est pas un be1 esprit, 

car il ne s'est jamais vu une imagination plus 
fertile, ni moins regl6e que la sienne ; s'il parle 
a u n e  rose, il en dit tout ce qu'on peut ima- 
giner ; bien loin de rejetter ce qui se prksente, 
il va chercher ce qui ne se presente pas ; il 
dpuise toujours son sujet. 

c6 L e  Tasse n'est pas toujours le plus raison- 
nable du rnonde; A la veritd on ne peut pas 
avoir plus de gdnie qu'il en a. Ses imagina- 
tions sont nobles et agrbables, ses sentimens 
sont forts ou delicats selon ce que le sujet en 
demande ; ses passions sont bien touchkes, et 
bien conduites, toutes ses comparaisons sont 
justes, toutes ses descriptions sont merveil- 
leuses ; mais son gknie l'emporte quelquefois 
trop loin ; il est trop fleuri en quelques endroits. 
I1 badine dans les endroits assez serieux ; il ne 
garde pas aussi exactement que Virgile toutes 
les biensdances des mceurs. 

" C'est un des grands talens de Voiture de 
choisir ce qu'il y a de bon dans les livres, et le 
rendre meilleur par l'usage qu'il en fait. E n  
irnitant les autres, il s'est rendu inipitable; les 
traits qu'il en emprunte quelque fois de Te- 
rence, et d'Horace, semblent faits pour son 
slljet, et sont bien plus beaux dans les endroits 
oil il les met, que dans ceux d'oh il les a pris. 

" Gracian est parlni les Espagnols modernes 
s 2 
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un de ces gbnies inconlprehensibles : il a beau- 
co~ip  d'&lCvation, de sublimit&, de force, et  
meme de bon sens : mais on ne sait le plus sou- 
vent ce qu'il veut dire; et  il ne sqait pas peut- 
&tre lily meme : quelques-uns de ses ouvrages 
ne semblent &re faits que pour n'etre point 
entendus. 

" Ces diseurs kternels de beaux mots et  de 
belles sentences : ces copistes et  ces singes de 
Seneque, ces Mancini, ces Malvezze et ces 
Loredans qui courent toujo~irs apr2s les bril- 
lans ; et j'ay bien de la peine de souffrir Sene- 
que luy meme avec ses points, et ses antitll&ses 
perpetuelles." 

I n  March 1677, Locke quitted Mon tpellier, 
where he had resided fourteen months, and 
travelled by the way of Toulouse and Bour- 
deaux towards Paris. 

Extract, May 14, 1677. I rode out, and 
amongst other things, I saw the President 
Pontac's vineyard at  Hautbrion ; i t  is a little 
rise of ground, open most to the west ; white 
sand mixed with a little gravel, scarce fit to 
bear any thing. The vines are trained, some 
to stakes, and some to laths ; not understand- 
ing Gascoin, I could t ~ o t  learn the cause of the 
c1iff'erence from the workmen. This ground 
])lay be estimateci to yield about twenty-five 

tun of wine; however, the owner makes a shift 
to make every vintage fifty, which he sells for 
105 6cus per tun : i t  was sold some years since 
for sixty, but the English have raised the mar- 
ket on themselves. This, however, they say, 
that the wine in the very next vineyard to it, 
though seeming equal to me, is not so good. 
A tun of wine (124 hogsheads English, or per- 
haps four per cent. more) of the best quality a t  
Bourdeaux, which is that of Medoc or Pontac, 
is worth, the first penny, eighty or 100 crowns : 
for this, the English may thank their own 
folly ; for whereas, some years since, the same 
wine was sold for fifty or sixty crowns per tun, 
the fashionable, sending over orders to have 
the best wine sent them at any rate, they have, 
by striving who should get it, brought i t  up to 
that price ; but very good wines may be had 
here for thirty-five, forty, and fifty crowns. 

The journey is then continued by Poictiers 
and Tours. 

26th. Tours stands upon a little rise, be- 
tween the Loire and the Cher, with very good 
meadows on the south side ; i t  is a long town, 
well peopled, and thriving, which i t  owes to 
the great manufacture of silk. 

They gave the Icing this year 45,000 livres, 
to be excused from winter quarters, which 
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came to one tenth on the rent of their houses. 
Wine and wood that enter the town pay tax to 
the Icing ; besides, he sends to the several com- 
panies of the trades for so much money as he 
thinks fit ; the officer of each corps de mestier 
taxes every one according to his worth ; which, 
perhaps, amounts to one Ccu, or four livres, a 
man. But a bourgeois that lives in the town, if 
he have land in the country and lets it, pays 
nothing ; but the paisant who rents it, if he be 
worth any thing, pays for what he has, but he 
makes no defalcation of his rent. The manner 
of taxing in the country is this : the tax to be 
paid being laid upon the parish, the collectors 
for the year assess every one of the inhabitants, 
according as they judge him worth, but consi- 
der not the land in the parish belonging to any 
living out of i t ;  this is that which so grinds 
the paisant in France. The collectors make 
their rates usually with great inequality ; there 
lies an appeal for the over-taxed, but I find not. 
that the remedy is made much use of. 

Arrived at Paris, June 2nd. At the King's 
Library, the MS. Livy;  Henry the Fourth's 
love-letters in his own hand; the first Bible 
ever printed, 1462, upon vellum; but what 
seemed of all the most curious, was eighteen 
large folios of plants, drawn to the life, and six 

of birds, so exactly well done, that whoever 
knew any of the plants or birds before, would 
then know them at first sight ; they were done 
by one Mr. Robert, who is still employed with 
the same work. M. Silvester is employed in 
drawing the King's twelve houses. The li- 
brary keeper told us there were 14,000 MSS. 

AUG. 7th. M. Colbert's son answered in phi- 
losophy at the Cordeliers, his brother moderat- 
ing over him, where were present three Cardi- 
nals, Boullion, D'EstrC, and Bontzi, the Pre- 
mier President of the Parliament of Paris, a 
great number of bishops and clergy, and of 
the long robe, a state being erected for the 
Dauphin, to whom his thesis was dedicated. 
A t  Mr. Butterfield's, au roy d'angleterre, I 
saw a levelling instrument, made to hang and 
turn horizontally : the sight was taken by a 
perspective glass of four glasses, about a foot 
long ; between the first and second glass was 
placed a single filament of silk stretched hori- 
zontally, by which the level was taken ; there 
was a heavy weight of lead hung down per- 
pendicular about a foot long, to keep the tele- 
scope horizontal. 

28th. The Jacobins in Paris fell into civil 
War one with another, and went together by 
the ears, and the battle grew so fierce between 
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them, that the convent was not large enough 
to contain the combatants, but that several of 
them sallied out into the streets, and there 
cuffed i t  out stoutly. The occasion, they say, 
was, that the Prior endeavoured to reduce 
them into a stricter way of living than they 
had for some time past observed, for which, in 
the fray, he was soundly beaten. A t  the Ob- 
servatory we saw the Moon in a twenty-two 
foot glass, and Jupiter, with his satellites, in 
the same. The most remote was on the east, 
and the other three on the west. W e  saw also 
Saturn and his ring, in a twelve-foot glass, and 
one of his satellites. Monsieur Cassini told 
me, that the declination of the needle at  Paris 
is about two and a half degrees to the west. 

