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PREFACE, 

Whenever :my crisis in t l ~ c  affiri1.s of lnen is about to  
td te  place, there is ever to be found a nl~nlber of people 
ready to preach up things as they arc. Tltese champions 
fight s t o ~ ~ t l y  and cu~~ilingly against the innorntion of 
existing institutions anrl 111odrs of acting; and they 
endeavour to reason the sensible and aI;tr~n the  timid 
into remaining qniet, and enduring ~neeklp mhntever evils 
they may be atilicted ~ r i t l ~ .  Relonging to one class, anrl 
having in view a common ol~ject, these alarmists attempt 
to convince t l ~ e  people that everything is almost as well as 
i t  call be-that few evils are endured by them which are 
not necessary consequences of existence-that their 
governmental burthens may be alleriated by gradual and 
imperceptible reforms-th~t the present gradations of 
society, which cause so nlucll discontcntn~eut among the 
poor and the oppressed, have always existed, and tl~erefore 
ever must exist-and that  any attenlpts of the productive 
classes to better tliemselves by interfering with this 
"natural arrangement of society," mill be attended \vith 
the most disastrous ~.esults to tl~un~selves. 

Notwithstanding the  sage aclvice and the gloomy fore- 
bodings of t l~ese friends of the people, the latter are 
perpetually endesvouring to the u t~nost  of t l~e i r  power, by 
means of political and trades' unions, to alter the present 
state of things, and keep to the~nsclves that  vast amount 
of wealth which is annually taken from t l ~ c ~ n  by esistillg 
usages. But, conscious of ]laving justice on their side, the 
productive classes have hit l~erto regarded the end more 



a n d  tlie e terni ty of existing usages. As men, and apart 
from the i r  present position a s  a poor governed class, 

oppressed by a rich governing class, t h e  producers ]lave 
nothing t o  (lo with t h e  alleged sacredness of estab- 
lished institntious : they  have merely t o  determine mhe- 
the? i t  be not possible t o  change that social lvhole jvhicil 
keeps them poor, as well as  t h a t  governmental p a r t  mhicll 
oppresses tllem because they  a re  poor. T h e  requisite 
knowledge can be obtained only by going a t  once to  first 
principles. I n  t h e  wortls of one who Iras made many 
efforts t o  uphold t h e  present system, we are  now in 6' t h e  
very conditiorl, if t h e  people coultl 1)ut see it, for t l ~ c  
exercise of faith in principles. W i t h  a darlc and  shifting 
near  future, and a br ight  and fixed ultimate destiny, \\.hat 
is t h e  true, t h e  only wisdom? N o t  to  p r y  into t h e  fogs 
or  tllickets round about, or t o  stand still for fea;. of what  
may  nex t  occur in  tlie path ; but t o  loolc from Eden  g a t e  
bellind t o  heaven g a t e  before, and press on to t h e  certain 
future. I n  Itis political as  in llis ~ n o r a l  life, ma.] sho~ilil, 
i n  t h e  depth of his ignorance and t h e  fallibility of h i s  
judgment, THROW I I I~ISELF,  IN TITE FULL SENSE OF 

SECURITY, UPON I~RINCIPLES; and then he  is safe from , 
being depressed by opposition, o r  scared by  uncertainty, o r  
depravetl by responsibility." 

INTRODUCTION. 

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look ap, and 
lift up your heda; for your redemptiou clmweth nigll." 

I f  i t  were ever possible to predict w l i ~ t  sllnll be, fronl a 
consiileration of what  llas been-if ever tllE s i g l ~ s  of t h e  
times gave warning of g rea t  troubles or changes-there is 
t l la t  in  t h e  present ~ v l i l c l ~  tells us, in  n manner riot t o  be 
misunderstood, tha t  tlie hour  for tlre f lial conflict between 
R i g h t  and M i g h t  cannot be fiir distant. Tllat i t  is  t ime 
t h e  event took place, l e t  t h e  wrongs of inan for forty cen 
turies testify-that i t  is  t ime to p u t  an end to t h e  bondage 
of labour, l e t  t h e  sufferings of tlre millions of lier martyred 
cllildren bear witness ! 

F r o m  t h e  nature of things there mus t  be a cause for 
every effect, hen-ever concealed or inscrutable t h a t  cause 
may be ; and of all causes, none ;ire of so much importance 
a s  those from \rhicli emanate t h e  wide-spread poverty and 
iliscontcntment which exist a t  t h e  present time throug1r- 
ou t  t h e  whole world-and, more especially, i n  those 
nations calling themselves civilised. Tl le  numerous 
remedies proposed, tried, and rejected, one after t h e  
other, do not prove t h a t  i t  is impossible t o  change, for t h e  
better, this  unnatural  s ta te  of things;  such 111 success 
merely sllclrs t h a t  the  world a t  large-nations as well as  
g~veniments-are a s  ye t  ignorant of t h e  origin sncl t h e  
nature of t h e  great  wrong vrliich has  preyed upon man 
for so many ages. 

Of all nations on tlie face of t h e  earth, t h e  people of t h e  
United ICingdom suffer t h e  most severely, and are, there- 
fore, t h e  most i n  want  of a remetly. T h r o u g l ~ o u t  t h e  
co~llltry, dis t rust  or clissatisfi~ction is  ~inivers;il. N o t  one 
class of society is a t  res t ;  b u t  a troubled and uncnsy 
sensation-n liiud of f o ~ e r u n n c r  of evil or of cl~ange-per- 
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vades alilie t h e  bosoms of both t h e  rich and the  poor- 
t h e  tramplers and t h e  trampled upon. 

Whatever  may be t h e  condition in which society now 
is, i t  could not, from t h e  very nature of i t s  component 
parts, and t h e  circumstances which have for ages operated 
UIIOII and influenced those parts, be different from what  i t  
i s ;  and ho~vever  alarming t h e  present s ta te  of things 
m a y  appear t o  t h e  unjust  man and tlie extortioner, the re  
IS in  t h e  prospect nothing t h a t  can terrify t h e  honest and  
t h e  industrious, wherever thcy  may be. 

T h e  productive classes a rc  bewildered amidst  t h e  mul- 
tiplicity of remedies offered for their consideration. T h e y  
have as many remedies as  wrongs-one contradicting 
another, and most of them equally vulueless ; for thcy a r e  
alilcc based merely on passing events, instead of rcsting on 
t h e  broad foundation of some great  principle. T h a t  
which appears to  be a remedy in one year, tu rns  out, i n  
t h e  nex t  year, t o  be no remedy n,hatever; for t h e  parti- 
cular evil which s~lclt  remedy applied to, is  fonnd t o  have 
shifted i t s  locality, or clianged t o  some secondary evil. 

There  is wanted, not a mere governmental or particular 
remedy, b u t  a general remedy-one which will apply t o  
all social wrongs and evils, g rea t  and small. T h e  produc- 
tive classes want  a remedy for their  incessant toil-they 
want  a remedy for their  c o m p ~ ~ l s o r y  idleness-they want  
a renledy for their  poverty-they ~ v a n t  a remedy for t h e  
misery, and ignorance, and  vice, which such toil, such 
idleness, and such poverty produce. 

A l t l ~ o u g h  i t  may  appear dif icul t  t o  obtain such a 
~eemedy, i t  will be seen, hereafter, t h a t  i t  is  anything b u t  
impossible. All  sciences are  more or less imperfect; b u t  
of all sciences, politics, or t h e  science of human govern- 
ment, is t h e  least understootl, a l t l~ough  i t s  g rea t  boolc h a s  
been open t o  t h e  illspection of man for four thousand 
years. M a n  has made so litt le progress, because i t  is  in t h e  
natrlre of good or bad forms of government, and institu- 
tions, and s tates  of society, t o  perpetuate themselves, and  
lceep successive generations in  one cont inuo~ls  mode of 
thinking and of acting. Men, i n  general, go not t o  t h e  
first principles of things ; they  take t h e  world as they find 
it ,  antl look only t o  t h e  s tate  of society, t h e  form of 
government, o r  the  religion of their  country, for t h e  t ime  
being. B u t  t h e  nonage of intellect is  piissing away, and  

t h e  minil of man will soon take a wider and a bolder flight 
than any  i t  has ye t  dared t o  contemplate. I I a d  t h e  lantl- 
nlarks of E u r o p e  alrvays been kep t  in  ~ i g l l t ,  America 
would still have been unknown t o  u s ;  and, unless we 
boldly overleap t h e  boundaries ~ v l l i c l ~  custom and prece- 
den t  lias placed around us-boundaries which s h u t  mall 
out  from all b u t  t h e  lorrer and baser portions of intel- 
lectual and pl~ysical esistence-lve shall never behold nor 
possess t h a t  vast and beautiful region of human felicity, 
which, from t h e  nature of things, cannot bu t  h a r e  
existence. 

A11 other  sciences arc  b u t  as  steps t o  t h e  science of 
govelmment. T h e y  all add something to man's knowledge 
of himself, his capabilities, ant1 his t r u e  position in refer- 
ence to  es te rn :~ l  objects. W h a t  is i t  t h a t  t h e  m i ~ ~ t l  of 
man, if properly tlirected, cn~lno t  :icco~nplisli ? W h a t  
other finite being has attributes so mighty-and yet,  wha t  
o t l ~ e r  til ing csis t ing is so I~elpless and so \ \~retcl~et l  ? We 
can roan1 through t h e  universe with t h e  astronomer, and 
loolc on solar systems, and behold planets and their  sntel- 
l i tes rolling in ponderous ma.iesty through t h e  illimitable 
ocean of space : we can, with t h e  geologist, go back t o  
times when history mas not-when our earth, occupying 
;I different position in space, and peop!ed by widely differ- 
e n t  modifications of being to any now existing, knew not 
man, nor his crimes, nor his follies : we can progress, wit11 
t h e  historian, from as far baclc :ts human records extend, 
u p  t o  t h e  present time, and survey man under  t h e  innu- 
merable systems of religion and forms of government 
v l ~ i c h  have cursed him from his  creation-malting t h e  
ear th one vast slaughter-yard, and defiling i t  \\,itii 
esecr:ible pollntion : we can, wit11 t h e  chemist, dissolve 
t h e  chains wl~ ich  hin(1 together t h e  elenlents of ex i s t i~ lg  
forms of matter,  and, from their  ~vreck, protluce a ne\r. 
creation, and bestow on t11i11gs new properties and appeitr- 
ances : we can, with t h e  anatomist and the  metaphys ic ia~~,  
s tudy t h e  nature of our own corporeal antl mental being, 
and observe t h e  inseparable depentlency of mind on matter,  
and t h e  influence of estcrnal  circumsL~ncesupou b o t l ~  : \ re  
can view every variety of human action, and can tliscover 
t h e  various incentives t o  sucll action : \re can, :is i t  I\-ere, 
live over again t h e  t i n ~ c s  t h a t  a re  past-ourselres commit- 
t ing  t h e  crime, and judging t h e  offender, and m e t i ~ ~ g  out  



t h e  award. A n d  thus, having t h e  accumulated knowledge 
and experience of all past ages t o  guide him, and t h e  
accumulated errors and miseries of all past ages t o  warn 
him-imbued with the  spirit, a s  ~ve l l  as  acquainted with 
t h e  letter,  of history-nrhat is man not  prepared t o  
nchie~*e ? 

