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T H E

PREFACE

HE Merchant, the Manufa&urer, and the

Sailor, who at firft View, appear to have

the greateft Intereft in Trade, will, upon
Examination, be found not to be fo deeply con-
cerned in its well or ill Being, as the Landholder,
whofe Intereft feems more remote, and who (with
Sorrow it muft be faid) too often by his Indiffe-
rence, gives Occafion to fufpect, that he thinks he
hath no Concern in it at all,

The former are not fixt toa Country; their Ef-
feQts are all Moveables, vended in many Parts of
the World ; if they are opprefled in one Place,
they can foon pack up and fly to another, where
greater Freedoms invite them ; they may indeed
be bound by Leafes of Lands or Houfes, but
Parchment Chains feldom prevent defpairing Fugi-
tives : Therefore the Number of People in any
Country, as well as their Well-being, depends in-
tirely on Trade.

The Land-holder hath an immoveable Property,
valuable only to fome few of his Neighbours or
Countrymen, the Produce of which, if Trade car-
ries not off, nor brings in People to confume, but
on the contrary, by its Decay drives the Confu-
mers away, his Tenants muft decay, break, fly,
and his Lands be untenanted; he may indeed feil
at one Price or another, but when the Bulk of h:s
Neighbours are in as bad a Situation as himfelf,

and
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and all Rents declining, the Value of untenanted
Farms and empty Houfes, muft be very low.

The Traders are indeeed the firft pinched, but
then they have the firft Warning to avoid the Ca-
lamity, which coming but by degrees to the Ulti-
mate, the Land-holders, they are the longer lull-
ed in a deceitful Security.

Who then is the moft concerned in Point of In-
tereft, with regard te Trade; he whofe Property
is in Moveables, who hath the firft Warning, and
the greateft Choice of Purchafers; or he whofe
Property is immoveable, who feels not the Danger
until it is far advanced, hath the leaft Choice of
Purchafers; and thofe declining ones too, like
himfelf ?

As Men are faid naturally to purfue their own
Intereft, this Indifference in our Land holders is
monftrous. Is it Pride which makes them think
the Subje@ beneath them? All foreign Courts are

now ftudying it attentively. " Is it the Fear that
the Subje&t is too intricate? A little Attention
will make it as eafy to them as to Foreigners, Is
it their Places that engrofs all their Time ? What
they think they get by thefe, they may doubly
lofe in their Lands. Is it their Pleafures they now
make their chief Bufinefs? Alas! they are paying
very dear for them, and defervedly too, if that is
the Cafe. Thefe Caufes may affe&t fome few, but
the general one I take to be the Craft, Covetouf-
nefs, or falfe Notions of Intereft in our Anceftors,
who thought to lay the Burden of Taxes as re-
mote as poflible from their Lands, by laying them
on Trade, and to buttrefs that up by Prohibi-
tions ; both which have had quite contrary Ef-
feQs, and their Children’s Feet are catched in the
Traps their Forefathers laid for others ; which cy-
nical Spirit, itis to be feared, is not yet quite worn

out,
Te
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To remove all falfe Prejudice with.regard to
Trade, from our Land-holders, to point out to
them their true Intereft, to clear a plain eafy Sub-
ie& from the Imputation of Intricacy, to rcmove
thofe deftru@ive Diftin&ions, without any differ-
ence of landed and trading Interefls, or to fum up
all, to prove the ftrong Connection in Point of In-
tereft, between Land and Trade, 1s the Occafion
of publithing this Effay. ‘

An Attempt is here made to fhew the Symptoms
of our Decay, the Difficulties and Difcourage-
ments our Trade at prefent labours under, by
which only Foreigners can rival us, the prodigious
artificial Val.s we thereby put upon our Goods,
to the hindrance of their Sale abroad ; the h&itious
Value they make in the Rents the Land-holder
now receives, compared with the real Value a Free
Trade would make; the great natural Advantages
our Country is blefled with, fuperior to any Na-
tion in Europe, the Means proper to preferve thefe,
by unburdening our Trade, which will employ our
Poor, increafe the Stock of People, and increafc
our Riches; all which muft terminate in increafing
the Value of Lands.

As of all the Methods of raifing Taxes on the
People, the eafieft and moft equal muft naturally
raife the moft Money and the feweft Murmurs; a
Propofal is here offered to the Confideration of the
Publick, for one Tax on the voluntary Confumers
of fuperfluous Luxuries, to {upply all our prefent,
pofitive, and involuntary Taxes, without their il
Confequences, more eafy, more equal, fpeedier raif-
ed, produ@ive of more Money, which will every
Year bring in large Sums to carry on the prefent
War, at the fame time reftore Trade, and increafc

the Value of our Lands.

The Confideration of our numerous Monopo
lies, naturally led to an Enquiry into the nature of a

Free-
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Free Port Trade, as well as the ftrong Prejudices
now fubfifting againft it; and though a Difference
in Opinion will herein be found with feveral great
Men who have wrote on this Subjeét, yet it is not
intended to caft any RefleGtion on their Memories,
or leffen that Efteem which their paft Endeavors
for their Country’s Good juftly intitle them to;
but only to fet the Subject in that general Light
they feem not to have viewed it in, and put it to
the ftrongeft Trial it is capable of.

Perhaps it may be wondered at, that no Bounty
fhould be propofed as a Means to reftore Trade,
but if a Free Port will gain us all thofe Trades we
are naturally capable of, it will appetar to be itfelf
the greateft Bounty, and in endeavouring to force
Nature, the Expence is certain, but the Succefs
doubtful.

Asan impartial Search after Truth was the Au-
thor’s fole Motive for writing upon this Subje&, fo
be defires the Reader to be aflured that he has not
publithed any thing but what appears to him as
fuch; and as an Earneft of his Sincerity, he de-
clares, that whatever Miftakes are proved to be
committed, no Perfon fhall be more willing to re-
tract, or more grateful for the Favcur ot better
Information, and which he will not fail to own
whenever this Effay fhall be found to deferve ano-
ther Edition. If the feveral Propofals here offercd
for the reftoring our Trade, and therewith the
Value of our Lands, fhall appear to be founded on
Reafon and the Nature of Commerce, he flatters
himfelf there is Virtue and public Spirit enough
left in the Nation, to carry them into Execution;
which, whether done or not, fignifies no more to
him than to any other Perfon whatever, except the
Defire of a Portion of that heart-felt Joy which

‘thofe obtain, whofe Labours are bleffed with their
Country’s Good.
AN

AN

E S S AY

On the Causks of the DECLINE of the

FOREIGN TRADE.

T HE Foreign Trade of Britan may be de-

fined to be, its Exports and Imports of

Commodities to and from other Coune
tries, with the Navigation and Intercourfe of Ex-
changes thereby caufed,

The general Meafures of the Trade of Eurgpe
at prefent, are Gold and Silver, which, although
they are fometimes Commodities, yet are the ulti-
mate Objects of Trade ; and the more or lefs of
thefe Metals a Nation rctains, it is denominated
Rich or Poor.

Thefe Nations that have no Minesof Gold and
Silver, have no Means to get them but by Foreign
Trade, and according to the Degrees of thofe
Metals they retzin, the Prices of their Commo-
dities, the Numbers of their People, and therewith
the Value of their Lands rife and fall in Propor-
tion.

Therefore if the Exports of Britain exceed its
Imports, Foreigners muft pay the Balance in Trea-
fure and the Nation grow Rich.

But if the Imports of Britain exceed its Exports,
we muft pay Foreigners the Balance in Treafure,
and the Nation grow Poor.

The
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The Imports cannot exceed the Exports in any
Country where the Trade is free, efpecially if
the Country abounds with Home Commodities,
becaufe thofe not being raifed to artificial Prices by
Ta‘)fes, muft be fo cheap to the Inhabitants, that
foreign Commodities could not anfwer the Charges
of tranfporting for the Confumption of fuch a
Country, unlefs the People exported fo much of
their beft Commodities as to want, or content
themfclves with a Supply of inferior ones from
other Nations ; fo that the chief Imports of a
Free-Port Trade in a fruitful Country, cannot be
for the Confumption of the People, until they
make room for them with Advantage to them-
felves ; but muft be either Materials to be manu-
faCtured, which will afterwards be re-exported in
Goods improved by the Peoples Labour at leaft
twice, it may be ten times their firt Coft, in-
creafing thereby a Nation’s Treafure in propor-
tion ; or elfe Goods to lay up in Store-houfes, for
it being the Intereft of Merchants to buy any
Commodities that offer in cheap times to fell again
when the Markets are advanced, Part of fuch Im-
ports, although they be Luxuries, as moft of our
India Goods are, and purchafed with Treafure,
do become at fome time or other advantageous
Exports, and befides paying for what is confumed
at home, do bring in plenty of Treafure, as was
the Cafe of our Eafi-India Trade formerly : Of
which Holland is at prefent an Example, although
it affords neither Corn, Naval Stores, or Mate-
rials of Manufa&ture to fubfift the eighth Part of
its People ; although it confumes great Quantities
of French Wines and Brandies, yet becaufe its
Trade is almoft free, its Merchants bring the Ba-

lance in its Favour with almoft all Countries.

The Barometer of Trade between any two Na-

tions is the Courfe of the Exchange, the Nation
over-
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over-balanced having always its Money under-

* yvalued.

The Barometer of the general Trade of a Na-
tion is its Mint, if plenty of Treafure is brought
in, and little carried out ; part of it will be con-
tinually coining, and much new Money will ap-
pear, the certain Symptoms of a flourithing Trade,

But if much Treafure be brought in, yet more
be carried out, the Mint muft lie idle, little new
Money will appear, the fure Sign of a decaying
T'rade. ,

That the Foreign Trade of Britain declines, will
appear by the following Symptoms.

The many Petitions to Parliament complaining
of the Decay of the Woollen Manufa&ory.

The ftarving Condition the Poor are reduced to
in the Cloathing Countries.

The low Price of Wool.

The long Credit Shop-keepers take.

The great Numbers of Bankrupts.

The Exchange being againft us this Feb. 3,
1740, to Places where formerly it was for us,
viz. Hamburgh, Holland, Venice, and Gema.

The Exchange being more againft us with
France, than in the times of open Trade, although
its Goods are loaded with fuch high Duties as a-
mount almoft to a Prohibition.

The Exchange being lefs for us with Portugal
than it was during Queen Anne’s War, although we
had Troops and Subfidies to pay there.

The great Exportation of Bullion.

The Mint’s lying idle, little or no new Coin ap-
pearing.

The prefent Scarcity of Money, efpecially Sil-
ver. <

‘The great Arrears of Rent the Tenants are in all
sver England, which the Landlords every where

complain of.
The
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The great Numbers of Farms thrown upon the
Landlords Hands.

The vaft Increafe of the Poors Rates.

Thefe Symptoms of the Decline of our Foreign
Trade being fo very plain, the Caufes are the
Things to be found out, and then the Remedy
may be eafy. Itis a Maxim in Philofophy, Take
away the Caufe, and the Effe& will ceafe; but we
have troubled our Heads fo little of late Days with
this good Maxim, that our Remedies of high
‘T'axes, Prohibitions and Penal Laws, have been
applied to ftop Effe&ts, while the Caufes have ne-
ver been thought on, and fince they have not had
any Succefs, or ever can in our prefent Circum-
ftances, and would appear needlefs were the Caufes
underftood and removed: I fhall attempt to fhew
what are,

I. The Caufes of the Decline of our Foreign
Trade.

11. The Reafens why the Decline of Foreign
Trade finks the Value of Lands.

I11. Offer fome Means to reftore both.

PART L

The Caufes of the Decline of our Foreign
Trade will appear to be,

1. Our prefent Taxes, fome of which are une-
qual, and all of them fraught with oppreflive Con-
fequences,

1. Monopolies, whereby the Many are oppre(-
fed for the Gain of a Few,

111. 111-judged Laws.

1V. Our large National Debt.

1. Our prefent Taxes, confifting of 1ft, the
Stamp Duties 5 2dly, the WWindow-Tax ;5 3dly, the
Coal-Tax 3 4thly, the Land-7ax ; sthly, the Sait-

nnhv .
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Duty ; 6thly, the Excifes on Sope, Candles, Leathr,
&c. ~thly, and laitly, the Cuffoms, the oppreflive
Confequences of which I fhall endeavour to thew.

Firf, The Stamp-Duty.

This feems to be a Hardfhip on the Opprefled,
for if Knaves defraud honeft People of their Pro-
perty, thefe laft are deterred from endeavouring to
recover it by this exceflive Tax on Law, and a
poor Man fuing for 20 /. pays the fame S;amp-Du-
ties as a rich Man who fues for 20000 /. which
greatly prevents the Poor, and oftentimes the .
Rich, from recovering their juft Rights.

N. B. ’Tisfubmitted, whether toprevent For-
geries, it would not be better to continue the
Stamps on Bonds, Deeds, {Fc. at a moderate
Rate, and only take them off Law Proceedings ;
alfo to continue them on Cards and Dice.

Secondly, The Window-Tax.

This is {o unequal, That a Man of 1cool Ca-
pital, bred to a Bufinefs that abfolutely requires
Room, yet if his Houfe has thirty Windows in ity
he muft pay as much as the richeft Duke in the
Kingdom, whofe Income may be, exceeds forty
times the others Capital.

Thirdly, The Coal-Tax.

Gee, on Trade, in Page 103, fays, that Coals’
brought to London, pay about 10s. per Chaldron,
Duty.

Ditto, Water-borne, tothe other Parts of the
Kingdom, 5s.

Ditto, Exported to Foreigners, 3.

This favours Foreigners more than our own
People, more cfpecially the Inbabitants of London
and its Neighbourhooed, who pay about 7s. more
Duty per Chaldron than Foreigners, fo that we
hereby encourage them to under-work the Lon-
doners more immediately in Iron Wares, 2nd fome-

thing likewife in all Manufa&ories where Coals are
ufed,
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ufed. A Tax on a Commodity of fuch general
Utle to the Poor as well as the Rich, muft, like
our Excifes, add to the Dearnefs of the Poor’s
Living, raife the Wages of their Labour, and the
Price of manufa@ured Goods, which likewife in-
fenfibly affe&ts the Rich: But who can exprefs the
Hardfhips and Miferies of the Poor when hard
Winters (fuch as that in Fanuary 1739-40) raife
the Price of Coals exceflively, and yet a heavy Tax
4n them ftill adding to the Oppreffion ?

Fourthly, The Land-Tax.

This being now at 4. in the Pound, is paid by
fome to the full, but by manyg not above 2 5. in
the Pound, and that without any Reafon, but be-
caufe the Eftates happen in the different Coun-
ties, which were varioufly affefted to a new King
when the prefent Affeflment was made, whereb;
fome Members of the Community being ever
fince put undefervedly in a worfe Condition than
others, are a dead Weight againft even our moft
neceflary enlarged Expences ; wrong Policy, that
increafes Diffenfion always in times of Difficulty.
This Tax has befides been attended with a very
bad Confequence to the Nation, in having made a
Diftin&ion where there is no Difference, viz, of
Landedand Trading Interefls. Country Gentlemen
finding the Land-Tax a heavy Burden on them:
thought to eafe themfelves by loading the Trader,
whom they looked upon with a Jealous Eye; think-
ing his Situation eafier, wherebv that T'rade which
- had raifed the Value of their Eftates, and which
only could fupport the increafed Value, being de-
prived of their Proteftion, and cramp’d with
Duties without Mercy on all Occafions, has in-
deed been brought fufficiently low, and is bring-
ing down with it the Rents of their Lands ; and
they may fee the fatal Error when it is perhaps
too late, Trade being like a coy Daime, difficult
to be brought back when flighted. Mr,
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Mv. Locke, in his Confideration of the Confequences
of the lowering of Intereft, and raifing the Value of M-
ney, page 86, aflerts it to bean undoubted Truth,
That be (i. e. the Land-holder) is more concerned in
Trade, and ought to take agreater care that it be well
managed, than eventhe Merchant bimfelf 5 for be will
certainly find that when a Decay bas carried away pne
Part of our Money out of the Kingdom, and the other
is kept in the Merchants or Tradesmens Fands, that no
Laws be can make, nor any little Arts of fhifting Pro-
perty among our [elves, will bring it back to him again ;
but his Rents will fall, and his Income every Day lef-
Jeny till general Induftry and Frugality, joined to a
well ordered Trade, fhall refore to the Kingdom the
Riches and Wealth it bad formerly.

Fifthly, The Salt Tax.

This is colle@ed with the greateft Expence of
any, in proportion to its Amount, confequently
is more grievous to the Subject, and lefs beneficial
to the Government : Is attended with more per-
nicious Confequences than any fingle Tax, for it
has an univerfal Influence on all Manufa&ures, by
laying great Hardfhips on the working Poor, whofe
chief Food is Bacon and Salted Fleth, and who in
many Places are forced to lay in aStock of falted
Provifions for the Winter: The fame with refpet
to the Farmers all over the Kingdom : Is prejudi-
cial alfo to our Navigation, by enhancing the Ex-
pence of ViGualling of Ships, which raife the
Freights on Engli/h Bottoms, to the great Advan-
tage of Foreigners ; or forces the Merchants to
vi@ual abroad, to the great Damage of our Lands:
Prevents even the very improvement of our Lands,
Salt being the beft Manure, and on account of its
eafy Carriage the cheapeft. But the greateft Pre-
judice of all is, its preventing the Improvement
of our Herring-Fifhery, that great Nurfery of Sea-
men, by enhancing its Expences to the great. Pro-

' fit
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fit of the Dutch ; for tho’ we allow 2 Bounty on
exported Fifh, yet the Home-Confumption, which
would be a vaft Help to promote the Fifhery, be-
ing taxed, has madethe Trade languith, and little
is done either for the Home or Foreign Demand :
And nothwithftandiug that this Article of cured
Herrings is fo neceflary for the Support of the
working Poor, yet are they loaded with fo heavy
a Duty, as makes them too chargeable a Morfel
for the Poor to encourage the Fithery.

The States General in their Proclamation dated
in the Hague, 19 Fuly, 1624, callthe Great Fifh-
ing, and catching Herrings, the chiefef} Trade and
principal Gold Mine of the United Provinces, where-
by many thoufands of Houfbolds, Families, Handicrafts,
Trades and Occupations, are fet on work, well main-
tained, andprofper, efpecially the Sailing and Naviga-
tion, as well within as without thefe Countries, is kept
in great Eftimation.

Should fo beneficial a Trade that well maintains
Handicrafts, Trades, (¢, and keeps in great Efti-
mation a Navigation, fhould fuch a Trade as this,
I fay, be obftru&ted for the fake of 2 paltry Tax,
that produces but about 150000/, per Anuum neat
to the Government? Have we loft all our Senfes,
and fhall we leave the Dutch unrivall’d for ever in
a Trade, which they declare to be a principal Gold
Mine, and yet is the negle€ed Produce of our
own Coafts?

Sixthly, The Excifes.

Tho’ the Excifes on Sope, Candies, Leather, &e.
by their Manuer of raifing are fo difagreeable to
the Nation in general, that any Inve&ive againft
them at this Time would be needlefs, having been
fo largely treated on already by our greateft Poli-
tical Authors: And as the Intent of this Effay is
only to fet Things in the fingle Point of View

‘which relates to Trade, I fhall confider them no

otherwife
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otherwife than as Taxes on Commodities, but
attempt to fhew the augmentative Eaculty of all
fuch Taxes, and the great Prejudice they do to
Trade; for whatever raifes the Neceﬁtanes of Life,
raifes Labour, and of courfe the Price of. every
Thing that is produced by Labour.  And it will
be made appear hereafter by a Calculation of the
oppreflive Confequences of the Excifes, &c. that
they almoft treble themfelves to the Peop'le. for
what they raife to the Government; and it is to
be feared it would appear much more, if we w'ou]d
go to the Bottom of the Oppreflion, and if it be
confidered that Tradefmen in a Country, by their
mutual Dependance on each other, arelike Wheels
in 2 Machine, in whichif one is toughed, the others
are affeted. Amidft fo many trading Movers, to
what Degree the Oppreflion is increas’d, is im-
poffible to know, nor muft we be ftartled at the
Largenefs of the Calculations as being too great
for us to pay ; for being circulau_ed chiely among
ourfelves, and going out by Dribblets we hardly
perceive them , but yet are furprized to find Wa.
ges and Neceflaries grow dearer and dearer, becaufe
few ufe themfelves to confider the Immenﬁ(y of
fuch colle@ed Advances infmall Sums; but lfwe
compare the Differences of the Price of neceﬂ'ar{es
between England and France, we fthall ind that Dif-
ference plainly accounting for the vait Amount of
the Confequences of our Taxes; nor can it be a
Trifle that makes fuch a fruitful Country as Eng-
land is fo dear, and its Trade decline fo faft; for
our working People being forced to purchafe the
Necefluries of Life dear, muft work dear to live,
until their willing working Hands are quite tied up
by Foreigners, who live lefs taxed, and of courfe
work cheaper, fo that they muft and do underfell
us at all Markets for manufa&ured Goods, where
they come in Competition with us, and Tim&-
mu
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muft ftop all fuch Exports. And Iappeal tothe
Experience of every honeft Man converfant in
Trade, whether it does not decline Year after Year,
more efpecially our Woollen Trade, which has been
eftimated to be as neceflary to us as Bread is to the
Life of Man, for our dearer Goods muft lie unfold
or be fold with Lofs, which muft ftop or break our
Merchants; theyour Clothiers and Weavers; thefe
laft their Journeymen, who mufteither ftarve, turn
Beggars, Thieves,or fly to our Enemies and help
them to ruin us thefafter, which has happened too
much of late Years. Opprefs Trade, and the
Generality of the common People becomes mife-
rable and burdenfome to the Rich, every little acci-
dental Slackening of Trade increafes that wretch-~
ed Number, as the following Cafe will fully illuf-
trate.

A poor Man either by hard Weather, the dead
time of the Year in his particular Trade (for all
T'rades have fuch times) Sicknefs, or various other
Accidents cannot work, but having faved ten good
Shillings is determined to allow himfelf only bare
Neceflaries, which if untaxed, might coft about
4d. per Day; his Money then will hold thirty Days,

But if Neceffaries are advanced by the Confe-
quences of our Taxes 24, per Day on his Confump-
tion, in that Cafe 64d. per Dayis only equal to the
above 4d. for his Maintainance, and he can then

- hold out but twenty Days, and is forced the earlier
by ten Days (in which poflibly he might get Em-
ployment) to ftarve, beg, or fteal.

Abfolute Starving, we muft hope, feldom or ne-
ver happens amongft fo humanea People us the
Englifh, but want of Neceflaries may fo impair a
poor Man’s Health that he may never recover it,
and then an ufeful Subje, part of the Riches of
the Nation, is loft.

Begging
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Begging but ten Days learns the poor Man an
idle Way of Life that few ever get rid of, and
then inftead of an ufeful Subjet he becomes a bur-
denfom, and often times a villainous one.

Stealing, whereby he becomes the Bane of So-
ciety, and not contented with injuring his Neigh-
bour in his Property, is promoted fometimes to
take away his Life; and in both Cafes expofes
himfelf tobe cut off by the Hand of Juftice. Eve-
ry way a Lofs to the Nation.

In all thefe Cafes the poor Man may bave a
large Family of Children, adding Mifery to Mifery.

Encourage but Trade by knocking off one of
thofe Fetters, its Excife, and the Children of the
Poor will be trained up to Labour, become ufe-
ful induftrious fubjes, live comfortably as Jour-
neymen, or perhaps as Mafters, and contribute
their Affittance to add morePower to the Nation,
and help to eafe the Rich of their Taxes 3 for the
greater Number of Individuals there are in a Coun-
try capable of paying, the lefs the Tax will be on
each of them if equally laid, Tt is the Intereft of
the Rich to let the Poor be able to get Money for
their Afliftance, for by preventing them, they
bring the greater Weight on their own Shoulders ;
for thefe Oppreffions do not ftop with the Poor,

but extend like a Plague to the Rich and the Noble,
whofe Fortunes infenfibly moulder a way by them 3
are the chicf Caufes of the prefent declining Con-
dition of their Tenants, that great increafe of the
Poor’s Tax the Nation now labours under, which
in fome Places has lately been at above 8s. in the

Pound, and muft by degrees inevitably fink the

Value of their Eftates, until one Ruin involves all.

Several Authors have thought Excifes and Land-

Taxes to be the moft equal Methods of raifing

Supplies, but, if ftrictly attended to, they will

appear far otherwife ; any thing pofitive and invo-
luntary
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luntary cannot avoid Oppreflion, which H umanity
fhould always make the firft Confideration in raif-
ing Money for the People, and good Policy the
fecond, in order to prevent Evafion and Fraud,
the Children of Oppreflion.

A working Bachelor pays the Excife, ¢, on
his own fhoes only.

A working Married-Man does the fame for him-
felf, the fame for his Wife, the fame for his five
Sons, the fame for his five Daughters; twelve in
Family.

A Landed Bachelor of 1000/, per Arnum, when
the Land-Tax is at 2 s. pays 100/

A Landed Married-Man of the fame Eftatedoes
the {fame having a Wife and ten Children,

Will any one fay in thefe Cafes that the Excife

on Leather, and the Land-Tax, are equal Taxati-

ons ? In the firft Cafe,, is not the Oppreflion in-
creafed twelve Articles to one ; and in the fecond,
at leaft four to one? For the Landed Married-Man,
with fuch a Family, cannot, fhould not live more
comfortably on his whole Eftate, than the Bache-
lor can do on the Quarter of his? and how are the
Landed Gentlemen that are married opprefs’d,
who are in both Cafes ?

And here it may not be improper to examine
the Inconveniencies of a Poll-Tax, fuch as the States
of Hilland iflued, an Ordonnance on the 28th of
March, 1742, for eftablithing: In the Preamble
to which it is faid, That the fafety of the Country,
and its Inhabitants, requireing a greater Number of
Troops to be kept up than ordinary, their Noble and High
Mightine(fes have been obliged to fearch for the moff pro-
per Means toprovide for the Expences of that Augmen-
tation, andthey have rot found any more fitting than the
Eftablifment of a Poll-Tax, proportioned to the Abi-
lities of every ome

' The
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The firft Clafs is of thyfe who earn, Jpend, or pof-
[efs an Income of .

600 Florins, out of which they/ball pay 6 Fl. tothis Taxs
v00 Diito 8 Florins 4000 Florins 75 qurms
800 Ditta 12 Ditto 4500 Ditta 90 Ditto
1000 Ditts 15 Ditte 5000 Ditto 120 Ditto
1200 Ditto 18 Ditto tooo Ditto 140 sz‘to
1500 Ditto 25 Ditto 7000 Ditto 190 Ditts
2000 Ditto 32 Ditta 8oco Ditts 180 Ditto
2500 Ditto 40 Ditto 9200 Ditto 200 Ditto
3000 Ditto 50 Ditto 10000 Ditts 250 Ditto
3500 Ditto 63 Ditte 12c00 Ditto 300 Ditto
and fo en, increafing on the Foot of 50 Flerins, for
¢every 2000 Florins Income.

With due refpec totheir Noble and High Migh-
tinefles, T fhall beg leave to repeat what I have
juft before afferted, viz, that any thing pofitive and
involuntary cannot avoid Oppreflion, &e. and add
a few Remarks on this Poll-Tax to fupport that
Aflertion. ‘

1/, It is unequal, confequently unjuft and op-
preflive. ' .

By this Tax a Married Man of 6co Florins In-
come, with {ix, eight, or ten Children, whofe Fa-
mily isf{o numerous thathis Income 1s fcarce fuffici-
ent to maintain them, and who atthe Year’send has
hardly one Florinleft; is to paythe fameasa Bache-
lor, who hath only himfelf to maintain, and per-
haps lays up fixty Florins a Year: What Injuftice
and Oppreflion is here? Six Florins are exalted
from one Man, who has not conveniently, cannot
have one to fparc, and no more from another vyho
can fpare fixty ; and yet thisis not the worft View
this Tax is capable of being put in, for,. fuppofe
the Bachelor’s 600 Florins Income to arife from
the Intereft of his Stocks in Holland or England,

and the married Man’s by his Labour ; here isa
farther
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farther fhocking piece of Injuftice, whereby In
duftry and Idlenefs are put on the fame Footing,

2dly, It injures Trade, confequently impove-
rithes a Country.

By raifing the Prices of Labour and Goods ;
for a Man who earns by his Trade 600 Florins a
Year, and whofe numerous Family confumes the
whole, if fix Florins are exalted from him, he
muft raife them by advancing the Prices of his
Labour or of his Goods 3 clfe he cannot live, and
the dearer Goods grow, the lefs vendible they
are, confequently the lefs T'rade this Man will
have ; fo that this Tax increafes his Expences,
and at the fame time leflens his Income ; if this
is not Oppreflion, I know not what is,

All Taxes on Necefluries or Trade do the fame.

3dly, It tends to corrupt the Manners of the
People, confequently to make them tumultuous
and lefs governable.

For being to pay in proportion to what they
earn, fpeind, or poflefs, the juft Value whereof is
impoffible to be known but by themfelves, and to
force them to a Declaration, an Oath is always
impofed, which makes a Struggle between In-
tereft and Confcience, an extreme wife Law,
whereby an honeft Man is put on a worfe Foot-
ing than a perjured Knave: He that forfwears
himfelf pays lefs than his Due and faves his Mo-
ney, but he that is confcientious pays to the Full ;
which latter fufpecting others to evade, is peaked
at paying more than his Neighbours, and won-
ders why a falfe Oath thould not fit as eafy on him
as on fo many others; whereby the moft folemn
Pledge of Truth among Men becomes frequent-
ly violated, is defpis’d, difregarded, and Intereft
ridestriumphantover Confcience, which latter being

‘toMen asa Dike to keep out the Torrent of Vice, if
oncea thorough Breach ismade, aDeluge of Iniquity
enfues,
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Mfues, whereby all good Principles are drowned :
f‘;lgd t,he more xyiciou% Men grow, the readier they
are to oppofe Authority.

Seven}:/‘:ly and laftly, The Cuftoms.

Cuftoms are Duties colleCted in Sea-Ports or
Frontier-Towns, by Autporgy of State, on Goods

ing in or going out of a Lountry. |
con‘(jklllg!\\uthorgs ag%ee that low Cuftoms are one of
the Caufes of the great Trade of Holland.

If low Cuftoms caufe great Trade, it follows
that high Cuftoms caufe little Trade ; which is

artively our Cafe now.
cor;‘fpthe lovger the Cuftoms the greater the Trad.e,
no Cuftoms or Free-Ports muft carry Trade to its
utmoft Height ; which Cafe might be ours.

If low Cuftoms have fuch good Effects in Hol-
Jand, which hath the moft natural Difadvantages
of any Country; a Free-Port muft have the great-
eft and beft Effe&t in Britain, whofe natural Advan-
tages are beyond any Countries in Europe, as will

d hereafter.
be ’%r}?:tethe above Obfervationsare founded in Truth
will appear, by fhewing how Cuftoms, efpecially
high ones, obftruét the Trade of tl’aefe Nations.

Firft, They prevent our Country’sbeing an Uni-
verfal Storehoufe. N

Becaufe our Duties being fo great an additional
Difburfement to the firft Coft of the Goods, no

" Merchant will let fo much of his Capital lie dead

for Duties here, when he can have it all circulat-
ing in Commodities in other Countries ; nor can
fuch Goods be re-exported, becaufe the Officers
Fees in and out, which always remain, and the
Interet of the Money lying dead for Duties paid
(tho' they be moftly drawn back) are fo great a
‘Charge (the natural Intereft of Money being much
higher with us than in Folland) that the Goods

cannot come near fo cheap from us to any foreign
Markst,
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M_arlget, as from a Free-Port where nothing is
paid in or out ; therefore they prevent our Coun-
try’s having the beft Choice of Goods at the cheap-
eft Prices, to tempt our Cuftomers: The great
Duties on India Goods, difcourage Foreigners buy-
ing at our Sales, who pay an extraordinary Charge
of Commiflion on that advanced Price, and are
forced to lie fome Months out of their Money for
the Drawback ; befides, the ftri& Rule of decla-
ring Goods at the Cuffom- Houfe, makes publick
to every one each Tranfa&ion of Trade, and
thereby prevents Shipping for foreign Ports fuch
Goods as are there prohibited, which deprives us
of feveral beneficial Branches of Trade that are
carried on from Holland, or Free-Ports, to the
great Advantage of Foreigners.

_ Secondly, They prevent the Increafe of our Na-
vigation,.

_ By enhancing the Expences of building and na-

vigating our Ships.
. Board§, Hemp, Flax, Sail-cloth, and Iron, pay-
ing Duties, thofe Materials muft be dear, and fe-
veral Neceflaries of Life paying fome Cuftoms
(and fome Excifes) the Ship-builders Labour muft
be dear ; alfo the Provifions and Stores put on
board the Ships.

The Englyb Sailor paying on his own and Fa-
mily’s Neceflaries, Cuftoms (and Excifes) muft
have, and hath higher Wages than moft other
- Countries give.

So that a Britifb Veflel built and rigged with
dear Materials, by dear Labour, fupplied with dear
Stores, and navigated by Sailors at dear Wages,
muft have dear Freights, bring in all foreign Ne-
ceflaries and Materials for Manufa&ure dear, and
carry out all our own Produéls and Manufa&ures
dear to foreign Markets, much to the Difadvantage
of their Sale.

This
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This fhews the Reafon why we could never ri-
val the Dutch, Hamburghers, &c. in the Greenland
Trade, the Navigation of the Baltick, or the Her-
ring-Fithery, which being Trades carried on for
fmall Profits, our dear Navigation effetually ex-
cludesus from making any Increafe thofe Ways.

By not having an Univerfal Storehoufe, our
Ships, like empty Houfes, lie by idle in our Har-
bours, waiting Months for Freights, the Intereft
of the Money they coft eating out their Profits ;
or elfe are obliged to lofe their Time, and be at
great Expences in going from one Port to ano-
ther to endeavour to get a Gargo.

Thirdly, They prevent the Increafe of Sailors,
the true Strength of this Nation,

This is a Confequence of the two laft Remarks 3
for no Trade breeds fo many or fo good Sailors,
as the Free-Port and Carrying Trades, the Em-
ployment being the greateft, and the Experience
the largeft, as the Voyages are the moft various
and extenfive, for ’tis no lefs than the Trade of
the whole World.

As Cufloms are inconfiftent with fuch a Trade,
of courfe they debar us of that Increafe of Sailors
which muft be neceffary to carry it on, and who
would prote& us from, or carry Vengeance to
thofe Enemies that durft infult us.

The Cuftoms upon Foreign Salt, a Commodity
fo neceflary to our Fifhery, islikewife agreat Pre-
vention to the Increafe of Sailors, the Numbers
employed in Holland by their Fifhery, are prodigi-
ous, 1 fear ours bear no Comparifon.

"The Britifh Sailor being forced by Cuftoms and
Excifes to live dear, muft have dear Wages, which
excludes him from Employment wherever Fo-
reigners can be legally had, to the great Difcou-

ragement of our Sailers and prevents their Increaﬁlz.
All
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All this is not only deftru&ive to our Riches,
but alfo to our Security, it being difficult in time
of War to man our Navy, not improperly called
our Floating Caftles, and occafions that hard Cuf-
tom of Preffing, which puts a free-born Britifh
Sailor on the footing of a Turkiyh Slave; the
Grand Signior cannot do a more abfolute A&, than
to order a Man to be dragged away from his Fa-
mily, and againft bis Will run his Head before
the Mouth of a Cannon; and if fuch Aéts fhould
be frequent in Turkey upon any one Set of ufeful
Men, would it not drive them away to other
Countries, and thin their Numbers yearly ? and
would not the remaining Few double or treble
their Wages? which is the Cafe of our Sailors in
time of War, to the great Detriment of our
Trade and Manufaories.

Fourthly, They leflen the Capital of our Mer-
chants.

By keeping a great Part of their Stocks by them
idle to pay the Duties of the Goods, they import,
which is, in effe@® making them not only ad-
vance their Money for the Service of the State,
but likewife run the rifk in the Credit they give
of ever being reimburfed, and is diverting a Stream
of Riches that thould water Trade: for it often
happens that when our Merchants are fhort of
Cath, and they have both Cuftoms and Manufac-
turers to pay, fo much Money goes for tht firfl,
that nothing is left for the latter, which caufes a
Circulation of Difappointments feldom known in
Holland on that Account ; and the Dutch Merchants
can carry on the fame Trade with much lefs Stock
than ours, fell cheaper, extend their Commierce
farther, and of courfe give better Encouragement

_to their Working people, whereby they caufe them
to be more induftrious than ours,
The
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The following Cafe will fhew the Difficulties
and Difcouragements our Merchants labour under
more than the Duteh our great Rivals in Trade.

~ Suppofe a Merchant in Rotterdam to fhip Corn
for Bourdeaux, and the neat Produce to amount
to the Value of 2000/, Sterling, if he orders it to
be invefted in Wines, and fhipped for Holland, he
will not pay for Duties 40/,

Suppofe a Merchant in Londen to fhip Corn for
Oporto, and the neat Produce to amount to the
Value of 2000l. Sterling, if he orders it to be in-
vefted in Wines, and thipped for England, he will
pay for Duty above 2000/,

T herefore the Dutch Merchant’s prime Coft, and
Duties of his Cargo will be £ 2040

The Englifb Diito, 4000

1960/, of the Engli/b Merchant’s Difburfe more
than the Dutch Merchant’s in the Amount of the
Duties, is imprifoned until the People he trufts
pay him, which may be a Year, or a Year and a
Half ; whereas if the Dutch Merchant’s Capital be
equal, he has had 1960/, to employ in buying up
Goods to freight another Adventure, may be of
Woollens, giving quick Employment to the Na-
vigation and Manufatories of his Country.

Suppofe the Retailers they truft break about the
Year’s End, and make a Compolfition amounting
to 25 per Cent. on the Prime Coft and Duties of

the Wines::

The Dutch Merchant’s Lofs willbe £ 1530

The Englyh Ditto, 3000

This alfo makes our Merchants Rifk in Trade
greater, and their Loffes heavier than in Holland.

Fifibly, They encourage and force the Con-
fumption of Foreign Superfluities.

The dearer outlandith Luxuries are, the more
they are efteemed by our People of Tafte; it is the

Expence that makes the Elegancy, therefore Du-
t1es
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ties on them only further their Sale, as Mr. Locke
clearly provesin his Confiderations, &c. p. 93. For
it being Vanity, not Ufe, that makes the expenfive Fa-
JShions of your People, the Emulation is, Who fhall bave
the fineft, that is, the deareft Things, not the moft con-
venient or ufeful?  How many Things do wevalue and
buy, becaufe they come at dear Rates from Japan and
China, wbhich, if they were our own Manufaltureor
Produét, to be had common, and for a little Money,
would be condemned and neglefted 8 Have not feveral
% our own Commodities, offered to Sale at reafonable

ates, been defpifed, and the very fame eagerly bought
and braggedof, when foldfor French ata double Price?
You muft not therefore think that the raifing the Price
will leffen the Vent of fafbionable foreign Commodities
among/} you, fo long as Men have any way to purchafe
them, but rather increafe it.

But befides encouraging, our Cuftoms force the
Confumption here of moft foreign Superfluities
that are imported ; for though the Duties be moft-
ly drawn back on fome Articles, yet the Intereft
of the Money lying dead for Duties and Fees in
and out, hinder in fome degree their Re-exporta-
tion, and in many Articles the Duties are only in
part drawn back, fo that what remains in fuch an
additional Load as prevents fuch Goods being fale-
able at any other Market, confequently forces us
to confume all fuch Superfluities.  This makes a
People luxurious, who can do nothing with fo-
reign Superfluities but riot and indulge ;5 whereas
the Dutch having the Objett of Gain always be-
fore their Eyes, by the Advance of foreign Mar-
kets for thofe Superfluities they have in their Store-
houfes, are checked from indulging in what ap-
pears to them common, and of no great Value
for the prefent, but may be attended with great
Profit hereafter; which accounts for the Dutch
Frugality, fo juftly celebrated by all Authors.

Sixthlv.
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Sixthly, They encourage Smuggling.

Where the avoiding high Cuftoms makes the
Profit great, no Rifk, no Dangercan prevent Mens
attempting it 3 it is throwing outa Bait toa greedy
Eifh, he wHl fnap at it though Ruin enfues ; this
prejudices and difcourages the Fair Trader, either
tempts, or forces him to turn Smuggler, and af-
fociate himfelf with thofe many Examples of De-
pravity we have at this time among our People,
living in a State of War with the Government, in
defiance of Laws, whereby an univerfal Corrup-
tion of Manners and Contempt of Authority muft
enfue, if not early prevented: Befides, it being
chiefly the Articles of Luxury that are fmuggled,
ay Brandy, Tea, French Wine, Laces, Silks, &e.
it fpreads their Confumption among the lower
Clafs of People, who are tempted to imitate at a
lefs Expence the Luxuries of their Superiors ; and
the fame Smugglers that bring us thefe Superflui-
ties, carry off vaft Quantities of raw Wool, to
the great Prejudice of our Manufaltories, and the
Nation in general.

Seventhly, They ruin Manufa&ories, more efpe-
cially the Woollen.

Cuftoms prevent the bartering away our Manu-
falures for foreign Goods, not only for our own
Confumption, but alfo for Exportation, which
might enlarge the Vent of our Goods ten times
more than it now is; for if a Merchant now ex-
ports Woollen Goods, and would barter them for
Wines, the Duties on them would amount to
more than the Coft of his Woollen Goods; fo
that he muft have a double Capital for fuch an
Adventure, or let it quite alone, whereby the
Sales of great Quantities of Woollen Goods are
loft to the Nation.

As Cuftoms enhance the Expences of our Na-
vigation, the Freights muft be raifed accordingly,

whereby
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whereby the Prices of the Sope, Oil, and Dye.
Stuffs ufed in manufalturing our Wool, are ad-
vanced to the Maker, and the Freights on the
Cloths or Stufts exported being alfo raifed, are
additional Clogs upen the Sales of our Wogllen
Goods.