Monsieur Bernier told me that the heathens 
of Hindostan pretend to  great antiquity ; that 
they have books and histories in their lan- 
guage; that their nodus in their numbers is 
ten as ours, and their circuit of days seven. 
That they are in number about ten to one 
to  the Mahometans. That Aurengezebe had 
lately engaged himself very inconveniently in 
wars with them upon account of religion, en- 
deavouring to bring them by force to Maho- 
metanisin, And to discourage and bring over 
the Banians, or undo them, 11e had given ex- 

emption of customs to  the trading Mahomet- 
ans, by which means his revenue was much 
lessened; the Banians making use of the names 
of Mahometans to trade under, and so eluding 
his partiality. 

4th. Saw the Palais Mazarin ; a house very 
well furnished with pictures and statues, and 
cabinets in great plenty, and very fine. The 
roofs of the rooms extremely richly painted 
and gilded. 

Garde Meubles at  the Louvre. W e  saw 
abundance of riches both in agate, gold, and 
silver vessels. Two frames of looking-glasses 
newly made, each weighed in silver 2400 
marks, each mark, so wrought, costing the 
King fifty-two livres; and beds exceedingly 
rich in embroidery ; one of which was begun 
by Francis the First, which Cardinal Richelieu 
had finished, and presented the King, cost 
200,000 &us. 

A t  the Gobelins we saw the hangings ; very 
rich and good figures. I n  every piece, Louis 
le Grand was the hero, and the rest the marks 
of some conquest. I n  one, his making a league 
with the Swiss, where he lays his hand on the 
book to swear the articles, with his hat on, and 
the Swiss ambassador, in a s~lbmiasive posture, 
with his hat off. 
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From Paris to Versailles four leagues. The 

chateau there a fine house, and a much finer 
garden, situated on a little rise of ground, 
having a morass on the east side of it, and 
though a place naturally without water, has 
more jet d'eaux and water-works than are else- 
where to  be seen. Looking out from the 
Icing's apartments, one sees almost nothing but 
water for a whole league forward; basins, jet 
d'eaux, a canal, in which is a man of war 
of thirty guns, two yachts, and several lesser 
vessels. The cascades, basins, &c. in the garden 
are so many, and so variously contrived, it 
would require much time to describe them. 
W e  had the honour to see them with the 
King, who walked about with Madame Mon- 
tespan, from one to another, after having driven 
her and two other ladies in the coach with him 
about a good part of the garden. The coach 
had six horses. The rooms at  the chateau are 
but little, and the stairs seem very little in pro- 
portion to the greatness of the persons who are 
to  mount by them. 

The great men's houses seem at first sight to 
stand irregularly, scattered a t  a distance, like 
cottages in a country village, amongst which 
the chateau, being higher and bigger than the 
rest, looks like the manor-house. But when 

one takes a view of them from the centre of 
the chateau, they appear to be ranged in good 
order, and they make a pleasing prospect, con- 
sidering they are in a place where Nature seems 
to have conferred no favour. 

W e  saw the house and lodgings ; the Icing 
and Queen's apartinerlts are very fine, but 
little rooms, near square. In  the new lodgings 
they are somewhat bigger; there are six of 
them, one within another, all vaulted roofs. 
The King's cupboard is without the room, on 
the stair-head in the passage, and standing in 
the hollow of a window; and so 'is the 
Dauphin's, on the other side the court, on the 
stairs that go up there : both the King and he 
eat in the rooms next the stairs, and have no 
antichamber to, them. The water that is em- 
ployed in the garden, is raised into a reservoir 
over the grotto, out of a well, by ten horses 
that turn two spindles, and keep two pumps 
continually going ; and into the well i t  is raised 
out of an &tang in the bottom by windmills: 
out of the works in the garden i t  falls into the 
canal, and so to the ktang again. One hundred 
and twenty horses are employed night and day 
to supply the ktang. 

# * * * * 
Paris. A t  the Academy for Painting and 
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Sculpture, one sees in the great room several 
pieces done by the chief masters of that aca- 
demy. 

They are about eighty in number; out of 
them are chosen two every two months to teach 
those who are admitted. The Icing gives a 
prize by the hands of Monsieur Colbert, who 
is protector of this academy ; the prizes three 
or four medals of gold, worth four hundred 
livres. Those usually who get i t  are sent into 
Italy, and maintained there at  the Icing's cost 
to  perfect them. 

24th. From Paris to Fontainblezu. One 
passes through the great forest for three or four 
miles, before one comes to the town, situated 
in a little open plain, encornpassed with rocky 
woody hills. 

A t  night we saw the opera of Alceste. The 
King and Queen sat on chairs with arms; 011 

the right hand of the King sat Madame Mon- 
tespan, and a little nearer the stage, on her 
right hand, Mademoiselle the King of Eng- 
land's niece : on the left hand of the Queen sat 
Monsieur, and a t  his left hand, advancing to- 
wards the stage Madame, and so forward to- 
wards the stage other ladies of the Court, all 
on tabourets except the King and Queen. 

W e  saw the house at Fontainbleau, and at 

night a ball, where the King and Queen, and 
the great persons of the Court danced, and the 
King himself took pains to clear the room to 
make place for the dancers. The Queen was 
very rich in jewels : the King and Queen, &c. 
were placed as at  the Opera. The Duc  dlEng- 
hien sat behind. 

A t  Fontainbleau the King and Court went 
a stag-hunting in the afternoon, and at  night 
had an opera, a t  all which Madame appeared 
in a peruke, and upper part dressed like a man. 

Feb. lst, 1678. I saw the review of the 
gardes du corps, the inusquetaires, and the 
grenadiers, in the plain de Duile, near St. Ger- 
main. The garde du corps, eleven or twelve 
squadrons, and might be 12 or 1,400 men, all 
lusty, well horsed, and well clad, all in blue, 
new, and alike, even to their hats and gloves ; 
armed with pistols, carabines, and long back- 
swords, with well-guarded hilts. The musque- 
taires were four squadrons, about 400 men, clad 
all alike in red coats, but their cloaks blue. 
Their hats and gloves all the same, even to the 
ribbons : they all wore great whiskers ; I think 
all black, thinking perhaps to make themselves 
more terrible ; their arms, pistols, carabine, and 
other things, fit for the manage of their gra- 
nados. The King came to take a view of these 



142 THE LIFE OF 

troops between eleven and twelve o'clock, 
which he did so narrowly that he made them, 
squadron after squadron, march in file, man 
after man, just before him, and made the num- 
ber in each squadron, as they passed, be 
counted, taking in the mean time a strict sur- 
vey of their horses. The King, *when he 
alighted out of his coach, had a hat laced about 
the edge with gold lace, and a white feather; 
after a while he had been on horseback, it be- 
ginning to  rain, he changed it for a plain hat 
that had only a black ribbon about it, and was 
I think by the Audace A Cordebec. The 
Queen towards the latter end came in a coach 
and eight hol-ses : the Icing led her along the 
head of all these squadrons, they being drawn 
up all in a line three deep, with little intervals 
between each squadron. A t  going off the 
field, which was a t  three in the afternoon, the 
grenadiers were made to exercise before him, 
which was done very readily by wheeling every 
four men of the same rank together, by which 
means they without any disorder faced about, 
and were immediately in rank again. When 
this was done, the King went alone into his 
chariot, taking his best hat again, and returned. 
There were at  this muster two Marshals of 
France, viz. Luxembourg and De Lorge, each 

of them Captain of a company of gardes du 
corps, at  the head of which each of them took 
his place, and saluted the King as he returned, 
having passed along all these squadrons. 

nlay 26th, 1678. At the Garde Meubles no 
increase, that I found, of silver vessels, but 
rather a diminution since I saw i t  last in Oc- 
tober. Sumptuary laws, when the age inclines 
to luxury, do not restrain, but rather ir~crease 
the evil, as one may observe in Tacitus, An. 
1. 3. Perhaps the better way to set bou~lds 
to people's expenses, and hinder them from 
spending beyond their income, would be to 
enact that no landed men should be obliged to 
pay any book-debt to tradesmen, whereby the 
interest of tradesmen would make them very 
cautious of trusting those who usually are tlle 
leaders of fashions, and thereby a great restraint 
would be brought on the usual excess ; on the 
other hand, the credit of poor labouring people 
would be preserved as before for the supply of 
their necessities. 