T h e  unt ir ing mint1 of man is ever in search of what  i t  
has  never ye t  found-I~appiness; h u t  hecause this  ultimate 
end of all human exertion has not hi ther to 1)een attained, 
it does not follow t h : ~ t  man should give u p  h i s  search, ant1 
die. H i s  physical organization is a s  perfect as  t h a t  of 
any  other  being with nvhich he  is acq~laintcd, while h i s  
mental  powers far  cxccctl thosc of a n y  other  known ihtcl- 
ligcnce. It. \r.oultl, then, bc: :tn unsccrnly gap  in t h e  
harmonious adaptatiotr antl continuous pcrfcction which 
r u n s  through all  creation, if t h e  powers ant1 nttribntes 
posscssetI by man cor~ltl (lo rtotl~ing ton;rrcls removing t h a t  
miscry and clissatisf:ictiorl \r~hiclr has  for so nlally ages 
been t h e  portion of his race. T o  assert that ,  amiclst a 
universe of joy, marl alone is born to sorrow and to trorthle, 
is t o  commit a foul libel upon t h e  Almighty antl perfect 
disposer of all t h i n ~ s  ! 

W e r e  m:in a s t a t ~ o n a r y  being, like the  beasts and birds 
by which 11e is surro~~ntlerl-1r::tl Ite a fixed and unc11;lngc- 
able instinct, instead of a progressive and improvable 
reason-any change ill his social ir~stitutions arould be 
unnecessarf. Society nfould have been t h e  sailne a t  t h e  
beginning as  i t  is a t  present ;  ant1 i t  rnoul(1 continue i r ~  
one uniform state  as  long as  man s11011ltl csist.  B u t  man 
is  not thus  stationary ; 11e is a reasoning, anti therefore u. 
progressing, 1)cing. T h e  linonlctlge and experience of 
one generation can be transmittetl  to  t h e  next  ; and, as ;L 
man ; t t  forty years of age  mus t  possess more I;i~o\r,letlgc 
than  h e  did a t  t\iFenty, so also n ~ u s t .  t h e  world a t  large 
possess a greater  nccumulation of Iillo\vledge a t  the  end of 
four thousand years from t h e  creation of man, tlrau was 
possessed a t  t h e  end of four l~rtndred. ICno\rletlge is 
merely an accun~ulation of facts; and ~ r i s d o m  is  t h e  a r t  of 
applying such koowledge t o  i t s  t r u e  purpose-the pro- 
motion of human happiness. A l t l ~ o u g h  nien may llavc 
much kno~rletlge, and no wistlom, there can only be litt le 
wistlom where tllere is  h u t  li t t le Itnowledge. T h e  present 
generation have t h e  :iccumulated Itnowledge and experience 

of four tllousand years t o  \ ~ o r k  upon ; and tllerefore the)' 
have i t  in their power to  ac t  wiser, ill respect to  t h e  
cstablisllment of ant1 political i~lstitutiolls, tllan ally 
generation t h a t  has precedetl them. 

Such being tile nature of Inan, and such his pomers, t h e  
col~sideratioll of a sociitl cllangc need excite no more sur- 
prise or apprehension than  a simple political movement. 
I f  a c l ~ a n g c  be :t g i p n t i c  orle, so, liLc\risc, are  t h e  
evils mighty \rlrich rcqulre to  I)e removed. Throughout  
tlle \vl~ole l~uiverse, from t h e  most str~pertdous planet to  
the  individual atom, C ~ ~ R I I ~ ~ S  ;tre 1)crpetnsl-there is 
i lot l~ing ;it rest-r~otlri~lg st:ltionary; t o  :tftir~n, tl~creforc, 
t l ~ a t  g o v e r n n ~ c ~ ~ t n l  i n s t r t r ~ t i o ~ ~ s  r c c l ~ ~ i r c  no rcfornlntion- 
t11:tt social aps te~ns  nccd I I ~  ;tltcrntio~~--is jr~kt ;IS abs!~rtl 
i ~ s  to  s;ty t l ~ ; ~ t  t l ~ c  innll sl1:111 wear t h e  s\r,;ltltlli~~g rlotl~c.; 
\ r l ~ i c l ~  befitted Iris infancy ; ant1 be pleiisetl, in  ~naturit!., 
wit11 tlre rattle \ r . l~icl~ cIr;~rmctl his cl~iltll~uod. 

Stiltcs of society ;tnd forms of g o v c r n t ~ ~ c ~ ~ t  1:avc aln.a!.s 
been Sorcctl up011 mcn by  the  colnmon marc11 of events ; 
and t h a t  s ta te  of society or form of govcr~lment  \r.llicl~ 
existetl a t  one l~criotl of :t n;itioo's I~istory, :tnd 11 as s~~f l ic i -  
en t  for ;ill i ts  n.ants, \rill never be tolerntetl a t  n Inter 
pried. Who,  a t  t h e  present day, \r.ould wish to  return 
t o  ;i s ta te  of society, n.ith its accon~l>; lny i~~g  nianncrs, and 
form of gnverument, and r e l i g i o ~ ~ s  institutions, such as 
esis ted in Great  I3rit;~in in t h e  timc of the  llruitls,  or the  
Romans, or the  Sasr~ns,  or the  Normans ? H o w  Inan:; 
Protestants  n-otlltl lrisli to  revive the  (laps nllen Catho!ic- 
ism nras in i t s  glory :tnd i ts  po\trer, and t l ~ e  br;intl of per- 
secution (Irietl up t h e  blootl of t h e  mar tyrs?  All  these 
cl~nngcs were bu t  manifestations of t h e  common 1,rogres.s 
of things ; and they nil I~apl)cr~ed nntur:tlly ant1 t~nar.oitl- 
ably, i ~ ~ t l e ~ ~ c n d e n t  of thc  control of govcr~~lncn ts  or 
individuals. C;ttholicism succeedctl P , ~ g a ~ ~ i s ~ n ,  then Pro-  
testantism c:ume irftcr Catholicism, and both are  nonr being 
superseded by Dissent ; and all t h e  evils e h i c h  these 
changes brought 11j)on t h e  people of other days, as ~ r c l l  as 
all t l ~ e  n~iser ies  t l ~ a t  have bef~~l len  nations in  our  olrn 
times, are  solely attributable to  the insane antl blasl111cn1ou.i 
endeavotirs of 11uman rulers t o  set  u p  their authori ty  
;lgininst t h e  f i t t  of the  Almip l~ ty ,  nntl tell Innn 11c shall 
go no further. And 11a:c all t h e  treasures \\ ;lstcd, a i ~ i i  
t h c  blood spilled-all t l ~ c  pcrsecutio~js, and punishn~cnts  



and  revolting crimes nrhicl~ h a r e  talien place t o  keep man 
and his institutions stationary, effected t h e  [or 
~ ~ l l i c ~  they  were intended? Tur11 t o  liistory for a n  
ans!vcr-look hack from our  days to  the  days of our  fore- 
fathers, and ask if ally of t h e  many powerful endeavours to  
])revent changes ever ye t  snccecrled. 

A t  no period since t h e  creation of tlie world lras man 
been so well prepared, as  IIC is  a t  present, t o  effect a 
change in t h e  very constitution of society; antl no other  
nation possesses so many facilities for comlnc~tcing sllch a 
change, antl carrying i t  fortvartl succcssfi~lly, as  do t h e  
peoplc of the  Urlitetl ICingdom. A variety of circnm- 
stances, ~rrl~icll 11;lvc not !)at1 so much influence on other  
countries, have tended to induce th i s  ripeness in ourselves. 
We suffer greater  b u r t l ~ c n s  t11;un arty othcr  people on ear th 
-blirthens wllich our  unceasing industry only just  enables 
us  t o  ])car 111) against, and live. W e  h a r e  a greater  
amount  of fixed capital, o r  accumulatctl labour, 111 t h e  
for111 of roads, milnrays, canals, manuhctories, and ma- 
clliriery of every description, than is possessed by  a n y  
other  nation. W e  are collected t o g ~ t l ~ c r  in large masses, and 
have excellent means of commuo~cation. As a people, ure 
have as  much po!itical Iino\rlctlgc. a11c1 as  rnucl~ incipicr~t  
union among ourselves, as  any otllcr nation. The ent i re  
mass of t h e  producers, with n grea t  al or ti on of t h e  clistri- 
l ~ u t o r s  of we;tlth, are  groaning under t h e  accu~nulated 
wrongs of centuries of misgovernment and mismanagement. 
Tl lcy have tried allnost every conccivablc means t o  obtain 
relief i ~ n d  ~ ~ c d r e s s ,  I)ut they have cvci. been bctr:lyetl, and 
disa1)poiuteci, and cheated wit11 a shadow. 3ler1 ]lave a t  
lengtll, honlerer, beg i~n  t o  look from t h e  ty ran t  t o  t h e  
tyrallny-from t h e  effect to  t h e  cause. T h u s  our  present 
position : L I I ~ I I ~ S  \vrIl for a social change, and for tlle ad- 
vancement of man's highest ilestiny. 

It is otlly 1r11en lncn suffer g rea t  wrongs, t h a t  they  loolc 
about for great  remedies. S o  long as they are  satisfied 
with their  nrc~rldly condition, m l ~ e t h e r  i t  be good or bad, 
they will not th ink  of changes : they will not  give u p  R 

certain moderate good for a n  i~ncertain g rea t  benefit. 
Whi le  t h e  people of t h e  United I<ingtlom \rere t h u s  com- 
paratively contented wit11 their  means of enjoyment, they  
t l lought  neither of states of society, nor forms of govcrn- 
nlent, nor tlte r igh ts  of man : as t h e  present social system 

produced i t s  natural effects-as toil grcls  more and pay 
grew less-men began t o  th ink  upon tlie matter,  and t o  
devise remedies: b u t  now, n~11cn t h e  condition of t h e  pro- 
cluctivc classes is so hat1 t h a t  no change can n~a l ie  it worse, 
they a re  ready t o  nilopt almost any remedy which promises 
relief. 