Cuftoms prevent the Carrying and Fifhing
Trades, the great Nurferies of Seamen, whereby
our Sailors being few, and their Expences raifed
by Taxes, they have the higheft Wages of moft
People in Europe, which is anetker additional Ad-
vance on the Freights, to the Prejudice of our
Woollen Trade asabove.

Cuftoms taking away fo great a Part of our
Merchants Stocks, they are thereby deprived of
driving that great Trade, and purchafing thofe

uantities of Woollen Goods they wotld other
wife do 3 befidesour Merchants Rifk in Trade be-
ing greater than in Holland, and their Loffes hea-
vier by our Cuftoms, their Bankruptcies muft be
more frequent ; this fenfibly affe&s our Manufab-
turers, who are generally confiderable Crediters ;
for broken Merchants may be well compared to
Nine-pins, one of which feldom falls without beat.
ing down many others.

Cuftoms recommend foreign ManufaQures of
fine Goods by making them expenfive, which Va-
nity on that Account foon renders fafhionable,
whilft our own are defpifed, though fuperior in
Goodnefs, and are a great Difcouragement to our
Manufatories.

Cuftoms are the Caufe of the Smuggling of
‘Wool, becaufe the Gain being great by running
Tea, Brandy, and French Goods, on account of
the high Duties, hath raifed the contraband Trade
to a great Height, and the Smugglérs cannot make
their Returns in any Commenity of fo quick and
certain a Vent, or that gives fo good a Profit as

our
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eur Wool, for the French being lefs taxed than we,
can work cheaper, and their own Wool being
coarfe, Englih and Irifb Wools are fo much in de-
mand, that they will give great Prices for them,
for which Reafon they receive vaft Quantities, to
the Ruin of our ManufaQories.

Cuftoms on Afhes, Bay-falt, Cotton, Copper,
Coals, Drugs, foreign Sope, Flax, Fruit, Furs,
Flemp, Irou, Leather, Linens, Oil, Paper, Rice,
Tobacco, Tallow, Threads, Tapes, Silk, and Su-
gar, being Neceflaries, of Life, or Materials of
Manufa&ure, muft neceflarily make all our Com-
modities dear, not only to our own People, but to
Foreigners likewife (though our Workmen fhould
have no Excifes to pay) and fuch Difcouragements
give Opportunity to Foreigners to fend their Ma-
nufaCtures cheaper to foreign Markets, and fmug-
gle them in deftance of all Laws into our own
Country, to the Ruin of our Manufalures; for
all the above Cuftoms are as much Taxes on our
Woollen Manufa&lory, as if they were laid on the
Wool itfelf, or more; for the Workman muft
raife the Money on the Woollen Goods, he makes,
to pay the Duties of what he ufes of the above
Articles, with the Advances, in all the Hands
they pafs through before they come to him. It js
by thefe, that we ourfelves drive away our own
Manufa&ures, and preventour ever getting more ;
and Foreigners could not rival the People of fo
fruitful a2 Country as Britain, if we did not furnith
them with the Means by our high Taxes and Re-
ftraints, that are always prejudicial to Trade, tho”
defigned to amend it, and never effect the thing
intended, though fortified with the moft rigorous
penal Laws, as Mr. Locke gives an Inftance of in
his Confiderations, &c. p. 116, Itis Death in Spain
20 export Money 5 and yet they who furnifh all the World
with Gold and Silver, ‘bave leaft of it amang themfelves 3

| Trade
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Trade fetches it away from that lazy and indigent Peoe
Ple, notwithflanding all their artificial and forced Con-
tripances to keep it there 5 it follows Trade againf? the
Rigour of their Laws, and their wantof foreign Com-
modities makes it openly be carried out at Noon-day.

This feems to be a Parallel of the State we are

coming to, and which fome Foreigners may by and
by make.

It is Felony in England to export Wool, and yet
they who furnifh all the World with Wool, have
leaft of the manufaGuring of it among themfelves,
the Smuggling-trade fetches it away from that Ex-
cifed and Cuftom -Joaded People, notwithftanding
all their artificial and forced Contrivances to keep
it there ; it follows the Smuggling-trade againft
the Rigour of their Laws, and their want of tak-
ing off the Taxes on their ManufaGures, makes
1t openly be carried out at Noon-day.

By this we fee that neither Death nor Banifh-
ment can force Trade to an unnatural Channel,
and it may be compared in one refpe& to Water
w hich cannot be comprefled within its natural Di-
menfions, the more Force is exerted, the fooner is
the Veflel broke that contained it, and the Water
let loofe never to return. The great De #it, in
his Memoirs, Ratifton Edit. p. 77, aflerts, That the
Navigatiom, the Fijb:ry, the Trade, and MunufaSures,
which are the four Pulars of the State, fhould nat be
weakened or encumbered by any Taxes, for it is they that

give Subfifience to the moft part of the Inbabitants, and
who draw in ail forts of Strangers, unlefs the Neceffity
was [o great.that the Country was threatened with an
intire Deftrution, and thefe Fundamentals fhould be at-
tacked upon the hipes that thefe Taxes would not laft
long 5 at leaft, hafle fhould be made as foon as the Storm
was over,y to take them off 5 again, this Diftintion
thould be made that Manufallures fhould not or cannot
be taxed at all, becaufe they are not_fixed to the Coun-

1wy,
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try, and we muft fetch from Foreign Countries the
Stuffs and Materials to work them up.

Eighthly, They fend away our Specie.

Britain having no Mines of Gold or Silver has
no other Means of getting or preferving its Trea-
fure but by Foreign Trade. As Cuftoms confine
our Trade to mere Importation for our own Ne-
ceflaries or Vanities, and at the fame time ruin our
Manufaures ; what we want in Exportsto balance
the Imports muft be paid in Specie, making the
Balance of Trade every Year more and more again{t
us ; for as we raife the Prices of our Goods fo high
by Taxes that Foreigners won’t take them, a_nd yet
continue to import their Superfluities, which we
now chiefly and in time muft intirely pay for with
our Gold and Silver, as appears by the Bills of En-
try in every Week we are beginning to do ; and
our high Duties encouraging Smugglers who have
feldom a fettled Habitation, or any Stock of our
Manufa@ures by them, they carry out vaft Quan-
tities of Specie to purchafe their Cargoes; fuch
large Draughts make our Mint lie idle, we fee
but little new coined Gold, and hardly any Silver,
we find our Money difappear and grow f{carcer and
fcarcer every Year ; our Trade declines, and our
People ftarve.

To fhew how Excifes, Cuftoms, and Salt-Duties,
increafe the Expences of the People, and confe-
quently ruin the Trade, the following Account
may not be improper,

Fir/t, The Duties themfelves,

The neat Produce of the Taxes following, are
computed to be one Year with another as under:

Excifes,
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Excifes, about [ 2,8c0,000
Cuftoms, about 1,700,000
Salt, about 150,000
4,650,000
The Charges of raifing S
thefeDutiesareabout% 465,000
ten per Cent.
-————-—5’} 15,00’0

Secondly, The advanced
Price of thofe Goods the
above Duties are laid on.

Woeful Experience teach-
es us that every fmall Duty
laid on Commodities, raifes

the Price of them to the.

Confumer, double or treble
the grofs Duty.

By the Fees given to Of-
ficers, the Tyrants of Tra-
ders.

By Tradefmen’s Lofs of
Time in attending upon Ex-
cifemen or at Cuftom-Hou-
fes: A Trader’s Time is his
Bread.

By taking away a quarter
Part of our Traders Stocks
for Duties, and forcing them
to take as great Profit on}
of their Stocks laid out in
Goods in order to live, as
they would on the whole if
Duty-free.

By Tradefmen’s Profits

“on the Duty and Advances
in all the Hands all taxed

Goods
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Brought over. £ 5,115,000

Goods come through to the
Confumer: as for Example:
Suppofe there fhould be
no other Tax but that on
Leather, let us fee how
many Advances that weuld
make on the Price of our
Shoes. The Grazier, his
1t Advance on the Beaft
he fattens, to raife the Tax
on Leather, and Advances
thereby occafioned on the
Shoes he wears.
He fells to the Butcher, his
2d Ditto, his Profit on the
firt Advance. A

3d Ditto, on the Hide, to
raife the Tax on Leather,
&e.

He fells to the Tanner, his

4th Ditto, his Journey-
mens Wages, to raife the
Tax on Leather, &,

sth Ditts, Tax of 2d. per
Pound on Leather, &.

6th Ditte, his Profit on
the above 5 Advances.

#th Ditte, on the tanned
Hide, to raife the Tax on
Leather, &e.

He fells to the Currier, or
Leather-cutter, his

8th Dirte, his Profit on
the above 7 Advances.

gth Ditto, on the tanned
Hide he cuts, to raife the
Tax on Leather, U,

He



34 An Essax on the Caafes of the
Brought over.

}I)-I.e fells to the Shoemaker,
is

1oth Ditto, his Journey-
mens Wages, to raife the
Tax on Leather, &5,

11th Ditte, his Profit on
the above 10 Advances.

12th Ditte, on the Shoes
he makes, to raife the Tax
on Leather, &,
He fells to

The Confumer, with ]l
thefe Advances highly mag-
nified beyond the bare Duty,
and all the other Taxes on
the Confumption of thefe
five Trades, are as mych a
Duty on Leather, as the 24.
on the Pound itfelf, fince
they can only raife them in
the fame manner, /z. on
the Goods they fell, mag-
nified and advanced in Price
through every Hand they go,
as the Confumer findsin the
prefent Price of his Shoes,
which if compared with the
old Price before thefe Taxes
were known, any one may
feen pon weighing his Shoes,
how many more two-pences
he pays than the bare Tax
on Leather: The Shoe-
maker affeéts all Trades,
and is in return himfelf
aff:Cted by all he deals with.

£ 5,115,009

All
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Brought over.

All which duly confider-
ed, might be computed at
above Cent. per Gent. on the
grofs Pruduce of the Duties,
but though the large Duties
caufe fome farther Advance
on all the Goods they are
laid on, charged with Pro-
fit upon Profit through e-
very Hand they pafs; yet
as they keep not Pace with
the fmall Duties, and all
Calculations appear faireft
when moderate, I choofe
to abate in the Advances,
and to fet them only at fifty
per Cent.

The Amount of the ad-
vanced Price of the Goods
the above Duties are laid
on.

Let us fee how this
7,672,500 /. circulates thro’
the People, advances the
Prices of our Goods, con-
fequently ruins our Trade.

Firff, This Dearnefs of
all Neceflaries which raifes
the firft Coft of Goods,
muft advance the Price of
all Labour.

The Spediator N° 200,
computes that the People
without Property, who work
for their daily Bread, do
confime 2 of our Cujloms

and Excifes, therefore they

5,115,000

2,557,500

SEE——— S

7,672,500

ray
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pay ¥ of them and their
Confequences ; as thefe
People live but from Hand
to Mouth, whatever is laid
on them they muft there-
fore fhift off or they cannot
live ; and fince thefe various
‘T'axes have have been pro-
je&ted, they muft earn e-
nough when they do work
to pay the Taxes, the ad-
vanced Price of Taxed
Goods, and the advanced
Prices of all other Necefla-
ries, wv/iz. Meat, Bread,
Cloathing, or whatever they
can ufe, not only for the
Confumption of the Days
they are employed, but for
thofe alfo that they are not;
therefore they are the Caufe
of raifing the Wages of
the working People 3 of
#,692,500/. the Amount
of the advanced Price of
the Goods the above Du-
ties arc laid cn, which

makes 5,115,000

Secondly, 'This Dearnefs
of all Neceflaries forces the
Mafter-Tradefmen to raife
on their Cuftomers the (ax-
es and Advances on their
Confumption.

The above Spellator al-
Tows 2 Confumption of our
Cufloms and Excifes to the
" Pcople with Property, but
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as thefe may be divided in-

to two Clafles, wiz. in

Trade, and out of Trade,

and the Proportion confu-

med by each, not being af-

certained by any Author, I
fhall compute them at Half
and Half. Therefore the
Mafter-Tradefmen or Peo-
ple with Property in Trade,
viz.Merchants, Manufaétu-
rers, Mechanicks, Farmers,
wholefale Dealers, and re-
tailing Shopkeepers, muft
sach lay on the Goods they
fell, the advanced Price of
the taxed Goods they con-
fume ; whetherFood,Cloth-
ing, or Utenfils: Their &

confumptionof 7,672,500/.1,273,750

the Amount of the advan-
ced Price of the Goods the
above Duties are laid on,

which makes 6,393,750

Thirdly, Tradefmen pay-
ing advanced Prices on their
Goods muft have advanced
Profits, for whether they
Jay out their Stocks of Mo-
ney in Goods that bear their
naturalValue only, orGoods
that bear double that Value
by Taxes, ftill aliving Pro-
£t muft be obtained on the
stocks they employ.

For theWages of the Ma-
nufadturer, the Mechanick,
“the Labourer, and the Ex~
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Brought over, £6,393,750

pences of the Mafter T'radef-
man, being of Neceffity
raifed, the firft Coft of
Goods muft be fo too; and
confidering  the various
Tradefmens Hands that
Goods pafs through from
the Workman or Labourer
to the Confumer, charged
with Profit upon Profit by
each of them, (which in the
little Trades muft be very
great, otherwife their Re-
turns being fmall they could
not live) the Advance there-
by occafioned may, at a
moderate Rate, be compu-
ted at 50 per Cent. to the
Confumer on the above two
Articles, which raife the

firft Coft of Goods, and

makes 3,196,875

People with Property out
of T'rade, their § Confump-
tion of 7,672,500, the A-
mount of the advanced Price
of the Goods the above Du-
ties are Jaid on, makes

‘Total Advance,

"This part of the Amount

of the Confequences of raif-

ing 4,650,000 for the Go-

vernment, by our prefent
Manner of taxing Goods.

———— 9,590,625

1,278,750

DER———— S————

£ 10,869,375

Our
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Our other Taxes are, The
Land-Tax, the grofs Pro-
duce, at about 4s. in the
Pound, is abeut

The Stamps, Windows,Poft
Office, &c., their computed
Grofs produce about

The Poors Tax is compu-
ted, on a middling Rate, to
equal the Land Tax, but
muft be much more when
Trade is reduced, and the
Price of Pravifions high,
however to reckon it at n>
more than the LandTax, or

General amount of all
our Taxes, and part of their
Confequences,

1,960,000

500,000

1,060,000

S—— R

£ 15,289,375

Let us fee now the A-
mount of our Taxes, with
regard to our Expences:
The Britifp Merchant, Vol.
1. p. 165, computes our
People at Seven Millions,
and their Expences at 7./
per Head ; but as Neceffa-
ries are grown dearer fince
the Year 1713, when he
wrote, and the Number of
People increafed, I fhall
compute the People at Eight
Millions, and their Expen-
ces at 8/, per Head, which
makes our Total Expence

annually £,64,000,000

Of
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Brought over £ 64,000,600
Of which 64 Millions the
People pay for the Taxes,
and their Confequences, as
above, 15,289,37%

Which being fubftralted,
their Expences, if untaxed,
would be only L 48,710,625

15,289,375/, charged on 48,710,625, isa Tax
of above 31 per Cent. on the Expences of the Peo-
ple, which muft add a prodigious artificial Value to
our Goods, confequently render them lefs faleable,
and ruin our Trade,

If it is afked, whether Fareigners for what
Goods they take of us, do not pay on that Con-
fumption, a great Portion of our Taxes?

The Anfwer is, That it muft be admitted they
do-; but if that was originally intended, and ex-
pected to continue the fame, as at the firft laying
on of our Taxes, it will be the ftrongeft Argu-
ment againft them ; for as our Taxes on Neceffa-
ries are proved to be fo burdenfome and expenfive,
by raifing the Prices of our Goods, Foreigners
take lefs of them yearly, and when the Demand
is reduced, the People having lefs Work, find lefs.
Money to pay, and find their Taxes proportiona-
bly encreafed on them as they lofe their Trade;
for, as the Government abates neither Expences
nor Taxes, and if one Method of Taxing fails,
another is tried ; what Foreigners ceafe to pay,
we muft ; or in other Words, the lefs Trade and
Money, the more Taxes; and the more our Taxes
are, the lefs and lefs Trade and Money we know
we muft expe@. Is not this like adding to a
Horfe’s Burden, and diminifthing his Meat? and
muft we wonder if he finks under his Load ? Per-

haps

—————y
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haps Figures may explain this ftill clearer, by fla~
ting a fimiliar Account thro’ 50 Years.

guppofe that in the Year 1710, all our Taxes,
and Part of their Confequences, were as they are
now, viz. 15,289,375 5 that Foreigners paid thea
3 of them, and our own People % ; that Foreign-
ers going to cheaper Markets fince, have ceafed
taking Goods from us yearly in proportion to one

per Gent. on(l;' on their former % Part of our Taxes

and their Confequences; the Account every five
Years will ftand thus:

Foreigners paid of our Taxes,{&’c.  Our ownPeople paid.

Ano 1710 £ 2,184,196 £ 13,105,179
1715 2,074,987 13,214,333
1720 1,965,778 13,323,597
1725 1,965,778 13,432,806
1730 1,747,360 13,542,015
1735 1,638,161 13,651,224
1740 1,528,942 13,760,433

By this it plainly appears, in what manner our
prefent Taxes drive away our Trade, and burden
our People, who have by this Account 655,254 /.
more to pay in 1740, than they bad in 1710,
with 5% lefs Trade to pay it with.

To conclude this Head. Two of our greateft
Authors clearly forefaw at the laying on our nu-
merous Excifes, Cuftoms, & that thefe unhappy
Confequences muft neceffarily follow, and their
Arguments are a full Proof of what has been al-
ready advanced.

Mr. Locke, in his Confiderations, &c. p. 9o, fays
That for raifing three Millions on Commodities, and
bringing fo much into the Exchequer, there muft goa
great deal more than three Millions out of the Subjects
Pockets; for a Tax of that nature cannat be levied by

Qfficers to watch every little Rivulet of Trade without
a great
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a great Charge, efpecially a firft Trials but [uppofing

no more Charge in raifing it than of a Land-Tax, and
that there are only three Millions to be paid, it is evi-
dent that to do this out of Commodities, they muft to the
Confumer be raifed % in their Prices, fo that every
Thing to him that ufes it mu/? be a Quarter dearer. Let
us feenow, who, at this long run, muf} pay this Quar-
ter, and Where it will light; it is plain the Merchant
and Broker neither will nor can, for if be pays a Quar-
ter morve for Commodities than e did, be will [ell them
at a Price proportionably raifed; the poor Labourer,
and Handicraftfman cannot, for be juft lives from
Hand to Mouth already, and all his Food, Cloathing,
and Utenfils cofting a Quarter more than they did be-
Jore, either his Wages muft rife with the Price of Things
to make him live, or elfe not being able to maintain him-
Jelf and Family by bis Labsur, he comes to the Parif.
And afterwards he proves, that in the Home-
Co;w(gmption, the whole Burden falls on the Land
at 1alt,
Dr. Davenant, in his Effiys on Trade, Vol. 3,
p. 32, afferts, that, As to Manufactures, high Ex-
cifes in time of Peace, are utterly deftruciive to that
principal Part of England’s Wealth; for if Malt,
Coals, Salt, Leather, and other Things bear a great
Price, the Wages of Servants, Workmen, and Artifi-
cers, will confequently rife, for the Income muft bear
Jome proportion to the Experce, and if fuch as fet the
Poor to Work, find Wages for Labour, or Manufac-
tures advance upen them, they muft in the Price of their
Commodity, or they cannor live 5 all which would figni-
Jy little, if nothing but our own Dealings among one ans-
ther were thereby affected, but it has a Confequence far
more pernicious in relation to our foreign Trade, for it
is the Exportation of our own Producl that muft make
England Rich.
_And in Page 31, But the Confequence of fuch Dau-
ties, in Times of Peace, will fall moft heavily upon our
Woollen
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Woallin Manufaltures of which moft have more Value
from the Workmanfbip than the Maerial 5 and if the
Price of this Workmanfhip be enbanced, it will in a
fhort Courfe.of time put a neceffity upon thofe we deal
with of jetting up Manufallers of their own, Such as
they can, or of buying Goods of the like Kind and Ufe
from Nations that can afford them cheaper.

1I. Of Monopolies, whereby the Many are op-
prefled for the gain of a Few.

Befides the Misfortunes arifing from our Taxes,
we have fome Monopolies very deftructive to a
trading Nation.

It is a Maxim, That in free Countries Monopo-
lies are abfurd, inconfiftent, and deftrudlive, as
encuraging Idlenefs, Villainy and extravagant
Demands for Wages or Goods, whereby the Ma-
ny are deprived of the Advantages of their Birth-
rights without having committed any Crime to for-
feit them, and for the Benefit of a few only; a
Country that fuffers them cannot fend its Goods
fo cheap to a foreign Market as its Neighbours,
for never yet was a Monopolized Trade extended
to the degree of a Free one; therefore any Coun-
try abounding in Monopolics muft decline in
Trade.

To apply this to Britain, which hath more Mo-
nopolies than are generally thought on.

Fir/i Monopoly. Companies with exclufive
Charters, viz. Eafi-India, South-Sta, and Turkey
Companies.

Thefe Companies prevent the Increafing the
Vent of our Manufa@tures abroad, confequently
they ftarve our Poor, as will appear by thefollowing
Reafons. _

1. By being all of them confined to London, the
Prices of the Woollens they export are enhanced
by long Land-Carriages up to Town, with the

additional
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additional Charges of Commiffion, Ware-houfe-
Rent, Porterage, &’c. much to the Prejudice of
their Sale; and what Materials of Manufa&ure
they import, are difperfed over many Parts of the
Kingdom, by the like expenfive Conveyance, to
the great Difadvantageto the Nation in general.

2. The Turkey Company, whofe Trade is almoft
dwindled away, can prevent difpatching their Ships
for one Year, if they pleafe, to raife the Price of
Silk at Home, for their own Advantage, though
the Nation thereby lofes one whole Year’s Vent
and Confumption of its Woollen Goods from Zurfey,
which it is faid hath happened formerly ; and if
an iniquitous Rife is given to the Silk here, we can-
not manufaéture it with fuch Advantage as our

Neighbours. The Reader will be pleafed to con- -

fider the fine Situation our People employed in the
Woollen and Silk Manufa&ures muft be in at fuch
2 Time.

3. It is not the Intereft of the Eaf?- India Com
pany to encreafe the Quantities of the Woollens
they export, but rather to contra&t them (which I
fuppofe was the reafon for obliging them by their
Charter to export Woollens to a certain Value)
for at all Markets where there are any Demands
for Goods, the Smallnefs of the Quantities natu-
rally enhances the Price; and if the Company can
gain as much on 5000 Cloths as on 10c00, is it
not their intereft to prefer the leffer Quantity on
account of the lefler Difburfement and Rifk ? Altho®
it is plain the Nation would lofe the Sale of one
Half of the ManufaQures capable of being vended ;
whereas private Traders pufhing againft one ano-
ther, ftudy to increafe the Vent of their Goods,
by felling at moderate Profits, making the Quan-
tities anfwer to themfelves and their Country.

4. The large Charges the Eaft-India and South-
Sca Companies are forced to beat for the Salaries

of
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of the Dire&ors, Governors, Sgperf:argoes, ¢,
befides what may flip thro’ their Fingers fome-
times, muft make thefe Companies neglect al
Trades that will not yield extraordinary Profits te
defray them, which Trades ptivate Merchants
would be glad of, and turn to good Account for
themfelves and their Country, were they hot de-
barred by exclufive Charters, .

. The Eapt-India and South-Sea Companies
buying at Home by Directors, and felling Abroad
by Servants, who may havean Eye to their own
or Friends Intereft, and the Foundation of all be-
ing the Company’s Money, they cannot naturally
be fuppofed to be fo Induftrious as thofe who
trade only on their own Stocks ; therefore Com-
panies can never extend Trade likeprivate Dealers,
but-muft decay where Interlopers are admitted, of
which our African Company is a ftrong Inftance.

6. What confirms the whole is the Prohibition
of the Eaft-India Company againft their Servan__ts
carrying out Cloth, which would be needlefs, did
théy not know that their Servants can underfell
them, for the Company wants not Money to fup-
ply all the Cloth that can be vended with the ufual
Profit. In the Year 1741, a Seizure was made
in one of the Out-Ports of a large Quantity of
Cloth defigned for India, belonging to one of the
Company’s Servants, when at the fame Time, b’y
the Decay of our Woollen Trade, the Poor’s
Rates were at 8. in the Pound, in fome of our
Clothing Towns; from whence this Abfurdity
arofe, That whilft our Clothiers were ftarving, the
Exportation of Cloth was a contraband I‘.rade.

It is impoflible to make any enquiry into our
Companies, without taking Notice of their paft
Villainies, which, as they have been made fuffici-
ently publick, few can be ignorant of : Therefore

the bare mention of them is enough, fuch as the
fatal
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fatal South-Sea Scheme, that ruined thoufands of
Families, What need to mention former Diréc-
tors receiving Salaries from Companies, and, tho’
contrary to Law, being notwithftanding concern-
ed in the Offend Trade to India, whereby they
were cutting the Throats of their Benefaltors;
the felling Goods by falfe Samples, and buying
them for their private Accounts; carryingon pri-
vate Trade contrary to Treaty, and bribing Offi-
cers to wink at them with the Company’s Money,
and charged to Account by the genteel Name of
Prefents, fubje&ting thereby the Company’s Ef-
fe@s to Seizures, and their Country to perpetual
Jars. The Rapacioufnefs of Governors abroad,
who by engrofling Goods, nay even the Neceflaries
of Life, have opprefs’d the People by arbitrary
Prices, and drove away our Trade. Supercar-
goes, cheating by falfe Invoices. ~Captains, quit-
ting or lofing Ships, to defraud Infurers and Bot-
tomree-lenders: Are not thefe things written in
the Books of their Chronicles?

But the greaeft Mifchief of all is, that the Ho-
nefty of the People hath been corrupted, by ha-
Ving prefented to their Eyes Roguery lightly pun-
ithed, if not triumphant.

Thefe Companies prevent the Increafe of our
Navigation,

By their exclufive Charters, debarring us from
a Free Trade to % Parts of the known World.
The Dominions of the Grand Signior in Eurcpe,
Afia, and Africa, are confined to the Turkey Com-
pany. All South, and Part of North America,
from Vera Cruz to Carthagena, from Buenos Ayres
round Cape Horn to California, thatvaft Extent of
Coaft, is theProportion of the South-Sea Company.
. All the Coaft of Africa, Afia, from the Cape of
Good Hope to Japan, are the Lot of the Eaft-In-
dia Company. And what a fmall Number of

Ports
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Ports do they all trade to, and what a trifling
Navigation do they all maintain ? There are
greater Numbers of Ship-Tonnage employed in
the Trade to the free Port of Leghorn only, than
all thefe three Companies employ in their Mono-
polies to % Parts of the World, like the Fable of
the Dog in the Manger, not eating themfelves, but
preventing thofe who would.

Second Monopoly.  City and Corporation-
Charters,

Where Freemen exclude by Charter any of the
the fame Trade from fettling in their Towns, have
they not a Monopoly againft the reft of the Inha-
bitants ? Cannot they impofe extravagant Prices
for their Goods on their Cuftomers, and do they
notdo it?

Where no Journeymen but Freemen can_work
in Towns, have they not a Monopoly for Wages
againft their Mafters? Do not both thefe Cafes
advance the firt Coft of Goods, to the Prejudice
of their Sale abroad, and account for Foreigners
reckoning our Country fo dear?

Ifa Journeyman, not being a Freeman, gets
into work in a City or Town-corporate, what an
Outcry is there not made of a Foreigner’s being
come among them, to eat the Bread out of their
Mouths ? How ! cana Free-born Briton be reckon-
ned a Foreigner inany Part of his own Country 2
What an Abfurdity ishere ! yet never the lefs true,
Can one Man eat the Bread out of anather’s Mouth
without being more Induftrious than he ? Impof-
fible, it muft therefore be Idlenefs and Luxury
they contend for, not Bread.

This is one of the Reafons why Foreigners
flock to our Plantations, inftead of fettling here,
and byour Decay of Trade many of our own
People go over to live there yearly ; fo that many
going, and few coming to fupply their Places, a

Scarcity
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Scarcity of People will hereafter enfue, to the
great Damage of the Mother-Country.

Third Monopoly. Laws to prevent the Impor-
¢ation of Cattle, Butter, &c, from ZIreland.

This gives a Monopoly to a few Breeding
Counties to impofe on the reft of the People
high Prices for Cattle, &c. to the Ruin of our
Manufa&ories, forces the Labourer to live dear,
and of Courfe to raife his Wages ; is greatly preju-
dicial to our Navigation, for whatever enhances
the Expences of a Ship, enhances its Freight, and
gives Opportunity to Foreigners to viGual cheap-
erin freland, than we can doat Home.

But it will be obje@ed to me, That this is done
to raife or keep up the Value of our Lands?

‘Towhich Ian{wer: That there is always a great
Noife made about encouraging this Home-Con-
fumption, by which is meant making Neceflaries
bear a great Price, which can arife only from an
improper Knowledge of the true Nature of Trade,
for this is fo far from being beneficial, that it has
juft the contrary Effe&; certainly the leéfs is con-
fumed within, the more will be left to export;
the cheaper things are, the more of them will be
exported, and it is Exportation only that makes a
Nation rich. This Monopoly, with refpec to the
People, is unjuft, and the Benefit of it to the
Land-holders, only imaginary ; as for Inftance,
A hath a grazing Eftate, to raife the Value of
which, all Cattle from Zreland are to be prohibit-
ed: A having the fole Market, raifes the Prices
of his Cattle upon the reft of the People, B, C,
D, down to Z, twenty-three in Number, and
their Pockeéts are to be emptied only to fill his, a
very equitable Project indeed ! But although
thefe People were as blind as Puppies, yet Necef-

fity, and the natural Courfe of Things, will force
them to retaliate upon him ; for as Monopoly
raifss
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raifes the Price of Cattle, their Dearnefs raifes
the Price of Labour, dear Labour makes dear
Goods ; fo that the Food, Clothing, Utenfils, La-
bour, every thing 4 wants, comes dearer to him ;
an imaginary Value is given to every thing, fo that
tho’ A fhould have more Rent for a time (which
yet the Decline of Foreign Trade muft bring
down afterwards) the Money he receives is of
lefs Value, not going fo far, or being able to pur-
chafe fo much as when Goods bore their natural
Value only 5 fo that what he thinks he puts in
with one Hand, is pulled out by the other ; *tis
all a Deceptio wisis, fetting People together by the
Ears to prey upon one another, letting Foreigners
in the mean while eat the Bread out of our Mouths 3
for a Nation that adds an artificial Value to its
Commodities by Monopolies, cannot export them
in fuch Quantities to foreign Ports, where they
are rivalled by thofe that bear only their natural
Value; and their Home-Confumption will like-
wife fink in Price by the Nation’s having lefs Mo-
ney brought in by foreign Trade ; fuch a two-
edged Sword are Monopolies to Lands. Every
Home commodity in a Free Trade will find its na-
tural Value ; for tho’ that luuates, as of necef-
fity it muft, according to the Plentifulnefs or Scar-
city of Seafons, yet for the Home-confumption,
every Home-commodity muft have great Advan-
tages over the Foreign, as being upon the Spot,
and free from Freight, Infurance, Commifiion,
and Charges, which on the Produce of Lands,
being all bulky Commodities, muft in the gene-
ral be about 15 per Cent. and a greater Advantage
cannot be given without Prejudice ; for 15 per
Cent. makes a great Difference in the Price of
Neceffaries, between the Nation felling and the
Nation buying, and is a great Difficulty on the
latter, but arifing from the natural courfe of things
cannot
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cannot be helped ; tho’ it’s a fufficient Security
to the Land-holders, that Foreigners can never
import more Neceflaries than are abfolutely re-
quired, and I prefume, in fuch Cafes, they have
more Charity than to ftarve the People merely for
an imaginary Profit, which yet would prove their
Ruin in the End ; for it is a Fallacy and an Ab-
furdity to think to raife or keep up the Value of
Lands by Oppreflions on the People that cramp
their Trade : for if Trade declines, the common
People muft either come upon the Parifh, or fly
for Bufinefs to our Neighbours ; in the firft Cafe,
they become a heavy Tax upon the Rich, and
inftcad of buying the Produce of the Lands, muft
have it given them; and in the fecond Cafe, when
the Confumers are gone, what Price will the Pro-
duce of Land bear ? A {mall Confumption makes
a fmall Demand, and a fmall Demand makes a
fmall Price for any Commodity ; fo that when in
Converfation the Wifdom of our Laws is magni-
fied to prevent the Importation of Cattle, &,
from Ireland, or Corn from any Nation, unlefs it
firft bears an immoderate Price here (as keeping
up the Value of Lands) how would a Ho/lander or
Frenchman {mile! when he refle@ed, that in his
Country the Poor getting Provifions from any
Place where they can be had the cheapeft, are
thereby enabled to work at Prices the Englih

cannot live on, and by working cheaper work

more, that is, run away with their Trade, their
Money, and their Working-People, and when
thefe are gone, we may as well give them the
Land into the Bargain, for any Value it will be
of : Befides the Value of our Land is at prefent
but nominal ; to prove which,

It
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It won’t be fufpedted to

be an under Computation to

reckon the Rental of Eng-

land at £ 20,000,000
The Exports and Freights '

at 8,000,000
In Page 39, the Expences

of the People of England

are computed at 64,000,000

Y

The general Amount of

Taxcs, and Part of their

Confequences, is £ 15,289,375
IfourExportsandFreights

make I of the Expences of

the People, they muft be

computed to pay § of the

laft Article, which makes 1,911,171

P——

Which being deduted,
the Remainder is what falls
on Land. 13,378,204

Mr. Lock, in his Cenfiderations, &c. Page 95,
fays, It is in vain, in a Country whife great Fund i
Land to bape to lay the public Charge of the Govern-
ment in any thing clfe, there at laft it will terminate.
The Merchant (do what you can) will not bear ity the
Labourer cannot, and therefore the Land holder mufi.
If Foreign Trade will pay but{, Land muft pay
the remaining 7, which amountingto 13,378,204,
and falling on a Rental of 20,000,000/ is above
135, in the Pound Tax upon all the Lands of
England ; fo that Lunds with the prefent Taxes at
205, per Acre, or without the prefent Taxes at
7s. per Acre, are equal, and the Land is more
reduced by our Taxes and Monopolies, than by
any poffible Free Importation 3 and this Prohibi-

tion,
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tion, by us called a Remedy, is only a forwarding
our general Decay of Trade, and confequently
our general Decay of Rents, which a&ually hap-
pened after paffing this Prohibitory Law, as Roger
Cooke informs us in his Treatife, That the Church
and State of England are in equal Danger with the
Trade, publithed in 1671 5 in Page 64 his Words
are, That the Ends defigned by the A&s againf? the
Importation of Irith Gattle, of raifing the Rents of the
Lands of England, are fo far from being attained,
that the contrary hath enfued. And here I wifbha
Survey were taken bow many thoufand Farms are
thrown up fince this A& 5 how many thoufand Farms
are abated, fome above g, others above %, others a-
bove % 5 fome I know, which after two Years lying
wafle, are abated one half.”
Fourth Monopoly. Laws to prevent the Im-
portation of moft forts of Fifh by Foreigners.
This gives a Monopoly to our few Fifhermen
and Fifhmongers againft our own People, and the
Confequence is, that Fifh bears five times the
Price at London that it does at Amflerdam, or more,
great Quantities of Fifh being thrown away by
our Dealers to keep up extravagant Prices, to the
great Grievance of our induftrious Poor. And it
has prevented our gaining the Scorch Fifhery, by
banifthing from our Coafts the Dutch Fifhermen,
who would in time have fettled with us, our own
Country being better than ffo/land 5 nothing but
Taxe and Monopolies can keep them away ; for who
would pay heavy Taxes to live in a bad Country,
when he could live free and untaxed in a good
one ? This Obftrution hath enabled the French to
commence Fifhermen on our Coafts, who em-
ploy already a great Number of Veflels ; how
dangerous this may in time prove, I Jeave every
honeft Englifbman to judge. And what a melan-
choly Figure do we make, furrounded by Fifheries,
yet

Decline of the ForE1gN TrADE, 53

yet {o bound down by Taxes, Monopolics, &,
that we cannot undertake them, but fit tamely
idle, and fee Foreigners fwarming upon our Coafls,
and carrying away our Riches!

Fifth Monopoly.  The Navigation A,

Altho’ this A& is beneficial to us under our pre-
fent Difeafes in Trade, but would be needlefs were
they perfe@tly remedied, yet is it even now not
without its Inconveniencies: For a Law that con-
fines, in any degree, our Imports or Exports to
particular Ships or Men, gives a Monopoly to thofe
for whole Benefit the Reftraintis framed, which
in this Cafe is either the Navigation of the Coun-
tries whofe Growths we import, or elfe our own,
And this Monopoly is very prejudicial to our Ma-
nufa&ure ; for it is ena&ing that feveral Necef-
faries and Materials of Manufacture fhall not be
imported by the cheapeft Navigation, but by a
dear one, and of courfe that they fhall pay dear
Freights, which muft raife their Price: and if the
ManufaCturer buys his Materials dear, he muft
fell his Manufa&ure in proportion. Befides it is
ena&ed, that thefe Necefluries, {&F¢c. fhall not be
brought from any Country but the Place of
Growth, or moft convenient ufual Ports of Ship-
ping; which gives a Monopoly to Foreigners, and
to our Merchants, again{t our own People ; for
Foreigners will always know our Neceflity for
any Sort of Goods, and if our fole Dependence
lies upon any one Nation, they will not fail to
make us pay for it. Befides, this gives Oppor-
tunity and Security to our Merchants for En-
groffing ; becaufe, if they import or buy up large
Quantities of Commodities at the ufual Times of
Shipping, they are fecured in what extravagant
Prices they think proper to impofe on our People
till that Time returns, all foreign Nations who
have laid up Stocks being excluded our Market,

tho’
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tho’ they could afford them ever fo cheap. Ac-
cordingly, the Author of the Britannia Languens,
Page 65, informs us, That the Danes, taking the
Advantage of this Az, raifed their Prices and Cuffoms
upon us for Pitch, Tar, and Timber, near double 5 and
the Leiflanders the fame for Hemp and Flax. And
in Page 68 he fays, That they excluding great Num-
bers of foreign Ships from our Ports, muft hinder the
vending of great Proportions of our Beef, Pork, Corn,
Beer, Cloathing , and other Neceffaries.  And Page 6g,
The Dutch allow free Commerce to all Foreigners and
their Ships. Now as this A& makes our Naviga-
tion dear, it for that reafon deprives us of the
Fithing-Trade, the great Nurfery of Seamen,
which cannot be carried on but by a cheap Navi-
gation to vie with the Dutch and Freneh, in which
we make no Progrefs worth f{peaking of : There-
fore, in this Cafe, this A& has deprived us of
Seamen, inftead of increafing them ; and the Ac-
quifition of foreign Seamen, in any degree, being
prevented by this A&, gives a Monopoly to our
own Siilors, by which means in War-time, or
any Spurt of Trade, they exa&t near double the
Wiges that foreign Seamen are content with ;
which opprefles our Merchants, brings our Goods
dear to all Markets, giving foreign Manufa&urers
a great Advantage againft our own, and our Sailors
lving hid in order to get greater Wages by their
Monopoly in the Merchants Service, is one, a-
mong{t other Reafons, of the Difficulties we find
in manning the King’s Ships.  Roger Cooke, in his
Difcourfe on Trade, publifhed in 1670, Page 27.
fays, That, two Years after the Rump making this
Law, the building of Ships became 5 Penny dearer,
and Seamens Wages [fo exceffive, that we have wholly
bo? the Trades to Mufcovy and Greenland thereby,
Sixth Monopoly. Iaws to prevent the Export-
ing Woollen Manufactures from freland,
After
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After the fear that the Value of our Lands fhould
be leflened by the Improvement of Ireluid, had
produced a deftru&®ive Prohibition of Zrih Cat-
tle, as has been proved already : The People
of that Country being neceffitated to find out fome
other Employment for their Lands, turned their
Thoughts to the breeding of Sheep and raifing a
Growth of Wool, no fooner was this effeéted,
buta Prohibition enfued on our Part to export the
Manufa&ures made of that Wool. This Prohi-
bition ou the Jrifh hath ruined the Woollen-Trade
in Britain, and raifed that of France, for unlefs
the Iriyh are fuffered to export Woollen Goods,
they muft fell their raw Wool to the beft Bidder,
and that is France; one Pack of Irih Wool works
up two Packs or more of French Wool, which is
double the Damage to Britain, that the opening
the Exports of Woollen Goods from /freland
would be ; and Franee by leflening her Taxes fince
the laft War, enabling thereby her People to work
cheap, could afford to give large Prices for /rih
Wool, and became the chief Market for it, have-
ing thereby raifed for Exportation an immenfe
cheap faleable Manufa&ure, which their own Wool
was not capable of doing ; as this increafed, that
of Britain declined, and tho’ they are now in-
creafing and we declining, yet fhll this Fear, or
rather Infatuation, about the Value of our Lands,
makes us perfift in a Prohibition that not only
hurts the Zrib, ruins ourfelves, but enriches the
French ¢ for as the Cafe now ftands, either Ireland
or France muft have the Woollen Manufa&ure ;
Britain by reafon of its heavy Taxes and Mono-
polies that make Labour dear, being out of the
Queftion. The Irifh export clandeftinely fome
Camblets to Lifbon and underfell the French, there-
fore the Irifb can recover the Woollen-Trade out
of their Hands ; and fhall we compliment the

Erench
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French with a Trade that we deny our own Sub-
Je&s? Nay, one Third of what /freland gets cen-
ters here at laft ; and fhall we refufe fuch a Sum
which the 7/i/h would fnatch from our Enemics
aad prefent to us ?