June 5th. Invalides, a great hospital nearly 
finished. Abbeys, priories, and monasteries, 
were formerly obliged to entertain, sotne two, 
Some five lay-brothers, which were maimed 
soldiers ; tlle mai~ltenai~ce came to be changed 
into a pension of 100 livres per ann. for each 
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person ; this, some few years ago, was aug- 
mented to  150 livres per ann., and presently 
afterwards taken from the present possessors, 
and applied to the invalids, beside which all 
the lands and revenues belonging to Hospitals 
for lepers, are appropriated to the Invalides. 

Locke quitted Paris in July, returning to  
Montpellier by the way of Tours, Orleans, and 
by the road leading towards Rocldle. 

Many of the towns they called bourgs ; but 
cor~sidering how poor and few the houses in 
most of them are, would in England scarce 
amount to villages. The houses generally were 
but one story ; and though such low buildings 
cost not much to  keep them up, yet like gro- 
veling bodies without souls, they also sink 
lower when they want inhabitants, of which 
sort of ruins we saw great numbers in all these 
bourgs, whereby one would guess that the peo- 
ple of France do not at  present increase ; but 
yet the country is all tilled and cultivated 
The  gentlemen's seats, of which we saw many, 
were most of them rather bearing marks of 
decay than of thriving and being well kept, 
except the great chateau de Richelieu, the most 
complete piece of building in France, where on 
the outside is exact symmetry, in the inside 
convenience, riches, ar~d beauty, tile richest 

$ding, the finest statues ; the avenues on all 
sides exceeding handsome and magnificent ; the 
situation low and unhealthy : the town is built 
with the same exactness, and though i t  has not 
the convenience of a town of great trade, yet 
the great privileges the Cardinal has got settled 
upon it, i t  being a free town, exempt fro111 
taille and salt, will always keep i t  full of peo- 
ple, and the houses dear in it. 

August 10th. Vernet, the seat of the Abbd 
Defiat, son of the Marshal D'Efiat: he has 
several church benefices, which makes him a 
great revenue ; they talk of 90,000 livres. 

Great Abbey of Normoutier, where the new 
buildings, not yet finished, are very handsome : 
the gardens large, but the cellars much larger, 
being cut in under the sides of the hill into 
the rock : they had the last year there 1380 
pieces of wine ; we saw a great cave which will 
hold 200 tuns of wine. 

At Niort they complained of the oppression 
and grievance suffered by the quartering of 
troops on the inhabitants: here a poor book- 
seller's wife, who by the largeness and furniture 
of her shop seemed not to have either much 
stock or trade, told me that there being last 
winter 1200 soldiers quartered in the town, two 
were appointed for their share, which, consi- 

VOI.. I, I, 
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dering that they were to have three meals a 
day of flesh, besides a collation in the after- 
noon, all which was better to give them, and a 
fifth meal too if they desired it, rather than 
displease them ; these two soldiers, for three 
months and a half they were there, cost them 
at least forty Ccus. 

Sept 15th. Bordeaux. They usually have 
in a year for the trade of this part of France 
2,000 vessels ; the present prohibitions in Eng- 
land trouble them : all wines low in price, ex- 
cept the best Pontac and Medoc. 

Saw the chateau Trompett, a strong fort on 
the river side, of four bastions ; one of the best 
streets and four churches have been pulled 
down to set the citadel in a fair open space : a 
house was yet pulling down when we were 
there that had cost lately the building about 
50,000 Ccus. There are in the garrison 500 
French soldiers and 200 Swiss ; the French 
have two sous per diem, and bread, which is 
worth about one more ; the Swiss have five 
sous per diem and bread. 

W e  rode abroad a league or two into the 
country westward, which they call Grave, from 
whence comes the Grave wine ; all vineyard. 
Talking with a poor paisant, he told me he had 
three children ; that he usually got seven sous 

a day, finding hiulself, whic11 was to maintain 
their family, five in number. His wife got 
three sous when she could get work, which 
was but seldom ; other times the spinning, 
which was for their cloth, yielded more money. 
Out of these seven sous they five were to be 
maintained, and house-rent paid, and their 
taille, and Sundays, and holidays provided for. 
For their house, which, God ~ v o t  ! was a poor 
one-room, one story, open to the tiles, without 
windows, and a little vineyard, which was as 
bad as nothing,-(for thougll they made out of 
it four or five tiers of wine, three tiers make 
two hogsheads, yet the labour and cost about 
the vineyard, making the wine, and cost of the 
casks to put it in, being cast up, the profit 
of it was very little,)-they paid twelve &us 
for rent, and for taille four livres, for which, 
not long since, the col1ecto.r had taken their 
frying-pan and dishes, money not being ready. 
Their ordinary food rye-bread and water ; flesh 
seldom seasons their pots: they can make no 
distinction bet~rreen flesh and fasting days, but 
when their money reaches to a more costly 
meal, they buy the inwards of some beast in 
the market, and then they feast themselves. 
In Xantonge, and several other parts of France, 
the paisants are much more miserable: the 
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paisants who live in Grave they count to be 
flourishing. 

Taxes : one-eighth of the purchase to be paid 
of all church or corporation lands that have a t  
any time been alienated : if they be decayed 
since the purchase, they pay one-eighth of the 
purchase ; if meliorated, they pay according to 
the improved value. H e  that refuses hath a 
garrison of soldiers presently sent to his bouse. 

Saw the Carthusian convent a quarter of a 
mile without the town ; the altar adorned with 
pillars of the finest marble that I have seen ; 
the marble of so excellent a kind, (interlaced 
with veins, as it were, of gold,) that the King 
hath been tempted to send for them away. 

Sept. 26th. From Bourdeaux to Cadillac. 
Saw the great chateau built by the D. d'Esper- 
non, built on three sides of a court, as all the 
great houses in France are, four stories high, 
and much inore capacious than the chateau of 
Richelieu ; a broad long terrace wall surrounds 
the building. 

At Toulouse saw the Charteraux, very large 
and fine ; saw the reliques a t  St. Sernin, where 
they have the greatest store of them that I have 
met with ; besides others, there are six Apostles, 
and the head of the seventh, viz. two Jameses, 
Philip, Simon, Jude, Barnabas, and the head 

of Barthelmy. W e  were told of the wonders 
these and other reliques had done being car- 
ried in procession, but more especially the head 
of St. Edward, one of our Icings of England, 
which carried in procession delivered the town 
from a plague some years since. 