W e  have a t  length arrived a t  t h e  exact t ime when a 
m i g l ~ t p  cllange can talic place with t h e  greatest benetit t o  
t h e  mass, and t h e  least injury t o  indiviiluals. T h e  people 
:ire so much enliglitenctl iis t o  he cap:~ble of 1)rocecding t o  
remedy their  disorciers c a l ~ n l y  an(1 dispassion:~tcly; and, as 
pet, t l ~ e y  :we not so n~addcncd I)y long st~ffering and 1lopc- 
Icssness of relief, as  to  rush blindly npon the  ~ lnfor tuna te  
alltllOl'~ of tllcir \17rongs, n l ~ d  1111rl tlowl~ :111 in indiscri~ni- 
Date (lcstruction. A t  :to cllrlicr period n.13 Irere unripe for 
a g rea t  social c l~angc  ; and, if \re pernlit  existing evils t o  
go  on unrctlrcssed, an i~l t inlate  niovetnent ~v i l l  be not t h e  
less certain, wllilc, instend of being condi~cted in peace ant1 

i t  will be fearfully convuls~ve, and will bury alike, 
in  one common grave, t11e gooil ancl the  bad-the patriot 
and t h e  ilespot. 

O n  t h e  broad principle of c q i ~ a l  r igh ts  \vill Labour now 
talie i t s  stanil,-not Labour in  t h e  Uniteil Icingdom only, 
b u t  in France, and t h e  Uniteil States, anti t h e  world at 
large. T h i s  principle will apply eclually t o  men of al l  
conntries, all colours, and all creeds. IVe mill survey u n d i s  
guiscd ant1 uncovered, tha t  Great  E n e m y  \ v l ~ i c l ~  has 
devoured t h e  people of all nations, in  all t imes; and we . . .  . 

shall find ou t  ihc-manner, and t h e  only marlrrcr. in  which 
t h e  po\ver of this enemy may be subdueil and annihilated. 
L e t  Labour, then, conic to  t h e  battle fearlessly. 
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they  complain of tyranny, and dare to resist, they  a re  
slaughtered like wilt1 beasts ! T h e  very marrow of their 
bones, and the  life-blood of their children, is tlrunk u p  
with excessive toil! 

Hocv comes i t  to pass, t h a t  those who are t11e very life 
and  soul of this  great  nation, a re  thus  trampler1 upon, and 
despised, and tlcfietl? Tlrey ]lave heads t o  think, and  
hearts  to  feel, and hands t o  execute-they form, conjointly, 
a m i g h t v  mass-their capability of doing either good or  evil 
is  bounded only by their  will. Vl'ith such g igar~ t ic  powers, 
how is  i t  t h a t  they are thus  weak? Tlle reasons are  tlrese: 
they  are  weak because they  a re  disr~uited-they a re  dis- 
~ i n i t c d  because there is a diversity of opinion as  to tvlrat 
is  the  enemy w l ~ i c l ~  tlecvoeirs t l rc~~~- t l l ey  itre ignorant 
of a remedy for their  errrongs because they have not them- 
selves sought for one. 'l'hcy have ever looked for relief 
where it  coi~ld not possibly be found. They  have s o u g l ~ t  
for council and assistance frotn classes and castes who had 
a direct though mistalten it~ter+cst iu misleatling, (dividing, 
and oppressing them. They  have idly cliimetl in  with t h e  
opinion of this  o r  t h a t  non-prodr~cer, o r  tllc opposite opi- 
nion of this or t h a t  member of parliament, or t h e  sgain 
diff'ering opinion promulgated in this or t h a t  nerrsparjer; 
and they have thus  Leen led t o  l ~ o p c  for benefit from nrea- 
sures  which, as they  have no connection wit11 t h e  cause of 
the i r  \rrrongs, a re  necessarily po~r~erless and  n~orthless. 
TIley mus t  be no longer t h u s  led like children ; but pro- 
cectl a t  o n x ,  wit11 cool heads and deterlninetl hearts, to  
obtain t h a t  political and social salvation urhich can be 
theirs  only tlrrough their own esertions. 

W h a t ,  then, is  tlre secret enemy urlriclr c le~ours  US? 
It star~tls before u s  as a mighty tree, tvhose wide-spread roots, 
tlccp seated in the  soil of Laborrr, drarv u p  the  tlecv of life 
and Iiealt.11, and Icave the parent  and the  creator ponrerless 
and irnpoverislretl. W e  woultl remove this enemy; and  
what  a re  t h e  means recommended and adopted for t h e  
llurpose ? A r e  we e n d e a v o ~ ~ r i n g  to destroy i ts  barrenising 
~nflnence for ever, by tearing it  up  ? No; some advisers 
c r y  ~ t i t - ( ~ C u t  off this root1'-others, Cut off that"; 
sowe tell us  t o  tear  away a branch wltich is high up, a n d  
others, again, point to  another branch lorrrer down. T h e  
productive class thus  become lost amidst t h e  conflicting 
opinions they daily meet ~ r ~ i t h ,  and a re  ever seeking, never 

finding. T h e  narrow vievis and baneful prejudices d l i c h  
;r contractect system of education has c o ~ p e l l e l l  u s  t o  
adol~t ,  ]lave almost rcndcreil us  incapable of seeing O r  corn- 
prehending Labour's enemy as a mliole, although each of 
u s  feels t h e  blighting influence or  sees t h e  deformity of 
some particular par t ;  for our enemy, like t h e  triple 
of t h e  Hindoo, shews u s  a different face from every side on 
which we view it .  T h e  only way t o  arrive a t  t r u t h  is t o  
g o  a t  once t o  F i r s t  Principles. Instead, then, of confining 
our inqlfiries t o  t h e  benefits and t h e  evils resnlting from 
particular forms of government, 3nd regarding nlonarcl~ies 
and aristocracies alone as t h e  Grea t  Enemy,  anti the  prime 
originators of wrong,-let u s  take a wider range, and go  
a t  once to  t h e  source from whence governments tltcmselres 
have arisen; and we shall soon discover t h a t  a11 of them are  
b u t  as boiigl~s of t h e  great  t ree  of human evil-that they  
a re  only as  t h e  cIa\vs with mlticl~ t h e  Great  Enelny seizes 
upon Laborlr's s~ibstance-and that ,  although \re may dis- 
tinguislt tlrcln by  t h e  names of monarchies and republics, 
ye t  t h e  at t r ibutes  of each are  t h e  same, t h e  ends of each 
are  t h e  same, tlre wrongs inflicted upon t h e  working classes 
by each a rc  t h e  same. B y  tllus going t o  t h e  origin of t h e  
thing, me shall find t h a t  cvery form of govern~nent ,  ant1 
every social and governmental wrong, owes i t s  rise to  t h e  
existing social system-to ilte institution of properfay as it 
at present  exists-and that,  therefore, if we \vould end 
Our nrrongs and our  miseries a t  once and for ever, THE 

PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS O F  SOCIETY NUST BE TOTALLY 
SUBVERTED, and supplanted by  those more in  accorclance 
with t h e  principles of justice and t h e  rationality of man. 

" Equal  r igh ts  and equal laws," has long been t h e  war- 
c ry  of t h e  lrorlting classes of Grea t  Bri ta in;  and they  
have all  Iioped and cspecteil t o  obtain this  one th ing  need- 
ful by mere gover t~n~enta l  cltanges. W h a t  is  meant  by 
Eq11al Righ ts  and Equa l  Lams ? T h e  words themselves 
1)l;iinly express their  own meaning; ancl ye t  there is 
scarcely a sentence t o  be found which has been interpreted 
SO many different mays, and made t o  signify such a variety 
of meanings. Some men, when they speak of equal rights, 
mean thereby simply t h a t  there s l~ould  be universal suf- 
frage, vote by  ballot, and free acllnission t o  Parl iament;  
while ot l~ers ,  again, advancing rather  nearer t o  first prin- 
ciples, call for t h e  complete subversion of t h e  monarchy, 



a n d  t h e  establishment of a republic. By some of these 
professed advocates of justice, t h e  political institutions of 
t h e  United S ta tes  arc  lleld u p  t o  u s  as  models of perfec- 
tion; and me a r e  told t h a t  i t  i s  only under  such a form of 
government t h a t  t rue  liberty and equality of r ights  can be  
enjoyed. B u t  a n  csamination of tlic subject will convince 
us, t h a t  if t h e  worlting classes of t h e  Uni ted  Kingdom 
should obtain a n y  or  all of the  political changes j u s t  men- 
tioned, they  mould remain in almost tile same condition of 
poverty and ignorance and misery as  tltcy are  a t  present. 
Indeed, all history proves, by  t l ~ c  unfailing test  of expc- 
riencc, t h a t  such would be tile c;ise. L e t  us  t u r n  to t h e  
records of former ages-let us looli a t  e i ther  ancient or 
motlcrn rcpul)lics-at all nations, in all times-anrl i ~ l q ~ i i r c  
if, under  any  of their  varied forms of government and 
systems of religion, equal r ights  and cciu;~l 1:itr.s were ever 
enjoyerl ! They  never were, for such equality i s  u t te r ly  
incompatible with inequality of possessions :mtl t h e  grada- 
tion of classes-and this s ta te  of society ltas al~rrnys prc- 
vailed. Equal i ty  and inequality cannot, from their  nature, 
be reconciled. 

T h e  possession of political power by  a people, although 
in accordance with the  principle of t h a t  equality which 
all  good men wish to  see establishetl and enjoyed, 
does not  of itself constitute t h e  equality of r igh ts ;  for 
although no equality of r igh ts  can be enjoyed b y  a nation 
without  t h e  accompaniment of universal suffrage, ye t  
universal suffrage is ncitlrer necessarily accoln1)aniecI with, 
nor  productive of, equal rights. Equa l  politicill power and 
equal r ights  are  by no means synonymous terms. There  
is  between them all t h e  ditl'erence t h a t  can exist between 
zi th ing  and t h e  ~irord 1)y whic l~  i t  is reprcsentetl. 