IT1. Of ill-judzed Laws.

The Laws which give a Bounty on exported
Corn, Fifh, and Flefh, are very prejudicial to our
ManufaQories, for Wages depending on the high
or low Price, Corn, Fifh, and Flcth bear, the
Bounties on their Expertation ferve only to feed
Foreigners cheaper than our own People to run
away with our Trade : The Pretence of encourag-
sng Tillage by a Bounty on Corn can have no
Weight now, fince our great Improvements in
KHufbandry, much lefs if we ere&ted Magazines of
Corn in every Country, againft times of Scarcity ;
Foreigners never buy Provifions till they want
them, and then they muft have them whether we
give Bounties or no.  The Britjfp Merchant, Vol,
IL. p. 247. fays, Jf we were to become a Province
1o France, we fhall be obliged to give a Bounty on
Vol as e do on our Corn, that France might have
it cheaper than cur Peaple.  And in p. 400. be com-
putes the Value of the Manufacture in cur Wollen-
Goods in general, at three times the Value of the Wool.
Now I appeal to all men of Senfe, whether it be
not much more prejudicial in this Cafe, to feed
the Workman cheaper, than to fell cheaper the
Material 5 the Manufa&ure being as three to one
in our Woollen-Trade only, a Bounty on expor-
ted Wool, tho’ abfurd and deftru&tive, ftops there ;
but Bounties on exported Corn, Fith, and Flefh,
ferve to feed the French cheaper than our own Peo-
ple, to run away not only with our Woollen, but
alfo our Silk, Linen, and Iron Manufa&ures ; e-
very thing we can undertake, all Trade, all Navi-

gation :
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gation : Is not this Condu& more abfurd, more
deftruive, could we have a&ed more fervily, had
we become a Province to France, or rather is not
this the way to make us fo? All Attempts to con-
fine our Wool at Home muft prove vain until our
People are eafed of Taxes, Monopolies, and -
jadged Laws, equally with or beyond Foreigners 3
for while the Fremch can underwork us fo _much
they can afford to give vaft Prices for our Wool,
and what effc@ any Prohibition will have againft
vaft Profits, the Reader may judge. The Penalty
of Death hinders not Bullion from being brought
away from Spain and Portugal, Sir F. Child re-
marks upon this Subje& of our Wool, in his TraZ
on Trade, p. 157. That they that can give the beft
Price for a Commodity fball never fail to have it by
one Means or other, notwithflanding the Oppreffun of
any Laws, or Interpofition of any Power by Sea or
Land 5 of fuch Force, Subtilty, ard Vilence is the
general Courfe of Trade. It feems fomething fur-
prifing, that in fuch fmall Countries as the Britifp
1flands, there thould be ever fuppofed to grow f{ufhici-
ent Quantities of Wool, and that of peculiar Sorts
too, to glut all the World with their Manufactures,
or that it (hould be thought a reafonable Anfwer
to the Queftion ; How comes our Woollen-Trade
to decay ? to fay, The Quantities made are too
great for the Confumption, did we not frequently
meet with it in Converfation. Thefe Iflands are
not the 3soth Part of the computed Superficies
of the whole Earth ; to think that one Part with
only what it can fpare from its own Confumption
fhould be able to overftock with a Commodity
univerfally neceflary 349 other Parts, is ftrange 3
but the Solution of the Myftery is this, that we
by ourTaxes and Monopolies cannot give the Manu-
fafture the Vent it formerly had, or is now capa-
ble of, for the Material is fo far from being a Drug
that
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that Foreigners give any Price for it, and we are
forced to attempt the preventing its Exportation by
fevere Penal Laws ; it is therefore the Manufa&ure,
that being raifed to an extravagant Price by Taxes
and Laws, which make Provifions dearer to our
own People than to Foreigners, we cannot give
Vent to near home, and are deprived doing of it in
the remote Trades to 2 Parts of the World by our
Monopolifing Companies, whereby great Quan-
tities of Woollen Goods being crouded for Sale
into a few Ports, become confequently defpifed
and undervalued ; whereas, were our Trade quite
free, we fhould fend but fmall Quantities of Wool-
lens to the refpe@ive numerous Ports we then
traded to, which would naturally increafe their
Price, for being the beft manufaQtured, as they
grew fcarce they would become eftcemed and de-
manded, infomuch that we might be obliged to
import Wools ourfelves to anfwer the Demand ;
it is our ill Management of our Trade, and that
only, which enables Foreigners to deprive us even
of our natural Advantages, of which our Wool-
len-Trade is one.

Our Laws relating to our Poor are a vaft En-
couragement to Idlenefs.

By obliging Parifhes to maintain their own Poor,
we intitle them to a certain Maintainance whether
they deferve it or no, {o that when Provifions are
cheap they won’t work above half the Weck, but
fot or idle away half their Time, laying nothing
up for Sicknefs or old Age, becaufe the Parifh muft

rovide for them then ; this is one of the Reafons
why the Wages of our Servants and Labourers
are fo exceffive high, becaufe our Laws providing
for the Idle, none will work without being ex-
travagantly paid ; whereas had they nothing to
“depend upon but their Induftry, or the Chara&ter
of it to recommend them to the Charitable in their
Misfortunes,
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Misfortunes, they would be glad of conftant Work
at moderate Prices, to fupport themfelves, be more
Frugal to make a Referve againft times of Adver-
fity, and more ftudious to deferve that Relief they
might want. )

Befides, thefe Laws are vaftly unjuft, for the
Poors Rates being very high, are 3 heavy Tax on
the Induftrious to maintain the Idle, and as every
pofitive Tax muft raife the Prices of Labour and
Goods, the Induftrious are thereby ftill more op-
preft, and the Sale of our Goods hindered Abroad,
for our Labour is grown {0 exceffively dear, that
we lofe all Trades where Foreigners come in Com-

etition with us.

Tdlenefs is ftill more encouraged by the Defeéls
of our Laws againft Vagabonds : A free People
are always brave, and the Brave always Com-
paffionate, which being a diftinguifhing Charalter
of our People, they are eafily impofed on by the
Jeaft Appearance of Diftrefs, fo that fome Beggars
who can counterfeit Mifery well, get more Money
in a Day than many diligent Labo.urers, to the
great Difcouragement of the Induftrious, who fee
[dlenefs fo well rewarded ; whereby our Roads
and Streets {fwarm with Beggars, all the Diftur-
bance they meet with, being now and then tun;:cd
by a Beadle out of his Parith into the next, which
is only fhifting the Evil from one Door to ano-
ther, but works no Reformation. And if an En-
quiry could be made into the manner that our
Poor now fpend thofe Alms they recetve from
their Parifhes, I believe the grerteft }.’a‘rt thereof
would appear to be fquander’d away in Drams,
ann that the Bulk of them are maintained only to
get drunk. | .

The fuffering People to fine for Parifh-Offices
is one of the greateft Defe&s in thefe Laws, for

the better Sort of Houfekeepers paying to fave
themfelves
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themfelves the Trouble of putting our Laws in
force, the Execution of them is left to the In-
ferior, who have not time to fpare from their
Callings to do it well ; who are too often tempted
to fquander away the Money raifed for the Poor
in feafting, or turn it to their Profit by furnifhirg
Workhoufes with Neceflaries at extravagant Prices;
whereby the Parifhioners are high-rated, and the
Parithes brought into Debt,

It is a common OSaying, that our Laws are
good, but ill executed ; to which I'anfwer, That
a Law not executed is worfe than no Law at all,
thercfore cannot be good 3 for the Weaknefs of a
Law appearing by its being evaded, makes the
People have a mean Opinion of the Wifdom of
the Legiflature, and brings a Contempt on our
Laws in general, therefore muft be bad. A Law
that by its Rewards or Punifhments does not en-
force Otedience to its Commands, is in Effe& no
Law at all, and what has no Effe& does no
good.

Our Laws that fix and fettle the Proportion be-
tween our Gold and Silver Coins, are very preju-
dicial,

For as the Metals themf{elves vary here in Value
weekly as the Proportion changes abroad, one or
other of our Coins, muft be carried away with
Lofs to the Nation, as the Cafe is now with our
Silver Coins; as for Example : A Pound of Stan-
dard Silver is coined into 625. fo that one Pound
and % thereof make 635 and exchanges for
three Guineas. By Caflaing’s Paper of Fibruary
3, 1740 Standard Silver wasat §s. 7 4 per QOunce,
which makes for one Pound and -5 68 5. 74. %
being above 5. 7d. &% more than the Currency 3
almoft nine per Cent. lofs to us, and gain to
Foreigners who carry away our Silver Coin: Can
we wonder at the fcarcity of it when we make it

fo
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fo profitable an Article to be carried away? Mr.
Locke obferves in his Confiderations, &c. Page 167.
If your Law Jet ity i. €. the Proport:on of Gold to Sil-
ver at 15, when it is at the free Moarket Rate in the
neighbouring Countries as 16 to 1. Wil they not Jerd
bither their Silver to fetch away your Gold at i'5 lofs to
you? Or if you will keep its Rat: t Szlvfer asig to 1,
when in Holland, France,and Spain, its ﬂlfar,éet Va-
Iue is but 14 WVill they not fend bither their Gold and
fetch your Silver at i lofs to you?  This is unavoidable
if you will make Money of both Gold and Silver at the
Jame time, and Jet Rates upon them by Law in refpect
of one another. .

And here it may not be improper to obferve,
that our expenfive Law-Suits are deftructive to
Trade, making Traders often fubmit to Impofiti-
ons rather than feek a Remedy, that by its Expence
often proves worfe than the Difeafe; or where Juf-
tice is uncertain to be obtained through the Unfkil-
fulnefs of the Courts of Law, which feldonj fully
comprehend the Intricacy of Mercantile leputes
and Accounts. The Counfel confefs it in open
Court, and often perplex a Caufe by their Igno-
rance which they fhould clear up by their Know-
ledge ; and many times the Judge in fumming up
the Evidence, will fay to the Jury that the Dif-
pute is a Matter of Trade which I don’t underftand
and you do; and many Caufes have by cautious
Judges been recommended to be left to the Refe-
Tence of fome of the Jury, ending at a great Ex-
pence what might have been done without any
worth mentioning. It would be juft as reafonable
for Lawyers to confult Merchants in Points of Law,
as Merchants them in Points of Trade, Cafes in
which they are equally ignorant: Beﬁfics, to what
a vaft Expence are not Creditors put in taking out
Commiffions againft Bankrupts, which of all Ca-
fcs {hould be attended with the leaft, and where

Loffes
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Loffes are already but too bad, is it not barbarous-

to make them worfe by a heayy Expence? For the
ret, the Reader is referred to Sir Fofiab Child’s Djife
courfe on Trade, Page 141, where this Subjet is
finely treated on.

I thall now attempt to fhew in fome Degree, the
Amount of our Monopolies and Ill-judged Laws,

Though it be above my Capacity to point out
exa&ly the Advance in the Prices of our Goods,
occafion’d by each feparate Monopoly or ill-judged
Law, that ruins Trade; or to fix the utmoft De-

ee that our Taxes joined to them carry the artifi-
cial Value to; yet an Attempt at fome Amount,
fufficient for our Purpofe, may be made. As our
‘Woollen-Trade is our greateft Concern, the Ex-
ample fhall be drawn from that.

D: Wit in his Memoirs, Page 57, fays, That the
mahking a Piece of Cloth in Holland coffs 70 Livres, of
svbich the Warkmen pay 20 for Taxes. "That Work
then untaxed would be only 50 Livres, and 20
Livres charged on 50, is juft 40 per Cent. Tax on
Labour: The Dutch Taxes have been confiderably
raifed fince De Wit's Time, to fupport two French
Wars, which may amount to as much again for
aught I know, but to make the Calculation appear
the fairer by being moderate, T fhall fuppofe the
Increafe only at 10 per Cent. making inall 50 per
Cent., Tax on Dutch Labour.

Englifp W ool fnuggled to Foreigners, fells at a-
above 50 per Cent. Advance on the Englyfh Ptice
they find it anfwers as well or better than any other
Foreign Wools they import, otherwife they would
ot covet it fo much as they do, or we make fevere
Laws in vain to prevent their having it.

In the Obfervations on Britith ool p. 53, the
Author fuppofes the Value of a Pack of Englith Comb-
fng-wool, at 61, The Weight of a Pack of Wool

being 240 Pounds, is juft 6d. per Pound. Inp.
' 23, he
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23, he fays, The Price of Englifh and Trith Combing-
wool at Abbeville, was (about the Year 1738) at
10d. and 10 % Sterling the Pound ; which laft Price
is 10/, 105, a Pack, and juft 75 per Cent. Advance
on the Englifb Price; which will not be thought
extraordinary, when a Survey is taken of the Pe-
nalties the Smugglers incur by our Laws, if dete&-
ed, (befides the Charges of Shipping, &¢.) for,

By the gth and roth of William TIT. Wool found
Is the Sea in Kent and Suflex, unlefs

carrying towar ; > ’ .
entered, and Securily given, 1S Sforfeited, with 3s. per

Pound Penalty. .
By the oth and 10th of William III. Wool Laden

on any Ship for Exportation, unlefs entered and Secu-
rity given, IS forfeited, with 3s. per Pound Penalty.

By the 12th of Charles I1. Ma/z’e.r and Mariners
kuswing thereof, and affifti g, to forfeit all their Goods
and Chattels, and Suffer three Months Imprifenment.

By the 7th and 8th of William 111. Perfons affyt-
ing in the Exportation, 1o fuffer three Months Impri-
onment, without Bail or Mainprize.

By Ditto, The Inhabitants of a Place cut of, or
through which the Wl is carried or exported, are to
forfeit 20). if the Goods be under the Value of 101. but

gf “above, treble the Value, and treble Coffs of Suit.

By Ditto, To be recovered by Aftion againfi the
Ozwners and their Affiflants.

By the sth of George 11 ol feized on board any
Ve(fel, without Cocket, or Warran', the Veffel, ker
Guns, Tackle and Furniture, to be forfeited.

By the 4th of George L. Perfons nat paying the Sum
yecovered in three Bonths, the Conrt may order Tran-
Spertation for feven Years, as Sfor Filony.

The Dutch have intirely beat us out of the Trade

to Portugal in the midling Sorts of Cloths between
8 and
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8 and 115, per Yard; and I appeal to our Clothiers
if the mixt Cloths made for Exportation, between
thofe I'Jrices, are not reduced to a mere Trifle in
Quantity, to what they were formerly ; or rather

if hardly any be made. A Dutch Cloth then ma;
be fairly computed to have 50 per Cent. Advance
upon it in the Price of its Wool and Taxes on its
Labour, and yet comes cheaper to a foreign Mar-
ket than an Englilb one; the latter muft have a
fitkitious Value of above that Sum upon it, and as
1 per Cent is fufficient to turn the Scale of a Trade

that is in Zquilibrio, 1 fhall compute the filitious
Value of an Englifb Cloth put at 51 per Cent,

In Page 20, the Amount of our

T'axes on the Expences of our Pco-} 31 per Cent,
ple, is above

Therefore the Monopolies and

Ill-judged Laws that affect this} 20 per Cent,
Cloth, may be about

Together 51 per Cent,

A Bale of Engliyh Cloths now cofting £ 100
Has included in that Price an Artificial
Value arifing from Taxes, Monopolies,
and Ill judged Laws, with their Confe- St
quences, as above

———— p—

Which being fubftrated, the natural
Value of a Bale of Cloths, if freed from} L 49
Taxes, &c. would be only

£ 51 charged by Taxes, Monopolies, Ill-judg-
ed Laws, with part of their Confequences on 49/.
is above 104 per Cent. and is fo far an Artificial
Value added to our Goods, at a low Computation,

Befides
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Befides the Prejudice done to Trade by this Ar-
tificial Value we give our Goods, it likewife weak-
ens and diftrefles the Government, which is forced
to raife above double the Sums neceflary on the
People for every Piece of Service, whereby Mur-
murs and Difcontents arife, the People grow foon-
er impoverifhed and unable to raife the Supplies 5
for above half the Value of every thing we want
being filtitious, we are forced to raife the [ame Money
10 maintain 112,500 Men, as the French do to main-

tain 300,000, asappears by the Britifh Merchant,

Vol. 1. Page 7. and if the fame difference of Ex-
pence holds in the Fleets, that fingle Confideration
thould, I think, open our Eyes to make our Secu-
rity greater, by throwing out all fictitious Value
from our Labour and Goods; to be able to cope
with thefe our only dangerous Enemies on more
equal Terms.

1V. Our large National Debt.

This is fraught with many Inconveniences.

Firt, It has ruined our Trade, by ferving for a
Pretence to continue thofe Taxes on Commodities,
the deftrutive Confequences of which to Trade, I
have before proved.

Secondly, 1t deftroys private Credit: The Annals
of Europe, for the Year 1739, Page 444, juftly
remark, That thefe Funds fir/? drew out of private
Hands mof? of that money which fhould, and otherwife
would bave been lent to our Merchants ard Tradefmen 3
this made it difficult for fuch to borrow any Money upon
Perfomal Sacurity, and this Difficulty foon made it unfafe
10 lind Money upon fuch Security, wbich of courfe de-

JAroyed all private Credit, and greatly injur’d our

Trade in general,
Thirdly, It encourages Idlenefs; for feveral Peo-
ple making from 3 to 5 per Ceut. of their Money
flceping,
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fleeping, are mere Drones in the Hive, improvin8
no Land, nor extending any T'rade.

Fourthly, It encourages Luxury ; Idlenefs is the
Mother of Vice, and a mere Stockholder being the
idleft Perfon upon Earth, has nothing to ftudy
but how to kill Time by Vanities and Luxuries,
in which this Nation has of late Days made a great
Proficiency.

Fifthly, It waftes the Body-politick; for a great
Part of our National Debt (computed by fome at
12 Millions) belonging to Foreigners not refiding
here, but whofe Intereft is remitted abroad, they
are in the fame State, with refpect to the Nation,
as Landholders Abfentees, thofe Cankers to the
Riches of a Country, fuppofing the Intereft remit-
ted abroad to Foreigners, to be only 400,000/ per
Annum.

If our Trade prove but a little beneficial, fo
Iarge a Sum going yearly will certainly keep us
poor.

If our Frade brings us in neither Profit nor Lofs,
and the current Cafh of the Nation is 12 Milllions,
the Intereft paid Foreigners in 30 Years, will run
away with it all,

But if the general Ballance of our Trade comes to
be againft us, the fending abroad yearly Money to
pay that Ballance, joined to the above 400,000 4
per Annum lutereft, muft bring Deftruétion upon us
like a Whirlwind. So fine a Situation have our
Debts brought us to !

To conclude this firft Head.

The Foreign Trade of every Country muft de-
cline,

That lays unequal Taxes and oppreflive Excifes
on its People.

Cramps its Trade, the Fountain of Riches, by
high Cuftoms and Prohibitions,

Suffers
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Suffers many Monopolies. |
Opprefles it}; People by prohibiting the Importa-
tion of Vicuals, under the Pretence of raifing the

Value of its Lands. .
Gives Bounties to feed Foreigners cheaper than

its own People. _ ]
Encourages Idlenefs by bad Laws relating to its

Poor. . _
Tempts Foreigners to carry away 1ts Coin for
lefs than its intrinfic Value.
Mukes the obtaining Juftice chargeable, ]
Suffers a heavy National Debt, c.:ontra&ed in
time of War, to continue unpaid in tune of Peace.
Thefe are the Caufes of the Decline of our Fo-
reign Trade, which having made appear, they na-~
turally lead us to treat,

PART IL

The Reafons why the Decline of Foreign Trade
finks the Value of Land.

Firft, By finking the Markets at home; for the
Produce of Land being rendered cxceﬁ%vcly dea.r,
by the Caufes before mentioned, Foreigners will
not take its Superfluities ; and Labour being by
the fame Caufes rendered exceflively dear too, We
cannot manufa@ure or improve that Produce,
Nations that can fupply cheaper overftocking the
Markets abroad 3 fo that the Produce of the Lands
not being carried off as ufual, muft become a dead
Stock on the Farmers Hands, and caufe great
Quantities to be crowded into the Markets, where
being Encouragement but for few Buyers the Price
naturally falls; as for Inftance, the declining De-
mand for our Woollen Goods abroad, falls the

g N t home,
Price of Wool now at home Suppofe
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Suppofe that in 1699, we exported
to Turkey, 40,0c0 Cloths, the Value of% £ 8o,000
RawWool in each being 2/. amounts to

Suppofe that in 1738, we exported
to Turkey, 8,0co Cloths, the Value of

Raw Wool in each being 1/. 104 ¥2,000
- amounts to

The difference of the Value of Wool} 68

exported in thofe two Years 4 68,000

Wools of this Value, lying yearly on hand, muft
make a Glut; the Farmers pufh to fell at Market,
but in vain, unlefs at under Prices ; for the Wool-
ftaplers, finding the Demand decreafe, decreafe in
Number themfelves; fome break, fome leave off
Trade, fome take to other Trades; for many Sel-
lers with great Stocks on hand, and few Buyers,
naturally fall the Markets, and the Landlords prefl-
ing the Fenants for Rent, and threatning to feize
if Payments are not made, the Wool muft be fold
at any rate to raife the Money; and there being
yearly 68,000/, lefs Money brought into the Na-
tion to be laid out in Wool than in former times, the
Price muft be ftill lower on that Account ; the low-
er the Produce fells, the lefs Rent the Farmer can
givefor Land ; the worfe the Markets, the greater
Arrears of Rent the Farmer runsinto; and Taxes,
Monopolies, &’c. making Labour and Neceflaries
grow dearer, and the decay of Foreign Trade ma-
king the Wool fell cheaper, muft break him in the
End, and then the Farm is thrown on the Land-
lord’s Hands, who, unwilling to fall the Rent,
keeps it in the Management of Stewards or Bailiffs,
whofe Profit and Charges feldom make it pay the
~old Rent, but generally ends in mortgaging the
Land, or felling it; and as thefe Cafes grow more

frequent
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frequent, more Eftates will be at Market, and
confequently the lefs Prices they will fetch.

Secondly, By incgeaﬁng the Number of the Poor

urden the Land.

© ’?’he Poor, wanting Employment, muf’c be fup-
ported by the Land ; if Foreigners give them
Work, they give them Bread; but when Trade
cannot maintain them, Land muft, vide Page 7.
When the Poor’s Rates are heavier than the Ten-~
nant can bear, the Landlord muft pay them, ei-
ther by Allowance in the Rent, or by taking the
Farm into his own Hands ; orelfe by the breaking
of his Tenant, who has paid that Money to the
Poor’s Rates his Landlord fhould have received.

Suppofe in 1699, the Labour of
the apbgve, 40,000 Cloths to have ¢ 40,000 People
i Employment to
glvse:ppofepin};738, the Labour of
the above 8,000 Cloths to have 8,000 People

given Employment to

The Difference is 32,000 People

Suppofe thefe 32,000 People to
have earned by their Labour former-
ly from Foreigners, 6 1. per Annum
each, it amounts to

But, wanting Employment, they
come on the Parifh at 15. 6d. per 124,000
Week, each, which for one Year

amounts to

£ 192,000

S — At o Haptvd

The difference to the Landlord in } £ 316,800
one Year, is

For as the Land, by the Decay of Foreign Trade,

§ is by the fame
receives not the firft Sum, and Is by Caufe
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Caufe faddled with the latter, it makes an annual
Difference of the above two Sums to the Land-
holders in this fingle Branch of Labour ; and is the
fame in proportion for all other decayed Branches
of Trade.

Thirdly, By decreafing the Stock of People.

For as Employment leflens, the moft Induftri-
ous, rather than ftarve here, will fly to other
Countries where Trade can maintain them; fo the
Confumption of thefe Things taken away, the De-
mand at Market muft grow lefs, and of courfe
Rents muft fall; yet the Farmers Charges muift
grow greater : for the fewer Hands, the higher
Woages are; this muft break him in the End, “and
produce all the Confequences following that Mif-
fortune, mentioned in the firft Remark: Befides,
’tis Men that trade, and bring in Money, there-
fore the fewer they are, the lefs Money will be
brought in; and the lefs Money, the lefs Rent can
be given for Land.

Fourthly, By decreafing our Riches,

This is a Confequence of the above three Re-
marks ; for having fewer Goods capable of being
exported by reafon of their dear Price, and our
Manufa&ures declining muft in time be loft, there-
fore the Importation of foreign Goods muft natu-
raily increafe, and more Money go out to pay for
them.

I have laid it down as a Maxim in Page 1, That
- Nations which bave no Mines of Gold and Silver, have
no Means to get them but by Foreign Trade, and ac-
cording to the Degree of thefe Metals they poffefs, the
Prices of their Commodities, and therewith the Value o
their Lands, rife and fall in proportion ; which I fhall
now prove.

The Britannia Languens Page 12, fays, If there
were but 500l. m England, an Ox could hardly be

worth
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worth a Penny; therefore the Rent muft bear its
Proportion to the Riches. "This appears by Mait-
Jands Hiftory of London; for he fays, that in the
Year g61 Land fold at 1s. per. Acre. The Reafon
that Land then bore fo low a Price, was, the low
Price the Produce fold at; for he fays that in the
Year 1000, anOx fold for 25. 6d. a Cow for 25. a
Sheep for 1s. and a Swine for 8d. This could be
only owing to the little Foreign Trade the Nation
then had, and confequently to the little Quantity
of Gold and Silver, Trade had then brought in.

But if it fhould be afked, What is the Reafon
that at prefent all Things are naturally fo much
advanced in Price, to what they were in thofe
Days? The Anfwer is, That the Quantities of
Gold and Silver brought to Eurqpe fince the Pro-
grefs made by the Spaniards and Portuguefe in A-
merica, have made thofe Metals more common and
of lefs Value than formerly, fo that 205, will hard-
ly purchafe what 1.5, would before the Difcovery
of the Weft- Indies.

The Spaniards and Portuguefe don’t throw away
their Gold and Silver for us to pick up; we have
no Mines of thefe Metals, therefore could not get
fuch Quantities as we have but by our Trade to
Spain and Portugal, or to thofe Countries that had
an Over-ballance upon them, and were over-bal-
lanced by us.

So that the prefent natural Price of Land, and
its Produce, is the Proportion of Gold and Silver
that foreign Trade hath brought into, and left in
the Nation: If the prefent Quantity was to be
doubled by Foreign Trade, the natural Price of
Land, and its Produce, muft be fo too ; foraccord-
ing to the Price the Farmer can fell his Commodi-
ty at Market, he can pay for the Rent of Land,
and no otherwife. If our Foreign Trade decays

until
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until the prefent Money in the Nation be half
fwept away, the Produce of Land mutt fell for half
the natural Price it does now, and Land muft let
at half the Rent it naturally bears now ; but if we
fhould go on declining, until we have no more Mo-
ney left in the Nation than there was in 961, or
t1)ooo, the Plrices hof Land, and its Produce,’can
e no more than they bore in : )
e R ) y thofe Days, (Taxes,
Therefore if the Landed Gentlemen have a mind
to raife or fink the Value of their Lands, the en-
couraging or difcouraging our Foreign Trade is
the only Means to do either, fo clofely united are
Tand and Trade; their true Interefts are the fame ;
they muft ftand or fall together. ’

'T'he Sum of all is this:
That what Foreigners take from?
others inftead of us,
What the Poor hath given them ! Sinks the|Va-

inftead of buying, 51 '
The Scarcity of People, ' uc of Lands,
The Scarcity of Money, J

Taxes, Monopolies, Ill-judged Laws, and Na-
tional Debts, are the Caufes of the Decline of our
Forcign Trade; the Decline of Forcign Trade
caufes the above four Calamities ; andethey fink
the Value of Lands. The Taxes, Monopolies, Ill-
‘ .L;'dg}?d {_,aw;, ang National Debts are the C;uf'es ’
of all, therefore they are Cau : .

o et Lands.y fes of the Decreafe of

PART III

~Of the Means to reftore the Foreign Trade of
Britair, and confequently the Value of its Lands.

It
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Tt is a manifeft Inftance of the great Natural
Advantages in Trade this Nation enjoys, that it
hath not been ruined long ago by the Confequen-
ces of our own Ill-Management; as] fhall have
frequently occafion to mention the former, it
will be proper here to (hew what they are ; and,
as the Dutch and French are our great Rivals in
Trade, to compare our Natural Advantages with
theirs.

Firft, Our _Situation is the fecureft of any in
Europe, not liable to the Incurfions of our Neigh-
bours, as the Dutch are ; We have more good
Harbours than any Nation on the Continent,
open all the Year ; whereas the French Ports for
Ships of any Burthen are few, and thofe far afun-
der; and the Dutch Ports few, dangerous, and
froze up in the Winter. We are furrounded by
the greateft Fifhery in the World, which the
French and Dutch are both deficient in, and feck
at great Hazard and Expence on our Coafts. Our
Country is healthy and pleafant ; whereas Holland
is cold, marfhy and unwholefome.

Secondly, Our Government is the moft mild and
excellent of any in Eurape 5 whereas the Govern-
ment in France is arbitrary, and in Holland very
fevere.

Thirdly, Our Plenty of Provifions exceeds all
Europe ;5 no Nation having that Plenty, both of
Corn and Flefh-Meat, that we abound in ; for
Eolland is deficient in both, and buys of us 3 and
France cannot well victual Ships without Irifb Beef;
and its Harvefts being more precarious than ours,
the French are forced to make frequent Purchafes
of Corn from us.

Fourthly, Our Iflands abound in excellent Wool,
Coals, Lead, Tin, Leather, Butter, and Tal-
low ; all which both French and Datch are defici-
ent in, and forced to buy of us.

We
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We have Oak for Ship-buildin i
sztcb and French want. pIn our %la‘:tl:tcignsb%l;
build vaft Numbers of Ships, which the French are
dcfi‘ciex;lt irB ar},d forced to buy of us.

s the Dytch are forced to purchafe eve i
they are out of the Queftion ;pbut the Fr:rZ’/:hI::\%;
vait . uantl_ties of Wines and Brandies; the
have Silk, Oil, Hemp, and Flax; in thefe, at pre}:
fent, we are deficient ; but we have Lands in
our Colonies, for a Trifle, fit to raife them all
cheaper t.han the French can do ; befides other
Commodities which they want, fuch as Rice
Tobgcco, Pitch, Tar, Mafts, and Bow{prits. ’

Fifthly, Our Sailors are the moft expert, and
our Ships the beft-built of any ; fo that we could
have the Preference in the carrying Trade; no
Merchants but would fhip his Goods on an Ei‘ng-
gl ‘v;]eﬁ‘elnat equal Fgcight preferably to one of
any other Country ; and the form i
at );he cheapeft Przmium. er can be infured

To all this may be added, that our People are
brave,.laborious, and ftrong, extreme neat Work-
men, improving to the utmoft the Inventions of
others: And our Merchants the moft generous
and honourable in Trade, with whom all Nations
are fond to deal.

With all thefe fuperior Natural Advantages, we
cannot be hurt but by ourfelves ; "tis our own
covetous Folly only that can undous. Had our
Trade been fuffer’d to take its natural Channel
Foreigners could not have diverted its Courfe, noxt
ever can, unlefs thefe Natural Advantages are an-
nihilated ; and they may as well attempt to fink
our Iflands in the Ocean, as while they remain
to deprive us of the Benefits refulting from their
Situation and Produce, if we take only a Refolu-
tion to open our Eyes; fo that tho’ our Wounds
are deep, and have brought us fomewhat low,

yet

yet are they not i
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ncurable; if they are negleted,
the general Decay muft be compleated in our
Ruin, but with proper Care we may rife to a
more flourifhing Condition than we ever yet
knew. And tho’ all the Means neceflary there-
¢o cannot be fuppofed to fall within the Compafs
of any one Man’s Capacity, yet is it the Duty of
every Man, in time of need, to contribute fome-
thing, though in part only, and by way of Ef-
fay. As fuch, the following Propofals are of-

fered.
PROPOSALS.

1. To take off our unequal Taxes and oppref-
five Excifes, and to lay one Tax on the Confu-

mers of Luxuries.
11. To take off our Cuftoms, and make all our

Ports free.

1. To abolith our Monopolies, unite Ireland,
and put 2ll the Subjeéls in thefe three Kingdoms
on the fame Footing in Trade.

IV. To withdraw the Bounties on exported
Corn, and ere& publick Magazines in every

County.
V. ~To difcourage Idlenefs, by well-regulating

our Poor.

VI. To make our Silver the current legal Mo-
ney only, at a fix’d Rate, and let Gold find its
own Value.

Vil. To prevent expenfive Law-Suits ruining
Traders, by ere&ting Court-Merchants in Trading
Towns.

VIII. To pay off our Debts by publick Bonds,
bearing Intereft, negotiable by Indorfement, and
liquidating part of our Debts yearly.

IX. To encourage our Plantations in raifing

Growths,
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Growths, by permitting their exportation dire&ly
to any part of Eurape.

To ere@& a Drawing-School at the Publick
Expence, and not fuffer the French to be the only
Pe;(prle of’fraf’ce and Invention.

. To improve the Navigation of i
as far as they are capable. : our Rivers

Firfl andSecond? R O P OS A LS.

_To lay One Tax on the Confumers of Luxu-
Ecs [,{ and take off all our other Taxes, Excifes, and
uftems ; and when thatisd
puftoms 5 is done, to make all our
As the Money-Affair is alwa
] ; ys the grand Ob-
je&t, fomethmg, by way of Equivalent,g muft be
given for the Taxes taken off; as fuch, the fol-
lowing Scheme is offered.

A PROPOSAL for raifing one only Tax on the Con-
Sumers of Luxuries.

It is hereby propofed, That all Perfons ufing,
wearing, or drinking the following Articles of
Luxury as particularly fpecified, be obliged to
take outa Licence yearly, paying each one Sub-
fidy for each Article of Three Half pence in the
Pound only, on the computed Income they
fhould have to fupport the Station of Life they
voluntarily place themfelves in, by the Article of
Luxury they ufe, wear, or drink, as by the Ex-
ample underneath.
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Computed Incomes
1. Perfonskeeping2Coach- }8000—\

es and Six for their Ufe,
2. Ulfing Difhes or Plates
of Silver at their Tables,
commonly called Ser-
vices of Plate,
3. Keeping a Coach and
gix for their Ufe,

Four for their Ufe,

5. Keeping a Coach and} 800

Two for their Ufe,

4000

}zooo
4. Keeping a Coach and } 100

N. B. Chariots, Four-wbheel
Chaifes, &c. are included 7

the Term Coach.

6. Wearing Jewels for
their Drefs,befidesNeck-
Laces, Solitaires, Rings,
or Ear-Rings,

. Keeping a ScdanChair% 800

for their Ule,

8. Wearing Gold and Sil-
ver, Men on their Coats,
and Women on their
Gowns.

their Sideboards or Ta-
bles, not havingServices,

10. Ufing China Services
of Difhes and Plates at
their Tables,

9. Ufing Silver Plate for
% 500

Solitaires of Jewels for
their Drefs, befides Rings
or Ear-Rings,

12, Keeping a Chair or
Chaife with one Horfe
for their Ufe, D 3

11. Wearing Necklaces or}

;

800

the Pound

nce 1n

?

500

At Three Halph-pe

500

250

250 |
J

A

s

2
f

L

77
s. d.

50 00 ©

25 00 O

12 10 ©

06 o5 ©

0§ ©0 ©

0§ 00 ©
03 02 9

03 02 9

03 02 6
or 11 3

o1 11 3
Com-
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Computed Incomes & & 4.

Houfes, Lodging, or o0 12 6

13. DrinkingWinein their R
100
Service, }

14. Wearing Gold or Sil-
ver for their Drefs, ex-
cept on Coats, Gowns,
Hats, or Shoes,

15. Wearing Jewels ing
}

00 12 6

Rings or Ear-Rings, 00 12 6

16. Ufing no Silver Plate
but Spoons,

17. DrinkingBrandy,Rum
or any Spirits, in Houfe,
Lodging, or Service,

18. Drinking Tea, Coftee,

oo 06 3

co o6 3

v
At Three Half-pence in the Pound,

or Chocolate, in Houfe,

' ©o 03 It
Lodging, or Service,

[

All Articles of the fame Degree, or under the
Article paid for, are included in it.

Hufbands to pay for their Wives the 3 of the
Article they pay for themfelves, to entitle them
to ufe the fame.

Fathers or Mothers (if no Father) to pay for
each Child under Age the i of the Article they
pay for themfelves, to intitle them to ufe the
fame.

Bachelors to be double-taxed, if of 21 Years
of Age.

No Perfons keeping Publick-Houfes to have
Mufick, Nine-pins, Shuffle-boards, Cock-pits,
Card, Dice, Draught-playing, or any Gaming in
their Houfes, Out-houfes, Sheds, Yards, Gardens
or Grounds, for Money or Liquors, except they
pay in the fame manner as the Perfons ufing Ar-
ticle 9. Thefe People being the great Encour-

agers of Idlenefs, Luxury, and Gaming, the great
Corruptors
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Corruptors of the common People, Servants, La-
bourers, and Manufacturers, out of whofe Induf-
try the idle live, to the Ruin of many poor Fa-
milies, and are a great Caufe of the vaft Increafe
of the Poor’s Tax.

It is not pretended that every Article of Luxury
neceflary to be taxed is here hit on,with the fe-
veral Rates proper to belaid on each 3 fuch things
are too prefumptuous for any privace Man, and
befit only the Wifdom of the Legiflature: All
that is here attempted is only to givea Specimen
of one Tax on the Confumers of Luxury only,
the Method of raifing it, with fome Remarks on
the Benefits arifing thereby to the Nation.

The Method of raifing this Tax.

The Receiver-General of every County to keep
zn open Office to receive this Tax, during the
Months of Fanuary and February, April and May,
Fuly and  Auguft, October and November, in the
moft convenient Town in each County; and to
caufe Attendance to be given on fuch Days in the
Week as the Commiffioners fhall judge neceflary.

All Perfons to bring or fend their Money to the
Receiver-General’s Office in their County, with a
fair written Note, containing the Name of the
County, Town, and Parifh, their Titles or Names,
Places of Abode, Wives, and Number of Chil-
dren under Age: with the Number, Title, and
Amount of the Article they pay for Subfidies.

Every Receiver-General to deliver to the Per-
fons, paying their Subfidies, 2 Licence for that
Year, in which the above Defcriptions fhall be
fpecified.

All Perfons paying their Subfidies in the Months
of Fanuary and February, to have 3 per Cent. on

their Licences allowed them ; in the Months of
April
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April and May, 2 per Cent, in the Months of Fuly
and Auguft, 1 per Cent. and no Allowance after-
wards ; whereby it will be the People’s Intereft
to raife theSubfidies with the greateft Expedition.

All Perfons before the End of the Year muft
regifter their Licences with the Church-wardens
of the Parifh they live in; Perfons living in Ex-
traparochial Places, to regifter their Licences in
the Parifh neareft to their Dwellings.

Perfons having Houfes of Refidence in feveral
Parifhes to regifter their Licence in each Parifh,
paying their Parifh Taxes, Lodgers, and Ser-
vants, to regifter their Licences only in one
Parith,

One or both Church-wardens to attend at the
Veltry every Wednefday at Ten in the Morning, to
regifter the Licences of the Year, receive the Mo-
ney for Parifh Rates, and give Receipts on the
Back of the Licences; to attend there fuch a
Number of Hours as the Veftry fhall judge necef-
fary, whereby needlefs Attendance from their pri-
vate Affairs will be avoided,

Church-wardens not regiftering Licences as be-
fore dire&ed, and tendered before Witnefles, to
pay themfelves the Penalty incurred by their Ne-

le&t.
¢ Church-wardens to keep a feparate Account of
all thofe Licences which have not the Name of
their Parith and are brought to be regiftered on
account of Parifh Taxes, by Perfons having more
than one Houfe of Refidence.

Church-wardens to depofite in the Veftry, on
the firt Day of Fanuary, the laft Year’s Regifter
of Licences in their Parifh, for the Infpe&ion of
the Parithioners, and to form a Judgment of the
Income of the Parifh,

After the firft Regifter, as above, is delivered
in, the Veftry of every Parith within fourteen

Days
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their Expences for the current
Poor, Scavanger, &¢. and }:jow

L in the Pound on the Licences computed to
}r?cuiegilﬁred in the current Year will fully defray
them, and order the fame to bepaid to the

hurch-wardens by publick Notice. -
¢ I‘:T:;:Perfon to be liable to pay any Parifh Taxes

tever, by any other Rate. ‘
Wh(alff;:crh-vgardeyns after the firft Year not tore-

i Perfon’s Licence, until they have re-
feli{'ti:i at?m);ir Parifh Rates, on the Penalty of pay-
ing the faid Rates themfelves.

Perfons not regiftring their Licences as :.aforc-
faid, before the End of the Year, for the hnghe'ﬂ“.
Article of Luxury they themfelves gfe, their
Wives, or Children under Age, to forfeit on CO“‘_
vi&ion five Pounds, and three times the Sum's not
paid for Subfidies and Parifh Taxes, to be divided
as follows 3  to their Parith to eafe theif Rates,
and . to the Receiver-General.

Tjhe Receiver-General to pay no Money but
into the Exchequer, on the Pemalty of sool. to

- mer.
thEII‘l?zo}tlcceiver-Genera], or his Deputy, not to
fue the County for a Robbery, unlefs the Perfons
carrying the Money be threein a Company.

The Receiver General to fend up his Accou.nts
to the Exchequer, of every two Months Recexpts
as foon as poﬁible, dedu&ing from thc Sum rc:
ceived 100 L foehhis Salary for one Year, and }

. for his Charges. |
perTC}':thfmmiﬂioner; of the Land-Tax to be the

Commiflhioners of this, for each County.

No Perfon after the firlt Year who does not pay
for Article Ninc, capable to l?c a Comm'lﬁioner.