[Locke arrived a t  Montpellier the middle of 
October, and after a short residence of less 
than a fortnight, set out before the end of the 
month on his return to Paris, by way of Lyons 
and Orleans, having probably been recalled by 
Sbaftesbury, who was then a t  the head of the 
English administration. The particulars of this 
journey home are omitted. Tbe.mode of travel- 
ling at  that time was generally on horseback, 
hired from one great town to another ; the day's 
journey seven, eight, and ten leagues ; the hire 
of horses for a journey three livres a-day for 
three horses, and three livres for their meat ; 
to the guide that rode one, ten sous a day for 
his hire, and ten sous for his meat, and the 
same rate of seven livres a day for the return. 
Twenty sous, dinner ; thirty sous, coucber. 

H e  arrived at Paris the latter end of No- 
vember, and remained there about five months. 

A t  this time are many notes of and compa- 
rison between French and English measures ; 
of length and capacity, of weight and fineness, 
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of the respective monies of the two countries, 
and of I-lolland, ascertained by experiment and 
by information furnished by M. Briot, If. Toy- 
nard, and Romer.] 

Dec. 90th. I n  the library of tlie Abbe of 
St. Germains, M. Covell arid I saw two very 
old manuscripts of the New Testament, the 
newest of which was, as appeared by the date 
of it, at  least 800 years old, in each of ~vhich 1 
John c. v. v. 7. was quite wanting, and the end 
of the eight11 verse ran thus, " tres unum sunt ;" 
in another old copy the seventh verse was, 
but \sit11 interlining ; in another much more 
modern copy, v. 7. was also, but differently from 
the old copy; and in two other old manu- 
scripts, also, v. 7. was quite out, but as I re- 
member in all of thein the end of the eighth 
verse was " tres unum sunt." 

The story of the nuns of Lodun possessed, 
was nothing but a contrivance of Cardinal 
Richelieu to destroy Graudier, a marl he sus- 
pected to have wrote a book against him, who 
was condemned for witchcraft in the case, and 
burnt for it. The scene was managed by the 
Capuchins, and the nuns played their tricks 
well, but all was a cheat. 

23rd. A t  the Icing's levee, which I saw this 
morning at St. Gerinains, there is r~othing so 

remarkable as his great devotion, which is very 
exemplary ; for as soon as ever he is dressed, 
he goes to his bed-side, where he kneels down 
to his prayers, several priests kneeling by him, 
in which posture he continues for a pretty 
while, not being disturbed by the noise and 
buzz of the rest of the chamber, which is full 
of people standing and talking one to another. 

The Marquis de Bordage, who married Ail. 
Turenne's niece, being at Rome about the year 
66 or 67, being at a mass where the 130pe was 
present, and not above a yard or two from him, 
a very considerable Cardinal, ~ v h o  was just by 
him,, asked him just after the elevation : " Che 
dice vostra Signioria di tutta questa fanfati- 
taria ? " 

f * * * * 
Amongst other things, M. Covell told me 

how the patriarchs of Constantinople are made 
at present by the Grand Seignior : how they buy 
out one another ; and how the non-conformist 
Protestants were induced by him to take the 
sacrainen t kneeling. 

1679-January 4th. This day was the re- 
view of the infantry of the AiIaison du Roi. 
There were thirty companies, if one may 
reckon by their colours, of French, and ten of 
Swiss, all new habited. The officers of the 
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Frencli, gold embroidery on blue ; the Swiss, 
gold embroidery on red, and much the richer. 
The French common soldiers all in new clothes: 
the coat and breecl~es of cloth almost white ; 
red vests laced with counterfeit silver lace; as 
inucll as was seen, at  least, was red cloth, 
though if one looked farther, one should have 
found i t  grafted to linen; shoulder-belts, and 
bandeliers of buff leather, laced at their vests ; 
red stockings, a new hat laced, adorned with a 
great white woollen feather-some were red ; 
a new pair of white gloves with woollen fringe, 
and a new sword, copper gilt hilt ; all which, 
I am told, with a coat of grey stuff to wear 
over it, cost forty-four livres, which is abated 
out of tlieir pay ; of which, all defalcations 
made, there remains for their maintenance five 
sous per diem. The soldiers, as I overtook 
them coming home to Paris, had most of them 
oiled hat cases, a part, I suppose, of their furni- 
ture, and coarse linen buskins, after the fashion 
of their country, to save their red stockings. 
The Swiss soldiers were habited in red coats 
and blue breeches cut after their fashion, with 
their points at  their knees, and had no feathers. 
The pike-men of both had back and breast- 
plates; but the Swiss also had head-pieces, 
which the French had not. For  the Swiss, the 

King pays each captain for himself, and all tlie 
men in his company, eighteen livres per men- 
sem ; the captain's profit lies in this, that he 
agrees with his officers as he can, and so with 
the soldiers, who have some ten, some fourteen 
livres per mensem, as they can agree. 

The Icing passed at  the head of the line as 
they stood drawn up ; the officers at the head 
of their companies and regiments in armour, 
with pikes in their hands, saluting him with 
their pikes, then with their hats. H e  very 
courteously put off his liat to thern again ; so 
he did, wlien taking his stand, they marclied 
before him. H e  passed twice along the whole 
front forwards and backwards; first by him- 
self, the Dauphin, kc. accompanying him ; and 
then with the Queen, he riding by her coacll 
side. 

I T  1 he sergeants complaining that their pay 

would not reach to make then1 so fine as was 
required, i. e. scarlet coats with true gold gal- 
loori ; to make them amends for it, they were 
allowed to take more on their quarters. The 
French for excusing from quarters make them 
pay twenty-four, the Swiss but eighteen livres. 

A t  Paris, tlie bills of mortality usually 
amount to 19 or 20,000 ; and they count in 
the town about 500,000 souls, 50,000 more 
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than a t  Londol], where the bills are less. 
Quere, whether tlie Quakers, Anabaptists, and 
Jews, that die in London, are reckoned in the 
bills of mortality. 

Exchange on 1,ondon fifty-four pence five- 
eiglitl~s GAngleterre, for one ~ C L I  of France; 
so with commission, &c. I received 1,306 livres 
two SO~IS, for 1001. sterling. 

154. Toinard showed me a new system of our 
tourbillion, wherein the centre of the sun de- 
scribed a circle of the tourbillion, in which i t  
made its periodical circuit, and Mercury moved 
about tlie sun as the moon does about the 
earth. 

Pomey and Chauson were burnt a t  Paris 
about tlie year 64, for keeping a bawdy-house 
of Catemites. M. 'T'oinard. 

February 13th. I saw the library of M. 
de Thoo, a great collection of choice, well- 
bound books, wliich are now to be sold ; 
amongst others, a Greek manuscript, written 
by one Angelot, by which Stephens' Greek 
characters were first made. There was also a 

picture of a procession in the time of t h e  
League, wherein the monks of the several or- 
ders are represented armed, as indeed they 
were. I-Iere also I had the honour to see the 
Prince of Conti, now in his seventeenth year, 

a very comely young gentlen~an ; but the 
beauty of his nlind far excels that of his body, 
being for his age very learned. H e  speaks 
Italiail and German as n native, uriderstands 
1,atin well, Spanish indifferently, and is, as I 
am told, going to learn Englisli : a great lover 
of j~lstice and honour, very civil and obliging 
to all, and desires the acquaintance of persons 
of merit of any kind; and though I can pre- 
tend to none that rniglit recommend me to one 
of tlie first princes of the blood of France, yet 
lie did me tlie l~onour to ask me several ques- 
tions then, and to repeat his comlnands to me 
to wait upon him a t  liis house. 