I n  considering governmental institutions, we mus t  al- 
ways judge of their  utility by t h e  effccts wf1ic11 arc  seen 
in connectioll with them, as \r-e judge of their  justness by 
t h e  principles on which they are  established. I f  t h e  insti- 
tut ions founded on t h e  acl<nowledgment of human equa- 
l i ty  be productive of bad effects, and inflict wrong or suf- 
fer ing on any  p a r t  of t h e  community, i t  is certain ei ther  
t h a t  t h e  principle of equality is  a bad one, or else t h a t  i t  i s  
not  allowed pair play. T h e  political institutions of t h e  
Uni ted  States  a re  based on t b e  broad principle of equality 
of r igh ts  ; u~hic11 principle, as  it is  i n  nccortlance with tho 

natllre of things, mus t  necessarily be good. But i t  does 
not  follolv t h a t  a principle is  acted upon, simply because 
t h e  justice of i t  is aclcno~~ledged.  T h e  equality of r ights  
which is  thouyht  t o  be enjoyed by t h e  people of t h e  Uni ted  
States, is  so enjoyed only in  imagination. T h e r e  is  t h e  
same inequality of riglits amongst them as amongst us; for 
they, like ourselves, a re  divitled into rich and poor-into 
capitalists and prodricers-a11d t h e  last  a re  there, as  t h e y  
a rc  liere, a t  t h e  mercy of t h e  first. T h e  class t o  which 
tlie intlisprnsal)le belong-the ~ o r l t i n g  class-is in  t h e  
s;tme contlition t l ~ r o r ~ g l ~ o r ~ t  t h e  whole world ; for society 
i s  upon t h e  snlrle principle in  all countries; ant1 i t  is solely 
from tllc ~ , r c s c n t  soci;ll spstc~n-from t h e  division of soci- 
e ty  into cn~l,loycrs ant1 cn~~~lo:;cd-il~to idlers ant1 n~orkers  
-tl~;tt tllc \rrl.ongs of the  \vorkiug classes take tlieir rise. 
T h e  Anlcrican orking Illen, 1il;c t h e  English worliing 
~ n c n ,  f o r n ~  a f o ~ ~ i ~ d i ~ t i o n  for tlie n.11ole social pile t o  rest upon: 
they  a re  each crusllcd into t h e  ear th by tlie accumulatec\ 
\veigllt of a n  :~ristocracy ant1 a t rading class-by livers 
on pluniler and livers on profit-and as  no mere c l ~ a n g e  of 
govcrnrrient prevents tltc division of society into tlrese 
;various classcs, nor alters t h e  relation in  which they  
s tand wit11 regard t o  each other, all such changes lriust 
~ ~ e c c s s a r i l y  fail to  correct tlte evils and \rlrongs \ifit11 th i s  
division and rc1:ttion n:tturally call into existence. T h e  
vultrrrc money-monger is  t l ~ e  same, ~ ~ ~ l l e t l i e r  h e  be called a 
nlonarcl~ist or n republica~l-tlie gorge of t h e  one is  j u s t  
as  wide ant1 as  tlecp :IS t h a t  of t h e  other. 

T h e  citizens of t h e  U ~ ~ i t c i l  States, i t  is true, are  e r -  
empted, by tllcir ~.cpilblican form of government, from some 
of t h e  gricvorls b ~ ~ r t i ~ c n s  ilnd restrictions whicll t h e  monar- 
c l~ical  form imposes ~ i p o l ~  tlie peol)lc of tile United King-  
(?om; b u t  tllc.sc5 arc  merely trillcs in  comparison wit11 t h a t  
vast soci:tl burthen \vhicli t h e  working class llas sustained 
in all countries for so many nges,-and even these advan- 
tages, trivial as  they are, will not  always b e  enjoyed by 
t h e  Americans. T f ~ e i r  presct,t exemption arises from t h e  
peculiar circ~lmstanccs hy w l ~ i c l ~  they  are  surrounded, i n  
respect t o  place and t o  time, and has bu t  lit t le connection 
with t h e  form of their  government. T h e  nascent germ of 
monarchy exists in  the  very constitotion of American soci- 
ety-its blaclc and bloody stem is  already sliooting upwards 
from t h e  social soil-a1111 i t  Insp confidently be predictc~l,  



from t h e  common course of events, t h a t  t h e  U ~ l i t e d  Statcs 
republic will merge into n monarchy or a11 olignrcl~y before 
t h e  end of t h e  present century, unlcss t h e  lnovenlent be 
stopped by  8 change in the  ccnstitution of society. Such 
has invariably been t h e  ultimate fate of :ill republics, i n  
aucient and lnotlern times; and  s u c t ~  ever mus t  be the i r  
fate ~\rhiJc one man is  rich and another is  poor-wl~ile one 
lnan ~ o r l i s  and another docs nothing. 

Tyranny  is t h e  same th ing  t l t rougl~out  t h c  tvlrole world; 
and i t  all arises from t h e  same source-the division of 
society into classes and  castes. T h i s  ;11l-perv:tding curse 
b l ig l~ t s  alilie the  11ap1)iness of t h e  civiliscd antl t h e  savagc 
man;  for in all countries there a rc  what  arc  c:~llcil supe- 
riors ant1 inferiors-the first crcatctl to  ortlcr, antl t h e  last t o  
obey. A t  one t ime th i s  principle of inequality of r i g l ~ t s r c a r s  
i t s  brazen front in  t h e  form of govcri~mcnt;~l  oppression by  
" r i g h t  divi'nc," and taltes, openly, t h e  lives and t h e  for- 
tunes of t h e  govcrnccl: a t  another t ime i t  exists covertly, 
a s  i t  now does in t h e  Uni ted  States  of America, a l ~ d  iri 
Grea t  I3ritain, and  France, w l ~ e r e  i t  enables one or two 
classes of t h e  community to  suck into their  own substance, 
unobserveii, uncc;tsingly,and unmercifully,the wealth ~ v l ~ i c h  
has been created by t h e  toils and privations of the  work- 
i n g  class. 

T h i s  is  t h e  great  wrong for n ~ h i c h  a remedy is wantecl; 
and  i t  will shortly be seen t h a t  universal suffrage, or even 
t h e  overthrow of t h e  monarchy and t h e  establ is l~ment  of 
a republicJ will not  be this  remedy. There  is  a stubborn- 
ness in factsu.hic11 tlreorymill invain strive t o  overcome; and 
however much may be admired t h e  justice and excellence 
of t h e  principles of equality on ~ v h i c h  the  g r e a t  republic 
of t h e  west is  founded, ye t  t h c  experience of every clay 
incontestihly proves, t h a t  these principles a re  totally un- 
heeded by t h e  Americans. T h e r e  a r c  no greater  tyrants  
i n  existence than t h e  moneyed rcpublici~ns of t h e  Uni ted  
States. Liberty, a n d  equality of rights,  are  \vords \vhicli 
t h e y  do not ye t  know t h e  meaning of; for, apar t  from t h e  
tyranny which t h e  present constitution of society enables 
one white man to csercise over anothcr, these republicans 
-in tot i~l  tlisregard of their  Declaration of Indcpentlcncc, 
rvhicll says t11:lt ('men a rc  borti, ant1 o l ~ g h t  :il~vays to  conti- 
~ ~ u c ,  .free ant1 equal in respect of their  rights"-these 
republicans, disi*egnrding even t h e  appearance of conform, 

ing to  tile spirit of their  constitution, 1 1 0 ~  Ilol(1 in ulrdis- 
guise(l and abject slnvcry upwards of t 1 ~ 0  lllillions of their  
colouretl fellow-men, who are bought and sold, or flog& 

slai~l ,  l ike cattle. Tllis glaring contradiction bet!reen 
principle and practice is b u t  a natural result of irlcqunlity 
of \realth ; and such tyranny ancl slavery mill invariably 
bc found to exist, e i ther  openly or disguiscdly-11pon black 
men or lipoll n.llite men-in every nation, whatever i t s  
form of government may be, wlicre inequality of possessions 
and t h e  division of society illto employers and employed 
has existence. 

I f  the  free it~stitlitiorls of the  A n ~ c r i c ; ~ n s  were acted u p  
to, no sl;ivcry, w l ~ c t h e r  of blacl; men or of white, coulcl 
exist in t h a t  ro~tn t ry .  B u t  the  spir i t  of equ;rlity, on 
~ v l ~ i c l l  t l ~ c s e  institutions ilre foundctl, is unfclt : u ~ d  1111- 
Itno~vn 1)y t h e  l~coplc,--and w l ~ y  is i t  so?  Because there 
are  two classcs-a class to  lahour, and a class t o  coutroi 
labour-the first poor, and thc  last rich. T h e  outrage 
upon priuci1)le-the glaring injr:stice-therc observable, is  
produced by the  relative situsti011 of t h e  parties; and th i s  
difference of sitnation origini~tes from, and is maintainecl by, 
t h e  present arrangemetlts of society,--nliicl~, independent 
of a l l  ineclu;ility of mental or physical powers in men, ine- 
vitably proiluce inequality of conditioi~, antl divide societ!. 
into those tr.110 laborrr antl those who se t  labour in motion, 
and thus  give tlrc last domimion over t h e  first. T h e  same 
iniquitous systenl prevails not only in t h e  United Kingdom, 
b u t  in France, and the  European republics, and t l t rougl~out  
t h e  trhole trorltl; and t h a t  tyranny it11r1 slavcrp sllould exist 
so palpably under  t h e  free institutions of t h e  Uni ted  
States, only tends to  enforce still s t ro r~ger  upon 11s this  
indisputable and ovcro~helming truth,-that neither these 
free institutions, nor any other  political institutions having 
for t l ~ e i r  ol)ject t h e  besto~r~ment  of equal r ights  upon a 
people, can be acted u p  to, or their  advantages be univer- 
sally enjoyed, under  our  present social arrangements. Slavery 
in  nature, if not  in name, has  ever been, is  now, and  ever 
mill be, t h e  portion of t h e  working classes, in every coun- 
t r y  where inequality of property exists in  connection wit11 
t11c gradation of classes. 

L c t  the  people of the Unitcd I<ingc1o111,tlten,pailse irt their  
efforts t o  catch t l ~ c  1)ubblcs m l ~ i c l ~  h;ire I ~ i t h e r t o  cllarlned 
t l ~ e ~ ~ i  ; for shoriltl they acquire all t h a t  they a rc  now strug-  
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gl ing  for, inrespect t o  t h e  at ta inment  of w l ~ a t a r e  calledtheir 
political rights, they will only grasp a sllndom-they mill 
b u t  obtain the  lelter, not enjoy t h e  spirit, of t h a t  g r e a t  
law of equality of r ights  w h i c l ~  has been institllted by t h e  
Creator. T l ~ e y  have before them, as an example of fi~ilure, 
one of t h e  most enlightened and powerful reprlblics of 
ancient or moiiern times-a nation ~vhosc form of govern- 
ment  is all t h a t  politicians wish for, antl far more t l ~ a n  t h e  
oppressed people of Britain hope t o  obtain-and yet  this  
g r e a t  nation, in  coltl-blootled cruelty, and disregard of 
human rights, sinlcs bclo~v Englantl herself, king-ridtiell 
and priest-ridden :IS she 11:ts bccn for centuries! 