Veftries may order any in the Pan{hc‘s thcy
fufpe&t of not bhaving regiftered, or fully paid their

/ s Subfidies, to be apprehended by their
lat Year’s oubil Loy their

Days to compute
Year for Watch,



82 An EssaY on the Caufes of the

Conftable or Beadle, and carried before one of
the Commiffioners of the County to be examined
and fuch Perfons not producing their laft Year's
Ll.cence, and Church-warden’s Receipt or Ref
ceipts, and not proving that the faid Licence w
for the higheft Article they ufed, or elfe that th:s
had not any Article to pay, not having ufed an y
the faid Perfons not clearing themfelves to the Sy ,
tls_faéhon of the Commiffioner, to be by him con?-
mitted to the Houfe of Corre@ion, to appear ;:
the next Commiflioners Sittings unlefs the d§
pofit the Penalty in the Commiflioners Hand)s’ o;
give Security to appear at the faid Sittings. ’

Perfons giving Security, or depofiting the Pe-
nalty, to regifter their Names, and the Names of
th?lr Sureties, or the Sums depofited, at the Re-
ceiver-Generals Office for the County before the
firt Day of the Commiffioners Sittings ; otherwife
to proceed againft as guilty.

Keepers of Houfes of Correltion to deliver into
the Receiver-General’s Office before the firft Da
?t t}f\; Commiffioners Sittings, a Lift of the Per):

ons Names in their Cull i -
fons Names 1n ody, committed by the

The Receiver-General, or his Deputy, to make
a Regifter of all Perfons Names committed, de-
pofiting, or giving Security ; to be laid befor’e the
Commiflioners at their Sittings; to attend there
as their Clerk, and record the Proceedings.

Commiflioners to fit to hear Caufes in the Town
th> Receiver-General keeps  his Office in, during
the Months of Adarch, Fune, September ,and De-
cemb:r, ’

Every Commiflioner to take an Oath in open
Court the firlt Day he fits, that he will vote ac-

cordinz to Jultice, without Favouror Partiality ;
otherwife to have no Vote. ’
Commiflionres
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s every Day they meet to choofe

who fhall colle&t the Votes, and
ral, or his Deputy, to

Commiflioner
their Prefident,
order the Receiver-Gene

record the Proceedings.
Three or more Commiffioners to makea Court,

and determine Caufes by majority of Vote, if the
Votes are equal, the Defendant to be difmift.

In all Caufes determined by a lefs Number than
feven Commiffioners, there may be an Appeal to
{even or more, whofe determination to be final.

No Commiffioner to have any Vote in his own
Caufe.

Perfons convifted, not paying the Penalty, to
be fent to the Houfe of Corrcélion, and kept to
hard Labour during the Space of Six Montbhs.

Perfons depofiting, or giving Security, not ap-
pearing to be proceeded againft as guilty, their
Depofit to be forfeited, and paid as dire&ted, or
Diftre(s-Warrants iffued out againft them and their

Securities, to levy the Penalty.
And two or more Commiflioners to determine

" Differences about Diftrefs.

Perfons whofe Caufes are delayed by any Negleét
of the Receiver-General, or Keeper of a Houfe of
Corre&ion, to petition the Commiflioners for
Satisfaction to be made them by the faid Perfons
for what Lofs they may have fuftained thereby,
which the Commiflioners may award at their Dif-
cretion.

The Receiver-General of every County within
three Months after the End of every Year to pub-
lith his Accounts, fhewing the Sums reccived the
preceding Year from each Parifh of his County,
and how he hath accounted with the Exchequer for
the fame, and to dcliver when demanded at the
Price, of 2s. €d. one of the faid Accounts, to
every Commiffioner and Church-warden in the

County, on the Penalty of 5./, for cach Refufal:
A»nd
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And one to be tranfmitted to the King’s Remem-

brancer’s Office in the Exchequer.

_The Receiver- General not accounting with the
Exchequer for the whole Money he receives, to
forfeit on convi&ion, to every Parifh whofe Sums
he hath given in fhort, 5/ and three times the
Sum received in that Parith and not accounted for
to eafe their Rates. Church-wardens to prefer
their Complaints againft the Receiver-GcnerSl be-

fore the Commiflioners in open Court.

Church-wardens to depofit in the Veftry one of

the Receiver-General’ i
e Regiltor by, s Accounts to cxamine
Before making any Remarks on t

ariﬁng by this Propofal, the gener}:l’ijzzf?::
againft the Poflibility of carrying into Execution
any Tax on Luxuries, arifing from the fuppofeci
Evafion and Fraud fuch a Tax is liable to, muft
be firft removed : In order to effe& which, Iho e
to convince the Reader by the fo]lowing’ cong.
derations, that this Tax by its very Nature and
Method of raifing, is fo far from being liable to.
the above Obje&ion, that itis on the contrar
capable of a more exa& and equal Colle&ion tha.g
any Tax we have at prefent. |

Firfl, By its Nature: For what every Perfon

fhop‘.d pay, muft be publickly known: Friends
Neighbours, and Servants, muft fee whether w:
drink Wine, Tea, Brandy, &¢ in our Houfes
Lodgings, Services, or no; and as to our Finef
ries, it is our Intent they fhould be manifeft, fo
that Concealments are almoft impofiible. ’

Secondly, By the Method of raifing.

Which obliges all Parifh Rates to be raifed at
the fame time and in the fame manner, for it is
very obfervable that moft People are more prying
into the Proportion they themfelves or their

Neighbours
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Neighbours pay for Parifh Rates, than into any
Taxes raifed for the Government: therefore, as
by this Method no Perfon can pay any Parith
Taxes at all, until they have paid their Subfidies
to the Government, nor pay lefs than their Due
to the Parifh without making their Neighbours pay
more than their Dues, and proving befides the
Difproportion paid to the Government, which muft
appear by a Regifter open to the Infpe&ion of all
the Parifh, whereby every one can, and will keep
a particular Eye upon his Neighbours, to fee not
only that they pay, but that they pay fair; and
the Veftry can and will keep a general Watch on
all, in order to eafe their Rates by the Fines of
Delinquents.

Which allowing no private Reward to Inform-
ers, no Scandal can be incurred by any Perfons
moving in the Veftry to dete& the Fraudulent;
whereas at prefent the Chara&er of an Informer
being odious, the Taxes grievous, the Concern
not general, and Informations requiring Attend-
ance and Trouble, there is the greateft Remifl-
nefs poffible in bringing to light the Frauds in the
Revenue, no Perfon of Credit either out of Buft-
nefs, or of a different Bufinefs, does now inform
againft any Trader for defrauding the Cuftoms or
Excife; People do not care to give themfelves the
Trouble of meddling where they think they have
no Concern. But by this Method of Taxing,
the Trouble of attending the Veftry on Parith Af-
fairs ferves for this, and every one is concerned
in point of Entereft and Honour to dete& Frauds;
Intereft with regard to himfelf, and Honour with
regard to his Neighbours, by taking care that the
Fnnocent do not fuffer for the Guilty.

Which dire@s the Receiver-General’s Accounts
to be publifhed, whereby every Veftry will have a

Check to examine its Regifter by, and dete&t
Fraudss
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Frauds; for if any Perfon does not pay at all to

the Government, his Name will be wanting both
in the Receiver-General’s Account and his Parifh-
Regifter ; if he does not pay enough, the Defici-
ency will appear againft his Name in both ; if he
pays to the Government but not to his Parifh, his
Name will appear in the Receiver-General’s Ac-
count, but be wanting in his Parifh-Regifter ; if
a forged Licence is regiftered, the Perfon’s Name
will be wanting in the Receiver-General’s Ac-
count ; if the Receiver-General conceals any of
the Money, the Parifh-Regifter detefs it, and he
incurring a Penalty to that Parifh, it will not fail
to proceed againft him. The Receiver-General’s
Account checks the Regifter, and they him, both
in his Receipts and Payments.  Perfons of For-
tune who will pay the largeft Sums by having
Houfes of Refidence in more Parifhes than one,
will have an additional Check on them in each
Parifh where their Licences muft be regiftered, to
make them pay fair.

Which givingtof the Fines of Delinquents to
the Receiver-General, makes it become his Inte
reft as well as Duty, to make his Accounts as
publick as poflible to dete& Frauds.

Which laying the Onus probandi on the fufpelted
Perfon, will make every one endeavour to appear
fair, in order to avoid the Trouble and Expence
that Sufpicion will make him liable to.

Which makes it not worth while for the lower
Clafs of People to attempt Frauds ; afive Pound
Penalty and three times the Sums unpaid, are too
great Rifks to avoid paying a Trifle, which like~
wife Tubje&t them to the Jealoufy of their Com-
rades, who will look out fharp to prevent others
from fhifting their Burdens to their Backs ; wher:
Money is fcarce, the greater care is taken in pay-
ing no more than is due : Befides, thefe People

beiny
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‘o often quarrelling, will revenge themfelves by
BZ::gting eagh other’s%‘rauds 5 -fo that a few being
made Examples of at ficft, will fhew the reft the

robability of efcaping.
ImIp know ofy no TaI:c at prefent having fo many
Checks nor fo many Perfons interefted to detect
Frauds as this, confequently none fo capable of
an exa& and equal Colle@ion ; for if thofe who
pay fair won’t dete€t the Fraudulent, they muft
pay the Deficiency themfelves, whereby they pu-
nith themfelves for their own Neglect : Deteét or

is the Cafe. ‘
pa{lemarks on the Benefits arifing by this Pro-
po%};:ﬂ, The Government by this Method need
pever borrow any Money, nor have the ufual
Claufes of Credit every Year, V\{hercby Part of th.c
Expence of advanced Money will be faved, for it
being the Intereft of all to pay as foon as they
can, the greateft Part would be raifed the firft four
or five Months, and by thus giving fpeedy Vigour,
add Weight to our Refolutions. '

Secondly, All Perfons tax themfelves voluntarily,
than which nothing can be eafier or more equal,
and an eafy equal Way of raifing Taxes will al-
ways produce the moft Money and the feweft

\ urs.

M?br:';dly, Thofe that would abate of their Taxes
may abate of their Luxury, as thofe that won’t
pay' for a Licence to keep a Co_ach and f{ix Horfes,
may keep only four, or a pait, and pay for no
more, or need not keep any, nor dgmk Wine,
Tea, Brandy, & in Houfes, Lodging, or Se'r-
vice, neither wear on their Garments Gold or Sil-
ver, nor wear Jewels, nor ufe Plate, and fo not
pay any thing, confequently no Individual can be
opprefled, an Advantage that no People in Europe

t prefent.
have atp Fouythly
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Fourthly, When it is propofed to oblige all Per-~
fons to take out a Licence to drink Wine, Tea,

Brandy, &c. in Services, as well as Houfes and.

Lodgings, it is done to mend our Servants Man-
ners, by curing their Luxury, or making them
pay for it.

Fifthly, Few that can afford to live high will re-
trench, thofe that cannot afford it fhould be ob-
liged to it, this will be a Sumptuary-Law to keep
all People in their proper Stations, and prevent
the Ruin of feveral; it will reform, as well as
raife Money fufficient.

Sixthly, When it is propofed that all Bachelors
of Twenty-one Years of Age fhould be double
taxed, it 1s done as well to proportion all Pay-
ments as equally as poffible to Peoples Situation
In Ll.f'e or Circumftances, as alfo to encourage
Marriages; for though Bachelors are double tax-
ed, yet they will then not pay equal to the Mar-
ried-men, who pay their Wives Taxes as well as
their own, and may-be fome Childrens, confe-
quently compared with Bachelors, are atleaft dou-
ble taxed ; for thefe laft may, if they pleafe, al-
ways live equal to a Married-man with half the
Expence, and have not that anxious neceflary
Care of faving, to provide for the prefent as well
as future well-being of their Families ; add to

which this political Truth, that Inhabitants being
the Riches of a Country, and Marriage a Preven-
tion of Debauchery, all wife States have made it
their Care to difcourage Celibacy : In particular
the Switzers will not fuffer a Bachelor to enjoy
any Balliage, and the fuperior Rank there being
almoft a!l Married, make the Inferior be fo too ;
fo great is the force of Example, and accounts
for their Country, though fmall, being fo very
populous. Whereas, one of the Reafons why
England is not fo, is the abandoned loofe Lives

our
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our fingle People lead, whereby they get 2 difre-
lith to the Married-ftate, and are enervated by
Debauchery, which unlefs remedied muft render
us a poor defpicable depopulated Nation 5 1t 18
therefore the higheft Policy to make Marriage
fathionable by the Example of the Rich, fince it
tends fo much to the Publick Good, and the
Grandeur of our Country.

Seventhly, But the greateft Benefit of all is, .that
this Propofal hath not thofe extending, permicious,
Trade-deftroying Confequences of our prefent
Taxes ; for it will not raife the Value of any one
Commodity, but rather by checking Luxury, the
Bane of Virtue and Induftry, we fhall become 2
rich and fourithing People. In vain would the
lugurious Tradefman lay the Expences of his
Coach, his Wine, his P.ate, or his Laces, on
the Prices of his Goods ; his frugal Neighbour,
who indulged not himfelf in thofe Vanities, would
fo much underfell him, that he could have no
Trade; and while the former declined, the latter
would be raifing an Eftate able to afford him all
the Gaieties of Lifc independent of his Bufinefs :
and Tradefmen fhould wait for Vanities until they
have raifed Eftates to fupport them.

Eighthly, The firft Year or two, perhaps, will
not demonftrate the exa& Produce this Tax may
give, on account of the Receivers not being fuf-
ficiently verfed in their Bufinefs ; the Evafions
that wicked People may make to defraud, which
feldom can be intirely guarded againft until they
appear ; or the Confideration that the firft Year’s
Tax being the only one that will be felt, will be
the fhorteft ; for one Subfidy being laid on the
firlt Year, nothing can be taken off until that Pro-
duce appears. which will not be until the fecond
Year, but then 64. in the Pound may be taken

off Land, and as many of the other "Faxes on
Com-
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Commodities as that Subfidy hath provided for 3
fo that until all our other Taxes are fupplied by

this, in every Year following the People will have

remitted to them in the Taxes on Land and Ne-
ceflaries, with their Confequences, more than an
Equivalent for what they paid the foregoing Year,
whereby they will be enabled yearly to pay more
to this Tax ; fo that every Year’s Subfidy muft in-
creafe, and the Government have 2lways in Ad-
vance one Subfidy ; the firft whereof, though it
will be the fhorteft, yet, confidering the Luxury
of the Age, upon a moderate Computation may
produce about a Million to carry on the prefent
‘War, and thereby prevent increafing the National
Debts, or raifing additional Taxes on Commodi-
ties, todrive away that little Trade we have left.

Whatever appears moft burdenfome fhould be
the firft taken off, fuch as the Duties on Sope,
Candles, Salt, Coals, or foreign Materials.of Ma-~
-nufatture.

Ninthly, This Propofal being different from the
Method of raifing Taxes now ufed, and defigned
to take off our prefent Oppreflions, every body
will be Gainers, the poor Manufa&urer will not
pay any thing, nor fhould he : but here then will
appear a fort of Paradox, the Rich proportionably
are to pay all the Taxes, yet each of them to have
befides a particular Gain by it; To folve this, we
may fairly divide the Rich into three Clafles, viz.
Landholders, T'raders, and Stockholders.

Tenthly, To begin with Landholders : Suppofe
a Gentleman to have an Eftate of 1000/, per Aun.
that this War-time the Land-Tax is 4s. in the
Pound,. but he being in an eafy rated County pays
but 25 in the Pound, which amounts to 100/
in lieu of which Land-tax, Excifes, Cuftoms, &,
are allowed for this fame Time of War eight Sub-

fidies,
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fidies, prefuming they would raife a Sum equal to
the Amount of our prefent Duties : .
Suppofe then this Gentleman to pay by this
Propofal.
For himfelf, 8 Subfidies for
the Article 4, is - £ 500000
For his Wife the £ of what

he pays - - 12 10 0O
For four Children § each of
what he pays - 25 00 00

87 10 00
He remains a clear Gainer £ 12 10 00
e e

By this it appears, that where the Land-tax in
War} time is IIDJ}L)IC half paid, fuch a Landholder
hereby faves 12/, I10s.

But thofe Gentlemen who have borne the une-
qual Burden of the Land-tax for many Years,
paying from 2s. even up to 45 1N the Pound,
will be thereby greatly relieved, enabled to live
better, and fo add to the Amount of this Propo-

fal. o
The following great Advantages arife likewife

to the Land-holders. .

The Difference in the Price of Neceflaries,
when the Taxes on them are taken off, muft be
much fuperior to the above Subfidies ; for the
prefent Taxes, and their Confequences, 'affe& the
Landholders above 13s. in the Pound, vide p. 5T.

The Poor’s Rates, fo heavy a Burden on the
Land at prefent, will be hereby reduced to 2
mere Trifle. : .

The Rents of Lands will be better paid when
the Farmers areeafed of their heavy Taxes.

The Farmers will be likewife more able to 1m=
prove the Lands they rent.

Eafy equal Taxes increafe Trade, and Trade

increafes Rents,
Well-
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Well-paid increafed Rents will augment the
Capitals of thofe that have Occafion to fell their
Lands.

Land untaxed muft yield a confiderable better
Price than when heavily taxed, as at prefent.

All which duly confidered it may be afferted,
That upon this Propofal’s being pafled into a Law,
every Landholder will a&ually find the Value of
his Eftate at leaft doubled.

Eleventhly, With refpe&t to the Trader.

The Difference in the Price of Neceflaries,
when the Taxes on them are taken off, muft be
much fuperior to the Subfidies he fhould pay for
Luxuries ; I fay fhould, for he need pay no more
than he pleafes, or can afford, as appears by the
fourth Remark ; fo he cannot be opprefied.

This puts him in a better Situation than any of
our Rivals in Commerce, who all pay Taxes on
Neceflaries, always aitended with fome Oppref-
fions.

When thofe Taxes that are Burdens upon our
T'rade are removed, then may we fend our Manu-
faCtures to Foreign Markets as cheap or cheaper
than our Neighbours, whereby loft Markets may
be recovered, and new ones found out.

The Demand for our Goods muft hereby in-
creafe at thofe Markets where at prefent they have
fome Vent.

An increafing Demand makes profitable Sales
and quick Returns.

Quick Returns are the Sou}l of Commerce, and
enable the Merchant to give conftant Employment
to all our working Hands.

Commiffions for Buying will be always fent by
Foreigners to the cheapeft Markets, and the
cheaper they are the more Commiffions they may

- expecél, A
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A flourifhing Commerce will enable the Trader
to live more comfortably for the prefent, and at
the fame time lay up a future Provifion for him-
felf and Family.

Our rival Naighbours, fome of whom are our
natural Enemies, and the beft but felf-interefted
Friends, will find the Scene fhifted upon them
from their rifing and our finking, I meanin Trade,
the greateft Blefling that can happen to a People ;
for, as a late Patriot obferved, it brings Food and
Nourifment to a Nation, preferves and increafes its
Stock, and difiributes a convenient Portion of Mainte-
nance to every Part of it.

Twelfthly.  Laftly, in regard to the Stock-
holder. . .

His Gain will appear by confidering that this
Propofal being calculated to raife as large or larger
Fund, in a more eafy and equal manner than all
our other Taxes.

He will be more certain than he is now, in this
or any time of War, of his Intereft being duly

aid.

d He will be better fecured in the Value or Reim-
burfement of his Capital.

He will reft affured that the Government will
never be driven to lay a Tax onthe Funds, which
would not only leflen his Income, but confiderably
diminifh the Price of his Capital ; and if even the
prefent moft juft and neceflary War fhould conti-
nue, with the Taxes in the prefent deftructive
Shape, what elfe can be left to tax ? Surely our
declining Trade can bear no more, nor Land a-
bove 4s. .

By this Propofal he will gain Security ; no fmall
Confideration.

Even the Difference in the Price of Neceflaries,
when the Taxes on them are taken off, muft be

' more
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more Advantage than any mere Stockholder will
or need pav for Luxuries.

Thirteenthly, As by this Propofal the Rich will
pay all with Advantage even to themfelves, fo the
Poor will receive great Benefit.

They will be able to work as cheap as Foreign.
ers at leaft, and confequently monopolize the ma-
nufa@uring their own Wool.

They will have leffer Wages, but of more Va-
lue, 4d. per Day untaxed being more than 64,
charged with 34. for Taxes.

They will have more conftant Employment by
working cheaper, confequently a better Mainte-
nance.

They will have Foreigners fettling here conti-
nually to teach them new Branches of Trade.

They -will not be drove by Neceflity to fly their
Country, to flarve, beg, or fteal.

They will find better Support in their Misfor-
tunes, when their Superiors are in a more flou-
rifbing way.

They will have more Opportunities of rifing to
be Matfters, or feeing their Children become fuch.

Fourteenthly, If it thould be afked, How, by this
Propofal, a larger Fund than our prefent Taxes
can be more eafily raifed ?

The Anfwers are, That no Extenfion of Subfi-
dies for any Sum of Money equal to what the Go-
vernment now annually raifes, can be fo grievous
to the Subjefts as the confequential extending
Burden of our prefent Taxes on Commodities on=
ly, exclufive of the Land-tax,

Therefore, if the Subje&ts can fave by raifing
larger Sums for the Service of the Government,
there can be no doubt of their doing it.

It is remarked, with great Humour, as well as
“Cruth, that a Prince who draws his Revenues from

the Vanities of bis Subjects, will be richer than another
whe

Decline of the FOoREIGN TRADE, 95

who hath Mines of Gold, becaufe Vanity is an inex-
hauftible Mine ; to which I beg Leave to add, that
it is worked much the eafieft, and is exally the
Affair now offered to the Confideration of the
Publick.

Though all feel, yet as thofe who are opprefled
more immediately by our prefent Taxes, viz. our
People in Trade, will be hereby revived ; an in-
creafing Trade will bring in fuch a Flow of
Wealth, as will make our Lands ftill more valu-
able, and our People rich ; Riches will make
them gay, and Gaiety will make them pay larger,
if equal ‘eafy Taxes;  therefore this Propofal muft
prove a growing Fund, and produce every Year
more and more to fupport the King and Nation in
fo great a Figure, and raife us to fuch-a formida-
ble Height of Power that we may be the Envy or
Dread of all our Rivals, and an Overmatch for
any one Nation in Eurape,

Befides, this Tax will leflen the Expences of
the Government by untaxing Commodities, which
of courfe makes them cheap, therefore every
thing will be to be purchafed with lefs Money, all
Provifions, Ammunition, Naval Stores, &’c come
cheaper to the Government; Sailors, Soldiers,

Placemen, and Penfioners, be enabled to live up-
‘on lefs Wages as well as they now do ; fo that

this Method making the Money raifed go the fur-
ther, the fewer Subfidies will fuffice, two or three
Millions may do as much as four or five Millions
now ; therefore the Government can never be
ftraitned, nor the People opprefled.

Laftly, This Tax will increafe the Civil Lift ;
for as Goods grow cheap, Money goes the fur-
ther ; therefore the prefent Civil Lift of 800,000/
per Annum, may go as far, and be as valuable as

one of 1,200,000/, or more, And the Value of
the
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the Pay of Officers and of the Salaries of Places
increafe in the fame Proportion.
Fifteenthly, Of the Benefits arifing by a Free-

port-trade.

By which I mean, that all forts of Merchandize |

be imported and exported at all times without
paying any Cuftoms or Fees.

1. It will increafe Trade.

By increafing the Number of Merchants; for
fmall Stocks ferve where there are no Cuftoms to
pay, and there are ten People of fmall Fortunes
in Trade to one of a great one; the more there
are, the lefs liable are they to combine together to
impofe on the People extravagant Prices for their
Goods, to fupport themfelves in Luxuries.

By increafing the Capitals of our Merchants;
for if they pay 4 or  of their Capitals for Cuftoms,
they can trade but for the z or § left ; but when
they have no Cuftoms to pay, they can carry on a
greater Trade with the fame Stocky' fell their Im-
ports cheaper, have more Money to buy up the
fuperfluous Produce of our Lands, and give better
Encouragement to our Manufaéturers,

By making our Country an Univerfal Storehoufe ;
for when our Merchants have no Cuftoms to ad-
vance, they will be importing continually upon
Speculation for better Markets all forts of Goods
that were to be fold cheap in all Parts of the
World, whereby fuch fortible Cargoes as were
vendible to Advantage, being always ready to
feize the favourable Opportunity, would be as
continually exporting, giving Employment to a
vaft number of Watermen, Carmen, Porters,
Coopers, Packers, &'c. befides fupplying hereby
our own Manufa&ures with 2ll foreign Neceflaries
and Materials in the cheapeft manner. To which
may be added, that where the beft Affortments of

Goods
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Goods are to be bad, there will be the greateft
Trade, one Sort helping off another, confequent-
ly vaft Quantities of our swn Commodities will be
required to affort our Imports of Foreign Goods,
and be exported with them. A Free Port caufes
the beft Affortments of Goods, confequently a
Free Port caufes a great Exportation of Home-
Commodities.

By increafing our Navigation ; this is 2 Confe-
quence of the laft Obfervation ; for by the vaft
Quantitics of Goods continually going out and
coming in, we muft bave an immenfe Number of
Ships conftantly employed, and feldom fend them
out in Ballaft ; and whenever our Sailors are eafed
of their Taxes, they will be able to navigate as
cheap, or cheaper than any; and being indifputa-
bly the moft able and expert in Europe, muft have
a great Share in the Greenland and He:ring Fifh-
ing Trades, and in the Navigation of the Baltick,
with other Nations thofe Navigations are vaftly
increafed by thofe Trades ; all which, joined to
our Mediterranean Trade, would make us the chie
Carriers of Europe. f

By increafing the Vent of our Goods abroad ;
fot all foreign Neceflaries and Materials coming a
great deal cheaper to our People, who having no
Taxes they need pay at Home (if our Monopolies
were but once abolithed) our Labour would be fo
cheap, that we could fend all our Goods to fo-
reign Markets cheaper than any People, by rea-
{fon of our fuperior natural Advantages; and our
Woollen Manufa&ures in particular could be fold
for half the Price they can be afforded now, as
will be proved hereafter. It is a jult Obfervation
of Sir William Temple, in his Account of HHolland,
There is no Sort of Goods but what will find a Market
at one Priceor another, and they will he Mafters of it
that can afford it cheapeft. It fhould therefore be

our
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our chief Study to make all our Goods bear only
their natural Value, which nothing contributes
more to than a Free-port-Trade : Add to which,
that our Merchants being enabled to barter away
our Goods for whatever Commodities they could
find in any Gountry where Money was fcarce,
muft increafe their Sale prodigioufly.

By putting all Traders on the fame fair Foot-
ing ; for where no Cuftoms are to be paid, Smug-
gling muft ceafe.

By preventing the Smuggling of our Wool,
without Regiftries, Dragoons, or Cruizers; for
our Labour being rendered cheap by the Reducti-
on of Taxes, and Freedom of Trade, we could
manafacure our own Wool to greater Advantage
than the Dutch and French 3 for where Labour is
upon a Par, thofe People who are forced to give
10 or 15 per Cent, advance on the Price of our
“Wool, cannot trade at all; befides the vaft Vent
a Free-port-trade would enable our Merchants to
give our Woollens, by their low Price and good
Quality, muft fecere us that Manufaure, raife
the Price of our Wool, and keep it at Home.

By gaining us the Herring-Fifhery, for the
Dutch having Liberty to fell their Fith on the Coafts
of England would {nap at fuch a Market, and fome
of them fettle with us of neceflity, by trading on
the beft Footing ; for thofe who would not fettle,
muft make two expenfive hazardous Voyages, one
back to Halland to cure and Pack the Fifh, and
the other from thence to the Coafts of Britain,
to fell them, efpecially the Weft-Coafts, which
thofe fettled here would be free from, and the
Dutch, by living among our People muft inftruct
them in the Trade.

By fecuring to_us all Growths, Fifheries, and
Manufa&ures the Nation is capable of ; for what
French or Dutch Growers, Fithers, or Manufatu-

rers
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rers could pay Taxes at Home ? the Charges of
Package, putting on Board, Freight, Tnfurance,
Poftage of Letters, relanding, houftng, Ware-
houfe rent, and Commiffion on their Gocds to
fell to our People, being Growers, Fifhers, or
Manufaurers themfelves, untaxed, free from the
above Charges, and bleffed with fuperior natural
Advantages, it is ridiculous to {uppofe it ; unlefs
that in the beginning of a Free-port-trade, the
Demand for our Goods fhould be fo great, that
we fhould fell what fhould be our own Supply, and
content ourfelves with inferior Sorts of Goods
from abroad, as the Dutch do.

The farther Benefit that Trade receives by a
Free-port, thc Reader will find in the Anfwers to
the Obje&ions raifed by fome Authors againft it,
which will be confidered hereafter.

2. Tt will employ our Poor.

This is 2 Confequence of the laft Remark ; for
WecelTaries and Materials being by a Free-port-
trade, and the Redu&ion of Taxes, rendered
cheap, Labour muft be fo too; and by the fame
Caufes the Vent of our Goods be enlarged, the
Poor find conftant Employment on the Wool we
fhall keep at Home, on the Hemp and Flax we
fhall raife, in all Manufa&ures we are capable of,
in the Herring and Greenland Fitheries, and in the
Increafe of our Navigation by the great Demand
for Sailors, fo that none can want Employment
that will not be idle.  Holland is an Example of
this, whofe Cuftoms are fo low that their Trade
is almoft free, and there is no Country in the
World where the Poor are fo well employed, or in
Sicknefs better provided for.

It is a juft Remark, that one flourithing Manu-
faltory promotes all others; for the better Em-
ployment the People have, the better they live,
and the more they fpend for a comfortable Subfift-

ence
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ence : A ManufaGurer who earns by his Induftry
enough to purchafe warm Clothing and hearty
Food, isa greater Encourager of the Induftry of
others, than a Beggar covered with Rags and ftar-
ving with Hunger; therefore it need not feem a
Wonder, that when our Woollen Trade flourifh-
ed, all others profpered, and the Poor’s Rates
were low ; and that the Reverfe now happens by
the Decline of it. If Englih Wool was entirely
kept at Home, the manufa&uring of it muft em-
ploy at leaft one Million of People 5 who may be
fuppofed to maintain at leaft another Million of
helplefs Infants, Women whofe Labour is in part
diverted by the Care of their Families, fick and
aged People; and the fame in proportion for
Scotland and Ireland.

The Silk-Manufa@ure, at leaft for our Con-
fumption, muft, by taking off our Taxes and ma-
king our Trade quite Free, be entirely fecured to
us : And fuppofing the Quantities of India, French,
and foreign wrought Silks, fmuggled in upon us
by the Temptation of high Duties, and confumed
here, to amount only to the Value of 200,000/
¢r Annum, the Labour whercof to be % of the
Value, and the Medium earned per Head to be 6/.
the fupplying this Confumption by our own Peo-
ple, would employ about 25,000 of them, and
they maintain an equal Number, as was obferved
of the Woollen Trade above.

The Linen Manufa&ure is of fuch vaft Confe-
quence, that the Dublin Society, in the firft Vo-
lume of their Heekly Obfervaticns, No. 7, reckon
the Can[ump?z'an of Linen in-England, at the lowe/t
Computation, allowing only 1¢s. per Head, to amount
10 four Millions, the greateft Part of which, they fay,
is imported cvery Year : But as they take no Notice
of the vaft Quantities of Linens we import for

eur Plantations, which may over-balance what is
made

‘employ about 370,000 of our People,
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made in England, yet I fhall only compute, that
we pay Foreigners for_this Article only three Mil-
Jions, the Labour at 3 of the Value, and the.Me-
dium earned per Head 61 which, by a Redu&ion of

Taxes, and a Free-Port Gaining, will thereby
and they

maintain an equal Number, as was obferved of the

Woollen-Trade above.

Tt is impoffible to eftimate the Numbers of
People that a Free-port-trade would give additi-
onal Employment to, fuch as Watermen, Car-
men, Porters, Coopers, Packers, &e. or the ad-
dltional Numbers of Sailors employed in the Car-
rying-trade, the Amourt of all which muft be
prodigious.

Sir Walter Raleigh, in his Obfervations on Trade,
fays, that thirty feveral Trades are fet on wotk by
the fithing Ships; and as this Herring Fifhery is
on our own Coafts, we can carry on this Trade
that promotes thirty others, cheaper than the
Dutch, and of courfe beat them out of it they
muft make long Voyages out and home for the
Fifhery, and receive their Supplies in the fame
dangerous and expenfive Manner 3 whereas we are
at home, and can land our Fifh and receive Sup-
plies without almoft any Charge: We can vi€tual
in Ireland, and fome Parts of Britain, at half the
Charge they cando in Holland : In blowing Wea-
ther the Dutch muft lie ftill, they cannot take in
their Cafks and Stores in a rolling Sea ; whereas
we can run into Port, and the unloading, repack-
ing, and difpatching our Fith go on in all Wea-
thers. All Fifhing-Veflels puth to get firft to
Market ; fo our People, from fome Parts of our
Dominions, can be at the Markets of Spain, Por-
tugal, or Italy, almoft as foon as the Dutch can
arrive in Holland, whereby we may always fore-

ftal them. The Dutch have heavy Taxes on Ne-
ceflaries
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ceflaries, we need not have any. All which dul
to‘nﬁdercd, cannot fail fecuring us this Trade,
with the Navigation belonging to it. The Scotch
Wanders are expert Fifhermen, Necefity forces
them to it for their own Supply ; but their Pover-
ty prevents their giving the Trade that Extent
abroad it is capable of, and the prefent Clogs up-
on our Trade cut off the People of England from
any confiderable Correfpondence with them, fo
that they are in a manner loft to each other :
whereas was our Trade free, the Dusch by fettling
with us and trading backwards and forwards,
would create an Intercourfe between the Englyh
and the Jlanders, whereby the Stocks of the for-
mer would aid the Induftry of the latter, make
them outdo all Foreigners, and befides expert
Fithermen render them good Sailors, and raife the
greatelt Nurfery for Seamen in the World.

The Linportance of this Fithery will appear from
thefollowing Authors,  In the Memoirs of De Wu
P- 24, there is a Quotation from Emanuel de M-
teren, who fays, ¢ Thatin the Year 1610 there
¢ failed from Holland in three Days time 9oo Ships
¢ and 1500 Buffes for the Herring Fithery.” And
he quotes Gerard Malines and Siy Walter Raleigh,
who agree, ¢ that the Duzch fell yearly 300,coa
* Tons of Herrings and falted Fifh, and that there
¢ went out yearly above 12,000 Men for the North
‘ and Whale Fifheries:> And De Wit, in p. 235,
fays, ¢ that Trade and Navigation being increafed
¢ above  fince that time, it is eafy to conceive
¢ that the Sea produces yearly above 300,000
¢ Tons of falted Fith to the Dutch.’ And the
Author of the Britannia Languens, p. 31, informs
us, ¢ that according to modern Calculations the
¢ mere Fithing-trade for Herring and Cod, on the
* Coafts of England and Scotland, employs above
‘ 8000 Dutch Ships or Veflels.” Befides, this

Fifhery
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ithery will fupport our Manufaélures, as appears
f;i)ﬂ;6£c Wi, f)npp. 29, his Words are, ¢ though
¢ it appears from Hiftory that many Manufa&tnres
were made in the Towns of Holland, at the time
that the Trade and Navigation of Eurcpe were
carried on by the Hanfe-towns and the Eaft-
country People, and before the Fl(h‘mg and
Carrying-trades were eftablithed in the Country ;
fo that it might be faid, that the Navigation has
been produced by the Manufa&ories ; it s ne-
verthelefs very certain, that the Fifhery and
Navigation give all the Motion to Manufaétures,
for it is what brings in all raw Materials to be
¢ worked up in the Country, and to fell after-
¢ wards the Stuffs when they are made, by the
¢ Seasand Rivers in all foreign Countries.’

We fee then by thefe Reafons that the Dutch
can make, with the greateft Advantage to them-
felves, Sea-Salt, Manufaltures of Silk, Linen,
Wool, Hemp for Cordage, Cables and Nets ;
befides the Ship-building-trade.

The Reafons whereof are plain :

Firfl, A Fithery furnifhes a Cargo to purchafe
raw Materials with inftead of Money, and pre-
vents a Nation’s being impoverifhed, and its Manu-
fa&ories languifhing through a Scarcity of Money,

Secondly, ‘T'hefe raw Materials are thereby ren-
dered cheaper ; for the better Profit the Fifh give,
the cheaper the Returns can and will be afforded,.
the general Profit of the Voyage being computed
on the firft Difburfe and incidental Charges.

Thirdly, It affords a cheap Suftenance to the
Poor, whereby Wages and Labour are kept low,
to the Encouragement ofall T'rade.

Fourthly, 1t creates a- Multitude of Seamen,
whereby their Wages are kept low, and of courfe
Freights, confequently a great Navigation is main-
tained, which brings in raw Materials cheap, and

carrics
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Carries out our Manufaures the fame, by which

f\}/]leear}s onlgr t%ci{;l Vent can be extended abroad ;
refore the Fifhery - ioati

Caufes of Manufaé?cu};::d the Navigation are the

Fifthly, It is the Sailor who is the Life of Trade 3
without him the Skill of the Merchant, the Beau-
ty and Cheapnefs of the Manufa&ure, and the
Quantity of Shipping are ufelefs and vain. Glover’s
Speech, Page 28.

It has been already proved that we can outdo
the Dutch in the Herring Fifhery, confequently
:';;iycarll temp]{oy htherein more of our Poor than

3 let us {ee how many People the Fifher -
ploys in Holland. De Pf/h‘?’ in hli)s zMemairE}: p}j e;:;,
computes the Fifhing-trade to give Employment
to 450,000 People in the Province of Halland
only. ‘The Author of the Britannia Languens,
p. 31, divides the Employment of the above Peos
ple thus: 200,000 Seamen and Fifbers, and 250,000
P.cop/f’ mere employed at home about this particular Na-
viga ton, making of Fifbing- Nets, and the curing, or-
drring, and preparing of the Fifh. Zealand is not
mclufied in this Account, though it be a great
Province for Fifhers; nor the Hamburghers, Lu-
beckers, and Bremers 5 nor the French Fifhing Vef-
fels that now fwarm round our Coafts: So that
upon the Whole, it may be fuppofed that double
the above Number of People are employed in this
Trade by thofe feveral Nations that fith upon our
Coafts, befides the Greenland Fifhery. So that
was our Trade eafed according to thefe Propofals,
this Branch only would maintain moft of our pre-
fent Poor, and one Trade belonging to the Fifh-
ery is foeafy, vrz. the making Nets, that the moft
helplefs of our People, may work at it, fuch as
‘Women, Chiliren, Cripples, and aged People ;
and the Employment is fo great, that Sir Walter
Ruleigh, in his Obfervations en Trade, affirms, that

3¢0
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300 Perfins are not able to make one Fleet of Nets in

Sour Montbs time for one Bufs.

By what has been faid it will appear, that a
Free-port-trade will give Employment to all our
induftrious Poor ; therefore the Poor’s Rates, fo
great a Burden at prefent, may be quite taken
away. The few unfortunate Induftrious will find
eafily Friends to make their Cales known to the
charitable Rich, whofe Bounty will be a fufficient
Support when the Obje&ts are few and juft; there
is more want of a proper Application than of Cha-
sity itfelf at prefent. But all idle Vagrants who
will not work at home, fhould be tranfported to
work abroad.

Thirdly, It will increafe the Stock of People.

By inviting Merchants to fettle where Bufinefs
can be tranfa&ed with fo little Trouble.

By furnithing Employment to our own Poor
they will be kept from deferting their Country,

referved from Want and Difeafes, confequently
from Death ; by their Induftry they will procure
themfelves a comfortable Maintenance, and there-
by be enabled to marry and raife Familics.

By fecuring the Manufaéture of our own Wool
we fhall reduce the Woollen Trade of our Neigh-
bours, which joined to the extenfive Vent our
natural Advantages enable us to give this Manu-
facture, will oblige us either to enlarge our Growth
of Wool, or import Foreign, whereby we fhould
have Occafion for more Hands than we ever yet
employed, confequently gain them; for it is a
Maxim in ‘Trade, That fuch as your Empliyment is
Sfor People, [o manywill your People be.

By gaining the Silk, Linen, and other Manu-
fa&ures, we muft gain fome of the Manufacturers 3
for what Dutchman or Frenchman would pay Taxes
at home, and the heavy Charges mentioned in
Page 99, on the Goods he feat to Britain, when

)-‘a
ile
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he cguld remove thither, live untaxed in that
plentiful Country under zn eafy Government, and
add all thefe Savings to his Profits # It would not
be inthe Powerofany Laws to keep him at home,
he would remove, nay fome muft, for as our Ma-
nufa&ures increafe, the Foreign will of courfe de-
creafe, the Poor want work, and they muft either
ftarve or fly ; And where would the Fugitives find
an Afylum fo inviting as that of Britain? Befides,
when we became thoroughly verfed in the Linen
and Silk-trades, our own Supply would not con-
ﬁ»r?c us, but we fhould rival other Nations at fo-
reign Markets.

By gaining the Herring Fifhery we fhall gain
fome of the Dutch Fifhers, who will find it more
convenient and cheap to remain here than to go
home ; add to which what was obferved in p. 52,
that our own Country being better than Holland,
nothing but our cramping of Trade could keep
Multitudes of its People from us; for who would
pay heavy Taxes to live in a bad Country, when
he could live untaxed in a good one ?

By drawing in foreign Sailors, which is a Con=
fequence of the Increafe of Trade and Navigation,
for our Number of Sailors is even now too fcant
for our confined Trade, as appears by tbe Diffi-
culty of Manning our Ships of War, and the high
Wages our Merchants give, which latter Tempta-
tion is defeated by the high Price of all Necefla-
ries; but were thefe to bear only their natural
Price, our Pay in our Ships of War would be of
fo great Value that we fhould have the picking of
all Europe, haye no need of that arbitrary Expebzdi-
ent of Prefling; far a Free Port furnithing Em-
ployment for more Sailors than we now have, vaft
Numbers would flock here to enjoy our Plenty
Riches, and eafy Government. ’

Fourthly, It will increafe our Riches.