Friday. The observation of Lent at  TJaris 
is come almost to nothing. Meat is openly to 
be had in the shambles, and a dispensation 
co~nmonly to be had from the curate without 
difficulty. People of sense laugh at  it, and in 
Italy itself, for twenty sous, a dispensation is 
certainly to be had. Tlie best edition of the 
French Bible is that in folio, in two vols. El-  

zevir, but the notes are not very good. T11e 
best notes are those of Diodati, and his Italian 
Bible is very good. Mr. Justel. 

They tell here, that the Uisliop of Bellay 
1levilig writ against tlie Capucllins, and they 
against him, Cardinal Richelieu t~ndertook their 
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reconciliation, and they both promised peace ; 
but the Capuchins writing again uiider another 
name, the Bishop replied ; so that the Cardi- 
nal, seeing him some time after, told him, that 
had he held his peace he would have canon- 
ized him. " That would do well," replied the 
Bishop, for then we should each of us have 
what we desire; i. e. one should be a Pope, 
and the other a saint." 

Cardinal Richelieu having given hinl the 
Prince of Balzac and the Minister Silhon to  
read, (which he had caused to be writ, one as 
a character of the King, and the other of him- 
self,) demanded one day, before the King, his 
opinion of them ; to which the Bishop replied, 

L e  Prince n'est pas grand chose, et  le Mi- 
nistre ne vaut rien !" 

A devout lady being sick, and besieged by 
the Carmes, made her will, and gave them all : 
the Bishop of Bellay coming to see her, after 
it was done, asked whether she had made her 
will ; she answered yes, and told hiin how ; he 
convinced her i t  was not well, and she desiring 
to  alter it, found a difficulty how to do it, 
being so beset by the friars. The Bishop bid 
her not trouble herself for it, but presently 
took order that two notaries, habited as physi- 
cians, should come to  her, who being by her 

bed-side, the Bishop told the company it was 
convenient all should withdraw ; and so the 
former will was revoked, and a new one 

made and put into the Bishop's hands. The 
lady dies, the Carn~es produce their will, and 
for some time the Bishop lets them enjoy the 
pleasure of their inheritance ; but at  last, taking 
out the other will, he says to them, c6&fes 
frPres, you are the sons of Eliah, children of 
the Old Testament, and have no share in the 
New." This is that Bishop of Bellay who has 
writ so much against monks and monkerv. 

d 

I1 y a ri Paris vingt-quatre belles maisons 
qu'on peut voir 

Luxembourg 
L'Hotel de Guise 
- de Soissons' 
- de la Basinierre 
- de la Fert6 
- de Grammont 
- de &!I. Colbert 
- de la Vrillierre 
- de Mazarin 
- de Lyonne 
- Bretonvilliers 
- Justin - de M. Lambert 
- de Chaumont 
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I,' Hotel de Lesdiguiers 
-- de Conti 
- de Lalnoignon 
- de Jars 
- de Turenne 
- &I. Amelot Bisicul 
- M. de Boisfranc 
- de Vendome 
- d'Espernon 
- de Longueville. 

The Memoires de Sully are full of falsities 
and self-flattery, so concluded by the company 
chez Mr. Justel; the same which Mr. Falay- 
seau had before told me : those of the Duc  de 
Guise, a romance; but those of Modena, con- 
cerning Naples, good. 

I saw the P&re Cherubin, the Capuchin so 
famous for optics, at  least the practical part in 
telescopes, at  his convent in the R u e  St. 
Honork. 

The Capuchins are the strictest and severest 
order in France, so that to mortify those of 
their order, they command them the most un- 
reasonable things, irrational and ridiculous : as 
to plant cabbage-plants the roots upwards, and 
then reprehend them, the planters, bemuse they 
do not grow. As soon as tliey firid any one to 
have any inclinations any way, as Pkre Cheru- 

bin in optics and telescopes, to take from him 
all that he has done, or may be useful to him 
in that science, and employ him in something 
quite contrary ; but lie has now a particular 
lock and key to his cell, which the guardian's 
key opens not. 

Tliis severity makes them not compassionate 
one to another, whatever they ~ rou ld  be to 
others. 

Within this year pitst, were bills set up about 
Paris, with a privilege for a receipt to kill lice, 
whereof the Duke  of Uouillorl had the mono- 
poly, and the bills were in his name. 

'c Par permission et privilkge du Roy, ac- 
cord6 A perpetuitk Q Monsieur le Duc  de Bou- 
illon, Grand Chambellan de France, par lettres 
patentes dn 17 Sept. 1677, verifies en Parle- 
inent par arrkt du 13 Dec, au dit an, le pub- 
lique sew averti que Yon vend B Paris un petit 
sachet de la grandeur d'une piece de quinze 
sols, pour garantir toute sorte de personnes de 
la vermine, et  en retirer ceux qui en sont in- 
commod6s sans mercure. 

" 11 est fait defense ;i toutes personnes de le 
faire, ni contrefaire, B peine de trois mille livres 
d'amende." Extrait de l'affiche. 

At the seminary of St. Sulpice, over the 
door opposite to the gate, is the Virgin, a child 
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crowning her, and under her feet this inscrip- 
tion : Interveni pro clero. 

The Protestants within these twenty years 
have had above three hundred churches de- 
molished, and within these two months fifteen 
more condemned. 

[During his residence a t  Paris, Locke made 
acquaintance with Mr. Justel, (whose holise 
was then the resort of the literati of France,) 
and with him he continued to correspond long 
after his return to England. H e  also formed 
an acquaintance with Mr. Guenelon, the cele- 
brated pllysician of Amsterdam, whose friend-' 
ship was most useful some years afterwards, 
during his retreat in Holland. H e  became also 
intimately acquainted with Monsieur Toinard, 
the author of Harmonia Evangeliorum. 

At the beginning of May, Locke left Paris, 
and arrived in the Thames on the 8th ; he 
resided for some time at  Thanet-House in 
Aldersgate-street, Shaftesbury being then at  
the head of the English administration. 

Before proceeding farther, i t  will be proper 
here to  insert the notes and dissertations on dif- 
ferent subjects scattered a t  intervals through 
the Journal.] 

ICNOWLEDGE, ITS EXTENT AND MEtlSUltE. 

Quod volumus facilr. credimus. 

Feb. 8, 1677.--QUESTION.-HOW far, and 
by whatmeans, the will works upon the under- 
standing and assent ? 

Our minds are not made as large as truth, nor 
suited to the whole extent of things ; amongst 
those that come within its reach, i t  meets with 
a great many too big for its grasp, and there 
are not a few that i t  is fair to give up as incoin- 
prehensible. It finds itself lost in the vast 
extent of space, and the least particle of matter 
puzzles i t  with an inconceivable divisibility ; 
and those who, out of a great care not to ad- 
mit unintelligible things, deny or question an 
eternal omniscient spirit, run themselves into 
a greater difficulty by making an eternal and 
intelligent matter. Nay, our minds, whilst 
they think and (* ****) our bodies, find it past 
their capacity to conceive how they do the one 
or the other. This state of our minds, however 
remote from the perfection whereof we our- 
selves have an idea, ought not, however, to dis- 
courage our endeavours in the search of truth, 
0' make us think we are incapable of knowing 