As, then, sufficient proof is nffortled 115, by times past 
antl times present, t h a t  no form of government can insure 
t o  a people t h e  cnjopmcnt of equal rigl~ts-that no form 
of government, ~v l le ther  repllblican or  monarchical, can 
p r o t e ~ t  the  l)roductive classes from t h e  exactions anti t h e  
tyranny of t l ~ c  useless classes, nor gr~ar:ultee to  the  former 
t h e  enjoyment of t l ~ e  frui ts  of their  industry-what plan 
m u s t  be adopted t o  overthrow and destroy t h e  secret 
enemy which devours u s  ? 

It requires no arguments  to  prove t h a t  man was 
intendeii, by his Creator, to  live in a s tate  of society, or 
communion with Elis Itintl ; and if society, in i ts  present 
state, inflicts upon any  of i ts  menibers as m;111y wrongs as  
i t  confers benefits, i t  cannot from hence be inferrcd t h a t  
t h e  principle of coln~nunion is necessarily attended I)y 1 

these wrongs and sufferings : i t  is far more rational, antl 
more in accordance with t h e  perfect adaptation of o t l ~ c r  
means t o  other  ends, t o  conclude t h a t  v e  d o  not ac t  pro- 
perly upon this  principle of communion ; for man is  mucli 
more liltely t o  e r r  in  following, than N a t u r e  in directing. 

g q u a l i t y  of r igh ts  is t h e  very soul of society; bu t  
equality of rights cannot exist unallied with equality of 
duties. T h i s  is  the sum and substance of equality. Thus, 
if three men be placed upon a desart  island, and they each 
give an equal portion of labour for t h e  common good, 
and  receive an equal reward, t h e  con~munion is  equal!y 
beneficial t o  all t h e  three. B u t  if one of t h e  party, by  
force or fraud, obtain double sllowance of procioce for only 

~vorl;, the  union cannot longer be eqtlal{y beneficial 
t o  all tlte three. If, again, t h e  same man compel I ~ i s  fel- 
lows t o  give h im double allowance of produce for no lnbozrr 

Ivhntever, every shnrlow of equality and justice vanislles a t  
once ; and no Inw nor regulation can restore equi- 
librium of r ight ,  unless t t  cornpel tliis receiver of 
unearne(l sllarc to  give liis ] ;hour  for S U C ~  share ; for t h e  
very essence of t h e  inequality and t h e  \vrong consists in 
tile illeqnality of t h e  duties rendered and tlle rewards 
received by t11e scveral partics. There  is no esponent  of 
equal rigllts b u t  t h a t  which also stands for equal duties ; 
and if duties be unequal, or equal duties be unequally 
rewarrled, tlic very of justice is  a t  once irlv,zded, 
and of r ights  destroyed. 

In all c i~ i l i sed  countries, as  they arc called, society is  
t h u s  dividecl into id1e1.s nnd protl~~rcrs-into those \v l~o  
& h i n  tlouble nllo\r~al~ce for tloing notl~itig, ;inti tllose who 

only half-allo\vnnce for cloing double \rorli; and SO 

long as tliis difYerencc of position ilnc\ inerlli;~lity of con- 
dition is s u f f c r ~ d  t o  exist, ineqr in l i t~  of r ights  and laws 
and enjoyments will :tlso exist. I t  lnnttcrs not how 
society cnmc t o  be in its present state. It is sufficient 
t h a t  i t  i s  found thus, ant1 t11at i t  may be altered and 
amended. W l ~ y  should: some nien receive double allow- 
ance for doing only single nrork. or quadruple allolvance 
for rendering no service ~ r h a t e v e r  ? All t h e  excessive 
toil, and poverty, and misery of the  worlting classes of all 
countries arise solely from this most unjnst  and iniquitous 
manner  of apportioning t h e  1;tborir and t h e  reward ; and 
never, un t i l  \ve alter t h e  social arrangements which pro- 
duce and perpetuate th i s  injustice, can !re obtain relief. 
W h a t  arguments  a re  needed to prove to common sense, 
tha t ,  if ten inen hxve to maintain twenty, t h e  ten mus t  
morlc hnrdcr or longer than if tlrcy liad only themselves t o  
lreep? W h a t  lcinti of eqrlalily qf rights can there pos- 
sibly be bet\vecn t h e  keepers ant1 t h e  k e p t ?  There  is 
nei ther  equality of service rendered nor received ; for tlle 
one par ty  gives all, and t l ~ e  other  party takes all-and 
herein lies the  essence and spirit  of all inequality. 

It does not follow, merely because society is now 
divided into productive and unprocli~ctive classes, t h a t  t h e  
division is  e i ther  natural  or inevitable, as  t h e  political 
economists have asserted. A very cursory examinatiori of 
t h e  causes w h i c l ~  render  men rich and poor, and maintain 
t h e  illequality of condition after i t  llas been created, will 
shew u s  t h a t  this  inecl~al i ty ,  $9 far from being depcnder~t  



on inequality of bodily and ~nental  powers in individuals, 
exists in defiance of any such inequality of powers, and is 
in no way connected with these powers-that i t  arises 
froni causes mhicli no individual can properly comnla~ld or 
control, whatever may be the superiority or inferiority of 
his ~neiltal and corporeal faculties. 

I t  may be consistent with the ignorance ant1 the false 
notions of things wliich the present social system fosters, 
to contend for the excellence ant1 the propriety of this 
system, antl to decry all improvement antl all cllange; but 
those from whom the thiclc veil of the present has beer1 
lifted up-who can survey the bright and the glorious 
prospect contained witl~in the fi~turc-such favoured ones, 
whercver they may be, will not regart1 the gross injr~otice 
and ilepravity which now cxist in thc world, as things 
intended fur perpetuity by an immaculate ant1 perfect 
Creator. 

If the advocates of the present system, with its blacli 
catalogrlc of crinlcs and vices-if tlie wealthy and tlic self- 
styled high and mighty of the earth-can conceive of no 
other system, and do not know more of the nature of man 
than that he may be enslavet1 and degratled, they lrnow but 
the  half, and the worst Ilalf, of his ca1)abilitics. Awful, to 
such, will be the blast of that  coming tempest, which the 
strongest must bend to, ant1 the highest fill1 down before ! 

CHAPTER 11. 

FIRST PRINCIPLES RELATING TO SOCIETY AXD 
QOVERNBIENT. 

AN acquaintmce with the first principles of things is 
tlie end of all knomledgc; and the proper applicatian of 
these principles is the end of all rvisdom. Of all principles, 
lione are of so much importance to man as those which 
inflrlcnce and regulate societv ; and nonc are so little 
inquired into, or so little understood. The false views of 
himself, his position, and his relation to t h i n e ,  which the 
present system of society and the  contracted education 
connected with it, compel man to entertain, render i t  
almost impossible for him either to become acquainted with 
his real nature, or to form any conception of the Iiigli 
destiny which may be his even upon the globe he now 
inllabits. 

Lik~ all other bodies, man is governed by certain prin- 
ciples, or influences, whic11 he obeys necessarily ; and these 
influences take their rise from the circumstances in which 
the individual is placed. The various institutions by which 
man is surrounded, trace ollt the  orbit in wl~ich his 
tl~oughts, and feelings, and actions are to move; and 
on he goes, for centuries, tlie same old beaten round of 
crime and folly. Social systems, like solar systems, con- 
tain within themselves but few disturbing forces; nnci i t  is 
the nature of the same institutional circumstances, whether 
good or bad, to give a general uniformity of character, in 
respect to actions and opinions, to all who are exposed to 
their influence. The  institutions act upon the  man, and 
the man, in turn, re-acts upon the institutions. Thus  the 
aristocracy of to-clay thinks and acts almost the same as 
aristocracies have always thought and ~ c t e d  ; and the 
morlting clasws of the present time cringe to their op 



pressors, and Iciss the hand that smites them, the same 
their order did three thousand years since. 

T h e  world a t  large have not chosen the present social 
system, and the particular mode of t l i i~~l i ing  and acting 
connected with it, because i t  was good, nor have they 
rejected another hecauso i t  was bad ; but men llare blindly 
taken both goor1 and bad, as they happened to tllrn up, 
without lcnorr7ing the one from tlle other. W e  of the pre- 
sent day, in like manner, tnlce principles and institutions, 
and act upon them, simply because they were so taken and 
acted upon by those who have gone before us. Altllough 
a gradual movement is evcr going forward, yet society, as 
a whole, has Iiitl~crto 11ad no more inl~crent  power within 
itself to changc a t  once t I ~ c  direction of its actions ant1 
opinions, ~ ! I I I I  have tile plat~ets of our sol;v systcm a power 
to  change their  courses. JVl~cnevcr a new direction is 
given to the opinions and pursuits of men, t11c motiorl is 
occasioned by tlie accurnulatior~ of disturbing forces, or bv 
the unlr~elcomc pou~lcc of some conletary spirit on whom 
no continuity of every-day circumstance has acted,-but 
whose course, directctl by peculiarity of position and sin- 
golarity of circun~stance, lies directly across or against that  
of the whole of which he forms a part. And when the 
current of human events is thus broken in upon, i t  takes 
necessarily, mhetller good or bad, the new direction which 
is  given ; and this course is maintained until again changed 
by new influences and new disturbances. 

There always have been, in all countries ant1 under all ' 
forms of government, indivitluals in mental advance of, 
and apparently in opposition to, the main body of a people. 
Tliey are the pioneers to the march of niind-the tilast to 
give battle to prejudice, and tlle first to fall before it-and, 
altllougli they make the road to knowledge, to  freeilom, 
and to happiness, practicable and easy, they do so only by 
paving i t  wit11 their own bones. The  vocation of these 
lnraders of the dark empire of ignorance and tyranny 
renders them the especial dread of despots, and all other 
upholtlers of ~isurped pnwer and unjustly-acquired wealth ; 
and they are therefore alrvays persecuted wit11 a horrible 
inalignancy which no other being but Inan can feel and 
exercise. 