By
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By giving a greater Vent to our Manufaltures
by their Cheapnefs, Foreigners will be the more
indebted to us, which muft be paid in Money or
in Goods ; if in the latter, and they are lain by
for better Markets, muft refolve at laft into more
Money, by gaining ManufaGtures from abroad
our Wants will grow lefs, confequently lefs Mo-
ney need go out to fupply them: and it isa fa-
vourite Maxim in Trade, That a Penny faved is fo
much won. Gee, in his Difcourfe on Trade, Page
186, computes, That we have one Million of Peaple
Juppofed to be out of work. 1have already proved
that a Free-port with a2 Redu&ion of Taxes can
give Employment to all our Poor, and the La-
bour of Individuals makes the Riches of the
whole, therefore fuppofing thefe People to earn
at a Medium fix Pounds per Annum each it makes
fix Millions, as true as if dug out of a Mine in
our Country, nay better with regard to the Peo-
ple’s Healths. That this is not all Imagination
will appear by viewing what a Free Port is capa-
ble of gaining us in four Branches only, viz. The
Herring-Fithery, the Woollen, Linen, and Silk
Manufaétures.

Itis proved in Page 101, that we can outdo the
Dutch in the Heiring Fifhery, the Value whereof
will appear from Mr. Smyth, in his Book called
England’s Improvements revived ;3 who informs us in
Pages 249 and 250, ¢ That he was fent in 1633
¢ to Shetland, to difcover the Manner and way of
¢ Trading, & and the manner of the FHollandzrs
¢ Fifhing with Bufles and other Veilels, for Ling
¢ and Cod: And in page 270 he fays, T'hat du-
¢ ring the War between Sparn and Holland, the Fith-
¢ ermen agreed among themfelves to pay a Dollar
¢ on every Laft of Herrings, toMuintain Ships of
¢ War to fecure the Fithing, that a Record was
¢ kept, the Amount of which was 300,009 Latt

LN
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¢ of Herrings taken iu one half Year, which at a
¢ Medium of the ordinary Prices was worth five
¢ Millions Sterling; whereunto if we add the Cod,
¢ Ling, and Hake, and the Fith taken by the
¢ Epllanders and our Neighbours on our Coafts all
¢ the Year Long, the Total will evidently arife to
¢ above ten Millions yearly.’
Now though we may be proved ca-
pable of gaining the Whole of this, I
fhall compute our Gain to be only of
the half, or 000.00
If 100,000 of the above Million é, 3:000,000
unemployed Poor are Woollen Manu-
falurers, (though I imagine they muft
be much more in the prefent declining
Conditionof that Trade) however, that
Number earning fix Pounds per Head,
makes 600,0col. and the Vajue of the
Material being computed at % of that,
or200,000/.makes altogether800,000/.
which as a Free-Port will gain, we may
et down as fo much additional Profit. 800,000
ThelLinenManufa&ure that we fhall
szain, and which we now buy of Fo-
reigners, is proved in Page 101 to a

mount to 3,000,000
The Silk is computed 200,000
Total Value of the foir Branches of —

Trade gained by a Free-Port £9,000,000

If 2 of this Sum is paid to the People’s Labour,
it makes exa&ly fix Millions, or the Employment
of one Million of People at fix Pounds per Head,

As to the Value of the Materials above, which
are included in the Profit, I muft obferve that the
Abatement made in the Value of the Herring-
Fifhery doubly over-balances their Value.

But it will be faid, that this proves only the
Employment of our own People, but does not

prove
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prove that we fhall draw 1n Foreigners, or if we
do, that what Foreigners come over will ftarve
our Poor, who will have but juft Employment to
maintain them: To this I anfwer, That the Va-
lue of the Herring-Fithery is computed only at
the half, our WoollenTrade is computed only to
recover what we have loft, our Linen and Silk
Manufa@ures are computed only for our own
Confumption, but not for what we fhall export
when the Manufadures are well eftablifhed ,
therefore double the Number computed to be em-
ployed in thefe feveral Branches of Trade may be
drawn in, there is no Computation for the Im-
provement a Free-Port will give our Navigation
and other Branches of Trade, which will all want
Hands; there is no Computation for the Improve-
ment of Trade by the Confumption of the one
Million of Working-people gaining fix Pounds per
Head, or fix Millions ; which makes a2 wide Dif-
ference in the Demand for Neceflaries, compared
with the Confumption of one Million of ftarving
Beggars : In fhort, there is no computing what
Numbers a Free-Port can maintain here, confe- -
quently no afcertaining the Extent of the Riches it
will bring in, only this Imuft obferve, that Trade
maintains in Holland feven times more People than
the Land deprived of it could fubfift.

Befides, it is the Nature of Free-Port Trades
to be hoarding up in cheap times all Sorts of
Goods, to fell again when the Markets are ad-
vanced, whereby they take Advantage of the Ne-
ceflities of all the World, and muft amafs im-
menfe Over-ballances befides fupplying their own
Wants; and if the Goods are only for foreign
Account, when one confiders what a vaft Sum
the Freights, Boat-hire, Porterage, Cartage,
Warehoufe-rent, Merchants Commiflion, and
often Package and Cooperage before the Goods

are
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are fent out again do amount to, it muft be con-
cluded, that the Univerfal Storehoufe of a Free-
port muft bring a vaft Profit to a Country.

I do not pretend to fay what part of the above-
mentioned nine Millionswill remain here, doubtlefs
a great part of it muft go away again to purchafe
foreign Neceflaries, Materials of Manufaéture, or
Goods to lay by upon Speculation, for to think to
drain all Europe of its Money, were an Abfurdity ;
Foreigners cannot take more Goods of us than
they can pay for with Money or Goods, either of
which are folid Advantages; but this I dare ven-
ture to affirm, That by a Free-port Trade it is
impoflible but that the general Ballance muft be
greatly in our Favour, and a great Part of the Gold
and Silver brought yearly to Europe, fall to our
Share.

Fifthly, It will increafe the Value of our Lands.

By increafing Trade, which carries oft” our Su-
perfluities, furnifhes Employment, confequently
a Livelihood for our Poor, and eafes the Land of
the Burden of maintaining them; increafes the
Stock of People, which of courfe increafes the
Demand for Neceflaries and Materials of Manu-
facture, and the greater the Demand, the greater
Price will the Produce of Lands bear ; it is Peo-
ple that trade and bring in Money, and the more
People there are in the Nation to do it, the more
Money will be brought in, and the more Money
the People have, the better Price will the Produce
of Lands bear : In all Countries the natural Price
of home Commodities is according to their Plen-
ty, and the Proportion of Money that Trade cir-
culates, and the more of it is circulatinz, the bet-
ter Rent can the Farmers afford to give for the
Tands; add to which, that it is People with
Plenty of Money that improve Lands, and the
more they are improved, the better Rents they

bear
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bear, which in Purchafe increafes the Value of
Lands. ‘

The Gradations from the Encouragement of
Trade to the Benefit of Lands are folid and cer-
tain, viz. Whatever caufes Trade employs the Poor,
Employment increafes the Stock of People, the
Increafe of employed People caufes an Increafe of
Money, the Increafe of Money caufes the Value
of Lands torife. A Free-port is proved to be the
Caufe of Trade, which is the Caufe of all the
reft; therefore a Free-port isa great Increafer of
the Value of Lands.

Obje&ions againft a Free-Port having been
made by Fofbua Gee, an Author of good Credit
for that reafon muft not be left unanfwered; in
his Tract on Trade, Page 165, he exprefles him-
felf thus:
¢ But to think it would be an Advantage for a
trading Nation to admit all manner of foreign
Commodities to be imported free from all Du-~
ties, is an unaccountable Notion, and ftill lefs
fuitable to the Circumftances of our Ifland than
to the Continent; for we have no Inland Coun-
tries beyond us (as they have) with whom we
may carry on Trade by Land ; but what is of
the utmoft Confequence to us, is, that by laying
high Duties we are always able to check the Va-
nity of our People in their extreme Fondnefs of
wearing exotick Manufa&ures: For were it not
for this Reftraint, as our Neighbours give much
lefs Wages to their Workmen than we do, and
confequently can fell cheaper, the ltalians, the
French, and the Dutch would have continued to
pour upon us their Silks, Paper, Hats, Druggets,
¢ Scufls, Ratteens, and even Spanifh Wool Cloths.”

To this the following Remarks may ferve for
Anfwer,

Firf3, ¢ Butto think it would be an Advantage for

any
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¢ any trading Nation to admit all manner of fo-
¢

* Duties, is an unaccountable Notion.” 1 fhall
prove this Notion to be highly beneficial even
from this fame Author, who in page 164, fays,
¢ the Dutch Duties are {mall, and the Nature of
¢ their Trade abfolutely requires it,” And again,
¢ They know very well, that if they fhould load
¢ their Imports with Duties, other trading Places
¢ would underfel them and ruin their Traffick
¢ that Way.” The Duties on the Imports in Hol-
land are a mere Trifle, the Nature of all Trade
abfolutely requires it, wiz. not to be underfold.
The Dutch know it, and by pra&ifing what they
know, prevent the Ruin of their Trade; if this is
an unaccountable Notion the Reader will judge
from this fame Author again, who, in Page 191,
fhews the Confequence of thefe wife Maxims in
the following Words. ¢ As Holland is a Maga-
¢ zine or Colle&tion of all the Produ&s and Manu-
¢ falures of the World, which they difperfe all
¢ over Europe, the Merchants and Shopkeepers are
¢ every where their Debtors, and Money is
¢ brought them from almoft all Countries.” Gee
here confefles that by their univerfal Storehoufe,

the Dutch have every where a Ballance in their Fa-

vour; and the Purport of his whole Book is to

prove how greatly the Ballance of Trade lies againft

us : With what Confiftency then can he argue a-

gainft our adopting fome of thofe wife Methods

the Dutch take to procure themfelves fuch Advan-

tages ?

gSecond[ , ¢ And ftill lefs fuitable to the Circum-

¢ ftances of our Ifland than to the Continent; for

¢ we have no inland Countries beyond us (as they

¢ have) with whom we may carry on Trade by

¢ Land.” But we have in our thiee Kingdomsa

large populous Inland Country of our own (which

the

reign Commodities to be imported free from all
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the Duteh have not) to fupply with Neceflaries and
Materials in the cheapeft manner, or elfe we raife

" the Prices of our Manufa&ures to the Prejudice

of their Sale, befides the fupplying our vaft Pof-
feflions in America. But no Inland Trade can be
compared to the Free-port Trade, any more than
an Inland Country Town can be to the Sea-Ports
of Londm and Amflerdam, or the Navigation of
the Rhine and Maes to that of the Baltick or Med:-
terrancan ; for a Free Port muft have a Finger in
all the T'rade of the World, even in all thofe 'In-
land Continent Trades that Gee fo much prifes,
wiz. by trading toand fupplying the Sea-Ports
that are the Inlets thereof in all Countries, and
the cheaper we can come to Market, and with
the beft Affortments, which a Free-Port Trade
only can cfe&, the more of that Inland-Conti-
nent Trade muft we have, the more Vent for our
Manufa@ures, and the greater Navigation.
Thirdly, ¢ But what is of the utm9f’c Confe-
¢ quence to us, is, That by laying high Duties,
¢ we are always able to check the Vanity of our
¢ People in their extreme Fondnefs of wearing
¢ exotick Manufaétures.’ Gee fays, PV} are al-
ways able, by bigh Duties, to check the V.amtv of our
Peaple, &c, The great De Wit, in }?ls‘Memozr:,
p. 170, fays juft the contrary. For it is generally
Sound, that thefe great and too exceffive Cuyffoms fall of
themfelves 5 the Reafon whereof is obvious, the
higher the Duties, the more Profit by Smuggling.
Extreme Fondnefs checked, naturally breaks out
into Madnefs, which appears at Court evcry‘C.?ala
Day in the Number of French Brocades fmd T'rim-
mings then worn, when that Perfon 1s thought
the happicft who hath the moft and degre{’c 'Frencb
Fopperies.  But what will put this Affair quite out
of queftion, will be the Confideration of the Bal-

lance of our Trade with Frauce, (which fhall be
hereafter
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hercafter treated on ;) if it is more in our favour
than formerly, then Gee’s Opnion will triumph,
and the Efficacy of Reftraints and high Cuftoms
appear: butif the reverfe appears, wemay fafely
conclude they have none.
Fourthly, For were it not for this Reftraint.
In the Memoirs of De Wit, p. 34, it is faid, that
Reflraint is always hurtful to Trade; the Reafon
whereof is plain, for Nature has given various
Produ&s to various Countries, and thereby knit
Mankind in an Intercourfe to fupply each other’s
Wants: To attempt to fell our Produés, but to
buy litte or none from Foreigners, is attempting
an Impoffibility, acting contrary to the Intent of
Nature, cinically and abfurdly; and, as ours is
a populous manufaéturing Country, highly preju-
dicial to our own Intereft : For could we raife all
Neceflariesand Vanities within ourfelves, this In-
tercourfe defigned by Nature would be deftroyed ;
and then, how is a Navigation, our only Bul-
wark, to be maintained? To fell all, and buy
none, is to have no Back-carriage, no Freights
home; if fo, this will raife the Freights outwards;
a Veflel that makes but one Freight out and home,
muft make that one pay all the Wages, Wear and
Tear, Charges, and Living-profit, confequently
makes our Goods come dearer to Market, and na-
turally ftops their Sales, by which in time Freights
outwards would be as much wanted as Freights
home, and our Trade muft be deftroyed. But
where Freights are to be had out and home, they
cafe each other, confequently bring Goods cheap-
er to Market; and the encouraging our People by
the utmoft Freedoms in Trade, will enable them,
by cheap Labour to carry all Manufaltures we are
naturally capable of to the utmoft Height, and in
them Foreigners could not hurt us, no Reftraint
being fo effectual as cheap Prices; and to attempt
more
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more is laying our People under Difficulties by
Taxes to no purpofe; as fuppofe, for Inftance,
we fhould take it into our Heads, in fpite of all
Taxes and Difadvantages, to make all our own
Linens, and, in order to reftrain the Impqrtatlon
of foreign Linens, put on them all the faid Du-
tics we lay on the French; well now, Money is to
be faved to be fure! the Poor employed, and fine
things done ; but alas! this Reftraint will not
make our own Labour one Farthing cheaper, but
the dearer; for our own Linen Manufa&ures
having a Monopoly againft the reft of the People,
a valt Demand will certainly raife their Prices;
but not being able to fupply Quantities fufficient,
fome Foreign may pay the high Duties, fome will
be fmuggled and fold cheaper than what pays Du-
ties, but ftill dearer than before the laying on this
additional Duty, which we will fuppofe to advance.
the Price of Linens to the People only 1 s. per
Head. Is not this laying a Duty of 1 5. per Head
on our Woollen, Silk, and Iron Manufatures,
on our Sailors, on our Labourers of all forts?
certainly itis. Do the fame in favour of Iron, it
will prove a Tax on the reft, and fo of any one of
them. Do the fame by them all, aud they all
tax one another, all raife each others Prices.at fo-
reign Markets, and ftop their Sales; Foreigners
gain upon us; we diftrefs our whole Trade upon
the Pretence of gaining a Single Branch, and
this fingle Branch will grow ftill dearer, becaufe
it being a Burden on the Woollen, Silk, and _Iron
Manufaéures, Sailors and Labourers, the Linen
ManufaGtures will pay dearer for thofe Goodg,
pay dearer Freights, dearer for all Necefiaries; it
will be

Linen dearer to Woollen.

Woollen dearer to Linen.

Linen and Woollen dearer toSilk, _
Sitk
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Silk dearer to Woollen and Linen.
Linen, Woollen, and Silk dearer to Iron,
Iron dearer to Silk, Woollen and Linen.
Linen, Woollen, Silk, and Iron dearer to Sailors.
Sailors dearer to Iron, Silk, Woollen and Linen.
Linen, Woollen, Silk, Iron, and Sailors, dearer
to Labour.

Labour dearer to Sailors, Iron, Silk, Woollen

and lLinen.

The dearer our Linens grow, the more Fo-
reigners will fmuggle in upon us and ftiflc our Fa-
brick, all our Artifices will prove vain to maintain
it, and, after injuring all our other T'rades, find
to our Coft, That nothing but Freedom can fe~
cure Trade,

By the above Account may be alfo feen, how
prolifick the Mifchiefs of our Reftraints by Cuf-
toms are to T'rade ; how our many Taxes on Com-
modities are oppreflive ; how they add an artificial
Price to Goods; how our Country has grown
univerfally dearer, without being richer ; and how
Foreigners ruin our T'rade, who foon feeing thro’
our mean Defigns of engrofling every thing, grow
angry, and ftir up their Governments to diftrefs us
in their Turn by an Increafe of Duty, which a
little can effe@; for as our Goods are already too
dear, a fmall Addition makes them exceffively fo,
or by eafing their Trade, which we fhamefully
negle&. Has the Linen Manufaéture in England
increafed by the Prohibition of French Linens and
high Duties on German, Dutch, and Flemi/h? So
far from it, that it is decreafed by our dear La-
bour, Taxes, and Difadvantages ; Scotland and
Ireland attempt it with fome Succefs by their cheap
Labour, and when our People are eafed of their
Oppreflions, fo may we.

Befides,
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Befieds, thedifcouraging to a great Degree the
ufe of Foreign Produéls by the Reftraint of high
Cuftoms, is prejudicial, though the contrary is
the common received Opinion, arifing from a
mean Selfithnefs that would let none live but it-
felf; as for Inftance, Suppofe Portugal to take
annually to the Value of 800,000/ of our Wool-

Jens, and pay it all in Wines, What is the Refult

of this? Why nothing more but that our rich
People drink fuch an Amount of Woollens, which
they would not confume. otherwife ; double the
prefent Duty on that Wine, thinking that lefs
would be drank, and we fhould drain Portugal of
her Gold ; fee what would be the Confequence,
only that the King of Portugal would raife the
Duties on Englifp Woollens, already toe dear.
Lower the Duties to the French and Dutch,
800,000/ per Annum would be uncirculated a-
mongit us, the Price of Wool muft fink, where-
by the Frenchand Dutch would get it eafier to ruin
the reft of our Trades; about 100,000 of our
Poor would be deprived of a diligent Subfiftence,
and come upon the Parifhes for an idle Mainte-
nance, while perhaps at the fame time Portugal
Wine, by its Dearnefs, would become more fafhi-
onable, great Quantities would be drank and paid
for with our Money, and inftead of our draining
the Portuguefe, be drained by them.

Fifthly, ¢ As our Neighbous give much lefs
¢ ‘Wages to their Workmen than we do, and con-
¢ fequently can fell cheaper, the lralians, the French,
¢ and the Dutch, would have continued to pour
¢ upon us theirSilk, Paper, Hats, Druggets, Stufts,
¢ Ratteens, and even Spanifh wool Cloths.’

Gre would have done well to have pointed out
the Reafons why our Neighbours give lefs Wages

and confequently can fell cheaper, and fince hhe
as
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has not done it, I fhall attempt it. As the ltalians
are more remote and pay dearer Freights on thei
Goods to England than the French angd Dut;bt lci::
Neighbours, I fhall confine myfelf wholly to the
latter.

The Reafon why the French work cheaper than
we, is the Care theirGovernment takes of not
taxing many Neceflaries of Life, or Materials of
Manufacture, but that the Manufa&urers fhall be
fupplied with them in the cheapefiManner ; where-
by Neceflaries bearing only their Natural Price
fhe_y can afford to work and fell cheaper than we:
it is the Taxes that make the Difference. To prov:z
this 1 fhall quote the Author of the Pamphlet
called Obfervations on Britith /#s0l, publifhed in
1739, faid to be wrote by a Perfon funt abroad
by the Miniftry to enquire into the State of the
‘Woollen Manufaétories among our Neighbours
and what Wooll was f{muggled to them? he in-
forms us in Page 8, ¢ That the French fend vaft
¢ Quantities of Stuffs, Stockings, &'c, to Spain
¢ Portugal, ar.xd Italy, and underfel us 10 0r Izpe;
¢ Cent. Andinp. 21, The Reafon that Goods are
to be bought cheaper in France than in England, is
¢ becaufe the Labour is 4 cheaper there. And, he
accounts for _Labour’s being ¥ cheaper there in p
28 5 ¢ At Lifle the Magiftrates have built a Store-
¢ houfe, ina convenient part of the Town, ten
Stories high ; in the upper Rooms of it the): lay
Wheat, Rye, Barley ; and in the Cellars the
lay Wine, Oil, and Brandy : Thofe Goods ar);
bought up when they are cheap, and fo foon as
the Markets are fhort and Goods begin to rife
in the Price, then the Storehoufe is opened to
the Poor, that they may buy what they have oc-
calion for at the old Market Price. This Store-
houfe was built fince the woollen Manufa&or
hath fo increafed in this Town, in order to fup}-’

¢ port
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port that Fabrick, which isa great Encourage-
ment to the Manufadurers, and a Means to keep
Labour low. All other things that are needful
to the Poor are alfo cheap in Proportion, as Can-
dles, Oil, Soap, Ue.

Far from raifing their Prices with Taxes, as we
do, their Study is to make Neceflaries cheap 5 and
can we wonder that they beat us by 10 0r 12 per
Cont. in the Markets of Spain, Portugal, and Italy ?

Having fhewn how the French run away with our
Trade by reafon of our heavy Taxes, I fhall exa-
mine how the Dutch, though the moft taxed in the
Neceflaries of Life of any People, beat us out of
our Trade too, by ftating the Difadvantages of an
Englifh woollen Manufaéturer, and the Advantages
of a Dutch one.

The Difadvantages of an Englih woollen Ma-
nufa@urer are, 1. That he muft buy Bread made of
Englifp Corn, though dearer than Foreign, where-
by the Farmer has 2 Monopoly againft the Manu-
fa&urer, and all Monopolies enhance the Prices of
Goods. 2. He has no Drawback on his Corn. 3.
He has no Drawback on his Malt. 4. He has no
Drawback on his Leather. 5. He pays a Duty on
hsi Coals of 10s. per Chaldron in London, and
s in the Qut-Ports. 6 He muft buy Englifh
Beef, Pork, Mutton, Lamb, and Butter, tho’ he
can have Irifb cheaper, whereby the Grazier has a2
Monopoly againft him, to make his Meat dear.
7. He muftbuyFifh caught by Briti/hi T'raders (except
a few Sorts) though he can have it cheaper from the
Dutch, French, &c. whereby the Fitherman has a
Monopoly againft him to make his Fifh dear. 8.
He muft not buy Foreign Hats, Cloths, Stuffs,
Stockings, or any coarfe Woollens for his Ufe
that are cheaper now than Engli/h, cven though he
could {1l his own to greater Advantage than wear-
ing them himfelf, whereby thefe feveral Branches

have

n & & a N
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have a Monopoly againft each other, and thereft of
the Nation, to make all forts of Cloathing dear.
9. He muft not buy French Linens for his Ufe,
though ever fo cheap, whereby the other Linen
‘Countries have a Monopoly againft him to make
his Linen dear. 10. He muft not buy for his Ufe
foreign Shearmens Shears, Iron, or Tin Wares,
though ever fo cheap, whereby thofe Manufacturers
have a Monopoly againft him to make his Iron or
Tin Wares dear. 11. He may not have feveral
forts of Goods imported for his Ufe bought at the
cheapeft Market, but only at the ufual Port of
Shipping (¢ Vide the Index to the Book of Rates,
Goods Inwards,” Article 6.) whereby thofe Coun-
tries have a Monopoly againft him to make thofe
Goods dear. 12. He may not have thofe above
Goods fhipped at the cheapeft Freights, but muft
be fhipped on Briti/h Ships, or Ships of the Coun-
try, and at the ufual Port of Shipping, whereby
thofe Ships have a Monopoly againft him to make
thofe Goods ftill dearer. 13. He has heavy Cuf-
toms to pay on the Oil andSoap he ufesin manu-
fa&uring his Goods, which helps to advance their
Dearnefs. 14. And laftly, He haslong expenfive
Tand-Carriages to pay to London, the chief Market
for his Goods, the Navigation of our Rivers not
being fufficiently improved.

A Dutch Woollen Manufa&urer is in a Situation
juft the Reverfe of this ; his Advantages are, 1.
That he may buy always the cheapeft Corn that
can be geot to make Bread, hasno Corn Monopoly
onhim. 2. He has 55, per Quarter Drawback on
LInglifb Wheat ; computing Freight, Charges, and
Profit on it, at 3s. per Quarter, he is fed by the
Englifb cheaper than their own People by 25, in
every Quarter of Wheat. 3. He has2s. 6 4.
per Quarter Drawback on Englifh Malt, to make,
if pofiible, his Drink come as cheap to him asin

England
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Englnd. 4. He bas 1d. per Pound Drawback on
Englip Leather. 5. He has Britifh Coals at 3 s.
per Chaldron Duty, which is 2 5. cheaper than the
Out-Ports, and 7s. cheaper than the Londeners.
6. He may buy Beef, &¢. in freland, orany Coun-
try where it can be had cheapeft, has no Mono-
poly on him in this Cafe. 7. He may buy Fifh
of any that fell cheapeft, has no Monopoly on
him in this Cafe. 8. He may buy and wear the
cheapeft Woollens he can get from any Coun-
try ; and if he can buy Cloth for his Ufe at 4 5.
per Yard, he will, provided he can fell his own of
5 5. per Yard Value with the ufual Profit, no
Branch of the Trade has a Monopoly againft the
reft of the People. 9. He may buy the cheapeft
Linens he can get, no Country has a Monopoly
againft him in this Cafe. 10. He may buy the
cheapeft Iron and Tin Wares he can get, has no
Monopoly againft him in this Cafe. 11. He may
have all thofe Goods (fpecified in the ¢ Index to
¢ the Book of Rates n Article 6. of Goods In-
¢ wards)’ bought where cheapeft, no Country ha-
ving a2 Monopoly againft him. 12. He may have
all the above Goods fhipped on the cheapeft fail-
ing Ships, no Shipping having a Monopoly againft
him. 13. He bas Cuftomsfo light, that they are
a mere Trifle, has not the Prices of his Goods
raifed by the heavy Cuftoms on his Oil and Sope.
14. He has cheap Water-Carriage almoft every
where.

I fhall now prove, that was our Tradequite free,
no Nation could hurt our Staple, the Woollen
Manufa&ure, and that if Cheapnels pours in
Goods to a Country, we fhould do it on the
French and Dutch, inftead of they on us; confe~
guently that Gee’s Objection is void,

By
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By the abovementioned Obfervations
on Britifh Wool, we find thatthe French
€an fend toSpain, Portugal, or Italy, 50
Stuffs that fhall now coft in England 1001,
cheaper by 100r 12 per Cent. fay 12 per
Cent. cheaper, orat L8
InPage 64, I haveprovedthatabove
half the prefent Value of our Woollen
Goods is fiitious, that our Taxes, Mo-
nopolies, and lik-judged Laws advance
the natural Valueof-our Woollen Goods
above 104 per Cent, and thatthe true na-
tural Value of 100/ worth of Woollen
Goods at prefent is but 49/,
So that were our Taxes, Monopolics,
and I1l-judged Laws removed, 5o Stuffs
that now coft 100 /. might be fent to
Market at 49

T——

"The Differenceis £ 39

394 charged by French or Dutch Taxes and na-
tural Difadvantages on 49 /. is an Advance of al-
moft 8o per Cent. on the Engli/b Price.

Therefore the French and Dutch, who now beat
us by 10 or 12 per Cent. might be beat by us ex-
ceflively ; they could not fell Woollens at any
foreign Market until all ours are fold, much lefs
pour them in here to ruin our Manufaflories, as
Gee imagined ; but the reft of their Trade muft
decline greatly wherever we came in competition
with them, and where would be the Nation in
Europe that could hurt us?

By this it appears, that it is only our ill Regu-
lations of our Trade that give thefe Nations any
Advantages againft us,
| Thefe
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Thefe Taxes and Difadvantages are the Caufes
of the Decline of our Woollen Manufaftory ;
the only way to reftore it is by removing them.

Thefe Taxes and Difadvantages are the Caufes
of the Smuggling of our Wdol ; the only way to
prevent it is by removing them ; and until they are
removed, it will be in vain to think of monopo-
lizing the ManufaGure of it by Regiftries or idle
Schemes, made in Reftraint of the Effeéts, with-
out taking away the Caufes.

Silks and Paper are ftill poured in upon us, and
the boafted Benefit to the Woollen Trade by Re-
ftraints at prefent is a Farce; for as our foreign
Demand declines, our People naturally turn all
their Stocks to fupply the Home-Confumption,
until it is fo over glutted that great Quantities have
been fold for lefs than they coft making, or at
Freneh Prices, which muftbreak an over-taxed En-
glifpman,  Our People manufalture neater than any
in Felt and Wool, fo that foreign Hats, Cloths,
&'c. being ill made, fuitnot the Englih Tafte; for
which reafon, if it thould take ten Years time to
break the Remainder of our Clothiers, their Stocks
would fell fo cheap that the French could do very
little during that time ; but afterwards, by getting
fome of our fugitive Manufalturers to improve
their own People, and underfelling us fo vaftly,
they will run Woollen Goods as much as they do
Teas and Brandies now, and reduce us to the State
we were formerly in with refpedt to Flanders, wviz.
they to buy our raw Wool, and return itus in Ma-
nufaGures improved to three times its firft Value.

Two more Objections may be made.

Firft, That it fecms contrary to Reafon to take
off the Duties or Prohibitions on the Goods of
any Nation that will not do the fame by ours.

Secondly. That the Ballance againft us with France
muft increafe by taking off the Duties on French
Goods, oT
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To the firft Objetion I anfwer, That with re-.
gard to Duties, it is already proved they deftroy
Trade, and conftant Experience fhews us that
Free Ports increafe it.  If other Nations will de-
ftroy their Trade, ours muft rife upon their Ruins s
and would it not be abfurd for us to refufe, by a
contrary Condu&, to increafe ours ? If our Ene-
mies will commit fuch Follies, why fhould we?
or rather, could we wifh them to do worfe ?

Nothing makes a Country’s Goods fo cheap as
a Free Port, confequently the fewer foreign Goods
would be confumed here; more might be imported
to lay by for better Markets, the Profits on which
muft enrich us ; for the cheaper our Goods are,
the greater Vent they will have ; and the higher
the Duties Foreigners lay on them, the more will
be fmuggled upon them,

Befides, thofe Nations that are our Rivals in
Trade, and perfift in keeping high Cuftoms on our
Goods, perfift alfo in refufing to make their Coun-
try an Univerfal Storehoufe, deny their People the

Advantage of it, and force their Cuftomers to buy
at other Markets, thofe Goods they lay high Gu-

ftoms on to prevent their coming in. If a Mer-

cer, beinga Weaver, fhould refufe to admit into
his Shop, Damafks, becaufe he did not make them,
and think thereby to improve the Vent of his ather
Silks, he would foon find his Miftake, for his Cu-
fomers that went to other Places for Damatks,
- would be importuned and induced, if enly to fave
themfelves trouble, to buy other Silks they want-
ed at the fame Time. The Britih Me chant,
Vol. 3, p. 278, remarks, ¢ that it is natural for
¢ ys to buy every thing we want at the Shop where
¢ we are obliged to buy any thing.’ And would
it not be ftrange if another Meicer, being alfoa
Weaver, fhould be angry with fuch a Man, and
refufe to admut iito his Shop the othet’s Satins,

becaufe
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becaufe he refufed to admit his Damafks, and
thereby drive away his Trade to thofe general
Traders that were wife enough to improve vpon
their Errors, by admitting every thing that could
be fold with Profit? The Cafe is the fame with
Nations.

Cuftoms on foreign Goods hurt ourfelves more
than Foreigners, though our falfe Notions of Trade
make us think the contrary, by confining our
Thoughts to the Scller, without regarding the
Buyer, who being our own Subje&t, fhould be the
Perfon moft confidered : As for Example, in the
Cafe of Spanifp Qil ; we have laid a Duty on it 3
no doubt to retaliate on the Spaniards the Duties
they lzy on our Woollens 5 but whom does our Du-
ty affeét? not the Spaniard, it cannot hurt him for
be being paid for his Qil, he parted with his Pro-
perty in it, and has nothing more to do with it:
But it is the Engli/h Merchant, whofe Property on
Payment, this Oil becomes, and which might be
cailed Englifp Oil, for fuch in reality it thenis; he
is cramped by this Duty, part of his Capital in
Trade is taken away to pay it, the Intereft of which,
and Officers Feesin and out, make the QOil too
dear to export, he is not allowed that Profit, he
muft fell at home, and muft thift the Load from his
Shoulders on the Manufa&urer, who ufes it, and
he on the Confumer, whereby our Goods are ren-
dered dearer, and lefs capable of Exportation.

Here is a Duty on a foreign Commodity indeed,
but to be paid by our own People ; ’tis their Feet
are intangled in the Net laid for the Spaniards.

With regard toa Prohibition, this acknowledges
the Goods it is laid on to be good and cheap, o-
therwife it were needlefs ; for what Trader will
buy bad or dear Goods if he can get better or
cheaper, and they muft be neceffary, otherwife
they would not be demanded, confequently would

not
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not be i ; illi
the;; is”r?op%ierﬁ z:min; who will import Goods where
Prohibition on the Goods of any one Nati
) § tion
ﬁll::sGa Mohnopo]y to other Nationsythat raife the
o ar(l)\zvt s; thusthe I?rohibition on Spanifh Oil
gives 2 ox;opoly to Galipoly, all Monopolics raife
the i ces of Goods ; thus Galipoly Oil, that before
ur Spani/h Prohibition was fold for 15 to 16 Du-
z:;z Fhe Salm, is thereby raifed to 26 and 27 Du-
e ,So?tnd ;he fame muft be the Cafe with all o-
by the I:/IO Goods ufed inftead of Spanifh, where-
o7 the I efrchants Profit on the advanced Price
e 3 the feveral Tradefmen whofe Hands
their Prioc(; wslalf)ﬁ){;s t??})lugbc’ ﬂ{l'Uﬁ e fnce
( e Confumer ; i
ix)z.:pakmg this Remark, hath been vvgll'qilf;:;:i fl‘;;c:
mo}{ xcc-)nf of the Clothiers of Stroud-Water (and of
pott ofog;) n?rifér}:smgF ;I“owns) prefented to the
, Feb. 2, 1 . ini
that fince the Prohibition t};e l)7r‘i}c:2e o?oné}?}ailsn;gg
va%c:él.{ror.ril nl? lefs than 26/, to 60/. a Ton. )
it will be objefted that on i
of r?:;ar, h«?pi.’nlprolljibited our Gootdhs(.e Declaration
whic anfwer, That heavy T i
many other 'Diﬁiculties are the Cg’nfe;;‘::ce\:li)}}
Yvar, and in atime of fuch a general Calamity
i;s it not abfurd to diftrefs our Trade in making oux,'
clc))ple buy bad or dear Goods of Foreignersb by
;J rohibition againft any one Nation, which other
ations having the like Commodities, take the
Advantage of and raife their Prices up:)n us? Is
not this adding an unneceflary Tax upon our .Peo-
ple, whereby they grow fooner impoverifhed and
Hmble' to fupport a War? If the Spaniards, will
commit fuch Blunders, why fhould we imitate
them ?
Trade cannot, will not be forced, let other
Nations prohibit by what Severities they pleafe,
intercit
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Intereft wlill prevail; they may Embarrafs their
own Trade but cannot hurta Nation whofe Trade
is free, fo much as themfelves.  Spain has prohi-
bited our Woollens, but had a Reduétion of our
Taxes brought them to their natural Value only,
they would be the cheapeft in Eurcpe of their
Goodnefs, confequently muft be more demanded
by the Spaniards, be fmuggled into their Country
in fpite of their Government, and fold at better
Prices ; their People would be dearer clothed
with Duties and Prohibitions than without, confe-
quently muft fell their Oil, Wine, and other Com-

modities dearer, whereby other Nations raifing the

Jike Growths would gain Ground upon them, and

their Ballance of Trade grow lefs and lefs : But
fhould we for that Reafon prohibit their Commo-
dities? By no means, for the dearer they grow,
no more than what are juft neceflary will be ufed 3
their Prohibition does their own Bufinefs, fome
may be neceflary, what are fo, wefhould not make
dearcr to our own People ; fome may be proper
to affort Cargoes for other Countries, and why
fhould we prohibit our People that Advantage ?
why burt ourfelves to hurt the Spaniards 2 1f we
would retaliate effeGually upon them for their Tl-
intent, a handfome Bounty given toour Plantations
to raife the fame Growths as Spain, might enable
them in time tofupply uscheaper than the Spaniards
could do, and eftablifh a Trade they could never
recover. Bounties may gain Trade, but Prohibi-.
tions will deftroy it; of which let the following
Example fuffice. :
* Portugal being united to Spain in the Reign of
¢ Dhilip the 1Id. during the Revolt of the Dutch,

- ¢ Puffendorf in Page 78 of his Introduétion to the

¢ Hiftory of Europe tellsus, That Philip being intent
¢ upon reducing of the Nethetlands, thought that

- ¢ nothing could do it more effe&ually than to ftop

¢ their
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their Trade and Commerce with Spain and Por-
tugal, for hitherto the Dutch had traded no fur-

ther, being ufed to fetch away their Commaodi-
ties from thence, and to convey them into the
more northern Parts of FEurepe.  Upon this

Confideration Philip concluded that if this way

of getting Money were once ftopped, they
would quickly grow poor, and thereby be oblig-
ed to fubmit.  But this Defign had a’quite con-
trary Effe&, for the Hollanders themfelves being
excluded Trade-with Spain and Portugal, tried
about the end of the latter Age to fail to the Eaft

Indies, and as foon as they had got Footing
there they greatly impaired the Portugue/e Trade,
who bitherto had been the folc Managers of it,
and afterwards took from them one Port after
another. And the Engli/b with the Affiftance of
Abbas King of Perfia, forced from them the
famous City of Ormus : Nor was this all, for
the Hollanders took from them a great part of
Brazil and feveral Places on the Coaft of A-
frica, which the Hollanders, in all probability.
would have had no reafon to attempt if Portugal
had remained a Kingdom by itfelf, and had not
been annexed to Spain i. e. If na Probibition had
happened.’

Second ObJeCtion.  That the Ballance againft us
with Fran-e muft increafe by taking off the Dutics
on French Goods.

Anfwer : Here Experience can decide by com~
paring the Difference of the Ballance againft us
when we had a Free-T'rade formerly, and the
prefent times, when moit Sorts of French Goods
are Joaded with fuch high Duties as to amount to a
Prohibition,

No Perfon who has read the Britih Merchant
will fay that he is a partial Author in favour of the
Anfwer to this Objeétion,
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In Vol, III. Page 106, he fays, ¢ The ftated
¢ Maxim among Merchants to know whether the
¢ Trade be for or againft us, is to have recourfe
¢ to the Courfe of Exchange, it is a Nicety many
¢ of our Merchants are themfelves unacquainted
¢ with, yet as the Exchange holds the Ballance of
¢ Trade, fo as that is for us or againft us, it im-
¢ mediately decides the Point.’

¢ If the Exchange be above the Par of the Mo-
¢ ney of the Country we trade with, it isa plain
¢ Argument that the Ballance is on their fide, for
¢ no Man will bring Silver from a Country when
¢ the Exchange is more favourable than the Coin.”

The Author of the Political Reflexions on the
Commerce and Finances of France elegantly calls the
Exchange the Barometer of Commerce. B

In the Year 1683, it appears by the Britifh
Merchant Vol, 1. p. 332, that though there was
a Prohibition, yet he tellsus in p. 338, Tke Court
bindered the Execution of it. Dr. Tancred Rebinfor
the Phyfician, thewed me a Memorandum he made
in that Year, on his fetting out for Paris, <:z. for
60l. Sterling paid in Londsn, he received a Bill of
Exchange on Paris for 259 Crowns 1 Livre.

The Britifh Merchant in Vol. Il
p. 118, informsus, the Parof the Ex-
change was 54d. Sterling for the old
French Crown : Therefore he fhould
have paid only 58 . 7s. for 259
Crowns 1 Livre, confequently the
Exchange was in the Disfavour of
England, not quite 3 per Cent

In the Year 1686. the Prohibition
being quite taken oft, the Britifh Mer.
chant Vol. 1. p. 318, informsus, the
Exchange was at 56d. per Crown the
Par as above being 544. the Exchange

was
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was in the Disfavour of England

about 3 3 per Cent.
In the Year 1729, the French Goods

having been loaded ever fince King

William the Third’s Reign, with fuch

bigh Duties on moft Articles, as a-

mount to a Prohibition, by Caffaign’s

Paper of March 28, the Exchange was

at 32. L per Ecu Fournois
By Sir Jfaac Newtow’s Table of Af-

Jays, Weights, &c. of Foreign Coins,

publithed by Willcock in 1740, the Par

15 29d. 149 Dee, was in the Disfavour

of England above 11 per Cent,
In the Year 1740, by Caftaign’s Pa.

per of Feb. 3, the Euxchange was at

32d. 3. The Par, as above, was

in the Disfavour of England almeff 12 per Gent.

By the Cuftom-houfe Books
our Imports from Framce in
1686, exceeded our Exports,

as by the Britifh Merchant, l 5. 4

Vol. I. p. 305. 76g,190 16 o
He adds for Goods clande-

ftincly imported, p. 306. 428,139 16 9

Total over- ballance that Year. £ 1,197,330, 12 9

The Britifh Merchant fays above, ¢ That the
¢ Exchange holds the Ballance of Trade, fo as that
< iy for us or againft us, it immediately decides
¢ the Point.” By the fo as he mult mean propor-
tionably, that is, that the Exchange is affected by
the Ballance of Trade, agreeable to the ZFiench
Author above, as the Quickfilver in the Barome-
ter is by the Atmofphere.  As no Man, that un-
derftands Lrade, can deny this Truth, 1 fhall

leave
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Jeave it to the Curious to determine, what propor”
tion anOver-ballance that affe@s the Exchange al™
moft 12 per Cent. muft bear to one of 1,197,330/
12 5. gd. that affeéted it only about 3 3per Cent.