VOI,. I. M 
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any thing, because we cannot understand all 
things. W e  shall find that we are sent out 
into tlie world furnished with those faculties 
that are fit to obtain knowledge, and know- 
ledge sufficient, if we will but confine i t  within 
those purposes, and direct i t  to those ends, 
which tlie constitution of our nature, and the 
circumstance of our being, point out to us. I f  
we consider ourselves in the condition we are 
in the world, we cannot but observe that we 
are in an estate, the necessities whereof call for 
a constant supply of meat, drink, clothing, and 
defence from the weather; and our conveni- 
ences demand yet a great deal more. To pro- 
vide these things, Nature furnishes us only 
with the material, for the most part rough, and 
unfitted to our use; i t  requires labour, art, 
and thought, to suit them to our occasions ; 
and if the knowledge of man had not found 
out ways to shorten the labour, and improve 
several things which seem not, at  first sight, 
to be of any use to us, we should spend all 
our time to make a scanty provision for a 
poor and miserable life : a sufficient instance, 
whereof, we have in the inhabitants of that 
large and fertile part of the world the West  
Indies, who lived a poor uncomfortable life, 
scarce able to subsist ; and that, perhaps, only 

for want of knowing the use of that store out 
of the inhabitants of the Old l;tTol*ld had 
the skill to draw iron, and thereof make them- 
selves utensils necessary for the carrying on 
and improvement of all other arts ; no one of 
which can subsist well, if at all, without that 
one metal. Here, then, is a large field for 
knowledge, proper for the use and advantage of 
men in this world ; viz. to find out new inven- 
tions of dispatch to shorten or ease our labour, 
or applying sagaciously together several agents 
and materials, to procure new and beneficial 
productions fit for our use, whereby our stock 
of riches (i. e. things useful for the conveni- 
ences of our life,) inay be increased, or better 
preserved : and for such discoveries as these 
the mind of nlan is well fitted ; though, per- 
haps, the essence of things, their first original, 
their secret way of working, and the whole 
extent of corporeal beings, be as far beyond 
our capacity as i t  is beside our use; and me 
have no reason to complain that we do not 
know the nature of the sun or stars, that the 
consideration of light itself leaves us in the 
dark, and a thousand other spec~llations in Na- 
ture, since, if we knew them, they would be of 
110 solid advantage to us, nor help to make 
our lives the happier, they being but the useless 

nl 2 
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etnployment of idle or over-curious brains, 
which amuse themselves  bout things out of 
which they can by no means draw any real 
benefit. So tliat, if we will consider man as in 
the world, and that his mind and faculties were 
given him for any use, we must necessarily 
conclude i t  must be to procure him the happi- 
ness which this world is capable of;  which cer- 
tainly is nothing else but plenty of all sorts of 
those things which can with rnost ease, plea- 
sure, and variety, preserve him longest in i t  : 
so that, had mankind no concernment but in 
the world, no apprehensions of any being after 
this life, they need trouble their heads with 
nothing but the history of nature, and an 
inquiry into the qualities of the things in the 
mansion of the universe which hath fallen to 
their lot, and, being well-skilled in the know- 
ledge of material causes and effect of things in 
their power, directing their thoughts to the 
improvement of such arts and inventions, en- 
gines, and utensils, as might best contribute to 
their continuation in i t  with conveniency and 
delight, they might well spare themselves the 
trouble of looking any farther ; they need not 
perplex themselves about the original frame or 
constitution of the universe, drawing the great 
machine into systems of their own contrivance, 
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and building hypotheses, obscure, perplexed, 
and of no other use but to raise dispute and 
continual wrangling : For what need have we 
to complain of our ignorance in the more ge- 
neral and foreign parts of nature, when all our 
business lies at  home? W h y  should we be- 
moan our want of knowledge in the particular 
apartments of the universe, when our portion 
here only lies in the little spot of earth where 
we and all our concernments are shut up ? 
W h y  should we think ourselves hardly dealt 
with, that we are not furnished with compass 
nor plummet to sail and fathom that rest- 
less, unnavigable ocean, of the universal matter, 
motion, and space? Since there be shores to 
bound our voyage and travels, there are at  least 
no commodities to be brought from thence ser- 
viceable to our use, nor that will better our con- 
dition ; and we need not be displeased tliat we 
have not knowledge enough to discover whe- 
ther we have any neighbours or no in those 
large bulks of matter we see floating in the 
abyss, or of what kind they are, since vrre can 
never have any communication with them that 
might turn to our advantage. So that, con- 
sidering man barely as an animal of three or 
four score years duration, and then to end, his 
condition and state requires no other know- 
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ledge than what may furnish hini with those 
tliings which may help him to pass out to the 
end of that time with ease, safety, and delight, 
which is all the happiness he is capable of : and 
for the attainment of a correspondent measure 
mankind is sufficiently provided. H e  has fa- 
culties and organs well adapted for the disco- 
very, if he thinks fit to employ and use them. 
Another use of his knowledge is to live in 
peace with his fellow men, arid this also he is 
capable of. Besides a plenty of the good things 
of this world, witli life, liealtli, and peace tox 
enjoy them, we can tliink of 110 other concern- 
ment mankind hat11 that leads him not out of 
it, and places him not beyond the confines of 
this earth; and i t  seems probable tliat there 
should be some better state somewhere else to 
which mail might arise, since, when he hath all 
that this world can afford, he is still unsatisfied, 
uneasy, and far from happiness. It is certain, 
and that all inen must consent to, that there is 
a possibility of another state when this scene is 
over; and that the happiness and misery of 
that depends on the ordering of ourselves in 
our actions in this time of our probation here. 
The acknowledgment of a God will easily lead 
any one to this, and he hath left so many foot- 
steps of liimself, so many proofs of his being in 

every creature, as are sufficient to coilvince any 
who will but make use of their faculties that 
way,-and I dare say nobody escapes this con- 
viction for want of siglit ; but if any be so 
blind, i t  is only because they will not ope11 
their eyes and see ; and those only doubt of a 
Supreme Ruler and an universal law, wlio 
would willingly be under no law, accouritable 
to no judge ; those only question another life 
hereafter, who intend to lead such a one here 
as they fear to have examined, and would be 
loath to :inswcr for wlic~i it is ovcr. Tliis opi- 
nion I sliall always be of, till I sce that tl~osc 
wlio would cast off' all tliouglits of God, lico- 
veil, and hell, lead such lives as would becoine 
rational creatures, or observe that one unques- 
tionable moral rule, D o  as you would be done 
to. It being therr possible, and at least proba- 
ble, that tliere is another life, wherein we silall 
give an account of our past actions in this to the 
great God of heaven and earth ; here comes 
in another, and that the inaiil concerninelit of 
mankind, to know what tliose actions are tliat 
he is to do, what those are he is to avoid, wliat 
the law is, he is to live by here, and shall be 
judged by hereafter ; and in this part too lie is 
llot left so in the dark, but that Ile is furnished 
wit11 ~)ri~iciplcs of knowledge, alicl faculties able 
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to discover light enough to guide him ; his 
understanding seldom fails him in this part, 
unless where his will would have it so. I f  he  
take a wrong course, i t  is most commonly be- 
cause lle goes wilfully out of the way, or, a t  
least, chooses to be bewildered ; and tliere are 
few, if any, who dreadfully mistake, that are 
willing to be in the right;  and I think one 
inay safely say, that amidst the great ignorance 
which is so justly comp1aii;ed of amongst man- 
kind, where any one endeavoured to know his 
duty sincerely, with a design to do it, scarce 
ever any one miscarried for want of knowledge. 
The business of men being to be happy in this 
world, by the enjoyment of the things of na- 
ture subservient to life, health, ease, and plea- 
sure, and by the colnfortable hopes of another 
life when this is ended ; and in the other world, 
by an accumulation of higher degrees of bliss 
in an everlasting security, we need no other 
knowledge for the attainment of those ends 
but of the history and observation of the effect 
and operation of natural bodies within our 
power, and of our duty in the management of 
our own actions, as far as they depend on our 
will, i. e. as far also as they are in our power. 
One of those is the proper enjoyment of our 
bodies, and tlie highest perfection of that, and 