When we talie into consideration the various circu~n- 
s t a ~ ~ c e s  nll~icl~ liave rctarclecl 11umai1 atlvancclr~e~~t, we can- 

not be rurp&ed tha t  the  disentl~ralment of man from man 
has not yet been acliieveh Under d e s p o t i s m ~ a n d  the 

of governments are little else t1i;in despotisms- 
tile knowledge of t ru th  and liberty progresses slosly ; for 
tile gibbet and the dungeon are of too elsy access to be 
neglected by the Forernors, especially where custom has 

the immolnt~on of a victim a matter of b ~ t  little 
moment. Should the ruling few think fit to  give a reason 
for their bloody acts, they fabricate some black and odious 
lie, calculated to mis l ed  the multitude, and \vorli upon 
tlleir r ~ l d  their prejll~lices ; and tlle unllappy i ~ n d  

' enSlavell are made to  gloat upon the suf~erix~gs and 
decry tile principles of him \rho ~voald linve made then1 
enligllteI~ed and 11?l,py : tliey arc t ; a ~ g l ~ t  to r e g ~ r d  11im as 
one of tile dea(l11est enemies OF the llnmall race, and, 
believing him to  be such, tlley e n d t  a t  his diS~01rfitllr~ 
and in his clo~vnfall. The  gorerllors cry " C r ~ ~ c i f g  
llim !" and the deluded gorernecl loudly echo " Crucify 
i n  Should the fearless cliampion of t r u t l ~  escape for 
a time with life, i t  makes but  little difference in favour of 
his cause. Everything is against him. T h e  great body 
of those who are oppressed, and who stand most in need of 
deliverance, are perhaps unable to  read ; and the oral 
comnlunication of political .knowledge, even in countries 
professing to enjoy tlie liberty of tilought and speech, i s  
almost as slow and unsafe a method as tha t  adopted by 
means of boolcs. Wherever the body is enslaved, the mind 
is still more tyrannized over ; for the  anathema of the 
priest is  ever a t  the call of the despot ; and the hereafter 
of the first is always more dreaded, by an ignorant people, 
than the present tyranny of the  1;st. The minds alike of 
the oppresse(1 and the oppressor are warped and confined 
from infancy to maahood; and thus, benighted and 
enslaved, does generatio11 follorv generation ; and those 
simple trntlis and principles wliicl~, under certain circum- 
stances, might have become universally known and acted 
upon dnring tlie passing of one generation, are, under 
other circumstances, almost unknown and unregarded a t  
the end of centuries. 

It is time that  man went to first ~rinciples-it is  time 
that  he broke through those conventioual cobtvebs which, 
spun by his own ignorance, atrd fastened ~lpoll him by his 
own hands, have for ages bound his body and his soul 



as firmly as if they h a d  been fetters of adamant, and had  
been imposed upon him I)y the  unalterable decree of a 
Creator. P a s t  and present events afford ample den~ortstra- 
tion t h a t  there is sonietliing inherently wrong i n  our  
social arrangements-something which inevitably tends t o  
generate misery and crime, and t o  exalt n~orthlessness a t  
t h e  expense of merit. W e  are acquainted with justice 
only by name. O u r  whole social fabric is one vast Babel 
of interests, in  wlrich t r u e  charity, and morality, anti bro- 
ther ly love, have no existence. T h e  hand of every man is 
more or  less raised against every o t l ~ e r  man-the interest 
of every class is opl)osed t o  t h e  interest of every other  
class-and all otlter interests arc  in opposition and hostility 
to  t h e  interest of the  working man. T l ~ i s  unnatural s ta te  
of things was originally irltluccd, ant1 is now n ~ i l i ~ ~ t a i n e d ,  
by man's ignorance"of, or inattention to, F i r s t  Pr i~rciples  ; 
and these principles, as promulgated in tlle great  boolc of 
Nature ,  may be thus  interpretecl :- 

1. All  men are alike, in regard t o  their  substance, their  
creation, and their  preservation ; therefore t h e  nature of 
all is t h e  same, and t h e  absolute wants of all a re  t11e 
sBme. 

2. T h e  materials requisite for t h e  preservation of life- 
food, clothing, and shelter-exist evcryn~ltere around us, 
b u t  t l ~ e y  a re  naturally valueless t o  nian, and cannot bc 
obtained by him, except through t h e  nledium of labour ; 
therefore, as  t h e  life of no fluman being can be maintained 
without  a due  provision of food, clothing, and shelter, and  
as these cannot be procured without labour, i t  follows t h a t  
every human being ought  t o  labour. 

3. A s  t h e  nature and wants of all men are  alike, tlte 
r igh ts  of all mus t  be equal ; anil as  human existence is  
dependent on t h e  same contingencies, i t  follows, t h a t  t h e  
g r e a t  field for all exertion, and t h e  r a v  material of all 
wealth-the earth-is t h e  conlmon property of all i ts  
inhabitants. 

These silnple principles contain within tl~emaelves t h e  
essence of that  fundamental equality of r ights  wlrich men 
have for so many ages been endeavouring to .establish; 
and all  social and governmental institutions m u s t  be in  
accordance with their  dictates, if man would escape from 
all or a n v  of t h e  evils which 11e now suffers. Such princi- 
ples offe; t h e  only foundation on which human happiness 

can be permanently establislred ; and they naturally S U ~ -  

*st a lnotle of action, in  respect t o  social institutions, 
wliicl~ will enable tnan t o  enjoy a11 the  pleasures and escape 
from all t h e  ills which his nature can be cognisant of. It 
i s  not  rational t o  suppose t h a t  t h e  preser~t  inequalities i n  
society must  always exist, merely because they es i s t  for 
t h e  t ime being;  nor 's i t  in accordance with experience to  I infer that,  because a mode of action i s  invariable under  
certain influences and circumstances, i t  will coiltinue unal- 
terable under  all infjuences x11c1 circumstances. M a n  is 
man a t  t h e  pole as  well as  :it tlic equator, b u t  t h e  diet  and 
t h e  clothing of t h e  one will never be adoittetl by t h e  other;  
nor will t h e  selfish principle exer t  itself so vilely and so 
evilly, i n  a s tate  of society ~ r ~ l i c r e  t h e  rights and the  dnties 
of all are  equal, as  i t  does under  t h e  present social sys- 
tem, w1:ere there  is  no equality ei ther  i n  respect t o  r igh ts  
o r  to  duties, to  services or to  re\r7ards. 

T h a t  all men a re  precisely equal in  their  mental  a n d  
bodily powers, or t h a t  they all require t h e  same quant i ty  
of sustenance, no one will a t t empt  t o  asser t ;  for absolute 
equality prevails not between any  two created beings. B u t  
t h e  inequality of powers ivhicll a t  present esis ts  amongst 
men, has  been induced, in  a great  degree, by t h e  favoura- 
ble or unfavourable circumstar~ccs in ~vllich inrl~vidllals 
have been I)laced, in  respect to  position in  society and 
rneans of development ; and, i n  most cases, if t h e  circum- 
stances and influences l:ad been reversed, t h e  ineqrlality 
would also liave been reversed. 

T h e  proud and pampered aristocrat, who has  possessed 
every advantage wllicli c i rcun~stances could afford for t h e  
develop~nent  of his  t iuy  brains, possesses, perhaps, know- 
ledge and acquire~nents  n.ltich fall not  t o  t h e  son of 
labour; but, forgetful of horv much circumstances of posi- 
tion have (lone for him-forgetfill t h a t  i t  was the  toil and  
privation of t h e  \vorIiing man ~ r h i c l i  gave him leisure and  
means-he tells us, sneeringly and insultingly, t h a t  h e  is  
a wiser and a higher  being than t h e  man whose honest 
hands procure his  bread. B u t  this  assumption of superi- 
ority has allnost had i t s  day, and will soon be neither 
heeded nor conceder1 ; and t h e  unnatural barriers ~vliicfi 
ignorance and fraud have reared to separate nren into 
classes and castes, lilce cattle in  3 public market, will 
be broken t h r o u g l ~  and trodden under  foot. 



A s  nature has made t11e preservation of life dependent 
on the fulfilment of the same conditions, and has giverl to 
every humxn being the powers adequate to l1lnintain 
existence, strict equity requires not only tllat these powers 
should be tl111y exercised, but likewise that  the exertion 
should br: rewarded with success; and that  i t  is not 
SO renrarded, is not the fault of nature, but of man. Na- 
ture  never commits errors-never inflicts injustice; and 
when she made man the slave of circun~stances, and left 
him a t  the mercy of events, she gave him faculties ade- 
quate to control the one and direct the other. Tha t  
he  might do this more effectually, and have dominion over 
most things relating to his existence, man has been taught 
to insti t t~te society; wl~ic l~ ,  if i t  be wisely regnlated, \\,ill 
enable him to accomplisll, by :L proper union and direction 
of forces, that  whicli no isolatetl exertion of human power 
could ever achieve. This is the intention and end of 
society; iintl the first step to the attainment of the wished- 
for power is the establisllnlent of institutions which will 
destroy or neutralise the trifling inequalities that  nature 
has created, and a t  the same time remove all the uncer- 
tainty cnnnectecl .rrith the fiitnrc welfare of man, and 
insure hiin, until death, an abundance of all those things 
which make life desirable. Society, thus constituted and 
regulated, will draw the whole human family into one 
common bond of fello~vsl~ip and union ; for its very prin- 
ciples, by showing to a11 men their dependence on all, 
prove to theln that  man 11as no pre-eminence above his 
fello\v-man; as the wisest and the strongest are but  as 
brolcen reeds when placed beyond the pale of society, and 
shut  out from the communion ant1 co-operation of their kind. 

Thus, from a consideration of the nature of man and 
the  object of society, a principle may be deduced, ~vllich, 
altllough nolo nnactcd upon, and its justice unacltno\v- 
ledged, \vill nltimately unite the two jagged and far- 
separated er~ds of the social chain-forming i t  into a circle, 
and putting the last finish upon man and his institutions, 
namely :- 

4. As self-preservation is the end of all labour, and as a 
general natural equality of powers and wants prevails 
amongst men, i t  should follow, that  all those who perform 
equality of lalotlr ought likewise to receive equality of 
reward. 

However unpalatable may be these principles, they are 
not only in strict accordance nrith justice, but  they are the 
on]y capable of clestroying tlic manifold ills 
and miseries which a departure from them, in the present 
constitution of society, necessarily engenders. 