France takes from Britain Wool, Corn,. Dye-
Stuffs, Hard-wares, and Tobacco in great Quan-
tities, fome India Goods, Tin, Lead, Ships,
Horfes &¢

But fince France is increafed in the Woollem
Manufa&ure, in Navigation, and in Sugar-plant-
ing, fhe takes vaft Quantities of Wool and Provi-
fions from Zreland, to improve her Manufactures,
viGual her Ships, and fupply her Colonies, which
amount to vaft Sums Yearly ; and though thefe
Articles are vaftly increafed, yet {till the Ballance
of Trade cannot be brought in our Favour ; Pro-
hibitions and high Duties have made it vaftly more
Difadvantageous to us than in the Times of a
Free-Trade, the Difference in the Exchanges be-
ing 12 to 3.

As the general Intereft of the Nation, with
refpe& to our Trade, feems to have hitherto beets
little underftood, let us examine the French Trade
a little further.

Our great Dealings with this French Shop for-
merly, were occafioned by its Cheapnefs, (an ex-
cellent Caufe) and its being near us occafione:!
cheap Carriage, (better and better) and though
the French had a great Ballance againft us (itcould
not be the half of what it is now) yet other Na-
tions had the lefs ; but Party-Prejudice running
high againft the French King’s ambitious Defigns,
in King Charles the Second and King William the
Third’s time; and this Ballance being confidered
abftraltedly, without any View to our general
Trade; an inconfiderate Zeal hurried our Ance-
ftors into the Scheme of diftrefling the Fren:h King
by Prohibitions and high Cuftoms on his Goods,

net
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not confidering the Hurt we fhould thereby do our-
felves, and without ever effe€ually putting in mo-
tion thofe Means that were praticable to eafe our
own Trade, fo that we only difperfed, during our
laft Wars, our Trade to dearer Nations ; we
bought dearer German and Dutch Linens, dearer
Italian and Dutch Silks, Paper, &ec. as if it was
better to pay thofe Nations 15 or 184d. for what
the French would fell for 1 s. diftrefling our People
by dear Prices and thereby draining us of our Mo-
ney the fafter ; for fuch large Quantities of cheap
French Goods as were confumed here, being pro-
hibited made the Demand greater for the Dutch,
German, and [talian dearer Goods, giving them at
the fame time a Monopoly againft ourfelves, which
made them raife their Prices on us f{till higher.
One would be apt to think that our Fore-fathers
had a mind to drive all the Money out of the Na-
tion. For God’s fakz! let us have Wit in our
Anger, and not pay dear Prices to pretended
Friends when Enemies will fell us cheaper; let us
befriend ourfelves a little, by faving our Money,
which is the Life of Trade and the Sinews of
War ; let us keep this Power in our own Hands,
to command Weightand Refpe& from our Neigh-
bours, not fquander it away to them, and be forced
to court the Afliftance cf thofe we give Power to,
and fometimes even court in vain ; fo much for
“Times of War.

But in times of Peace the Smuggling-Trade
goes on ealier, high Duties are Temptations that
promote it, Miniiters of State may be bribed to
brow-beat or difcharge Officers for doing their
Duty ; Goods that in a Free-Trade coft but 1001,
being charged with 50 per Cent. Duty, a Smuggler
will fell for 120 or 1251, for the Rifk muft be paid
for, though the Dutics arcfaved ; f{o thateven the
Smuggling-Trade cofts us more than a Free-Trade,

and
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and may perhaps be one of the Reafons that the

Exchanée%vith%’rame is much againftus: Where-

as had our Country been made a Free-Port in

King Charles the Second’s time, and all Taxes

Jaid on the Confumers of Luxuries, the French

themfelves during the laft Wars with England,

would have fled from Mifery at home, to a Coun-

try that by its Freedom from Taxes and Eafe in

Trade, feemed to invite the Eftablifhment of all

Manufaures, our Ballance to France could not

have arofe to that deftru&tive Height itis now at,

nor had the French ever made the Figure in Trade

ow do.

the')fl‘l?e Courfes of the Exchanges are Fa&ts noto-

rious to People converfant in Trade ; upon thofe
Fa&s I reft my Arguments, in an{wer to the a-

bove Obje&tion s by which it appears plainly, that
a Free-Port Trade would leflen the Ballance a-

gainft us, even with France 3 agreeableto the Au-

thor of the Britannia Languens ; who in p, 281,
fays, ¢ Now if we look back to the Grounds and
¢ Reafons of the Decay of our Englih Trade, we
¢ (hall ind them to be no other than our own
¢ ;]I Conftitutions in Trade, which are not a bit
¢ remedied by the French Prohibition, and there-
¢ fore will prevent any Advantage we might, per-
¢ haps, otherwife receive from it.  And in p. 268,
¢ Should we fuppofe that it (7. e, the Prohibition)
« would reftcre the Ballance, nay, that it fhould
¢ render the National Trade of England fomewhat
¢ peneficial, yet it muft be confefled, that a com-
¢ pieat Regulation of our Trade, would render it
¢ prodigioufly more beneficial, (perhaps more than
¢ all the Trade of Europe befides) confidering how
¢ our Advantages in Trade would reduce the Trade
¢ of our neighbouring Nations, asours does im-
¢ prove)

Notwithftanding
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Notwithftandiug what has been faid in favour of
a Free-port, fuch ftrong Prejudices againft a Free
Trade with France, have been raifed by moft of
our late Authors on this Subje&t, that few People
have any but frightfu'ys Ideas of it. The Britifh
Merchant, a Work in great Reputation, has brought
heavy Obje&tions againft a Trade with France ;
the Strength of which, it may not be improper
to examine, In Vol. I p. 12 he fays;

I

¢ Goods imported to be re-exported, is cer~
¢ tainly a national Advantage; but few or no
¢ French Goods are ever exported from Great Bri-
¢ tain, except to our Plantations, but are all con-
¢ fumed at home, therefore no Benefit can be
¢ reaped this way by the French Trade.

II.

¢ Letting Ships to Freight cannot but be of
¢ fome Profit to a Nation, but it is very rare if
¢ the french ever make ufe of any other Ships than
¢ their own ; they vi€tual and man cheaper than
¢ we, therefore nothing is to be got from them
¢ by this Article,

III.

¢ Things that are of abfolute Neceffity can-
¢ not be reckoned prejudicial to a Nation, but
€ France produces nothing that is neceffary, or e-
* ven convenient, but which we had better be
¢ without.’

Each of thefe Objeétions is introduced with a
general Maxim which the French Trade is aflerted
to be inconfiftent with, and if underftood accord -
ing to theprefent or then State of our Trade, are

founded
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in Truth; fo that Iwould not be thought
fl')o;ntdlfg following Remarks to reflet on the Au-
thors of the Britifp Merchant, for feafonably op-
pofing eur engaging in Trade with the French on
unequal Terms during our prefent ill Regulations.
But thefe Obje&ions are founded only on thofe
ill Regulations, for they otherwife have noWeight,
and will fall to the ground when they are removed,
fo that they affe& not an Englih, untaxed Free-
Port Trade with France, which 1 fhall endeavour
to prove, and fhall farther confirm by proving,
That had our Trade no Incumbrance on it, @
Trade with France muft be beneficial. .

To the firft Obje&ion, I anfwer, ‘That it can
proceed only from our ill Regulations of our
Trade ; for high Cuftoms prevent Merch.ants en-
groffing in cheap Times, the Duties running away
with great Part of their Capitals, the Intereft of
Money lying dead for Duties, is fuch a Charge as
no Trade can bear that is rivalled by People free
from fuch Clogs : befides, great Part of the Du-
ties on French Goods are not repaid on Exporta-
tion, fo that it is impoflible to fend them to any
Market but our Plantations 5_our Monopolles and
1ll-judged Laws that make Navigation dear, pre-
vent our giving that Vent to the French Goods
which the Dutch are capable of doing, though
they have not the natural Advantages that we have,
and they cherifh this Trade that we condemn as
one of their beft Branches, being a great Support

of their Navigation. According to the Reprefen-
sation of the Body of Merchants to the French
King in 1658, a Copy whereof was fent to the
States-General by their Ambaflador Borecl, the Ex-
ports of France o Holland and England ( Vide AZe-

moires
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moires de De Wit, p. 211. the Britifb Merchant, Vol,
2,p. 232.) amosnted to 30 Millions of Crowns ma-
ing 6,750,0
The Bri- A 6:750,000
tifh Merchant,
Vol. 1, p.
306,makes our
Dnports  from
rance n
1686, by the
Cuftom - Houfe
Accounts, a-
mount to
T whicé 1,284,419 10 03
he adds of
himfelf, for
Goods elande-
Rinely import-
ed, 428,139 16 o9
Buttoleave
no room for

Cavil in Vol.

2, p. 238,

he publifhes

an Account of

My Fortrey’s

awhichmade our

Imports  from

¥ranceamount
 yearly to, 2,600,000 00 O

, £ 4,312,559 07 ©O
Dhe Medium of which two Aec-

caunts is 2,156,279 13 cb

Which being deduéted, the
Remainder muft be the Dutch

imports, amounting to £ 4,593,720 o6 06
De
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De Wit, in his Memoirs, p. 211, fays, The great
¢ part of the French Exports are for Holland ; th®
above Account verifies it; and in Page 214, he
fays, That the Dutch confume and Jell almoft all th
Wine, and Salt that go out of France ; and in Page
213, he fays, It is certain that the French gain every
Year upon the Dutch above 50 Millions of Money, be-
befides the Goods they fend to France ; thefe I take to be
Livres making 10 Millions of Crowns at 544d.1s
2,250,000/,

The Dutch cannot confume that Quantity of
French Goods, for if they did, they could not
have a Shilling left in the Country with fuch an
immenfe yearly Over-ballance for near a Century ;
therefore the Bulk of thefe Imports muft be for
Re-exportation, which the Objection fays is cer-
tainly a National Advantage; this the Dutch
know, and feel the Sweets of, for they were fo
far from being, like us, frightened at the Amount
of the Imports, or the Over-ballance above, though
vaftly fuperior to ours, that neither the lalt French
War, nor the Intreaties of their Allics, could
perfwade them to prohibit that Trade; nay, they
are grown exceflively rich with double the Impor-
tation that we thought would beggar us. Such
clear Perceptions have the Dutch of Trade, and
that Foundation of it, Freedom: Such Enemies
are they to Prohibitions, or to give any Foreign-
ers Monopolies againft them, or to pay dearer to
Friends for what Enemies will fell them cheaper.
Therefore as the Dutch reap a Bencfit by this
Trade, much more may the Englifs, whole Na-
tural Advantages, if difencumbered, are greater
than theirs.

To the SecondI anfwer, It is notorious that
foreign Ships frequent the French Ports and take
in Ladings, fome of which I prefume are for
Fremch Accompt; but that we can get nothing

from
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from them by Freight, becaufe they viual and
man cheaper than we, can arife only from our ill
Reguflatx_ons in Trade, for our natural Advantages
are fuperior to thefe in Navigation.

In the Shipping- Article the French are deficient
and forced to buy of us to a large Amount yearly:

In the Vidnalling-Article the French are defi-
cient, and forced to buy in Jreland to a large A-
mount yearly. °

Thefe Articles bring fome Profit to our own
People, and are attended with fome Charges in
their T'ranfportation to the Fremch, confequently
are I;enhanceg in Price to them.

y our Bounties we furnifh the French wit
Wheat for Bifcuit at about 2s. per Quarter <:he:;;t>}-l
er thanour own People. Videp. 120

‘That the French man cheaper than we, I doubt,
though they pafs lefs Wages; for not being fo ex-
pert as we, they are forced to put more Hands on
board their Ships, whereby their, Expences are
enhanced by additional Wages and Confumption
of Stores: to which add the Advance of Infurance
they are forced to pay, no Infurer in general will
under-write on French Ships for folow Premiums
ason Englifh,

.Before the Prohibition of Irifh Provifions, we
victualled cheaper than any People, and fold to
bqth French and Dutch, and was that Monopoly,
| w:t_h our Taxes and Bounties, taken off, we thould
be in the fame State as before, confequently vic-
tual cheaper than either.

As Cuftoms and Excifes enhance the Prices of
Neceflaries, they make all Viétualling and Stores
come dearer to our Owners of Ships.

As Cuftoms and Excifes enhance the Prices of
Neceflaries, they oblige the Sailor to demad high
Wages to fupport himfelf and Family.

_ ‘ We
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We have more Sailors than the French, as ap-
pears by the Lifts of Ships at foreign Ports, con-
fequently fhould navigate cheaper ; for it Is a
Maxim in Trade, The greater Plenty of Hands, the
lower the Wages. v

But this Benefit we defeat by our Navigation-
A& which gives the Sailorsa Monopoly againtt
our Merchants, fo that on the leaft Spurt of Trade
they extort exceflive Wages. '

Let thefe ill Regulations be removed, and will
any one fay that the People who are Buyers of
Ships, and Victuals for them, can navigate cheap-
er than the Sellers ? that the People who put the
moft Hands on Board, and pay a high Infurance,
can navigate cheaper than thofe that put few
Hands on Board, and can be infured the cheapeft
of any People? that a Nation that hasa lefs Num-
ber of Sailors can navigate cheaper than another
that has a greater? that a People that pay arbi-
trary Taxes can navigate cheaper than thofe that
pay no Taxes at all? it cannot be.

As no People by their Natural Advantages can
navigate fo cheap as we, fo no People are ena-
bled to give fucha Vent to their Growths, Manu-
falures and Imports as we, and thofe Nations
that would give theirs the fame Vent muft employ
our Shipping, or Trade to Difadvantage : therefore
we can force the French either to give us Freights,
or ruin their Trade, either of which muft leflfen
their Navigation, Riches and Power, and in-
creafe ours.

To the Third 1 anfwer, Thefe very Authors,
in Page 15, reckon, that had the Duties on French
Goods been lowered according 10 the Stipulations in the
Treaty of Commerce made at Utrecht, our annual
Confumption of French Linens would have bheen
600,000 /; being the greateft Amount of any one

Article; this Obje&ion therefore is a Miftake,
: occafioned
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occafioned by an over Zeal ; for it appears by the
fame Authors, Vol. 1 p. 283, that we ufed 1o im-
port from France feveral neceflary Articles, fuch as
Prunes, Salt, Soap, Thread, .

I believe I need not prove Linens to be either
neceflary or convenient, fince nobody can deny
it, therefore France produces fomething that we
want, and until we can gain the Manufa@ure of
it ourfelves (which the removing the Clogs on our
Trade only can effed) highly neceflary to be
bought where cheapeft, which'I prefume by the
Quantities imported, and the Prohibition, to have
been in France, otherwife the Prohibition had been
needlefs ; and if we raife the Price of Fremch Li-
nens by Cuftoms to exceed other Foreign that are
dearer, I have proved in Page 115 that we diftrefs
our whole Trade ; and in p. 101 that by a Free-
Port Trade we muft gain the Manufaéture, at
leaft for our Confumption.

I come now to a bold Attempt, and what at
firft View will flartle moft People, and that is to
prove, that were all our Taxes, Monopolies, and
Ill-judged Laws removed, or, in other Words, if
our Trade had no Incumbrance on it, but was
quite free, that then our Trade to Franmce muft be
beneficial,

The Authors of the Britifh Merchant, writing
againft thc Treaty of Commerce made with Frauce
at Utrecht, compute, that had the Duties on French
Goods been lowered according to thofe Stipulations, we

 Jhould have paid to France yearly for .

Wine, 450,000
Brandy, 10,000
Linen, 600,000
Paper, 30,000
Silks, 500,C00

S ———————y o, W

£ 1,650,000
’ Let
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Let us examine how much of this Sum we
fhould pay if our Trade was quite free}.1 ¢ beine the
As to the Wine-Artiele, I agree, tha tgt.on
moft efteemed of an}; inSEura‘il))e,togeirtnl];;cz;;taoxf n
i d that bum, bu ]
nw];%}f; el::nrzzﬁf;d by our Re-exportation ; fgr
our natural Advantages being greater ttheinvzni
Dutch, we fhould give thofe Wines a gbreathe Vent
than they were yet able to do, and be e com-
mon Carriers of them, by which meanSé) o
fits and Freights would make our own '? fump-
tion come very eafy, eafier than eveir l'll as to
Holland; but to avoid all Objection, wal
for that Expence the above Sum of 4.;0,]30n(;t i
As to the Brandy-Article, that coxlx) _not cof
us any thing ; for as our Rum can eC1 l{)'um d
heaper, and is more wholefome, our :n np
:ion would be chiefly that, fo the Brandies .1?1-
ported would be chieﬂ{l ]forﬂf'lsl-(eiﬁgogmtx:)hr; 2 rgf
i nnot help thi C
‘évt};l::dllf??g?griltlscr;uﬁ greatly exceed our Confump-
tloguxtn t\l:zlrte.is one Confideration that will reduce
this Wine-Article, and that is, Thathas l(;l‘sl mi);
a perifhable Commodity, we {houlci‘j oa]r I\/l}ar-
cheap Times vaft Qlangtlcfsé :gisw oc:\ ott});r far-
\ ad Se )
kF;:nYcr;:lg;az;i?atzdinary Profits by the Stocks
:’:re hail’ by us, which befides would be a great
igation.
Bezzﬁtt;o S}\:: I\Iljli:'llegr:tiopaper, lz)md hSilg-Articges,
i irely, for by the Encourage-
th:::: Io?rc:l:: %l'l:ag: tvlvre )n;uf’c gain thofe Mam}fac-
?leres as is proved in p. 1003 .and fc:ir ct:he bi;r?]i
Reafc,ms we muft gain the Indigo and Cam

Trades. Therefore
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Therefore all thefe migh*

ty confumptive Importati~

ons are reduced only tfo the

Wine-Articleabove o :
InVol.1.p. 15, the Au- T 4505000

thors of the Brityh Mer-

chant compute our yearly

Exports to France on the

Peace at only 200,000
Whereas in p. 305, by

a Cuftom-houfe Accompt

they publith, viz. from Mi-

chaelmas 168; to Michael-

mas 180, (in which are

wanting the Michaelmas
arter for Deal, Dart-

mouti, it bitby, and Milfard)

our’ Exports amounted to 515,228
N. B. In this Account

there is no menticn either

of the Wool or Ship-Arti-

cles ; the Corn-Article a-

mounts but to 14285/ 8s.

the Hard-ware, under the

Heads of Wrought-Iron,

Clock-work, and Nails, a-

mounts but to 1646/ 125,

6d. and the Tobacco but

to 2793/, gs. 2d.
In Vol. 2, p. 238, they

quote MTr, Fortrey, who

makes our annual Exports

amount to 1,000,000

L 1,71 5,2;;
The Medium’ whereof is 4 571,742
The Dutch cannot be fuppofed to ’

export lefs of their French Imports
than
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Brought over £ 571,742
than the Amount of what De #it fays
the Over-ballance of France ison them,
viz. 2,250,000/ which is a very mo-
derate Computation, for it makes their
annual Confumption far fuperior ta
whatever England’s was proved to be,
and muft be a great deal too much for
that frugal People; now the Freights,
Charges, and Profits paid the Dutch
on that Re-exportation cannot be lefs
than 10 per Cent. amounting to
225,000/, clear Gain to Holland by
that T'rade.

As the Natural Advantages of Bri-
tain fat exceed thofe of Holland, as ap-
pears p. 73, fo by a Free-Port Trade
we cannot be fuppafed to give a lefs
Vent to our French Imports than the
Dutch did, or with lefs Profit, there-
fore we may fafely add to our Exports
the Gain Holland received by Re-ex-
porting French Goods, amounting an-

nually to 225,000
£ 796,742

From that muft be dedu&ed the 7
'Wine-Article above, amounting to 450,000

W AP e

‘Therefore the annual Benefit to

Britain from France by a Free-Port
Trade muft be at leaft £ 346,742
Our Goods are fo well manufatured that their
Neatnefs recommends them every where, nothing
obftructs them but their dear Price; but was their
fititious Value once taken off, they would come
cheaper than ever they yet were, fo that our Ex-
porss to Franee would naturally increafe, and
might
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might exceed even Mr. Fortrey’s Computation of
1 Million per Ann. As we beat the French out of
forcign Markets their Manufaltures muft decay
and of courfe they will want the greater Supp’l;
from us; if they prohibit them by high Duties
they put themfelves in the Cafe of the Spaniards,
p. 127.

Here is, I think, Demonftration to thofe that
will open their Eyes, that Great-Britain, by dif-
encumbering and.making its Trade quite free
1c)annot beEhurt by France, much lefs by any other

ower in Europe, but muft of neceffit
firft Rank in ’lf')'rade. 7 hold - the

But now perhaps it will be faid, This
French Defians, tll))is Author is a éoncelzlgzv})‘geijczf
man, the French are already too powerful, we
mutft take care. ’

To this I anfwer, That Britain fhould be al-
ways vigilant over the Defigns of France, but
need not be afraid of her Power ; her wife Re-
gulations in Trade fhould be the Objeéts we
fhould keep our Eyes upon, and out-do her in if
poflible, or elfe as fhe rifes we muft fink; but
it is our Comfort that our Remedy is always in
our own Hands ; nor can there be any folid Rea-
fon for the Nation’s paying dearer to other Coun-
tries for Goods we could buy cheaper in France :
‘Would any wife Dealer in London buy Goods of a
Duytch Shopkeeper for 15 or 184. when he could
have the fame from a French Shopkeeper for 1 s,
would he not confider that by fo doing he fhould
empty his own Pockets the fooner, and that in
the end he would greatly injure his Family by
fuch Whims ? And fhall this Nation commit an
Abfurdity that ftares every private Man in the
Face? Do our good Friends, the Dutch, commit
fuch a Blunder in favour of us? They know their
own Intereft too well, and have too good No-

tions
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tions of Trade to do it. The prefent Power of
France is indeed great, her Dominions in Europe
are bigger and more populous by at leaft 1 than
ours; but as her Naval Force cannot match the
half of what we have, our Situation makes us the
only one of her Neighbours that need not fear her;
beftdes, her People are not in proportion fo rich,
her Colonies not fo extenfive and populous as ours:
But the certain way to be fecure, is to be more
owerful, that is, to extend our Trade as far as it
is capable of; and as Reftraints have proved its
Ruin, to reje& them, and depend on Freedom for
Security, bidding Defiance to the French or any
Nation in Europe that took Umbrage at our exert-
ing our Natural Advantages. Before thefe Taxes
we were more powerful, why not fo again? Itis
our own Fault if we are not. By the Britifh Mer-
chant, Vol. 2. p. 232, the Exports of France in
1658, according to De Wity were [, 6,750,000
And in p. 314, the Exports of England
in 1699 were
To which we may add the Value of the
four Branches of Trade gainsd by 2
Free-Port, vide p. 108, befides the
other Benefits not enumerated, 9,000,000

S ——

6,788,0c0

£ 15,788,000

Suppofe the French to have now doubled theic
Trade of 1658, we can not only double the Value
of ours of 1699, but more, as appears above: Be-
fides, the Progrefs we fhould make in Europe and
in the Eafl-Indies by a Free Trade, and the vaft
Improvements our Colonies in America are capable
of, muft increafe the Demand for our Manufac-
tures beyond what was ever known. Let all thefe

be duly confidered, with the vaft Strength of our
Navy,
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Navy, and the Fear of the French Power muft va-
nith like a Phantom.  mperator maris terre Domi.
nus, is a Proverb applied by De 77it in his Memoires
to a King of England ; let us examine whether this
Remark on our Power will hold good at this time

If France now gives Laws by Land, Britain can
now do it by Sea; and in a little time the Sea will
command the Land, -for our Men of War can de-
ftroy their Ships, ravage their Coafts, batter down
their Forts, and burn down their Sea-Port Towns :
this muft ruin their 1'rade, as Trade goes fo muft
their Money, and when the Money is gone, the
Armies cannot be fupported, they muft be drawn
from the Countries they invade, or they will defert
rather than perith with Hunger for want of Pay.
Had we pufhed on the late War only by our Fleets

we fhould have given quicker Relief to our Allies,
faved our Money, prevented a Load of Debts ané
foon brought the War to a Conclufion; fc’n' the
ftrong Towns which we took in Flanders, with fo
much Expence of Blood and Treafure, muft have
been abandoned by the French Troops for want of
Pay, want of Ammunition and Provifion, and
have fallen into our Allies Hands without ﬁ;iking
a Stroke, or making only fuch a faint Refiftance as
the Queen of Hungary’s unpaid Troops and unpro-
vided Towns did before we granted her a Subfidy.
'We have never yet exerted our natural Naval Force;
had the French ever felt the full Weight of it the;
would be more humble, they would not dz’are fo
- wantonly to invade our Allies on the Continent

for fear of drawing down our Vengeance upox;
them,

If any Englifbman fhould be fo vapouri

doubt whether Trade and Navigatiol; ucr;{xllleaﬂ's'eg
this, I defire him only to confider what a few
Dytch Fithing towns were enabled thereby to do in
their Revolt from Spain, whofe Power was then the

Dread
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Dread of Europe; the mighty Wars they main-
tained by Sea and Land for fifty-feven Years againft
that Crown, which at laft gave fuch a Shock and
Redu&ion to the Power of Spain, as it hath not
been fince able to recover. The extending at the
fame Time their Trade all over the World, and
making vaft Conquefts in both Eaft and Weft-In-
dies, until they arofe to fuch a Prodigy of Riches
and Power, that they became the Envy and Ter-
ror of all their Neighbours ; and that from folowa
Condition, that at the Union of Utrecht, Puffendorf,
in his Introduion to the Hiftory of Europe, p.
226, fays, They coined a Medal, wherein their
State was reprefented by a Ship, without Sails or
Rudder, left to the Mercy of the Waves, with this
Infcription, Incertum guo fata ferant.

And will not Trade and Navigation have great-
er Effe@s in thefe three Kingdoms, whofe Natural
Advantages exceed any in Eurgpe 2 who have now
a greater Naval Force in Commiflion, than all its
natural Enemies can oppofe againt it in a T'welve-
month, and would we but exert it, fhould hardly
fuffer them to have a Fifhing-Boat at Sea, orto
gain a Penny thereon, to pay Armies to invade
their Neighbours; this is the fhorteft and beft way
to reduce the exorbitant Power of France, which,
when diftreffed on the Sea-Coafts, like a human
Body that has one Part difeafed, will languith
throughout, and afford an Opportunity to its Neigh-
bours to make eafy Conquefts upon it in their
turn.

There is a farther Confideration in carrying on
a French War by Sea only, and ruining their T'rade,
and that is, that what Trade they lofe we fhall
get; for by harafling their Coafls, their Merchant-
men could not, without great Rifk, get out orinj;
the Turkey, Eaft-India, and Sugar Trades, would

be
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be rendered impradicable to them, and the Bulk
of them fall into our Hands again: Every 100/,
that we get by fupplanting them in Trade, or ta-
king their Ships, makes them fo much weaker to
defend themfelves, and we fo much ftronger to at-
tack them, which isa double Damage to them

anda double Benefit to us; now the ftronger our
Attacks are, and the weaker our Enemy’s Defence

the fooner muft a War terminate to our Honeur’
which confirms a Remark I have often heard made,
That itis our Intereft as Traders, to havea Frem'/;
War once in Seven Years; and the Spaniards

whom we are uncapable of attacking in any other
manner with Succefs, have a Proverb, Paz con
Ingalaterra y con todo el Mundo Guerra, Peace with
England, and War with all the World ; fo fevere-
ly did they formerly feel the Effe@s of our Navyal
Force.

Our Prohibitions and bigh Duties have not ruin-
ed the French, who make a greater Figure in Trade
and empty our Pockets more than ever, fo tha;
unlefs we have thereby improved our Trades to o-
ther Countries, we are in a fine Condition.

‘The Authors of the Britifh Merchant, Vol. o, g
4, writing againft the fhameful Treaty of Com-
merce made with France at Utrecht, in the Year
1713, fay, We gain a Million every Year by the
Ballance of our Trade with Portugal and Kaly, and
near twice as much as that with Flanders, Germany
and Holland; and thall we venture the lofing the
Gain qf three Millions every Year from thofe
Countries, not for the fake of gaining, but of lo-
fing a fourth Million every Year to France ?

Let us fee now how thefe advantageous Baliances
have been fecured to us by high Cuftoms and Pro-
hibitions.

By
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By Caflaing’s Paper of Feb. 3, 1740,
Landen gave to Genoa for the Dollar 54d.
to Venice for the Ducat Banco, 51d.
to Leghorn for the Dollar so0d.

i Bl

By Sir Ifaac Newton’s Tables,.

Genoa, the Par is 54d.
wa—Lofs to England about 1 per Cent.

Venice, the Par is 49d. 49.dec.
mLofs to England about 3 3 per Cent.

Leghorn, the Par is 51d. 69 2 dec.
———Gain to England about 2 per Cent.

To Genoa and Venice the Ballance is againft usy,
and favourable only a fmall Matter to Leghorn.

Feb. 3, ¥740,
London gave to Lifbon for the Millree 65d.
‘The Par is 67 dec. 166 dec.
w—QGain to England about 3  per Gent.

The Britifp Merckant, Vol. 3, p. 107, informs
us, that in fome Years, when Corn was cheap.
here and dear in Portugal, (he means during the laft
Woar) our Ballance was fo very great, that not-
withftanding we paid Subfidies to the King of Por-
tugal, and paid for Troops, there were alfo vaft
Sums for Supplies of our Armies in Valentia and
Cataloniay yet ftill the Over-ballance lay fo much.
againft them, that the Exchange has been at 5s.
2d. and 5s. a Millree,

Pirtugal is a conftant Market for Corn, either
from Britain or its American Colonies; the latter,
together with Ireland, fupply it with vaft Quanti-
ties of Provifions, great part of the Payments of
which, centers in London: And though we have
no Subfidies or Armies to pay, as in the late War,
yet the Lifbon Exchange is {o far from falling to 5s.

or
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or 5s. 2d. per Millree, that it has not for many

.Years been under 5s. 4d. which can be only ow-
ing to the Decline of the Portugal Market for our
NIanufa&ures, particularly the Woollen. Foreign-
ers working cheaper, fteal it away by Degre%'y
Cloths between 8 and 115, per Yard, the Dufcli
Tupply them with, and have beat out ours about
that Price entirely, as has been obferved before
France begins to fupply them with fome Woollcns.
but to fraly fhe fends vaft Quantities, So that it
appears by the Exchanges now, that not muc‘h of
the fuppofed annual Gain of a Million from Por-
tugal or Italy can now remain, great Part of th

Portugal Gold brought here, being for Dutch A :
count;handhtne Moidores circulated for 2d -c';
more than they are worth i ion i

more than th -'}:-per Gentf » by which the Nation is

Feb. 3, 1740.
35.5.0;1{0(;1 égiave the Pougé Stﬁling to Antwerp, for
boue Z};ergt:”i.s 35s. 17 dec. Gain to England a-
forl;o:cﬁn' lgz:;.fe the Pound Sterling to /mflerdam
bont depgaéi;tj.gti s. 59 dec. Lofs to England, a-
335‘0711(.1073 fgave the Pound Sterling to Hamburgh for
bout ';"—‘lz);gl;ageizstgs s. 17 dec. Lofs to England, a-

London exchanges with Norway, Swed
Ruffia, by the Way of Hamburgh ya’nd A”g;l’z,rdjzd
Joffua Gee, who was alfo a Writer in the Briti/};
Merchant, as appears by the Preface; in his Trearife
an Trade, publithed feveral Years after, fuppofes,

p-178,
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p. 178, the Ballance we pay to

Norway to be £ 130,000
Sweden 240,000
Ruffia 400,000

i £ 770,000
He fuppofes, p. 179, that we pay
a Ballance to Flanders of 250,0001.
but as the Exchange to Antwerp ap-
pears to be Advantageous, to avoi

all Exceptions, I fhall fuppofe we

gain as much 250,000
The Intereft paid to Foreigners,

who are Proprietors in our Funds,

being chiefly Dutch 400,C00
Neat annual Ballance due to Eng-

land, from Germany and Holland,

to make the Britiyh Merchant’s Cal-

culation 580,000

£ 2,000,000

Such a formidable Sum due to us yearly, as
§80,0001. muft make the Hamburgh and Amfler-
dam Exchanges fomething at leaft in our Favour.
But is it fo? Alas! it appears by the Courfe and
Par of the Exchanges above, that this Ballance int
our Favour is not only all gone, but that we have
a Ballance to pay ourfelves, to both Germany and
Hylland ; and it cannot be a fmall one neither
fince it makes the Exchange to both fo much 1
our Disfavour.

We are going headlong to Deftrudtion, with
carrying on lofing "Trades with our Neighbours,
and what has brought us to thislow Ebb? certainly
our Excifes, Cuftoms, Prohibitions, Ill-judged
Laws, Monopolies, and the national Debts; thefe
are the Caufes; the Effeés are loft Trades and de-

caying
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caying Rents; no quacking with the Effeéls will
reftore us to a found Conffitution, and th(;. Caufes
muft be removed-or it is all loft Labour. )
Before unloading our Manufa&ures of the above-
mentioned Grievances, it would be an unaccount
able Notion (agreeable to Gee’s Opinion) to ma.’-;
our Ports Free, but after thofe Political Fetters a‘;e
taken off, having fo many fuperior Advantages
rqaothmg could be feared but by thofe who envy%u:‘
Succefs: Our natural Advantages are fo great that
they are the Foundation of great Part of the Ricﬁ
es of our Rivals, and that they may make the creat:
cr Impreflion on the Reader’s Memory, Pag% 7
where they are enumerated, fhould be here turgz
ed to; and after that View, will any one doubt
whether any foreign Manufallurers can underworlk
a People untaxed, free from Oppreflions, and with
fuch Advantages; it is an Affront to the Britifh
Wation to fuppofe it. We may rather fuppole
that by fuch Bleflings, upon every War or p(Fl)a"a.:
mity on the Continent, the declining Muanufac-
turers would fly to this Afylum with their Arts
adding Wealth and Strength yearly to the Natior;’
We have ated upon narrow Principles, as if t-he;
Trade of the World could be made fubfervient to
our Reftri®tions, which are inconfiltent with its
very Nature, and always throw it into a new
Channel.  Cuftoms have been compared o a
Trade(man’s fetting up a Turnpike at his Door to
raife Money on his Cuftomers, and would it be \a
wonder if they contradled their Dealings with fo
wrong-headed a Man ? Sir Walter Ralrx'grb:"s Remark
on the Fate of Genca, fully proves this, which.be‘-
ing formerly a Free-Port, was the Store-houfe of
Italy, but fetting a Cuftom of 16 per Cent. on
Goods imported, they loft their Trade of Foreign
Merchandize to Leghorn, made a Free-Port by the
Duke of Tufeany, which continuing ftill Free, re-
taing
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¢ains its Alourifhing Condition. If fucha Duty. ru-
ined the Trade of Genoa, what will become of ours
that is loaded on fome Articles from 50 to 100 per
Cent.

Monfieur Colbert made Lewis the X1V'th fo fen-
fible of the Advantages accruing by eafing the
Trade of France, that - frer declaring in the Intro-
Ju&ion to the Tariff of 1664, thata large Bounty
fhould he given to encourage Manufaétures and’
Navigation, yet he lays not fuch a Strefs upon the
Bounties, as the leflening the Duties on the Ex-
ports and Imports, which he calls the moft effectu-.
al Means for the reftoring of Trade; what effect
they have had, the Ruin of our Sugar, Turkey,
Woollen, and Home-Fifhing Trades declares.

The French now permit the landing the Sugars
and Indico of their Colonies at Hawvre and Bour=
déausx for Re-exportation, Duty free.

To conclude the Remarks on thefe 1ft and 2d
Articles. Whatever is neceffary for Life or Ma-
nufadtures, we fhould ftudy to let our People have
it the cheapeft Manner, that the Poor may main-
tain themfelves by their Labour without burdening
the Rich, and raife Taxes<only on the Luxurious ;
and, if low Prices rather prevent than encourage
the Confumption of fureign Vanities, why fhould
we recommend them by raifing an Efteem for them
with high Cuftoms? Let us politically, like the
wife Dutch, tempt Forcigners to encourage ou¥
Manufa&ures, pay our* Ships Freights, and to our
Merchants, Commiffion and Ware-houfe-rent for
the Goods they lodge here upon Speculation; no
Concern of ours what they are, we.muft get by
tifem, fo fhall our Poor have full Employment,
our Country become the Storehoufe, and our Sail-

ors the Carriers of the World,
Third
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Thrd PROP O S A L.

To abolith our Monopolies, unite freland, and
put all the Subje&s of thele three Kingdoms o’n the
fame Footing in Trade. |

By abolithing Monopolies, I only mean all ex-
clufive Trades, not to prevent any from Tradin
with a large joint Stock who choofe it, but that

every one fhould trade in the Manner he found moft
beneficial.
Qf the Benefits arifing by abolithing Monopolies
&e. ’

Firfl, It will increafe Trade.

By t'eﬁQring our People to their natural Rights
and allowing them to gain, by their Induftry ar:
honeft Livelihood, wherever they can find it, ,

t Byhpreventm.;g any Set of People from combining
ogether to raife extravagant Wa
or Prices of Goods. gent Wages for Labaur,

By furnithing us with the cheapeft Neceffaries
and at the cheapeft Freights, the Market being,
epen for all,

By taking away from our Goods all their prefent
Adtitious Value, whereby their Cheapnefs muft
prodigiouity increafe their Want ; efpecially the
Wooliens, whereby the Price of Wool will be raif-
ed, and its Smuggling prevented.

By leflening the Fremch and Dutch Woollen-
Trades, in depriving the People of our Weol to af-
Mr;their Goods.

by extending our Commerce to three-qu
Parts of the Globe, where it now ]angui{heg. e

By ruining all foreign Eaft-India Cempanies,
who could not fupport themfelves againft our Free.
Traders.

By increafing the Number of Buyers at Home
for our Goods, confequently raife their Value; a

Cormpany being but one Buyer. ’

¥y

Decline of the ForeraN TrADE. 15§

By increafing the Number of Buyers abroad ;
private Dealers trade at 2 lefs Expence than Com-
panies, and pufhing againft one another, muft fell
for reafonable Profits, whereby a greater Vent is
given to our Goods.

By gaining us the Herring-Fifhery, for the Rea-
fons mentioned in Page 104.

By increafing our Navigation vaftly; for by the
Fifhery, and by opening the Eaft-India and Tur-
key Trades, twenty Ships would be employed
where one is now. There go above twenty pri-
vate Ships to Africa, to one the Company fends.

By opening the Woollen Trade of Ireland, that
of Britain will receive Benefit (though the contra-
ry is the common Opinion) which I prove thus,
fuppofe one Pack of Irifh Wool of 6 /. value, to
make four Cloths, that Pack of Wool being Smug-
gled to France, works up two Packs of French
Wool, making altogether twelve Cloths.

A Pack of Irifh Wool fmuggled to
France, hinders the Sale of twelve Englifh
Cloths, fuppofing them of 6 /. value each,
prevents the circulating of L 72

A Pack of Wool Manufaured in Tre-

Jand, can hinder the Sale but of four Eng-

lith Cloths at 6/. each; can prevent the
circulating but of 24
The Differenceis £ 48

Tt is computed that one Third of what

Ireland gets, centers here at laft, which on
the four Cloths at 6/, each, making 24/ is 8

The Benefit that Englund rcceives by
every Pack of Wool manufaltured in Jre- ——
land, inftead of being run to France, is L 56
The Wool of France is too coarfe to manufac-
ture for Exportaticn, but being mixt with 5 Irifh,
makes faleable Cloth; every feur Cloths exported
from
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from Ireland as above, ftops the Exportation of
twelve French Cloths; the foreign Confumption
is ftill the fame, let who will fupply the Market :
Ireland can export no more ManufaQures of our
Sorts than it grows Wool, for were the Englifh un-
taxed, and unmonopolized, they would manufac-
ture all their own Wool; if twelve Cloths are
wanted at any Market, and Zreland can fupply but
four, and France for want of Irith Waol, not any;
Britain muft {upply the remaining eight, 7

.By an Union with Ireland, the Taxes on Bri-
taii will be leffened for the prefent, whereby the
will contribute to make our Goods ftill cheapery
confequently more vendible: The Zr#h now pa;
no Taxes to the general, but only to their private
Support 3 whereas the greater the Number of Peo-
ple are by whom a Sum is to be raifed, the lighter
it falls on each; and the more the /rih flourith on
the Deftru&ion of the French Trade, the more
would they beenabled to eafe the Taxes of the Peo-
ple in general, whereby all being on the fame hap-
py Footing, no Difcontent could arife, but a gene-
ral Improvement fpread over the three Kingdoms
without Prejudice to each other. ’

Secondly, Tt will employ our Poor.

This is a Confequence of the laft Remark, for
the more Manufactures, Navigation, and F,ifhe-
ries flourifh, the greater Employment they proviae
for the Poor.

Thirdly, It will increafe the Stock of People.

"This is a Confequence of the firft Remark, for
where ever Trade is moft free, tl.ePeople flock ; if
the Door be opened to receive, whatever Sailors,
Fifhermen, and Manufalturers we want, will be
drawn in.

Fourthly, Tt will increafe our Riches.

‘I'his isa Confequence of the foregoing Remarks,
for the abolifhing Monopolies, making our Goods

cheaper,
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cheaper, and at the fame time opening the Trade
of the whole World to vend them in ; Foreigners
muft be more indebted to us, and the People that
flock here teaching us new Manufadures, or im-
proving fome of thofe we already bave, our Wants
muft grow lefs, and the general Ballance of Trade
be brought. more in our Favour..