tile other of our souls; and to attain both these 
we are fitted with faculties both of body and 
soul. Whilst then we have ability to improve 
our knowledge in experimental natural philo- 
sopl~y, whilst we want not principles whereon 
to establish moral rules, nor liglit (if we please 
to make use of it) to distinguish good from bad 
actions, we have no reason to complain if we 
meet with difficulties in other things whicli put 
our reasons to a nonplus, confound our under- 
standings, and leave us perfectly in the dark 
under the sense of our own weakness : for those 
relating not to our happiness any way are 110 

part of our business, and therefore i t  is not to 
be wondered if we have not abilities given us 
to deal wit11 things that are not to our purpose, 
nor conformable to  our state or end. God 
having made the great machine of the universe 
suitable to his infinite power and wisdom, why 
should we think so proudly of ourselves w l ~ o ~ n  
he hath put into a small canton, and perhaps 
the most inconsiderable part of it, that he hat11 
made us the surveyors of it, and that i t  is not 
as it should be unless we can thorougl~ly com- 
prehend i t  in all the parts of it ? I t  is agree- 
able to his goodness, and to our condition, that 
We should be able to apply them to our use, to 
~lndenta~rcl so far sonle parts of lliat we llave 
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to do witli, as to be able to make them sub- 
servient to tlie convenience of our life, as proper 
to fill our hearts with praise of liis bounty. 
13ut i t  is also agreeable to his greatness, tliat i t  
should exceed our capacity, and the higliest 
flight of our imagination, the better to fill us 
with admiration of liis power and wisdom ;- 
besides its serving - to other ends, and being 
suited probably to tlie use of other inore intel- 
ligent creatures which we know not of. If  i t  
be not reasonable to expect that we should be 
able to penetrate into all the depths of nature, 
and understand the whole constitution of the 
universe, i t  is yet a higher irisolerice to doubt 
the existence of a God because we cannot com- 
prehend him-to think there is not an infinite 
Being because we are not so. I f  all things 
must stand or fall by the measure of our un- 
derstandings, arid tliat denied to be, wherein 
we find inextricable diffichlties, there will very 
little remain in tlie world, and we shall scarce 
leave ourselves so much as understandings, 
souls, or bodies. It will become us better to 
consider well our own weakness and exigencies, 
what ure are made for, and what we are capable 
of, and to apply the powers of our bodies and 
faculties of our souls, wliich are well suited to 
our conclition, in t l ~ c  search of that ~iatural 

and moral knowledge, wliich, as it is not be- 
yond our strength, so is not beside our purpose, 
but may be attained by moderate industry, and 
improved to our infinite advantage. 

[This excellent article was begun in March, 
continued at  intervals, and finished in May, 
apparently during a journey.] 

S T U D Y .  
1677, March 6th. The end of study is know- 

ledge, and the end of knowledge practice or 
communication. This true delight is common- 
ly joined with all improvements of knowledge ; 
but when we study only for that end, i t  is to 
be considered rather as diversion than business, 
and so is to be reckor~ed among our recrea- 
tions. 

The extent of knowledge or things know- 
able is so vast, our duration here so short, and 
the entrance by whicli the kno~vledge of things 
gets into our understanding so narrow, that 
the time of our whole life would be found too 
short without the necessary allowances for 
cliildliood and old age, (whicli are not capable 
of 111ucli improvemelit,) for tlie refreshment of 
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our bodies and unavoidable avocations, and in 
most conditiolls for the ordinary employment 
of their callings, which if they neglect, they 
cannot eat nor live. I say that the whole time 
of our life, without these necessary defalca- 
tions, is not enough to acquaint us with all 
those things, I will not say which we are 
capable of knowing, but which i t  would not 
be only convenient ba t  very advantageous to 
know. H e  that will consider how many doubts 
and difficulties have remained in the minds 
of the most knowing inen after long and stu- 
dious inquiry ; how much, in those several 
provinces of knowledge they have surveyed, 
they have left undiscovered; how many other 
provinces of the .' mundus intelligibilis," as I 
may call it, they never once travelled on, will 
easily consent to the disproportionateness of our 
time and strength to this greatness of business, of 
knowledge taken in its full latitude, and whiclr 
if i t  be not our main business here, yet it is so 
necessary to it, and so interwoven with it, that 
we can make little further progress in doing, 
than we do in knowing,- at least to little 
purpose ; acting without understanding being 
usually at best but lost labour. 

I t  therefore much behoves us to improve the 
best we can our time and talent in this respect, 
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since we have a long journey to go, and 
the days are but short, to take the straightest 
and most direct road we can. T o  this purpose, 
it may not perliaps be amiss to decline some 
things that are likely to bewilder us, or at  least 
lie out of our way.-First, as all that maze of 
words and phrases which have been invented 
and employed only to instruct and amuse peo- 
ple in the art of disputing, and will be found 
~erhaps,  when looked into, to have little or 
no meaning; and with this kind of stuff the 
logics, physics, ethics, metaphysics, and divi- 
nity of the schools are thought hy some to 
be too much filled. This I an1 sure, that 
where we leave distinctions without finding 
a difference in things ; where we make variety 
of phrases, or think we furnish ourselves with 
arguments without a progress in the real Itnow- 
ledge of things, we only fill our heads with 
empty sounds, which however thougl-lt to be- 
long to learning and knowledge, will no more 
improve our understandings and strengthen 
our reason, than the noise of a jack will fill 
our bellies or strengthen our bodies: and the 
art to fence with those which are called sub- 
tleties, is of no more use than i t  would be to be 
dexterous in tying and untying knots in cob- 
webs. Words are of no value nor use, but as 
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they are the signs of things ; when they stand 
for nothing, they are less than cyphers, for, in- 
stead of augmenting the value of those they 
are joined with, they lessen it, and make i t  
nothing; and where they have not a clear 
distinct signification, they are like unusual or 
ill-made figures that confound our meaning. 

211d. A n  aim and desire to know what hath 
been other men's opinions. Truth needs no 
recommendation, and error is not mended by 
i t ;  and in our inquiry after knowledge, i t  
as little concerns us what other men have 
thought, as i t .  does one who is to go from 
Oxford to London, to know what scholars 
walk quietly on foot, inquiring the way and 
surveying the country as they went, who 
rode post after their guide without minding 
the way he went, who were carried along 
muffled up in a coach with their company, 
or where one doctor lost or went out of his 
way, or where another stuck in the mire. If 
a traveller gets a knowledge of the right 
way, i t  is no matter whether he knows the 
infinite windings, byeways, and turnings where 
others have been misled ; the knowledge of 
the right secures him from the wrong, and 
that is his great business : and so methinks 
i t  is in our pilgrimage through this world; 
men's fancies have been infinite even of 
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the learned, and the history of them endless : 
and some not knowing whither they mould 
go, have kept going, though they have only 
moved ; others have followed only their own 
imaginations, though they meant right, which 
is an errant which with the wisest leads us 
through strange mazes. Interest has blind- 
ed some and prejudiced others, who have yet 
marched confidently on ; and liolrrever 011 t of 
the way, they have thought theinselves most 
in the right. I do not say this to undervalue 
the light we receive froin others, or to think 
there are not those who assist us mightily in 
our endeavours after knowledge ; perhaps with- 
out books we should be as ignorant as the 
Indians, whose minds are as ill clad as their 
bodies ; but I think i t  is an idle and useless 
thing to make i t  one's business to study what 
have been other men's sentiments in things 
where reason is only to be judge, on purpose 
to be furnished with them, and to be able to 