Some of those who feed upon the produce of the work- 
man's industry, and y+ld him no service in return, may 
boldly assert that  equklity of condition can never have 
existence; they may cntieavour to prove that  society is 
like a human body-that there must be a h e d ,  a belly, 
and members-some to govern and some to obey, some to 
produce that  others may consume. n u t  this simile will 
not support the cause i t  is brought to subserve; for 
all men are of one nature-they are similar powers, or 
quantities, or qualities-and, as such, tllere can be no 
diversity of attributes amongst them. W e  must liken 
men to each other, and bellies to each other, and limbs to 
each other: we cannot compare an arm to a belly or 
a head, for they are not similar powers, and t l ~ e  one can by 
no possibility perform the functions of the other, place 
them in whatever circumstances me map. B n t  what one 
man can (lo, another man may do,-whether i t  be to l-ule 
as king or obey as subject-they are similar powers-and 
therefore there never can be a natural or a just division of 
society into belly and members-into mere consumers and 
producers. All men are of one substance and one nature, 
they all have the  like attributes, and t l ~ e y  are all, there- 
fore, equal in respect of their rights. 

When we have arrived a t  the first principles of any 
thing, me can almost see, as i t  were, the end of our jour- 
ney, and have only to march forward upon ;I straight and 
open road. W e  no longer ~vantler about in a labyrinth of 
doubt and conjecture, perpetually suffering wrongs and 
devising and rejecting I-emeciies ; but we Itnow exactly 
where we are, and the course which me ought to pursue. 
Thus  we lcnow that  life is dependent upon food, and that  
f o d  is dependent upon labour. We see a t  once, that, 
from the very nature of things, these dependencies are 
absoIute; and that, therefore, if l a b o ~ ~ r  h evaded by any 
human being, i t  can be thus evaded by  individuals 
only on the condition of increased labozlr by the moss. 
It requires no arguments, when wc view for one moment 
the poor toiler awl the rich idler, to prove that the exemp- 



tion from labour which t h e  la t ter  enjoys, is attributable t o  
t h e  inequalit of possessions which exists between t h e  t w o  
part ies;  ant I i t  is equally apparent, t h a t  inequality of 
possessions mus t  have been or~ginal ly induced, as  i t  is now 
pnrt ly  maintained, by t h e  exclusive ossession, by certain P inclividuals and classes, of t h a t  ear t  r which rightly and 
equally b e l o ~ g s  alilie to  every created being. T h u s  t h e  
conviction is  naturally and imperatively forced upon us, 
t h a t  individual possession of t h e  soil has been one cause of 
inequality of wealth-that inequality of wealth necessarily 
gives rise t o  inequality of labour-and t h a t  inequality of 
wealth, and labour, aud enjoyments, constitute thc  wrong 
as a whole. This, as  well as  t h e  deprivation of political 
power connected with it, is t h e  s tate  of things t o  b e  
remedied ; and if t h e  wrong is to  be removed, i t  mus t  bc 
done by removing t h e  inequality of condition which 
creates and perpetuates it. Equa l i ty  of riglits can 
never exist in  connection with inequality of labour and 
inequality of wealth. T h e  mere fact t h a t  men have here- 
tofore always been governed by unequal laws-that these 
laws hare  been based on assumed inequality of rights- 
and t h a t  t h e  idea of inequality of r igh ts  has  been derived 
from inequality of possessions-ought t o  convince us  of t h e  
unimprovable nature of a social system allowing of t h e  
distinctions iu society which now ex is t ;  for so long as  me 
hear  of rich and poor-of superior and inferior-of master  
and man-there can be no equality of riglits, no justice, 
no cessation of discontent and crime. 

From the  nature and position of man, and  t h e  princi- 
ples which have relation to  his  existence, i t  cannot be 
deuied t h a t  t h e  llatural r igh ts  of all human beings a r e  
equal. These rights, therefore, can never be given u p  or 
taken away, for they a re  attributes-conditions of exist- 
ence-an(\- they  a r e  limited, in every man, only by t h e  
equal r igh ts  of every otfler man. Thus, i t  nlay be said 
t l ~ a t  every mar? has a riglit  t o  d o  what  h e  likes-provided 
the so doing intedkres  not with the EQUAL r igh ts  of hisfel- 
lo=-man. T h i s  definition, broad as  i t  may appear, is  i n  
reality extremely circumscribed, and will allow neither of 
licentiousness nor tyranny. I t  is an indisputable r i g h t  of 
man t o  live upon t h a t  ear th on which h e  has been placed 
by his Creator;  and this r i g h t  t o  existence m u s t  from i t s  
na ture  be accompanied, in  every man, by t h e  r igh t  af 

appropriating to himself t h e  various necessaries of life which 
he can, by his  labour, colnpeI t h e  ear th to  yield him. T h e  
exercise of these rights, in  a well-regnlateti society, can 
neither cause collision nor inflict in ju ry ;  for tlie act ing 
upon them by one man does not necessarily interfere wi th  
t h e  same action on t h e  part  of every other  man. H u m a n  
r ights  m w t  all, and + all times, be tested by this princi- 
ple of interference; atrd whenever ally man, o r  body of 
men, o r  government, commits an action or m:tkes a claim 
which interferes with t h e  equitl r igh ts  of others, a wrong 
is cornniitted upon all who a re  thus  interfered with. 

Men preceded us, anti others will continue to  come after 
us. Generations arrive within t h e  confines of existence 
before the i r  predecessors have departed;  awl, as the  lives 
of all are  held by t h e  same tenure, and are dependent upon 
tllc same contingencies, t h e  absolute riglits of all t o  life 
and sustenance must  llecessarily be equal. But ,  froni t h e  
l)eculiar position in which we a re  placed, I)y t h e  rising and 
t h e  passing generations being ;ilways ~i l iset l  u p  together, i t  
is impossible to  maintain this  natural equality of r igh t  to  
subsistence, unless t h e  earth be C O M ~ I O N  PROPERTY, and 
t h e  ear th cannot be common property, nor can i ts  bless- 
ings be ei ther  universally or equally enjoyed, under  any  
system which admits  individual appropriatiorl of t h e  soil. 

It is labour alone ~vhicli  bestows value ; for labour, as  i t  
hxs been t ru ly  said, is t h e  purchase money which is  paid 
for everything we eat, or drink, o r  wear. Every  man has 
an uniloubteci r i g h t  to  all t h a t  his houest labour can pro- 
cure him. W h e n  he thus  appropriates the  frui ts  of his 
labour, he cotn~nits  no injustice upon a n y  other  11umal1 
I ~ e i n g ;  for he interferes ~v i t l i  no other msn's r igh t  of doing 
the  same with t h e  produce of itis labour. B u t  if a n y  
individual appropriate t o  himself t h e  j e l d  on wlrich all 
labour is exercised-if he  a t t empt  to set  u p  a clninl to  a n y  
particular par t  of t h e  earth-he clearly does t h a t  which i s  
unjust, and  contrary to  tlie common equality of r ig l~ t s ,  

for he inferferes ivilh the equal  r ight  of every Iru?non being 
to appropriale  that same part icular  spot. Pr ior i ty  of pos- 
sessiou gives no title mllntever ; nor can any duration of 
enjoyment establish a right,  where a r igh t  did not origi- 
nally exist. F r o m  t h e  very nature of t h e  thing, and t h e  
position in which man stands wit11 regard t o  his fellows, 
he never did, and never can, individually, possess any 



exclusive r i g h t  t o  one single inch of land. Wherever  s~ ic l i  
an assumed r i g h t  is set  u p  and. acted upon, there will 
always exist injustice, and tyranny, and poverty, and 
inequality of rights, whether  t h e  ~ e o p l e  be ltnder t h e  
monarchical or t h e  republican form of g o v e r n m c ~ ~ t  ; for all  
t h e  wrongs and  t h e  woes which man has ever committed 
or  enilured, may be traced t o  t h e  assumption of a r i g h t  i n  
t h e  soil, b y  certain individuals and  classes, t o  t h e  exclu- 
sion of other  intlividuals and classes. Equal i ty  of r igh ts  
can never be enjoyed unt i l  all individual claims to landed 
property a re  subverted, and merged in those of t h e  nation 
a t  large. 

T h e  next  s tep which man has ever talten, after having 
clai~nctl property in Iarttl, has I~cen to claim properly in 
man ; ant1 wherever one man ~~osscsscs  land, ant1 :mother 
has  none, t h e  la t ter  mus t  always be t h e  slave of t h e  former. 
F r o m  th i s  prolific source of evil-exclusive possession of 
t h e  soil-have arisen semi-civilized tlcspotisms, and govcrn- 
mental polr e r  of every ilescription ; for an infringement 
upon one of t h e  r igh ts  of man soon leads t o  :L disregard of 
all  his other  rights.  B ~ i t  wre have seen, from t h e  very 
na ture  of things, tha t  no man can ever possess a r igh t  t o  
t h e  obedience of another, nor claim property in h im;  ar?d 
therefore, wherever such a pretension is set  up, i t  mus t  be 
denounced and resisted, for i t  is contrary t o  t h e  le t ter  and 
t h e  spir i t  of Nature's g rea t  charter  of eql~ality. T h e  
Creator of lnan only is  t h e  owner of man ; and t h e  , 
assumption of power and dominion by one man or one class 
over other  men and other  classes, simply because t h e  one 
claims land and t h e  other does f i t ,  is as  un jus t  as  t h e  
inequality of property is un jus t  upon which such claim t o  
exclusive authori ty  is  founded. 

Man, as  an individu:rl, is  both mertk and poor, and h e  
will always continue t h u s  while isolatecl and alone. B u t  
h e  enters society-an aggregate of weah threads produce 
a powerful rope-an aggregate of indivicluals compose a 
nation. I f  man be weak and poor when left t o  himself, h e  
m u s t  necessarily continue weak and poor, as  an individ~lal, 
i n  any  and every s tate  of society ; for society alters neither 
Elis physical constitution nor his attributes-he is  still  n o  
more than one thread of tlie rope. By what  principle, 
then, does any  individual claim power and authori ty  over 
h i s  fellows ? I f  wealtness and insignificance be inherent  
in one man, they will likewiw: be inherent i n  all men- 

they will difler in degree only, not  in  Lind. A th ing  is  

equal t o  itself, and a ~vliole is greater  than i t s  par t ;  ;in(l 
there is nothing in nature or in  l a n g ~ i a g e  t h a t  can give u s  
an idea of one e q ~ ~ a l  being superior t u  another eqltal, o r  
greater than a thousand or a million of itself. Therefore 
all such assumption of supefijority-such toad-b low affec- 
tation of supremacy-merith only derision and contempt. 
T h e r e  cannot, perhaps, es i s t  a s ta te  of society without  
a form of government and Ia\vs of some k i n d :  b u t  there 
never was, and there never can be, in any  person, a r ight  to  
govern ; nor m n  one indivirlual ever justly make laws for 
another, and call upon him for obedier~cc. Hr~tl lan r igh ts  
a re  eqltal ; :tnd human r ights  are  t h e  t r u e  founclation for 
l~rrman l a m s  and t h e  correct ciefiners of man's : lut l~ori ty  
over man. 