By epening the Trade of Ireland, which Coun-
try being too poor to give it the Extent it is capa-
ble of, muft therefore be carried on for Years to
come by Englifh Stocks, confequently a great Part
of the Profit of it muft fall into the Hands of the
Englifh Merchants add to which, that aboveone
Thicd of what Jreland gets, is fent here for Goods,
or fpent by Abfentees, therefore the richer freland
grows, the richer muft Britain beconie.

Fifthly, it will' increafe the Value of our Lands.

"Fhis isa Confequence of all the above Remarks;
for whatever caufes Trade, employs our Poor, in-
creafes the Stock of People, and increafes our
Riches, muit increafe the Value of our Lands; for
the Proaf of which the reader is referred to Page
LII.

The abolifhing Monopolies is proved to be the
Caufe of Trade, whichis the caufe of all other
Remarks ; therefore the abolifhing Monopolies is a
great Increafer of the Value of Lands.

Fourth. PR QPO S A L.

To withdraw the Bounties on exported Corn,
and to ere&t publick Magazines of Corn in every
County.

Having fhewn the Prejudice we do our Trade in
feeding Forcigners cheaper by Bounties than our -
own People, and that the Pretence of keeping up
the Value of Lands by any Mcthod that burts

Trade muft prove fallacious, 1 fhall now thew
how
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how their Value may be kept up without any
Bounties, viz.

By permitting each County to form a Company
at 100 /. each Share, to ereét Magazines of Corn,
to be managed by twelve or more DireCors, % part
of whom to go out yearly, uncapable ever to be
ele@ed again, their Shares to remain one Year un-
fold after they go out, as a Security for their paft
Condu&.

No Perfon capable of being chofe a DireQor
who is not poflefled of ten Shares.

Every Share to have a Vote for Dire&ors.

That the Stock be not lefs than one Quarter of
Wheat for each Head in the County, after the
Computation of 5 Perfons to each Houfe.

That they never buy but at 24s. per Quarter cf
Wheat precifely.

That they never fell butat 36s. per Quarter of
Wheat precifely.

Except that to prevent its fpoiling, with the
Confent of a General Court, they may fell theold
Corn, and replace the fame Quantity of new,

That they never fell but to the Millers of the
County, who fhall give fecurity to grind the
Wheat and not export the Flour.

"That they never fell more per Week than the
52d part of the Corn they have in the Magazines
at the time of opening.

That their General-Courts be empowered to
enadt By-Laws, _

Of the Benefits arifing by ere&ing publick Ma-
gazines of Corn,

1. It will increafe Trade.

By creating this new Branch which we never
yet had, and by which the Dutch reap great Ad-
vantage, and it cannot fail anfwering the fame to
us ; for with regard to the Proprietors it may be
obferved, That there is a folid Trade, not liable to

Seizures
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Seizures at the Caprice of foreign Princes, to Cap-
tures by Privateers, to Storms ayxd Shipwrecks at
Sea, or to the Frauds of Officersin remote Coun.
tries ; here the Provident, who ftore up the Ex-
cefs of the Bounties of Nature againft the unavoid-
able Calamities of bad Seafons, befides the Plea-
fure of feeing our own People fully fupplied, whilft
our neighbours are complaining, will be benefited
in their Incomes, not by grinding the Faces of the
Poor, but by preventing their Miferies ; and as
Corn is feldom many years together under 365s. the
Magazines may pay better Intereft than any of our
prefent Fund. .

By rendering all our other Laws relating to the
Importing, Engrofing, Exporting, &¢c. of Corn,
needlefs ; for when the fititious Value of our
Goods is taken away, we can raife Corn as cheap
or cheaper than our Neighbours, therefore none
can be imported for our own Confumption to fink
the Value of our Lands, but only upon Speculation
for better Markets abroad, which a Free-Port
Trade giving Encouragement to, we fhould have
thereby more Corn in our Hands in the Nation
than at prefent, confequently be lefs liable to be
impofed on by Engroffers, who even could afford
to fell to our own People 10 or 15 per Cent, chea-
per than to Foreigners by the Freight, Charges,
and Rifk being faved ; and when any Demand
happens, having not only our own publick Maga-
zines for our own Supply, but alfo more private
Granaries, the Exportatin of Corn, fo far from
being dangerous, muft create a Trade vaftly bene-
ficial.

By encouraging Manufactures, as being a means
to keep Labour low ; for as the income muft bear
its Proportion to the neceffary Expence; when
Corn in bad Years is dear with our Neighbours,
their Labour, and confequently their Manufa&ure}i

mu
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muft grow dear in Proportion ; whilft our own
People being fupplied cheap from the Magazines,
are able by cheap Labour to bring their Manu-
faQures cheap to Market, whereby they make
their way againft Foreigners, and eftablifh a Re-
putation difficult to be removed.

By encouraging our Navigation ; for as Freights
muft bear a Proportion to the Ship’s Expence, fo
By this Method our Ship-Owners in general will
Be furnifhed with Bifcuit cheaper than either French
or Dutch, and the cheaper our Freights,. the more
of the Carrying-Trade muft we get; befides the
Importation of Corn upon Speculation for better
Markets, and its Re-exportation when the Mar-
Rets are advanced, muft give conftant Employment
to a vaft number of Ships.

2. It will employ our Poor.

This is a Confequence of the laft Remark, for
the cheaper Labour can be performed, the more
conftant Employment will be found ; and this be-
ing a means to feed the Poor cheaper in Times of
Scarcity than the Foreigners, can give no Pretence
of raifing their Wages above them, but the Mife-
ries the Poor now f{uffer in hard Winters be in a
great Meafure prevented, and tKe Granaries and
Corn-'I'rade will furnifh Employment to great num-
bers of Sailors, Watermen, Garmen, &9¢. &%,

3. It will increafe the Stock of People.

"This is a Confequence of the encouraging Trade
and employing the Poor, as has been before proved 3
to which may be added, That all Times of Scar-
city produce Diflempers which carry off great
Numbers of People, whereas this will prevent that
Calamity, confequently preferve. many Lives ; and
the better the Means of living are in any Country
the more People wilil be drawn in to partake of
them,

4, It
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4. Tt will increafe our Riches. .

By bringing in vaft Sums of Money in featce
Years from Foreigners. Sir Walter Raleigh, in his
Obfervations-on Trade, prefented to King Fames I.
fays, That Amflerdam is never without 700,C00
Quarters of Corn 3 a Dearth in England, France,
Iialy, or Portugal, is truly obferv?d to enrl‘ch
Holland for feven Years after 5 that in a Scarcity
of Corn in his Time, the Hamburghers, En.zbde-?
vers and Dutch, out of their Storehoufes furnithed
this Kingdom, and from Southsmpton, Exeter, and
Briffol, in a Year and a half, carried away neat
200,000/, and he computes their Supply then for
the whole Kingdom carried away Two Millions.
Had Magazines of Corn been erefted fome Years
ago, what immenfe Sums might we not have
brought into the Nation in the Year 1740 ?

s, Lt will increafe the Value of our Lands.

This is a Confequence of all the above Remarks s
for whatever caufles Trade, employs our Poor,
increafes the Stock of People, and increafes our
Riches, muft increafe the. Value of. our Iands, for
the Proof of which the Reader is referred- to Page
1I1. _

The erefing Publick Magazines of Corn i
proved to be the Caufe of Trade, which is the
Caufe of all the other Remarks; therefore the
erefing Publick Magazines of Corn is a great In-
creafer of the Value of Lands.

This Propofal will prevent the Price of Wheat
from ever finking (o low as to ruin the Farmer,
but on the contrary, keep up a good Price that
muft even increafe the prefent natural Value of our
Land; 245 per Quarter of Wheat, Taxes, e,
taken off, being as good a Price as 36s. now, if
not better ; at which laft Price if Wheat could be

kept now, the Value of our Lands would rife
cons



162 An Essax on the Caufes of the

confiderably, confequently muft do the fame when
a Price equivalent to it is conftantly preferved,

Fith PR OPOS A L.

p To difcourage Idlenefs by well regulating our
oor.

Sir Fofiah Child’s Scheme in his Difeourfe on Trade,
Chap. 2, feems very conducive to this, with fome
few Additions.

That there be a Corporation eftablifhed in every
County for regulating the Poor, to confift of Fifty
Perfons with perpetual Succeflion, to be ftiled Fa-
thers of the Poor.

"That the faid Number of Fifty be conftantly
@led up by the Ele€ion of the Frecholders once 3

ear.

That all the Parith Officers within each County
be fubordinate and accountable to their refpe&ive
Corporations.

That the faid Corporations have Power to aflefs
and compel the Payment from every Parifh in their
County of the Medium of the Poor’s Rates raifed
in the three Years preceding.

That +% part of the faid Sum be abated yearly,
until the whole in ten Years time be done away,
and the Poor maintained by the Donations of the
Charitable only.

That each Corporation do appoint a Treafurer
to receive the Alms of all charitably difpofed Per-
fons,

That the faid Corporations have Power to pur-
chafe Lands, ere€t Workhoufes, Hofpitals, Work-
ing-Schools, Houfes of Corretion, and to exercife
all other Powers relating to the Poor, that any
Number of Juftices of the Peace may now do in
their Quarter-Seffions, or otherwife.

That

Decline of the FOREIGN TRADE, 163

*That they receive none but Infants, and Per-
fons well recommended for their Diligence and So-

i as proper Objeéls. .
bn’?‘}};;t eac% opf the fajid Fathers of the Poor have
Power to commit any Vagrant or Perfon not
having a vifible Eftate or Trade, and their own
diforderly Poor to the County Coal.

That the faid Commitments be bailable.

That at the Affizes for the Counties, the Perfons
Names fo committed be called over, and thofe who
cannot give a good Account of themfelves be tran-
fported for three Years.

That the faid Corporations have Power to ad-
mit as Members, having equal Power with thofe
ele@ed, every Perfon paying in 100/. to the Poor’s

Ufe.
%."hat Seven or more Fathers of the Poor do

make a Court.

That every Minifter and Churchwarden go to-
gether oncea Year to every Houfe in their Parifh
to colle@ the Alms of charitably difpofed Perfons,
entering the fame in a Book.

That the whole Colle&ion being made, the
Money be remitted to the Corporation the Parifh
belongs to, with the faid Beok figned by the faid
Minifter and Churchwardens.

That all Money given for the Poor be accounted
facred, and that it be Felony to mifapply, conceal,
lend, or convert it to any other Ufe or Purpofe
whatfoever.

That every Corporation do publith its Accounts
yearly. ' _

That whatever the faid Corporations buy, er
want, be publickly advertifed to the loweft Con-
trator.

That whatever the faid Corporations difpofe of
be advertifed to be fold by publick Auction to the
beft Bidder.

That
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That whenever they want Money;. or whenever
a time of general Calamity brings on. an extraor-
dinary Charge, they take Care to give publick
Notice thereof, to ftir up the Charity of ail good

People to relieve their diftrefled and ftarving Bre-
thren.

Of the Benefits arifing by well regulating our Poor.

1. It will increafe Trade.

For our Poor feeing that no idle Vagrants can
live here, but muft be tranfported, and that none
but thofe well recommended for their Diligence and
Sobriety can be maintained by the Fathers of the
Poor in Sicknefs or Old Age, they muft of Ne-
ceflity become frugal, induftrious, and work at
fisch Prices as Trade will afford 5 not fpend half of
their Wages in Drink (as the Brityfp Merchant,
Vol. 1. p. 7. afferts it o be well known ours do)
wehereby no Nation can out-rival us on account of
the Plenty of Provifions of all Sorts that.our Coun-
try abounds with, and its natural Advantages for
Trade fuperior to any Nation, the Exemption
from Opprefion by Taxes, the Advantage of a
Free-Port, and other good Regulations offered by
thefe Propofals ; fo that our Poor, by abating. their
Luxury and Idlenefs, will be able to work. as cheap
as any People, the Confequence of which isa cer-

tain Increafe of Trade.
By taking off our burdenfome and unjuft Poor’s
Rates on the Induftrious, who now maintain the
Tdle, our Goods will become cheaper, confequently
more vendible.

2. It will employ our Poor,

This is a Confequence of the laft Remark ; for
as it is certain that they who bring their Goods
the cheapeft to. Market will have the moft Trade,
fo thofe that work the cheapeft muft have the moft

Employment 3

Decline of ths FOREION TRADE, 165

Employment ; for 1. It will be morecqnﬁant by
being cheaper. 2. Though they receive a lefs
number of Pence for Wages, yet they wdl.be more
valuable by the Prices of Neceflaries being freed
from Taxes with their Confequences. 3. The
Poor being by this Propofal inured to Labour and
reftrained from Idlenefs, they will work more and
fpend lefs, therefore be enabled to lay up a better
Provifion for their Families than they now do.

3. It will increafe the Stock of People.

Though this has been proved before to bea certain
Confequence of the two former Remarks, yet as
fome People, out of a falfe Tendernels, may think
that the tranfporting of many Vagrants may depo-
pulate the Nation, I fhall endeavour to fhew the
contrary.

1. Idlenefs is the Root of all Evil, and two ef
the Punifhments of Evil-doers with us, are Hanging
and Tranfportation, fo that Idlenefs deprives us of
many People ; but this Propofal tending in its Na-
ture to make our People frugal and induftrious, will
preferve and fave many from thofe tweo Calamities,

2. Idlenefs brings on want, Difeafes, Death,
and thins a Nation ; but Frugality and Induftry
caufe Plenty, Health, Long-life, and people 2
Country.

3. Idlenefs difables Men from fupporting a Fa-
mily, therefore prevents Marriage ; Frugality and
Induftry enable Men to marry and ftock a Country
with People.

4. If this Propofal drives away the Idle, fo much
the better, they are a Burden inftead of a Benefit
to the Community ; it will fupply their Places by -

increafing Trade with more deferving People from
our Neighbours, agreeable to this Maxim, ¢ Such
¢ as your Employment is for People, fo many
¢ will your People be.

5. When
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5. When our People fee that Idlenefs is deemed
a Crime, and punifhed accordingly, but that Fru-
gality and Induftry are Virtues, rewarded with
good Wages and a comfortable Subfiftence, a tho-
rough Reformation muft enfue among them, the
Idle be few, and this Obje&ien vanith.

4. It will increafe our Riches.

This is a Confequence of the other Remarks
and of the Propofal itfelf, which tends to maké
our People induftrious ; the Hand of the Diligent
tmaketh rich, and the greater number of diligent
Hands we have, the more Riches we fhall get.

5. It will increafe :the Value of our Lands.

This is a Confequence of all theabove Remarks 3
for whatever caufes Trade, employs the Poor, in-
creafes the Stock of People, and increafes our Rich-~
es, muft increafe the Value of our Lands ; for the
Proofs of which, the Reader is referred to p. 111,

The well regulating our Poor is proved to be the
Caufe of Trade, which is the Caufe of all the
other Remarks, therefcre the well regulating our
Poor, is a great Increafer of the Value of Lands.

Ojection.  But perhaps it will be faid, That the
Poor being left to fubfift on Charity only, will be
ftarved.

To this I anfwer, That the great Number of idle
Beggars we now voluntarily maintain proves the
contrary ; that in all Times of general Calamities
our Charity is eminent, as Sir Fofiab Child fays it
was after the Fire of London, and was found but
- lately in the hard Winter ; befides the Fathers of
the Poor hereby propofed being Perfons of Charac-
ter and Fortune, will for their own Honour by
their delicate Senfe of Publick Good, and t’hei:
Love for true Charity, take Care to diftinguifh
between the real and pretended Objeéts of Want
by which the Numbers of the former will appea;
to be but few, and they by good Management

maintained
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maintained at a fmall Expence, whereby the En-
couragement to Charity will be vaftly increafed by
People knowing certainly where to give their Mo.
ney to do good, the Woant of which certain Know-
ledge is a great Damp to our Charity at prefent.
Therefore as we now maintain voluntarily more
idle People than really want, there can be no doubt
but they will, when reduced to proper Objelts

only, be fufficiently provided for.

Sxth PROPOS AL

To make our Silver tke only current Legal

‘Money, at a fixed Rate, and let Gold find its
own Value.

OF the Benefits arifing by making our Silver the

only current legal Money.

1. It will increafe Trade.

By taking away the ill-fixed Proportion between
our Gold and Silver Coins, the latter being current
at near g per Cent. lefs than their Market-Value,
which great Profit being removed, more of it will
remain in the Nation for the Service of Trade, for
Money being the Meafure of Commerce, the more
of it there is in a Nation, the quicker its Circula-
tion will be, which is the Life of Trade.

2, It will employ our Poor.

3. It will increafe the Stock of People.

Thefe having been already proved to be the Con-
fequences of the Increafe of Trade, the Reader is
referred back to thefe Heads in the Remarks on the
foregoing Propofals.

4. It will increafe eur Riches.

By preventing Foreigners from carrying away
our Gold and Silver for lefs than their real Value,

and by keeping equal Proportions of them_ for the
Nation’s
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Nation’s Ufe ; whereas now by having fuffered
Foreigners to fleal away 1c9 /. ‘worth of our Bil-
ver for to pay themfelves only a 100 /. Debt, our
Silver Coin is grown exceeding fearce.

By taking the Advantage of getting from any
Nation that keeps a fixed Proportion between its
Gold and Silver, either of thofe Metals that was
current for lefs than its Market-Value, as Foreign-
ers now do by our Silver.

5. It will increafe the Value of our Lands.

This is a Confequence of all ¢the above Re-
marks ; for whatever caufes Trade, employs our
Poor, encreafes the Stock of People, and increafes
our Riches, muft increafe the Value of our Lands;
for the Proofs of which the Reader is refered to
p- I1I.

The making our Silver the only current legal
Money is proved to be the Caufe of Trade, which
is the Caufe of all the other Remarks ; therefore
the making our Silver the only current legal Mo-
ney is a great Increafer of the Value of Lands.

Mr. Locke, in his Confiderations of the Confequen-
zes of the lowering of Intereft and raifing the Valxe of
Money, p. 167, remarks, that People would be
teady to fay, ¢ Would you have Gold kept out of
* England, or being here would you have it ufelefs
¢ ito Trade, and muft there be no Money made of
¢ it? I anfwer quite the contrary. It is fit the
¢ Kingdom fhould make ufe of the Treafure it
“ has; it is neceffary the Gold fhould be .coined
and have the King’s Stamp upon it to fecure
¢ Men in receiving it, thatthere is fo much Gold in
¢ each Piece ; but it is not neceflary that it fhould
¢ have a fixed Value put on it by publick Autho-
¢ rity ; it is not convenient that it fthould in its
varying Proportion have a fettled Price; let
“ :.Gold, as other Commodities, find its own Rate ;
¢ and when by the King’s Image and Infcription,

£ Is

L)
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i ith i i | f its
¢ it carries with it a publick Aflurance o t
¢ lVVeight and Finenefs, the Gold fo coined vx,'ul
¢ never fail to pals at the known Market-Rate.

Seventh PROPOS AL

To prevent Expenfive Law-Suits from ruining
Trade?s, by ere&ting Court-Merchants in Trading-
Towns,

%ir ofiah Child, in his excellent Book on Trade,
has given a Scheme for a Court-Merchant for the
City of London, for the fpeedy, eafy, and cheap de-
ciding of Differences between Merchants, Mafters

- of Ships, Seamen, e,

¢ That the Liverymen in their Common-Hall
¢ do choofe twelve Merchants for Judiciary-Mer-
¢ chants. )

¢ That every Year fix do go off in Courfe, and
¢ {ix new be chofe ; all the twelve old ones to be
¢ put up, but only the fix that have the moft Votes
¢ to continue,

¢ That any three make a Court.

¢ That in any Cafe determined by a lefs Num-
¢ ber than feven, there may be an Appeal to feven
¢ or more, which Appeal to be final.’

For the reft, vide his Book on Trade, p. 141,

Of the Benefits arifing by a Court-Merchant,

1. It will increafe Trade. .

By faving thofe vaft Sums of Money in Traders
Pockets, to earry on Trade, which are now talgen
from them often to their utter Ruin, by the Ex-

enfivenefs of Law-Proceedings. .

By faving that time from Bufinefs, wlnch_Traders
wafte in attending dilatory Law-Suits; a Trader’s
time is his Bread.

By
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By inviting Men to become and continue Mer-
chants, when Differences can o cheaply and eafily
be decided.

By preventing Injuftice in Mafters of Ships,
Frauds in Infurances and Accounts, efpecially in
Partnerfhip, dithonourable T'ricks in Bargains,
Bills of Exchange, fraudulent Bankruptcies, &5,
for the Remedy being eafy, and no Quibbles of Law
for Shelter, but having always fkilful Judges to de-
cide Differences, Men would be deterred from at-
tempting Villainies ; and as the Reputation of our
Honour grows high in the World, the fonder Fo-
reigners will be of dealing with us.

2. It will employ the Poor.

3. It will increafe the Stock of People.

4. It will increafe our Riches.

"Thefe having been already proved to be the Con-
{equences of the Increafe of Trade, the Reader is
referred back to thefe Heads, in the Remarks on
the foregoing Propofals.

5. It will increafe the Value of our Lands.

This is a Confequence of all the above Remarks,
for whatever caufes Trade, employs our Poor, in-
creafes the Stock of People, and increafes our
Riches, muft increafe the Value of our Lands 3 for
the Proofsof which, the Reader is referred to Page
1511,

A Court-Merchant is proved to be the Caufe of
T'rade, which is the Caufe of all the other Remarks,
therefore the erecting Court-Merchants in Trading
TLowns is a great-Increafer of the Value of Lands.

Eghh PROPOSA L.

To pay off our Debts by publick Bonds, bear-
ing Intereft negotiable by Indorfement, and liqui-
dating Part of our Debts yearly,

That
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ot an Office be opened at the Bank for re-
ceiji‘lx:;tMoney from anprcrfon or Perfons dfeﬁrmg
publick Bonds, which quey to be applied imme-
diately to pay off our national redeemable Debts
thofe thar bear the higheft Rate of Intereft and are
of the longeft ftanding to be firft paid off.

That the faid Bonds for the Conveniency of
Trade, be for any Sums not lower than 51 nor
ing 1000 /. '
exglgiclntn ?hey be divided into Claffes according to

the Rates of Intereft. - .
That the 1/2 Clafs do not exceed 2 Millions Sterling,
at 3 per Cent,
4 at 2 } per Cent.
6 at 2 per Cent.
8 at 1% per Cent.
10 at 1 per Cent.
% for the Remainder of the Debt at 5 per Cent.

That the Bonds of every Clafs be numbered,
and the Numbers never altered.

That the Intereft be payable at the Bank when-
ever it be cal'ad for, and a new Bond given in the
Name of the Perfon receiving it, with its original
Number, and the Date the Intereft is paid to.

That the Bonds be negotiable by Indorfement to
any Creditor, and for any Tax to the Government.

That the Bonds for the Amount of both Princi-
pal and Intereft, be a legal Tender for any Tax,
Bill of Exchange, Note, or any Debt whatfoever.

That two Millions in time of War, and three
Millions in time of Peace be granted yearly by Par-
liament, one Moiety to pay the Intereft of our re-
deemable Debts and publick Bonds, and the Re-
mainder to liquidate their Capitalsas above.

That the redecemable Debts being all converted
into the above publick Bonds, the Surplus of the
Money granted by Parliament after the Intereft is

paid, to be applied to liquidate the Bonds; ﬂtll??:

wnphn N
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that bear the higheft Rate of Intereft
the longeft flanding to be firft paiedreoﬂf' end are of
That publick Notice be given in th
e G
monthly, by the Bank, as Money arifes, hozvzegs
they can pay off the Bonds, fpecifying the Number
of the Clafs, and Number of the Bond

to; the Intereft on all the included Nu:nhlerspic})'

ceale and determine at the Expirati
: xpiratio
Months after fuch Notice, P n of three

That a Contra& be made wit
Charges of Management. ith the Bank for the

That Accounts be delivered i
ment by e B yearly to the Parlia-
"That a curious Stamp be added to
ous 5 the Bonds ;
for though their being negotiable by Indorf;?le;;:
only to Creditors, may make Forgery difficult
yet too much Caution cannot be ufed ‘to prevenz
it intirely, and give the Bonds the greater Credit.

Of the Benefits arifine b i
y paying off our Debt
publlzick Bonds% ebts by

113. It will increafe Trade.

y putting our Debts that have almof} ruined
;;;ncz)r:ls .Footmg of being fpeedily paid off with

By creating a Currency more valuable tha

Coin, Money lying by brings in nothing, bl?t o:lli
thefe Bonds pay fomething for keeping, and I pre-
fume that no Perfon (much lefs the Bank or the
Bankers) would keep Money by them lying dead
when they could have current Bonds that bore only
a haif per Cent. Intereft ; would the Bank whg
are computed to have always a dead Cath of’above
one Million by them, refufe making 5000/ per
Annum Profit of it at a half per Cent. in Bor.xdps’
cgnld the Diretors anfwer to the Proprietors the
Neglect of not adding fuch a Sum yearly to their

ufual
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ulual Profits ? would any Perfon take out a Bank-
Note that bore no Intereft, when he could have a
Bond carrying a half per Cent. and equally conve-
nient, for any Trader would as foon give Change
for thefe, as for a Bank-Note?

By increafing the Currency of the Nation ; for
as T'rade always languifhes where Money is fcarce,
fo the Benefit by taking off all Monopolies might
be defeated, for want of a proper Currency tocarry
on the Flow of Trade thereby caufed ; whereas,
adding an Increafe of Currency to an Increafe of
Trade, muft carry it to a greater Height, than we
ever yet knew.

By reducing the Intereft of Money, which is a
great Encouragement to Trade, by forcing People
to Induftry, who would otherwife live idle on the
high Intereft of their Money; whereas the Intereft
of thefe Bonds finking gently to a Degree too low
to indulge People in Idlenefs, the Pofleflors of them
who have not Lands to improve, muft either find
out new Branches of Trade, or ftudy to improve
the old : enter into Partnerfhip with Traders of
Experience, or lend them their Money to trade
with, whereby private Credit will be increafed,
and our Tradersenabled to buy at home with ready
Money, and fell at long Credit abroad, which will
make them fteal away the Trade of all thofe Na-
tions whofe high Intereft will not enable them to
do the fame, and the lower the Intereft, the more
moderate Profits our Traders can content them-
felves with, whereby the Vent of our Goods muft
be increafed ; for was the natural Rate of Intereft
at 2 per Cent. a Trader who borrowed Money
would think 4 per Cent. good Profit: whereas he
who borrows at 4 per Cent. cannot be fatisfied:

with lefs than 6 or 7, and muft neglect all Trades
that will not give that Profit, which the Dutch by
' their
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their low Interef} are glad to undertake, and when
our Cafe is the fame, fo fhall we.

By making our People frugal ; for a low Rate
of Intereit forcing 2 low Profit in Trade, People’s
Expences muft grow more moderate, and the lefs
we confume the more we fhall have to fell, which
is the moft folid way to make a Nation Rich.

By gaining more Experience ; for low Profits
raifing Eftates flowly, Men cannot quit Bufinefs
fo foon for idle Country Lives as they do now, but
muft bring up their Children to their Bufinefs in
order to afift them in their old Age, which may
go on to the fourth or fifth Generation, before an
Eftate is raifed to turn Country Efquires upon,
whereby a foreign Correfpondency with the beft
Houfes, the Knowledge of proper Workmen, and
the Chara&ers of Maflers of Ships, are fecured to
the Son by the Father’s Experience, confequently
from fuch a Foundation the utmoft Skill in Trade
mufl be attained.

2. It wiil employ our Poor.

3. It will increafe the Stock of People.

I'hefe having been already proved to be the
Confequences of the Increafe of Trade, the Rea-
der is referred back to thefe Heads in the Remarks
on the foregoing Propofals. :

4. It will increafe our Riches.

Not only as a Confequence of the above Re-
marks, but alfo by reducing thofe vaft Dividends
the foreign Proprietors of Stocks have now remit-
ted to them, whereby more Money will be kept in
the Nation.

5. It will increafe the Value of our Lands.

"This is a Confequence of all the above Remarks,
for whatever caufes Trade, employs our Poor, in-
creafes the Stock of People, and increafes our
Riches, muft increafe the Value of our Lands;

for
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for the Proofs of which the Reader is referred to
111,

P The paying off our Debts by publick Bands is

proved to be the Caufe of Trade, which is the

Caufe of all theother Remarks; therefore the pay=

ing off our Debts by publick Bonds is a great In-~

creafer of the Value of Lands.

Befides, where Plenty of Currency is to be had,
there it will be borrowed by the Land-holders,
and employed by different Manures, Cultures,
Plantations, new Produés, whereby yearly Im-
provements will be made, and when the Corn
Magazines are compleated, there being no other
Employment for Money but in Trade or Lands,
thofe who did not underftand Trade, or care to
truft their Money to thofe who did, or who had
raifed fufficient Eftates by it, muft become Pur-
chafers of Land, which Number by increafing,
muft increafe their Value,

Asby the Meafures now purfuing, thefe King-
doms are this Year 1742, drained of 500,000 L.
for Subfidies to the Queen of Hungary, near the
fame Sum to maintain an Army in Flanders, and
above 193,000/, for Danes and Heffians, making
all together, 1,193,000/ and unlefs a Peace
enfues, as great Difburfements are likely to be
made for fome Years to come, which, confidering
the prefent Situation of our Trade, the Dividends
remitted to the foreign Proprietors of our Stocks,
and what our travelling Gentlemen fpend, muft
make Money fo fcarce that the People will not be
able to fupport the Schemes of the Miniftry, but
the Supplies muft fall fhort, the Rate of Intereft
rife, Trade decay, and Ulurers devour our Land
and Trade.

Whereas by this Propofal, a Currency will be
eftablifbed to fupply the Place of the Sums we may

fend
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fend abroad, the Intereft of Money be brought
down, wlhereby the Government may raife what-
ever Sums they want at 3 per cent. By the Plenty
of Bonds Trade will flourifh, Goods be fold chicfly
at Prompt-Payment or fhort Credit, whereby a
quick Circulation will be made, the feveral Bran-
ches of the Revenue increafe, the Miniftry’s
Schemes well fupported, the Burden of the War
made cafy to the People for the prefent, and the

national Debts put in a way of being liquidated in
a cheap Manner,

Nimth PR OPOS AL

To encnurage ourPlantations in raifing Growths,
by permitting their Exportation dire&tly to any
Part of Europe.

Our Colonies in America extend as far North,
and farther South than the Latitude of Europe,
and feem capable of raifing all the European
Growths ; they might be made ten times more ad-
vantageous to us than they now are, by confuming
moft of our Manufa&ures, and turning the gene-
ral Ballance of Trade with Eurgpe greatly in favour
of their Mother Country, and be fixed on a Bafis
that will prevent their manufaGuring or rebelling
for Ages to come, as the following Method will
demonflrate.

That all unmanufa&ured Growths whatfoever,
and Bar-Iron, may be fhipped in our Plantations
in America, on board any Ship belonging to Britifh
Subje&ts, refiding in Great-Britain or Ireland, that
has cleared out in any Port of the fame for our
Plantations in America, and may be carried to any
part in Europe dire&ly, provided the Mafter be-

fore Clearance, takes out a Licence under the
Hands and Seals of the Commiffioners of the Cuf-
toms,
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toms, or any three of them(or if our Ports are
made free, under the Hands and Seals of the Mayor
and two of the Aldermen) for loading and carry-
ing unmanufaGured Growths and Bar-Iron ac-
cordingly, which Licence muft be granted upon 2
Certificate of the ColleGor and Comptroller of the
Port (or if our Ports are made free, of the Record-
er or Town-Clerk) that Bond has been given that
no ManufaQures fhall be taken on board at any
Plantation, and that the Ship fhall proceed dxfe&ly,
with the unmanufa&ured Growths, accord‘mg to
the Licence, and then proceed to Grealt-.Brztam or
Irleand, before fhe returns to any Britifb Planta-
tion.

The other Regulations to be the fame, as are
now obferved, with refpe@ to Rice fhipped 1n
Carolina or Georgia, for foreign Ports.

Of the Benefits arifing by encouraging our Plan-
tations, in raifing Growths, by permitting their
Exportation direétly to any Part of Europe,

1. It will increafe Trade,

By deftroying the Manufactures ereGed in our
Plantations, and caufing a prodigious Demand for
our own. .

Becaufe the People in the Plantations, being
tempted with a free Market for their Growths all
over Europe, will all betake themfelves to raife
them, to anfwer the prodigious Demand of that
extenfive Free Trade, and their Heads be quite
taken off from Manufatures, the only thing in which
our Intereft can clafh with theirs; for the Labour
of their white People being at prefent very dear,
if our Taxes and Monopolies were taken off, our
Manufa&ures would come cheaper to them than
they could make them, confequently the raifing
Growths would yield better Profit than Manufac-
turing, the firft be followed and the latter neglccfs-

cdy.
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ed, whereby Cargoes will be continually fhipped off
for Eurepe, and no Veflel being allowed to return
without clearing out in Great-Britain or Ireland,
vaft Numbers of Ships will be continually doing of
it, and they muft either return in Ballaft, or take
our Manufa&ures, which they will fooner choofe to
da upon the fmalleft Profpe&@ of Advantage, than
get nothing back, whereby fuch an Inundation of
cheap manufaétured Goods at cheap Freights, will
be continually poured in upon them, that their own
will be quite crampt, and in time forgot ; befides,

there muft be a large Importation of Negroes to
raile thele Growths in our Plantations, and of our
Cloathing them accordingly. A great Part of the

Woollens fold in Portugal is for the Brazils and the

great Confumption of Woollens in the Brazils is

by the Negroes, how much more then muft not

the Confumption be in our Plantations on the

Continzant, that are all of them colder than the

Brazili # may not this be faid to be tranfplanting

of Men for our Benefit, by taking them from one

Climate, where by its heat they want no Cloathing,

and carrying them to another where they canmrot

live without, nor be fupplied by any but ourfelves?

and thereis Land enough in our Plantations to em-

ploy a greater Number of Slaves than we can fup-

ply with our ManufaGures, except we import

foreign Materials, and as our northern Colonies

fupply the Fremch and Spaniy/b Plantations with great

Quantities of Provifions, our People would have

thereby Opportunities to introduce the cheaper Ma-

nufattures of Britair, ta which the faving the high

Eurspean Duties would be vaftly conducive.

By increafing our Navigation,

For the great Demand for Negroes muft employ
more Ships in the African Trade, and as our Ships
with Plantation-Cargoes, would fwarm in the

Laltick
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Baltick and Mediterranean, fuch Numbers wanting
to take fomething back to Great-Britain or Ire-

land, would beat out the Ships of other Nations
by low Freights, and be the common Carriers of
Europe, as they would barter away their Cargoes

for whatever offered to affort the Univerfal Store-

houfe of their Mother-Country.

By preventing the People in our Plantations on
the Continent rebelling for Ages to come: _
Becaufe having greater Freedoms in Trade al-

lTowed them thanany other Nation in Europe allows
its Colonies, they could not complain of Oppref-
fion, nor would, while their Trade was increafing ;
and the more it increafed, the ftronger Checks we
fhould have on them to fecure their good Bebavi-
our ; for as our Sugar-Trade increafed, by a Free
Exportation being allowed the Iflands, the more
Negroes they would import, confequently want
the more Provifions from the Colonies on the Con-
tinent to maintain them ; the greater Varicty of
Growths the latter raifed, the more the Briti/h and
Irifb Markets would take off. People are always
afraid of offending good Cuftomers, confequently
the greater Damage they would receive by break-
ing with us, the more quiet they would grow. The
Liberty of a dire& Exportation to the Baltick and
Mediterranean muft increafe their Trade vaftly in
thofe Seas, which Advantages to them would be
intirely in our Power to cut off ; the former by
keeping Cruizers off the North-Iflands of Scotland,
and the latter by Gibraltar ; fo that an Attempt to
be independent of us would not only be contrary
to their Intereft, but downright Madnefs.

But if things continue upon the prefent Footing,
we opprefling them, and they manufauring and
grumbling, we cannot in Prudence depend upon
them long, confidering what vaft Numbers of Fo-
reigners go over yearly to fettle among them.

2. It
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2. It will employ our Poor.

3. It will increafe the Stock of People.

Thefe having been already proved to be the Con-
fequences of the Increafe of Trade, the Reader is
referred back to thefe Heads in the Remarks on
the foregoing Propofals.

4. It will increafe our Riches.

Not only as a Confequence of the above Re-
marks, but by our Plantations fupplying part of
thofe Growths we now buy from Foreigners, by
their having a more convenient Navigation to the
Baliick and Mediterranean than they have to each
other, by being cheap Ship-duilders, by having
Land fora Trifle, and by the cheap Labour of Ne-
groes, they can fupply the Baltick with the South-
ern Growths cheaper than the People on the Aedi-
terrancan, and this laft with the Northern Growths
cheaper than the Feople on the Baltick 5 the latter
they already do in fome Articles, and being oblig-
ed to come and lay out what they get in their Mo-
ther Country for their Home Supply, all the Car-
goes they furnifhed us and other Nations with,
would be paid for in our own Manufatures where-
bv we fhould have no Occafion to fend away our

Money, but fhould preferve whatever we got-
which, joined to a Free-Port Trade, cannot fail to
turn the general Ballance of Trade with Europe
greatly in our favour.
. It will increafe the Value of our Tands.
This is a Confequence of all the above Remarks 3
for whatever caufes Trade, employs our Poor, in-
creafes the Stock of People, and increafes our
Riches, muft increafe the Value of our Lands;
for the Proof of which the Reader is referred to
p. 111, )
The encouraging our Plantations in raifing
Growths, by permitting their Exportation directly
to
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art of Eurape, is proved to be the Caufe of
t’?‘ri?iz,Pwhich is tlfe,Cat‘:fe of. all the other Re.
marks; therefore the encouraging our Plantatnons
in raifing Growths, by permitting their Exporta-
tion dire&ly to any Part of Euraope, is a great In-
creafer of the Value of Lands.

7mth PROPOSAL.

To ere& a Drawing School at the Public Ex-
pence, and not fuffer the f’rencb to be the only
People of Tafte and Invention. .

If the Fremch Artificers exceed us in the Defign,
it is owing chiefly to their Royal Drawing-School;
but in the Execution we exceed moft Nations,
which may be owing to our Workmen having fer-
ved longer Apprenticefhips than Foreigners. In
Paris, before Boys are put Apprentices to Tr.ades
that require Invention, they are fent to the King’s
Drawing-School, whereby they become early ex-
cellent Draftfmen: And I have been informed,
that when the Tradefmen want 2 Defign for any
curious Work, they go to the King’s Drawing-
School and propofe a Prize for it the Youths are
fet to Work, and he whofe Draft the Work-
man takes, has the Prize propofed. What excel-
Jent Defigns muft not they be that are formed by
youthful Fancy, fpurred on with the Hope of Re-
ward, correfted and adapted to the Work by the
mature Judgment of a Workman who was bred

himfelf carly to drawing?

Of the Benefits arifing by ereQinga Drawing-
School at the Publick Expence.

1. Tt will increafe our Trade.
By improving the Genius of the People; for as

a Workman who has been bred 2 good Draftfma.ixl
wi
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will be more ingenious in a Bufinefs that requires
Skill in Drawing, than one ignorant of jt, fo his
Work being better defigned, will improve the In-
genuity of his Apprentices, who won’t bear to fee
an ill-fancied Piece of Work ; confequently a Suc-
ceflion of {fkilful Artifts will be raifed, which is of
infinite Benefit to a Trading Nation ; for unlefs
the Workmanthip of Goods be well fancied, and
Foreigners brought to think them fathionable, they
won’t find a quick Sale; whereas now we fend all
our Cuftomers to our Rival-Shop, France, by hav-.

ing it publickly known that we take our Fafhions
from thence.

2. It will employ our Poor.

3. It willincreafe the Stock of People.

4. It will increafe our Riches.

"Thefe having been already proved to be the Con-
fequences of the Increafe of Trade, the Reader is
referred back to thefe Heads in the Remarks on the
foregoing Propofals,

5. It will increafe the Value of Lands.

This is a Confequence of all the above Remarks :
for whatever caufes Trade, employs the Poor, in-
creafes the Stock of .People, and increafes our Rich.
es, muft increafe the Value of our Lands ; for the
Proofs of which the Reader is referred to Paoe 11 I.
_ The ere&ting of a Drawing-School at the Pub.
lick Expence, is proved to be the Caufe of Trade
which is the Caufe of all the other Remarks, there:
fore the ere&ting a Drawing-School at the Publick
Expence, is a great Increafer of the Value of
Lands.

Though this Article may be thought at firft
View to be too inconfiderable to find a Place among
the other Propofals that feem to be of far preater
Concern, yet upon mature Confideration it will
appear to be of very great Confequence, for in moft
Articles of Trade, befides the Ufe propofed, the

Eye
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Fancy muft be pleafed, nay is often the firft
Ej};eugffzmcntyto buy; Goods that have t.he Reputa-
tion of being the moft fz\{hionab]e? W.l” not only
have the Preference at Market, whlf:h is avaft Ad-
vantage, but alfo fetch the beft Prices, by having
many Articles thought fathtonable, all will be.e.f.‘
teemed fo in time ; and why fhould not the Britifh
Modes grow as prevalent as the French, when the
fame Means are taken to improve them?

If we only confider what Money moft People
fpend in Superfluities, whofe Values arife more from
the Workmarthip than the Material, the Amount
and the Number of People thereby maintained, or
in other Words, the vaft Sums that the French
draw yearly into their Country from all Nations
for Works of Fancy only; thefe I fay will thew,
that this Article of Fafhion is very well worth our
Attention ; then asto Trade in getieral, as one At-
ticle often helps off another, to increafe in Ta{?(e
will undoubtedly be a Means to increafe greatly in

T'rade.
Elvth PROPOS AL

To improve the Navigation of our Rivers as far
as they are capable.

Though it be very advantageous to ren'dt‘er' as
many Rivers navigable as poflible, yst the joining
Riveryby Cuts or Canals in fome Situations is of
the higheft Bencfit, we have fome that immediate-
ly require our Attention, wiz. the joining the Thames
to the Avon, the Trent to the Scvern, and the Forth
to the Clyde.