cite them on all occasions. However it be es- 
teemed a great part of learning, yet to a man 
that considers how little time he has, and holv 
much work to do, how many things he is to 
learn, how many doubts to clear in religion, 
how many rules to establish to 11imself in mo- 
rality, how mucli pains to be taken wit11 him- 
self to inaster his unruly desires and passions, 
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how to provide himself against a thousalld cases 
and accidents that will happen, and an infinite 
deal more both in his general and particular 
calling; I say to  a man that considers this well, 
it will not seem rnuch his business to acquaint 
himself designedly with the various conceits of 
men that are to be found in books even upon 
subjects of moment. I deny not but the know- 
ing of these opinions in all their variety, con- 
tradiction, and extravagancy, may serve to in- 
struct us in the vanity and ignorance of man- 
kind, and both to humble and caution us upon 
that consideration ; but this seems not reason 
enough to  me to engage purposely in this stu- 
dy, and in our inquiries after more material 
points, we shall meet with enough of this medly 
to  acquaint us with the weakness of man's 
understanding. 

3rd. Purity of language, a polished style, or 
exact criticism in foreign languages-thus I 
think Greek and Latin may be called, as well 
as French and Italian,-and to spend much 
time in these may perhaps serve to set one off 
in the world, and give one the reputation of 
a scholar ; but if that be all, methinks i t  is 
labouring for an outside ; i t  is at best but a 

handsome dress of truth or falsehood that one 
busies one's-self about, and makes most of those 
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lyho lay out their time this way rather as fa- 
&ionable gentlemen, than as wise or useful 
men. 

There are so many advantages of speaking 
one's own language well, and being a inaster 
in it, that let a man's calling be what it will, i t  
cannot but be w1orth our taking some pains in 
it, but i t  is by no means to have the first place 
in our studies : but he that makes good lan- 
guage subservient to a good life and an iristr~r- 
ment of virtue, is doubly enabled to do good 
to others. 

When I speak against the laying out our 
time and study on criticisms, I mean such as 
may serve to make us great masters in Pindar 
and Persius, Herodotus and Tacitus ; and I 
must always be understood to except all study 
of languages and critical learning, that may 
aid us in understanding the Scriptures ; for 
they being an eternal foundation of truth as 
im~nedia te l~  coming from the fountain of 
truth, whatever doth help us to understand 
their true sense, doth well deserve our pains 
and study. 

4th. Antiquity and history, as far as they 
are designed only to furnish us with story and 
talk. For the stories of Alexander and Czsar, 
"0 farther than they instruct us in  the art of 

VOI.. I .  N 
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living well, and furnish us with observations of 
wisdom and prudence, are not one jot to be pre- 
ferred to the history of Robin Hood, or the 
Seven Wise Masters. I do not deny but his- 
tory is very useful, and very instructive of 
human life; but if i t  be studied only for the 
reputation of being an historian, it is a very 
empty thing; and he that can tell all the par- 
ticulars of Herodotus and Plutarch, Curtius 
and Livy, without making any other use of 
them, may be an ignorant man with a good 
memory, and with all his pains hath only filled 
his head with Christmas tales. And which is 
worse, the greatest part of history being made 
up  of wars and conquests, and their style, 
especially the Rornans, speaking of valour as 
the chief if not the only virtue, we are in 
danger to be misled by the general current and 
business of history, and, looking on Alexander 
and Czsar, and such like heroes, as the highest 
instances of human greatness, because they each 
of them caused the death of several 100,000 
men, and the ruin of a much greater number, 
overrun a great part of the earth, and killed the 
inhabitants to possess themselves of their coun- 
tries-we are apt to make butchery and rapine 
the chief marks and very essence of human 
greatness. And if civil history be a great 

dealer of it, and to many readers thus useless, 
and difficult inquirings in antiquity are 

lnLlch more so ; and the exact dimensions of the 
Colossus, or figure of the Capitol, the ceremo- 
nies of the Greek and Roman marriages, or who 
i t  was that first coined money ; these, I confess, 
set a man well off in the world, especially 
amongst the learned, but set him very little on 
in his way. 

5th. Nice questions and remote useless spe- 
culations, as where the earthly Paradise was- 
or what fruit i t  was that was forbidden--where 
Lazarus's soul was whilst his body lay dead- 
and what kind of bodies we shall have at  the 
Resurrection ? &c. &c. These things well-re- 
pla ted,  will cut off a t  once a great deal of 
business from one who is setting out into a 
course of study; not that all these are to be 
counted utterly useless, and lost time cast away 
on them. The four last may be each of them 
the full and laudable employment of several 
persons who may with great advantage make 
languages, history, or antiquity, their study. 
For as for words without meaning, which is the 
first head I mentioned, I cannot imagine them 
any way worth hearing or reading, much less 
studying ; but there is such an harmony in all 
Sorts of t ru t l~  and knowledge, they do all sup- 
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port and give light so to one another, that one 
cannot deny, but languages and criticisms, 
history and antiquity, strange opinions and odd 
speculations, serve often to clear and confirrn 
very material and useful doctrines. M y  mean- 
ing therefore is, not that they are not to be 
looked into by a studious man at  any time ; all 
that I contend is, that they are not to be made 
our chief aim, nor first business, and that they 
are always to be handled with some caution : 
for since having but a little time, we have need 
of much care in the husbanding of it. These 
parts of knowledge ought not to have either 
the first or greatest part of our studies, and we 
have the more need of this caution, because they 
are much in vogue amongst men of letters, and 
carry with them a great exterior of learning, and 
so are a glittering temptation in a studious man's 
way, and such as is very likely to mislead him. 

But  if i t  were fit for me to  marshal the parts 
of knowledge, and allot to any one its place 
and precedency, thereby to direct one's studies, 
I should think i t  were natural to set them in 
this order. 

1. Heaven being our great business and in- 
terest, the knowledge which may direct us 
thither is certainly so too, so that this is with- 
out peradventure the study that ought to take 

tile first and chiefest place in our thoughts ; 
but wherein i t  consists, its parts, method, and 
application, will deserve a chapter by itself. 
2. The next thing to happiness in the other 

world, is a quiet prosperous passage through 
this, which requires a discreet conduct and 
management of ourselves in the several occur- 
rences of our lives. The study of prudence 
then seems to me to deserve the second place 
in our thoughts and studies. A Inan may be, 
perhaps, a good man, (which lives in truth and 
sincerity of heart towards God,) with a small 
portion of prudence, but he will never be very 
happy in himself, nor useful to others without; 
these two are every man's business. 

3. If  those who are left by their predecessors 
with a plentiful fortune are excused from 
having a particular calling, in order to their 
subsistence in this life, it is yet certain that, by 
the law of God, they are under an obligation 
of doing something ; which, having been judi- 
ciously treated by an able pen, I shall not med- 
dle with, but pass to those who have made 
letters their business; and in these I think i t  
is illcumbent to make the proper business of 
their calling the third place in their study. 

This order being laid, i t  will be easy for 
every o ~ ~ c  to (Ietcl.mine wit11 l~irnself what 
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