Of the Benefits arifing by improving the Navigati-
on of our Rivers 2s far as they are capable,

1. It will increafe Trade.

By
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By improving our Manufalures; for Wool,
Hemp, Flax and Iron, being heavy bulky Commo-
dities, their Carriage makes a great Part of their
Price; as Carriage by Water is far cheaper than by
Land, the former muft bring the Materials cheaper
to the Workmen, and the Manufaétures cheaper
from them to the Sea-Ports, to the great Encou-
ragement of their Sale in foreign Countries.

By being a vaft Security to our T'rade in time of
War, as it will cut thort fome tedious Navigations
round our Coalfts, and carry many Goods fafe with-
in Land, that muft otherwife make a long, hazar-
dous, coafting Voyage; our Coafters are weak de-
fencelefs Veflels, navigated by few Men, and many
Boys, which tempt Privateers to fnap them up in
time of War, and encourage our Enemies to fit
out Ships to cruize on our Trade, which, as the
Seas have been guarded of late Years, has turned
greatly to our Lofs; whereas in Cafe of a French
War, Hull and London havinga Communication by
the Canals with Briffo/, would rather trade by that
Conveyance, than truft their Goods on Veflels un.-
capable of Defence; nor would this leflen our
Number of Sailors in time of War, who would find

fuflicient Employment on board the King’s Ships,
whereby they would be quicker manned to defend
their Country and offend its Enemies,

2. It will employ our Poor.

3. It will increafe the Stock of People.

4. It will increafe our Riches.

Thefe having been already proved to be the
Confequences of the Increafe of Trade, the Reader
is referred back to thefe Heads in the Remarks on
the foregoing Propofals.

5. It will increafe the Value of our Lands.

This is a Confequence of all the above Remarks;
for whatever caufes Trade, employs the Poor, in-
creafes the Stock of People, and increafes our Rich-

es,
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es, muft increafe the Value of our Lands; for the
Proofs of which the Reader is referred to Page 111.

The improving the Navigation of our Rivers as
far as they are capable, is proved to be the Caufe of
Trade, which is the Caufe of all the other Re-
marks; therefore the improving the Navigation of
our Rivers, as far as they are capable, is a great
Increafer of the Value of Lands.

Befides, this will improve the Lands themfelves,
by affording a cheap Carriage of all Sorts of Ma-
nures, whereof the Charges of Carriage are fome-
times ten times the Value; and alfo by bringing
the Produce of the Lands, which are always bulky
Commodities, cheap to our own People, and the
Superfluities for Exportation, cheap to the Sea-
coafts, whereby a more conftant Market will be
found for them.

Having thus attempted to fhew that our Na}tural
Advantages in Trade are undoubtedly fuperior to
any Nation’s whatfoever ; that if properly cultivated
they would render us more formidable than Farnce,
confequently than any Country in Europe; that if
our Trade was quite Free, and thofe vaft Sums that
now lie dead in our Funds, circulating in Bonds,
we fhould raife an immenfe Trade all over the
World, a vaft Navigation for our Protettion, in-
creafe the Number of our People, give Employment
to all our Poor, accumulate Riches yearly, and that
all this cannot be done without vaftly increafing the
Value of Lands, which in the Remarks on the fe-
veral Propofals I have endeavoured fully to prove,
to the Convi&ion, I hope, of thofe Gentlemen for
whofe Benefit this Effay chiefly was intended, viz.
our Country- Gentlemen the Landholders of thefe
three Kingdoms. Before concluding I muft re-
peat, That my chief Intent herein, was to remove

that deftru&ive Prejudice arifing from the falfe Di-
ftin&ion of Landed and Trading Interefls, by fhew-

ing
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ing, That there neither is, nor can be any diffe-
rence of Intereft between them ; for whatever clogs
Trade muft fink the Value of Lands, and that any
Benchit to Trade, how remote foever it may feem
from Land, will at laft terminate in increafing its
Value ; therefore I dare boldly affirm, That the
giving Trade the utmoft Freedoms and Encourage-
ments, is the 2reatelt and moft folid Improvement
of the Value of Lands. [ muft be evident, {aysthe
Author of Britannia Langue:s, p. 290, that-awere
our Frade eafed as our meighbour Natiens, England
would bave the Superiority, fince the Jame Car’es nisif?
produce greater Effets in England, keing invigorated
with th:fe our National Advaniagrs, which no otier
Nation doth or can enjoy.

Was our Trade eafed and encouraged by the
Propofals, beyond that of our Neighbours, to what
a height of Riches and Power would not our Natu-
ral Advantages carry us? The Confideration of
which is hereby fubmitted to the Legiflature, which
can, whenever it pleafes, make us the moft fou-
rithing People in the World,
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SERIOUS

Confiderations, &c.

isivwaptsi HERE has feen lately a
ok MM% current Report, that the Eag-
-3¢ India Company propofed to
et SSAH a?v?&cc this Yeﬁr aGMillion
tg2 a3z 35 of Money to the Govern-
5_93/4»‘&&9@' ment, at Z Iow Rate of Inte-
reft, in Compenfation of which, they were
to obtain an A& of Parliament to prevent
the Running of Tea.

~ Tue monftrous Heighth to which this
illegal Pra&tice was grown, and the Damage
which thie Public fuftained by it, very ap-
parently deferved the Attention of our Mi-
niftry,© But when thePoint came to be con-
fidered, they faw, that if the Duty on Tea
twas lower'd, fo as to prevent the Running
it, the prefent Revenue muft be greatly di-
minithed; and on the other Hand the Com-

pasy
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any found, that if too much Regard was
Ead to fupporting the prefént Revenue ari-
fing from this Dauty, then their Expectations
would not be anfwer'd.  And thus this Pro-
pofal came to mothing.

I MenTION all this only as Matter of
public Report ; whether true or falfe, I will
not enquire, tho’ I think it very probable,
that fomething of this Nature was in Agi-
tation,

HowevERr, thisled me into many Re-
fle@ions upon the Running of other Mer-
chandifes in general, as well as Teas in par-
ticular ; the great Inconveniences and Hard-
thips which Trade lies under from extrava-
gant high Duties, the Penalties of the Law,
the many Oaths required of Merchants at
the Cuftom-Houfe ; and thefe Refle€tions
put me upon thinking of fome Scheme,
which might not only remedy the above-
mentioned Inconveniences, but bring with
it likewife other confidcrable Advantages.
what this Scheme is, the following Sheets
fhall explain more at large. I will only beg
Leave to premife in a few Words, that as I
have exprefied my Sentiments very freely,
with no Defign to pleafe or difpleafe a Party,
no Exgc&ation, or Defire of Reward, or
View to my own Intereft, in any Refpelt;
1 thall hope to meet with a candid Recepti-
“on from the Public, |
A Pro-
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A ProjecT of fo extenfive a Nature, and
of fuch Confequence to the Public, may
probably meet with many Difficulties in the
Execution, which I have neither forefeen,
nor perhaps am capable of removing ; but
{ fhall efteem myfélf amply rewarded for
my prefent Pains, if I have laid a Founda-
tion for the Benefit of the Kingdom in ge-
neral, and its Trade in particular 5 and (hall
leave it to abler Heads and Hands to raife
the Superftructure, and grace it with what
Ornaments they pleafe. [So much by way
of Introdu&ion.]P

I suary begin with the Article of run-
ning Tea, and fhew how this pernicious
Practice may be ftopp’d, to the Benefit of
the Public, the Eaff-India Company, the
Trader in that Commodity, and the Con-
{umer of it.

SincE the Excife Duty of 4s. per Pound
on Tea was laid, it brought in an Average,
as I am informed, 130,000/, a Year into
the Exchequer } and if the Confumption was
to be computed from that Quantum, it
would amount to no more than 650,000
Pounds.

BuT the real Confumption vaftly exceeds
this Computation, ‘This is a Truth well
known to thofe who are converfant in that
Trade, However, to make it evident be-

yond
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yond all Difpute, I fhall relate one fingle
Fa&.

SoME Years ago the Treafurer of the
Eaft-Trdia Company receiv'd an anonymous
Letter from Holland, which he delivered to
the then Dire&ors, by which it was intima-
ted to him, that the Running of Tea, was
become fo vsery much in Practice, that the
Writer faid, He knew one Perfon in the
Province of Zealand, wlio exported yearly
for Lngland, by way of Smuggling, no lefs
than half a Millioh of Pounds; and that
if the Direfors would enquire, they thould
find it to be fo: Tho' this feemed in-
credible to them, yet upon Enquiry they
were convinced of the Truth of it; forthey
werc informed, that fuch a Perfon there was
in that Province, who, fome few Years be-
fore, had been but a common Eng/i/b Sailor,
was now married there to a Woman who
kept a China Shop, and had fo well manag-
ed Affairs by his Running Trade to England,
that he was in as creditable a Way, as any
Merchant whatfoever : They found that the
Quantity of Tea, which he was fuppoled to
export to England, had not been atall mag-
nified by Report, but, as they believed, was
really greater than had been reprefented :
That he had four Sloops of his own, which
he employed in that Way ; and that he had
more Guineas and other Englifb Specie in his
Houfe, than they believe any Banker (the

Bank
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Bank only excepted) in all England befides ;
and that he conftantly carried on that Trade.

Tue DireCors acquainted the Minifter
with it, who, to his Sorrow, could not pre-
vent it. 'This I do not fay by Way of Re-
fleion upon the Minifter ; for tho’ he had
nothing ¢lfe to mind, and had been never fo
careful and induftrious, yet he could not
hinder it, or put a Stop to it. Some Mer-
chants will venture where they can double,
or trible their Capital ; and all the Art of
Man won’t be able to hinder them : What
happened many Years ago in Holland plainly

demonftrates it.
Tur Freuch Ambaffador complained to

" the Prince of Orange, that the Merchants

of Amflerdam, contrary to Law, had fhip-
ed off fome Arms for Spain: He, as
gtadtholder, enquired into it, and then told
the Ambaffador, that where the Profit was
fo great, the Merchants would fetch Arms
out of Hell, and even venture to burn their
Cloath; and that with all his Power he

~ could not prevent it.

TuaT the Running of Tea, therefore,
$s 2 common Practice, I think, cannot be
denied. But if, after all, any of my Read-
ers thould doubt it, let me refer him to the
many Seizures which we fee mentioned in
our Daily Papers ; and let him confider how

many People are employed, what Diforders
are
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are produced by this Smuggling Trade;
how often Wounds, and even Murders do
enfue. Therefore every Man, who has the
Good of his Country at Heart, ought to be
defirous of putting a Stop to fuch an Evil,

In order to it, I humbly propofe, that
the Excife Duty of 4s. per Pouncf on Tea,
be repealed; and that inftead of it, the Du-
ty may be raifed upon every Family in Eng-
land which drinks Tea, the Higheft 205,
and the Loweft g5s. a Year, to be taxed
in Proportion to the Number of Perfons in
each Family ; and that of all Public Houfes
which fell Tea in Liquor, thofein the City
of London and Weftminfler pay sl, a Year
and in all other Places in EngEnd 40 S/Jt’llirzg::

BuT then will it be faid, How fhall we
know what Families drink Tea? For it
would be hard to lay a Tax upon thofe who
do not.

"To this I reply in general, that no Scheme
can be thought of, from which an univerfal
Good is expected, but what will, at the fame
Time, be liable to fome Difficulties, Haw-
- ever, to avoid this particular Inconvenience
mention’d in the prefent Scheme, I would
propofe that every Officer, wha is to levy
this Tax, fhould have printed Forms of an
Oath given him, which Oath he thould be
empowered by Parliament to adminifter to
every Head of a Family, who fhall declare

he
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he does not drink Tea. And if fuch Head
of a Family will take an Oath to this Pur-
pofe, viz. ¢ That neither he, nor any of
¢ his Houthold, have, for the whole Year
¢ paft, to the beft of his Knowledge, drank
¢ Tea dire@ly or indire&tly, within his
¢ Houfe;' This thould be fufficient to ex-
empt him from paying the Duty charg'd
upon him. But then, if the contrary to
what he {wears can be clearly proved upon
him, a very fevere Penalty, fuch as the Par-
Hament might think proper, fhould be in-
flicted.

Ir this Method fhould not be approved,
I thould hope fome other might be thought
of, more fuited to the Happmefs ‘and Eafe
of my Fellow-Subjeéts, which is the fole
End I have in View.

I now proceed to fhew the Benefit, which
may arife from this way of colle@ing this
Duty, to the feveral Branches interefted
therein,

I. It will immediately, ip/6 faéfo, hinder
the Running of any Sorts of Tea ; for where
no Profit is, there no Running will be;
which muft be a vaft Advantage.

II. IT will be a great Rc:licfg and Quiet to
all Dealers in, and Sellers of Tea, who are
now liable to have their Warehoufes and
Shops fearched and vifited by any of the
Excife-Officers, who take it into their Heads,

under Pretence of Information, to come at
Night,
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Night, or any other unfeafonable Time;
when their real Intention is rather to pick
the Pocket of the Trader, than to do their
own Duty. Befides, the Traders muft now
keep Books, of which fome are fcarce capa-
ble. But according to my Scheme, every
Thing of this Nature would be entirelyavoid-
ed; for, as there could be no Running,
there could be no Sufpicion of their having
fuch Goods in their Houfes, or in thei
Shops.

11I. Tue Eaff-India Company would be
great Gainers t erebr ; for they would be
the fole Venders of all the Tea confumed in
Great Britain, which is computed at no lefs
than 1,500,000 Pound a Year, and what a
prodigious Addition this would make to their
prefent annual Sale, may be very eafily com-
puted.

IV. Arr the Confumers of Tea will find
their Account in it. For as the Duty now
ftands, and the advanced Price, which the
Tea-Sellers raife above the Duty, may well
be computed to amount, upon the Ordinary,
- to §s. and upon the better Sort of Tea, to 6s.
they will buy it for fo much lefs; for one
Pound now fold atgs. will then be got for 4.
and the Shopkeeper will get more in Pro-
portion, for he needs not lay out fo great a
Stock, nor give his Cuftomers fo much Cre-
dit, as when the Duty was upon it: By this
it is plain, that fucha Famif;o, as is taxed

at
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at 55, a Year, gains whatever it confumes
above one Pound; and fo the Families
higher taxed, in Proportion.

LasTLY. As to the Public, who have
now received, by a Computation in an Aver-
age 130,000/, a Year, it is my Opinion,
that this new Method will vaftly increafe
that Sum.

BuT fuppofing the Matter fhould prove
otherwife :  Suppofing this new Method
(contrary to all reafonable Expeation )
fhould not, for feven Years, advance the
yearly Sum of 130,000/, {till the Public
need not be a Lofer: For in this Cafe I
would propofe, that the Egf-India Compa-
ny fhould make up the Deficiency to the
Public: And, on the other Hand, if the new
Method propofed fhould be found to an-
fwer more than the Sum of 130,000/, then
the Benefit would be entirely to the Pub-
lic. The great Increafe of the (Lusgntity
of Teas, which the Company would by this
Means annually fell at their Candle, would
fufficiently encourage them to venture an
Engagement to the Public, to fupply any
Deficiency which might arife. Former Di-
rectors, I know, would very willingly have
done it; and there is no Reafon to think,
that the prefent Gentlemen hate the Com-

any's Intereft lefs at Heart, or would thew

¢fs public Spirit than their Prcdeccﬁbrsh
ARD
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A to all thefe Advantages already men«
tioned oncother ftill, which muftplainlyaccrua
to the Public (and which is a very confider.
able one) if this Scheme fhould take Place,
There would need no additional Officer, but
on the contrary many might be difmified,
who are now employed in looking out to
i;)rzvent the Running, and in plaguing the

alers in Tea by various Methods. For
this Tax will be eafily colle¢ted by the very
People that colle¢t the Window-Tax.

HavinG done with the Article of Tea,
I fhall pafs on to another, much more ma-
terial, and of a much more gencral Confe-
quence. Here indeed, I find myfelf under
the greateft Difficultics, as Iam now to com-
bat with the gencral Prejudice and Opinion
of the greateft Part of the Kingdom. The
very Mention of the Word will at once be
apt to ftartle and alarm my Recaders; and
yet I hope ta convince thofe, who will pleafe
to diyeft themfelves of all preconccived No-
tions, and judge of Things, not by their
Names, but by their Nature, That a Genes
ral Excife, odious as it may foupd, is not
only neceffary, but would really be benefi-

cial : I do not mean fuch an Ex¢iffe as was
intended, or prefumed to be intended by a
Bill brought: into Parliament about ten Years
ago, for this I always look'd upen as de-
frutive of the Good of the Subjedt, in ma-

ny
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ny effential Points, and therefore was as
heartily zcalous againft that Bill, as it then
ftood, as any Man in the three Kingdoms. Bat
a General Excife in another Shape, is what I
am now an Advocate for; and I take upon
me to fay (with an Appeal to every Mer-
chant in the Nation for the Truth of it) that,
without fome fuch Thing, the Trade of
Great Britain cannot poffibly flourith, or in-
deed well fubfit, under fuch heavy Loads
of Duties, as the feveral Branches are at pre-
fent charged with; but the Fremch, the
Dutch, and all other Nations muft be able
to run away with it from us.

BerorE I open my own Scheme, I would
beg Leave to obferve, how entirely it differs
from that, which was propofed ten Years
ago. At that Time, indced, only two Com-
modities were mentioned, namely, Wine
and Tobacco. But People naturally appre-
hended, that if the Bill had pafed refpect-
ing thefe, every other Branch of Trade
would by Degrees have been brought under
the like Law. This it was which made the
Oppofition fo ftrong, fo general, and at the
fame Time, fo reafonable,

As much and as well as I can recollect
from what was then faid and written againft
this General Excife, Sﬁ)r fo we muft call it)
there were chiefly three Things alledged.
Firft, An Increafe of the Civil Lift. Second-
/s, A moft intolerable and vexatious Search

which
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which every Man would be fubjet to, who

dealt in excifeable Commodities. And Third-

ly, A great Increafe of Excife-Officers, in
that Cafe neceffary to hinder Frauds,

Tuese were the grand Objections againt
that Bill, and they were prefled at that Time
in many Pamphlets with fuch Force of Rea-
fon and Argument, that little could be repli-
ed. But in the Scheme which I fhall lay
down, the two firft of thefe Objetions can
have no Place, and the lalt will be abfolute-
ly reverfed,

My Propofal in fhort is this, That there
be but one fingle Excife Duty over all Great
Britain, and that upon HOUSES. As for
England alone, exclufive of Scot/and and
Wales, (to which I referve myfelf to fay
fomething hereaster) the Number of Houfes
upon the ftriteft Enquiry, amounts to no
lefs than 1,200,000; and according to the
common Computation, every Houfe being
reckoned at feven Perfons, makes in all
8,400,000 Souls,

Now confider only what a Number of
Things muft be ufed by every one of thefe,
for which high Duties are paid, if import-
ed from abroad, or high Excifes, if ofP our
own Produce ; and confider to what an ad-
ditional Price the Seller of every Commodi-
ty will exa&t from the Confumer upon the

Score

[ 15]
Score of Duty and Excife: Refle® likewife
upon the numerous Articles which ever
Family actually pays for, fuch as Soap, Can-
dles, Windows, (and what is the moft con-

fiderable of all) Malt and Land: And then

judge if I am miftaken in my Calculati-
on, when I fuppofe that every one of the
8,400,000 Perfons above computed, pays mn
an Average 405, a Year, without being a
Penny the better for it, either as to Victuals
or Cloathing. And yet, according to this
Calculation, 16,800,000/, will in Effe® be
raifed upon the Subject.*
» THAT

* T have been told that many People objet to this Caleu-
lation, and think me miftaken, when I compute, that every
Perfon pays in the Confumption 4os. per Aun. towards the
feveral Taxes, and by Confet}ucnce every Family, at feven in
Number, 14/, Ifhall therefore only fubjoin a Lift of fuch
Things as are cither charg’d with high Duties at their Impor-
tation, or high Excifes at home, and fuch as every Family
almoft is either more or lefs oblig’d to make ufe of ; and
then leave it to the Judgment and Decifion of every confide-
ring Man, whether I have over-rated this Matter, or not.
Velvets and all foreign-wrought Silks, Lgce, Ca'lhcoes, Muf-
lins, and all Foreign Linnen, all Foreign Wines, Arrack,
Rum, Brandy; all ome-diftilled Spirits, Beer, A[e, Cyder,
Mum, Perry, Sweet Wines, and Vinegar; China-Ware,
Wrought Plate, Wire, Cards and Dice; Hides, Leathgr,
Parchment, Vellom, Paper, Pafteboard, Whale-fin, and Oil ;
Coftee, Tea and Chocolate, Cinnamon, Cloves, Nutmegs,
Mace, Ginger, Pep%er 3 all Manner of Appothecaries Drugs;
Almonds, Raifins, Plumbs, and all Sorts of Grocery Ware,
Moloffus, Sugar, Soap, Candles, Snuff, Starch, Tobacco, Salt
and Hops. Now, I fay, when we take a View of this fzr;{,ﬁl;
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TuaT the moft wealthy, and moft fub
ftantial Part of any Nation fhould bear the
greatclt Part of the Burthen, is certainly
moft reafonable, but as feldom put in Prac-
tice. But it is a Confequence of the Method
I propofe; and thus I prove it.

I wirr fuppofe, that in the foregoing
Computation of 1,200,000 Houfes, there
may be 100,000at feveral Times uninhabited ;
it would be unreafonable to expect that they
fhould pay Duty, whillt they remain fuch,

NEexT, I would fix upon 500,000 Houfes,
which we may fuppofe inhabited by the low-
eft and pooreft Sort of People; from thefe I
would expe& no Duty, that thereby their
Labour might, become fo much the cheap-
er, and the Goods, which are the Produce
of their Labour, might, by this Means, be
fold at as low, or even a lower Rate than
can be afforded by other Nations ; for I do
not khow any Country in Europe, where the

reft do not pay fome Tax or other;
whereas by this prefent Scheme, thofe of this
Kingdom would be abfolutely free.

AFTER

dable Lift, and confider the large (%xantities of fome of thefe
"Things which are ufed and confumed in the Families of Noble-
men, Gentry, Merchants, Shopkeepers, Farmers, and that
no Family can fubfit, however meap, without the Ufe and
Confumption: of many others of them ; I believe we fhall be
tempted to think that I have rather made my Calculation too
low when Iplace it, in an Average, at 4os. per Amn. cach Per-
fon.thor 14/, per Ann. cach Family, taking one Family with
another.
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AFTER this Deduction of Houfes, there
will ftill remain 600,000, which are to pay
the whole Duty; not including Parochial
Charges, or the Poor’s Rate, which being
Things of a different Nature, belong to
every Parith in particular, and are not com-
prehended in the General Scheme, but are
left as they were,

LET us fee now, whether from thefe
600,000 Houfes may not be raifed a fuffici-
ent Revenue to anfwer the Ufes of the Pub-
lick. But before we enter upon this, we
muft compute a little what the Publick really
wants. I would be underftood to make this
Computation on Suppofition, that Providence
may foon be pleafed to blefs us with an ho-
nourable Peace, that the Intereft of the Houfe
of Aufiria, being ance effectually fettled,
we may not in hafte be under a Neceflity
of intermeddling fo much again, with the
Affairs of the Continent, and be driven to
find out Funds for fuch immenfe Sums of
Money, as have lately been raifed, and (to
the great Detriment of the Nation) partly
fpent Abroad.

TuE Queftion therefore is, what are the
Exigencics of the State in Times of Peace,

1. His
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1. His Mbiefty’s Civil Lift a-
mounting iy « = = - = /. 80000
1I. Intereft Moncy toDifcharge °
the Publick Debt, near,

but not full
...... 200000Q
111, quvﬁ: for the Current Ser-
vice of the Yuar - - - = 2200000

e order to it }In all— /. 5,000,000
order to raife this Moncy, I would
groquc that a Duty of 10/, a %car {hgt:}g
t}f la61d upon every Houfe; which, upon
6,2 oo?:c,)c;cl:.o Houles, would amount to
THAT I do not mean the fame
10/, to be levied upon every fingle insdtigi‘dx?-f
al Houfe, I prefume every Body will under-
ftand ; I fuppofe only, that fo much Money
ma%" be raifed llipl;m the Whole, |
HERE will be a Difficulty in fixi
Proportion for each Houfe, bu{ this Dinﬁgictuhl-c-
ty might be got over by the Goverriment’s
procuring an Eftimate of the refpective Rent
of thefe Houfes. And as the Inhabitants
would, by this Means, be difcharged from
- paying any Duties whatever, but fuch as are
mcrcly Parochial, they would have no Rea-
fon to complain, if fuch an Eftimate was
made. For I believe they would find, that
there would bea confiderable Saving to ::very
Family, by paK:ng one Duty only, in lieu
of the many which they now pay, ,

THE
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Tut Method I would point out for col-
leQting this D ity is, that every Houft in
England, which is cither let for, or inhabi-
ted by its Owners, worth 200/, a Year, or
upwards, or where the Inhabitant is in Pofs
(eflion of a real Eftate of 1000/ a Yeur,
or more, lct the Houfe he liveth in be
great or fmall, fhould pay 100/.; and that
all Houfes may be ranged in their feveral
Claffes, the loweft at 5/. and the middle ones
in Proportion, with the Addition of real
Eftates annexed to them. This is, In gene<
ral, my Notion of laying this Duty.

THUSs 6,000,000/, might be eafily raifed §
and as the Government, by the above Com-
putation, wants only §,000,000 l. there
would be an Overplus of 1,000,000. This
1,000,000 therefore, together with what
may hereafter be faved, by the Redudtion of
Intereft (which I have likewife in my pre-
fent View) I would propofe fhould bé ap-
plied to the Sinking Fund, towards difcharg-
ing the National Debt : And I am perfuaded
that the Plenty of Money would foon of itfelf
occafion a ReduCtion of Intereft, without
any Force or Compulfion.

Tue fame Sinking Fund would have a
very confiderable Addition, if the Legifla-
ture {hould think fit to charge all the Houtes
<0 Wales and Scotland, which have not beent

et mentioned, (after the fame Deduction 0

thofe inhabited by the Poor) with the halt;
o
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of what thofe in England pay; which muft
amount to a confiderable $am ; for, according
to the beft A¢count, there are in Scotland
about 2 50,000 Houfes, and in #ales above
150,000, If all this was faithfully laid out
in clearing the Publick Debt, it would be
furprizing to fec how much it would be
leflen’d in the fhort Space of 10 or 12 Years.

IF, in future Times, the Publick fhould
want to raife a greater Sum for the Current
Services of the Year, it might eafily be pro-
cured by adding, for every Million they wan-
ted, one fixth Part upon every Houfe ; and
fuch an Addition would be raifed within the
Year; a Thing greatly defircable by every
Body; and the Want of which has been the
Caufe of our prefent Debt.

Brrore I difiifs this Subje&, I think it
incumbent upon me to remove one Objec-
tion, which may probably, and with {dme
fhew of Reafon, be made, viz. that by thus
fecuring fix Millions to be annually raifed for

any determinate Number of Years, we fhall

make it unneceflary to have a Seffion of Par-
liament every Year; and fince this would be
~apparently detrimental to the Subje, as it
might prevent Redrefs of Grievances, and
tend to make the Crown more independent
on the People, than is confiftent with the
Conftitution, I would propofe (in order to
obviate this Inconvenience) that only fix
Pountl an a Houfe fhould be fix'd, to be cet-

tainly
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tainly raifed every Year, and the remaining
four Pound fhould be annually granted by
Parliament, for anfwering the Exigences of
the Current Year, in the fame Manner as the
Land and Malt Tax are at prefent granted.

AND now give me leave modeftly to hint
what I would have the Legiflature to do to-
wards the Furtherance of this Scheme,

I wourp humbly propofe, that the
Parliament fhould, firft of all,in the moft fo-
lemn Manner, engage itfelf, that, if ever
there thould be a Deficiency in the Duty upon
Houfes, the Intereft fhould, previoufly and
before any thing elfe, be faithfully paid to
the feveral Proprietors of the Public Debts;
for which the whole Revenue thould ftand
engaged. .

NexT I would have them provide, that
all A&s of Parliament which ever pifiud,
and laid any Duty whatfoever; all Penal
Laws either upon Goods imported, or Goods
now under the Burthen of Excife, and con-
fequently all Forfeitures to be levied by any
of the faid A&s, thould be repealed.

Tue only A&t which I would have re-
main in Force, is, that moft glorious Bulwark
of our Trade, the A& of NAvIGATION;
and even here I would have a fmall Altera-
tion made, the prefent Practice being s Hard-
fhip on the Subje&®, by which many an in-
nocent Perfon has fuffered wrongfally. I
aean in relation to the Claufe by which Own-

crs
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ers of Ships are liable toForfeiture for Crimes
committed by Mafters or Sailors, which the
themfelves know nothing of, or if they did,
would not be able to hinder. This is the
only Alteration which I think requifite ;
for fuppofing that Claufe to be left out, I
look upon this A& as the beft which ever
pafs’d for the Benefit of Trade.

IF the Parliament fhould approve of thig
Scheme, and pafs fome A& or A&s to thefe
Purpofes ; let us examine what Benefit would
thereby accrue to the Nation in general, and
to its ineftimable Branch of Trade in par-
ticular,

As to the firft, many of the loweft Rank
among the People would be entirely free
from paying any Duty whatfoever ; and all
thofe, who would be obliged once a Year to
pay a Tax upon their Dwelling-Houfes,
would not only find a great Eafe by paying
but one fingle Duty, but alfo a great Profit,
by paying, in the Whole, much lefs than
they did before.

As to Trade, all Duties being abolifhed,
it would entirely prevent all Manner of Run-

‘ning, and hinder the Ruin of many Thou
fands of poor unhappy Creatures, which
have been, or are ftill employed in the Smug-
gling Trade; and, I think, there were once,
at the fame Time, no lefs than fifteen or fix-
teen Thoufand in the feveral Goals in Eng-

land ;
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Jand 3 now if this Scheme fhould take Place,
I thould hope for their Sakes, that the Legif-
lature would fhew Mercy to thofe now in
Goal for the fame Crime, and annex an A&
of Grace in their Favour.

IT would fet the Merchant and Shop-
keeper free from a Multitude of falfe and
vexatious, or frivolous Informations, which
may now be lodged againft them. For, if
this Scheme takes Place, nobody will be em-
powered to vifit their Dwellings, Warchoufes
and Shops. o

AnD, as the Duty upon Merchandife im-
ported from abroad, as well as upon our
own excifeable Goods, amounts, in an Ave-
rage, to above 5o per Cent ; it would enable
the Merchant as well as the Shop and Ware-
houfe-keeper to trade with half the Stock,
and make his Profit the fame, or rather in-
creafe it, in Proportion to the leffer Sum for
which he can purchafe the fame Commodity.
This would create a greater Plenty of Mo-
ney, and of Confequence greatly help to re-
duce the National Intereft.

It would alfo encourage the great Mer-
chants, when they buy anz Goods upon Spe-
culation, as they call it, to keep the faid Goods
at home, and employ their own Warehoufes;
whereas, the Cafe now ftands, they are in
Prudence obliged to fhip off fuch Goods, as

" are entitled to a Drawback of 30, 40, and

cyen
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even more per Cent, for Holland, or other
Places, whereby Dutch Ships are not only
benefited, but we pay Commiffion, Ware-
boufe-Room, and other incidental Charges,
which our own People might put in their
own Pockets, and have the Goods in their
own Pofleflion,

TrAT all Prohibitions are in general
hurtful, has ever been my Opinion, and [
don’t queftion but moft Merchants fo far
agree with me; tho' there may be Cafes,
where Neceflity will call for them.,

THERE are, at prefent, two principal
Prohibitions in Force, one againft all Eafl-
India colour’d Goods, and wrought Silks;
the other againft wearing Eqff India Calli-
coes: The Firft was procur’d by that great
Statefman the Earl of Hallifax,” when Mr.,
Montague, towards the latter End of King
William's Reign ; what Good this has done
I leave others to judge. But this I know,
that this very Nobleman declared to a Per-
fon of Credit, who told it me, that in all
his Life-time, he had never done any thing,
which he fo fincerely repented of; but it
Wwas now grown fwopular, tho’ without
Reafon, among the Weavers, and others of
the inferior Sort, that it would be dangerous
to attempt to repeal it,

THE A& for prohibiting the Wearing of
Callicoes was fo lately paft, that it is al;noﬂft

re
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in every Body’s Memory ; it is ceftajit
gel?azs done ayWorlﬁ of Hurm to fome of the
Manufaélures of England, and particularly
to the City of Norwich, for whofe Benefit
it was chiefly intended.  Of this I am fully
convinced ; the very People of the City are
now fenfible of it themfelves; and one of
the chicf Promoters confefled before he died,
that he found it one of the worft A&s that
ever pafled. 'The Reafon is; the Prohibi-
tion of Callicoes here at Home, made them
more plenty in foreign Markets, where there
ufed to be a Demand for Norwich Stuffs ;
and when the People Abroad found that they
could purchafe Callicoes (which had the Ad-
vantage of being new every Time they were
wathed) for a {fmall Matter more than the
could procure Norwich Stuffs, they chofs
rather to get into the Wear of this cleaner
and neater Apparel; and thus there becane
little or no Demand for our Stuffs Abroad,
and, coni'equentllyI by Degree a Decay of the

anufacture at Home. .

MBUT befides the Damage which it did to
fome of the Manufatures in this Country,
the Revenue loft aboye 50,000/, a Year by
it, notwithftanding which it ftill ftands ufires
pealed. Therefore the Legiflature ought to'be
very cautious how they lay a Prohibition,

ah abfolute Neceflity,
unlefs there appears ah abfolu rae
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ANOTHER very great Advantage which
this Scheme will produce, if pafled into a
Law, and which is of a much more ferious
Nature, is the preventing a Multitude of
falfe Oaths, which are dgaily made at the
Cuftom-Houfe and Excife Office ; for Oaths
are fo wonderfully multiplied by the Penal
Laws, “and withall grown fo very familiar,
that it is a long Time ago pafled into a Pro-
verb in the City to fay, It is but a Cuftom-
Houfe Oath : In fuch a flight Manner are
they taken ; and how many are proved to be
falle, Wefiminfter- Hall may beft tell,

THERE is onc remarkable Oath which is
laid upon all fuch as fhip off Goods, where
a Drawback is to be reccived; every Expor-
ter is obliged to take it, when his Dcbenture
is made out; and it is of fuch a Nature, that
no Man can do it with Truth; fo that when
it was firft required, feveral Merchants, who
had Regard to what they were to {wear,
remonftrated againft it, tho’ without Suc-
¢cefs; the Oath was to be crammed down,
or no Drawback to be had.

Tuis Oath in Subftance runs thus; You
fwear that the Goods mentioned in this De~
benture, are fhipped off, cither for your own
Account, or by Commifion from Abroad ;
and that they are not landed, or intended to
be landed in any Patt of Great Britaim, you
baving the Direclion of the Viyage.

Oxn
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On thefe laft Words lies the Objection ;
for no Merchant has the DireCtion of the
Voyage. ‘This belongs to the Owners, and
the Captain of the Ship; and the Perfon
who fhips his Goods on Board, only takes a
Bill of Loading, and cannot poflibly anfwer
for the Captain, if he will fteer to. another
Place, befides that which he promifed to go
to: Of this there was a few Years ago a fa-
mous Trial, by way of Information, againft
one of the Aldermen of the City of London.
This Gentleman had fold a Parcel of To-
bacco frec on Board, as the Cuftom is; and
by fo doing was entitled to the Drawback,
and confequently obliged to take this Oath
his Tobacco was according to the Bill of
Loading configned to Holland; but inftead
of that, the Captain went to Ireland or Scot-
land, and there run his Tobacco: Ten or
twelve Years afier, the Alderman was at-
tacked by Way of Information; and tho’ the
Council who pleaded again(t him confefled,
that there appeared no Fraud in him, nei-
ther that he had been privy to the altering
of the Voyage, yet by his Oath he was found
guilty, according to the Letter of the Law,
and condemn’d in the Penalty.

Ir we ferioufly-then confider the Nature
of an Oath, that it is a folemn Appeal to
God as 2 Witnéfs of our Veracity, to God

from whofe- Knowledge nothing is hid, to
God
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God who is the Patron and Protector of
Truth, and the Avenger of Falthood, what
muft we think our Punithment will be,
when we invoke him thus flightly and often
falfely? This perhaps mdy be call’d Preach-
ing, and {o be ridiculed; But I am not a-
fham'd to fay, that I firmly belicve, the
Almighty will never permit the falfe 3wearer
to go unpunifhied ; and therefore, when the
Sin of Perjury once becomes general, 1 have
my Fears, that He may look upon it as a
National Sin. And fhall not God be avenged on
[fuch @ Nation as this?

BuT to return from this thort Digreflion;
let us now obferve the feveral Benefits which
this new Scheme of raifing 6,000,00¢ /. 4
Year affords; the very Munnet of colleCting
the Duty will be one Advantage; for when
each Houfe is once taxed, what Troublc is
it to pay the faid yearly Tax? I would fix
the Quantum on a Plate of Brafs, as they
mark Houfes infured againft Fire, and there
could be no Difpute,

For this Purpofe, I would have a Re-
ceiver-General in each County, ane of the
moft fubftantial Inhabitants, and of the moft
approved Chara&er, who could give good
Security 3 and in order to procure fuch a one,
I would allow him for himfelf, and his Col-
Jectors, and neceflary Clerks under him, a
Salary of no lefs than Four per Cent, out o]f

a
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all the Morey he fhould receive, and return
into the Exchequer. This would be fo no-
ble and generous a Payment, that it could
not fail of being defired by the beft Man in
each County. The Charges upon the whole
Revenue, by that Means, would be 240,000/,
which is now computed at above One Mil-
lion. Whether this faving, and turning out,
or rendering ufelefs fuch a Number of Offi-
cers, as are now employed, will promote ot
difcourage this Scheme, Time will fhew;
but I hope, that when his Majefty, the Mi-
niftry, aud Parliament, will pleafe to confi
der the vaft Debts already contrated, the
great Sums which arc now yearly wanted,
the high Duties which Merchants and T'ra-
ders lie under; they will poftpone all other
political Confidcrations, and have an Eye to
the true Intercft of the Nation in general,
and of its Trade, from which all Benefit
mutft arife, in particular,

In the laft Place, fince I would willingly
calculate my Scheme for the Good of 51\:
whole Community, and at the fame Time
not to the Prejudice of any individual Mem-
ber, if it could be avoided ; 1 would be ve-
ry willing that the Parliament fhould confi-
der all thofe who, by this Scheme, would
lofe their prefent Employment, Let their
Salary be continued to them upon the fame
Foot they have it now, or during their

' Lives,
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Lives, and this pethaps would induce them
to look with a favourable Eye on cur De-
fign,

TuaT fomething like a Scheme of this
Nature is expedient, or rather abfolutely ne«
ceffary, T am more convinced than I care to
exprefs ; for T would not willingly give a
Handle to our Enemies to entertain a2 mean
Opinion of us. I know we are a rich and
wealthy Nation, and have great Refources 3
but confider what the Sacred Hiftory reports
of the Riches of Solomon : His Treafure was
immenfe, fuch as enabled him to build a
Temple at Fernfalem, (according to the
Computation of learned Men) of almoft in«
credible Value,  Yet his Riches have long
fince vanifhed, the Place whete the Temple
ftood, and even Ferufalem itfelf, that con-
tained it, is fcarcely now to be found. God
forbid that this fhould ever chance to be our
Cafe, by going beyond our Strength,

RecoLLECT now into one fhort View,
the feveral Conveniences attending this new
Scheme, in its whole Extent.

"~ ConsIDER, Firft, the Evils it aims to
prevent, fuch as Frauds and Collufions, in
running of Gdods ; vexatious fearching of
Shops and Ware-Houfes; a numerous Band
of Officers, who are a great Charge and
‘Burthen upon the Public ; frequent frivolous
and _vexatious: Law-Suits ; and above all,

Equi-

[ 3] |
Equivocations with Oaths, or downright
Perjuries.

OpservE, Secondly, the pofitive actual
Advantage it will bring; to the Eaff-Iydi
Company; to the Merchant ; to the Con-
{umer of Goods of all Sorts; to the Public
Funds ; and in fhort, to the Nation in ge-
neral, as well as to the molt ufeful (tho’ at

refent moft unhappy and moft burthen’d
?’art of it) the Poor.

App to this, that it would be a Means
of making Great-Britain, what is call'd in
the Mercantile Stile, a Eree-Port, (a Cir-
cumftance very defirable by every Well-
wither to this Country) and then fee whether
it docs not deferve the Care of every worthy
Patriot, to make fuch a Scheme (if it can
be) feafible and practicable.

I nave faid, at the Beginning, that I do
not pretend to have advanc'd this §:h: me as
one that will be attcnded with no Difficul-
ties, or iiable to no Objecions. 1 fee very
clearly that therc muft be fome Regulations
upon fome certain Species of Goods, which
may be imported from Abroad, and would
interfere with our own Manufactures ; as well
as upon others, where Regard muft be had
to Treaties. But I am perfuaded, whenthefe
Regulations come to be made, if Merchants
a@ually in Trade were confulted upon them,
and the Wifdom of the Legiflature would be

pleafed
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pleafed to interpofe its Affiftance, and take
nto Confideration, what are the propereft
and moft effe¢tual Methods for the Encou-
ragement of Trade, and Navigation : I fay,
with this Concurrence, I am perfuaded
fome of thefe Hints might be improv'd into
a Scheme, which might make this Kingdom
profper and flourith: I fhall, for my own
Part, rejoice to have contributed my Mite,
and happy fhould I think myfelf, if, in Cona
fequence of fuch a Scheme, it migi)t be faid
of us, as it was in ancient Time of Tyre.
THAT THEIR MERCHANTS ARE
PRINCES, AND THEIR TRAFFICKERS
THE HONOURABLE or THE EARTH,
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