Laws, if I)roperly considered, a re  no more thari con- 
trivances t o  promote t h e  vvelhre of society ; anti therefore 
they should be so framed as t o  afford t h e  greatest secllrity 
t o  the  whole body politic, with t h e  least restraint upon t h e  
actions of individuals. Such being t h e  nature and intcn- 
tion of laws, i t  is evident t h a t  all those mus t  be both pre- 
judicial and  unjust,  which tend t o  circumscribe t h e  r igh ts  
of individuals, without a t  t h e  same time nffordiug addi- 
tional protection t o  t h e  cornmunit)-. W i t h  respect to t h e  
institution of laws, no min0rit.y ccan ever possess the RIGHT 

of imposing laws upon the ~n(Gority ; m ~ d  therefore, w11er- 
ever laws have been t h u s  imposed, a manifest tyranny has 
been committe(1 upon t h e  majority. N o r  can a majority 
ever possess t h e  r i g h t  of inlposing laws upon t h e  minority, 
except mc11 laws Itare for their  object t h e  eqaalprotection 
of social r ights ;  for the  protection of persons and  
property being t h e  chief end for rvbicl~ men inst i tute  
hws-and as every man .rvllo respects t h e  r igh ts  of otl~era, 
ought  also t o  have his own r igh ts  held sacred-it follows, 
t h a t  all laws instituted by  either majority or minority,.fw 
such equal  protection of rights,  a re  binding upon all. B u t  
if, from ignorance of t h e  na ture  of right,  or from a n y  
other  cause, t h e  majori ty  or niin0rit.y thiuk fit  t o  enact 
laws which interfere with the r i g h t s  of a l l  without  a t  t h e  
same t ime affording eqttal protection to all, they  clearly d o  
t h a t  which i s  unjust .  Of th i s  indefensible and  tyrannical 
character a re  t h e  I a \ ~ s  iiow exist ing in England  and other  
countries. wllich, ~ t n d c r  pain of fine o r  imprisonment, 
w n d e r  i t  con lp~lsory  on i l l  persons t o  perform certatu 



religious observances on a s tated day. I n  regard t o  Eng- 
land, these laws mere enacted by an insignificant minority 
of t h e  nation ; b u t  had they been passed with the  consent 
of the  majority, they would have been equally unjust  and  
tyrannical in principle, and  equally worthy of detestation 
and resistatlce; for they  trespass upon the  r igh t  of one 
p a r t  of the  nation t o  enjoy their  free will in  t h e  matter ,  
without  affording any  additional protection t o  t h e  other  
part. Those who enacted t h e  laws, not on1 protected 
the i r  own r igh t  t o  perform certain services-w i ich no one 
could dispute-but they, a t  t h e  same time, infringed on 
t h e  equa! r igh ts  of others to d i s p e n ~ e  milA llleir observnnce. 
T h e r e  is not one law in existence in Grea t  Britain. which 
is  not more or less cor~taminatetl  by th i s  tyrannical princi. 
ple of interference wit11 private and public rigltt, untler t h e  
guise of protecting such right.  

T h e  r igh ts  of man, from their  very nature, a re  inde- 
pendent of, and unconnected with, majorities and niino- 
rities ; for such can neither give them nor t ake  them away. 
F r o m  t h e  very principle of equality by which they a re  
regulated, i t  mus t  follow, t h a t  t h e  natural r ights  of a n y  
aggregation of individuals cannot outweigh t h e  r igh ts  of 
a single individual ; and a l thong)~  a n y  nation, or combina- 
tion of men, have a n  undoubted r i g h t  t o  inst i tute  any laws 
they please relating to tlsemselves, yet  such laws cannot 
jus t ly  operate upon any  non-consenting fa r ty ,  except t h e  
principle of equality of r igh ts  be invade by such party. 

A l l  t h e  forms of gorernrnent a t  present existing are  i n  
a greater  or less degree tyrannical and irresponsible. T h e  
wrongs which emanate from them operate upon t h e  people, 
generally, in  an indirect manner, through t h e  medium of 
laws;  and such laws a re  always necessarily imbued with 
t h e  spirit  of inequality which pervades tlie government 
from \r~hich they spring. M i g h t  and R i g h t  have long 
been, with rulers, synonylnous te rms;  and r i g h t  and wis- 
dom and virtue a re  supposed t o  be inherent in certain 
persons and classes of the  community, independent of 
other  persons and classes. B u t  all these ideas of  superior 
and  i n f e r i o r 4 f  master and man-may be traced t o  t h e  
neglect of F i r s t  Principles, and to t h e  consequent rise of 
inequality of posscssiorls ; and such itleas will never be 
eradicated, nor t h e  institutions forlnded upon then1 be 
subverted, so long  a s  this  inequality is maintained. M e n  
have hitherto blindly hoped t o  remedy the  present unna- 

tural  s ta te  of things, and to inst i tute  equality of r igh ts  
and laws, by removing one rich ty ran t  and set t ing up 
another-by destroying exislitig ineqzlnlity, and leaving 
untouched t h e  cause of the  inequality ; but  i t  npill shortly 
be seen, t h a t  i t  is not  i n  t h e  nature of any xnere govern, 
mental change t o  affo1-d permanent relief-that misgovern- 
ment  is  not a cause, b u t  a cons~quence-that i t  is not t h e  
creator, b u t  t h e  created-that it  is tlie offspritig of inequu- 
iity of ; and t h a t  inequality of possessions is 
inseparably connectetl wit11 our  present social system. 
From th i s  i t  will follow, tha t  t h e  present s ta te  of things 
cannot be remedied, unless we change a t  once our \vhole 
social systetn ; for, alter our  form of g o ~ ~ e r n n i e n t  :IS \re 
will, no such change can affect tlic syste~n-no such cl~:lngc 
can prevent inequality of possessions, and t h e  division of 
society into employers ant1 employed-ant1 therefore, as a 
necessary conseciuence, no such change can remove tlie 
evils \r.liicl~ th i s  system ant1 this  division of society en- 
gender. 

W e  do not  act, and never yet  have acted, upon those 
F i r s t  Principles which t h e  Creator has ins t i t i~ ted  for t h e  
guidauce and t h e  welfare nf m a n ;  nor do \re keep t h e  
broad principle of equality in  view, either in our  r igh ts  o r  
our d~l t ies ,  orir labours or our  re~varits. W i t h  us, almost 
everything is unequal, and unnatural,  and unjust.  A n d  
why a re  things t h u s  ? H o w  is i t  t h a t  some men receive 
only half allownncc for doing double work, \rhile others 
receive ilouble or qundruple allowance merely for looking 
on ? T h e r e  is  no principle in  numbers \vl~ich will make 
one man to be tifty, o r  a I~undred-there is no principle in  
production w l ~ i c l ~  will enable one unaided man, wit11 
powers only equal t o  those of any  other  man, t o  perform 
the  united l i~bour of one hundred-and there is no prin- 
ciple of reason or of justice which will allow one man t o  
al~lropriate  the  frui ts  of the  labour of one Ilundred. And 
yet  this  un jus t  appropriat io~l  has been practised and toler- 
atetl, in defiance or every principle of numbers and of 
justice, from t h e  creation of xriari to  t h e  present (la!.. 
Such is t h e  operation of t h e  present social system-on 
fraud and robbery Icgnlised stand all its power, and wealth, 
ancl glory-and until  th i s  system be overtliron.~~, and t h e  
i~nmutab le  principles of t ru th  est:~blislietl, let no man 
spcalc of peace, or look for justice, or hope for hap- 
pi ness ! 



CHAPTER 111. 

T H E  CONDITIONS REQUISITE FOR INDIVIDUAL AND 
NATIONAL PROSPERITY. 

W I F R ~  we, apart  from t h e  feelings and t h e  prejuclices 
.which conventional ant1 cdncational circumstances have 
irnpressetl upon us, t o  take a srlrvcy of t h e  whole Iluman 
family, we might  compare them t o  shipwrecketl men, 
t h r s ~ r n  upon at1 almost desert island. T h e r e  is sufficient 
room for all t o  l i re  and move, ant1 plenty of t h e  mere 
elements of everything necessary t o  support existence ; 
but  nothing can be done without  labour. It requires  
I:lbor~r to  ga ther  even the  wild fruits from t h e  trees, o r  t h e  
shell-fish from t h e  sea-shore. W i t h o u t  labour, we die. 

Srlrely, the  most rational mode of action for men so 
circumstanced woultl be, t o  un i te  together  in parties, work 
ant1 share :~lilte, and render  to  each o ther  mutua l  assistance 
and protection; for, by act ing thus, t h e  labour of each 
person would be infinitely liglr tened, and his security be 
much increasetl. T h e  s trong could defend t h e  weak, and 
t h e  wary advise t h e  s t rong : all might  be of service. 

B u t  men have heretofore done nothing of t h e  kind. 
T h e  motto of a l n ~ o s t  every member of t h e  human family 
has been, and still is-" E a c h  for I1in3self." We have 
pursuetl different traclts, and lrave moved on alone, 
although we have all been in search of t h e  same object. 
-an object, too, which could by no possibility be obtained 
by  one man except through t h e  instrumentality of h i s  
fellows. W e  haye been weal; when we might  have been 
strong-me have been naked and hungry  when we  m i g h t  
have been clothed and fed-we have t~ecn  bi t ter  and im- 
placable enemies w l ~ e n  nre might  h a r e  heen kind and  sted- 
fast friends. 

We have suffered and sinned t h u s  on account of o u r  
ignorance, and our  inattention t o  F i r s t  Principles. No 
common bond of sympathy ant1 fellour-feeling has ever 
drawn t h e  hearts  of men together, for there 11as been 
among t h e m  no common interest. W e  hilve always left 
both t h e  end and  t h e  means t o  chance-to uncontrolletl 
circumstance-which has  apportioned to each man h i s  
labours, and h i s  rewards, and his  punishments, almost in- 
dependent of e i ther  cal)ability, or exertion, or desert. 
One  man has  found a n  oyster and anothcr lias m c t  lvith a 
shell-one man lias been fiIled t o  repletion, and another 
11 as starved. 

T h i s  cl~ance-way of maintaining life, altliougl~ i t  may 
h agreeable to  tile n:rture of brutes, was never intendetl 
t o  be acted upon by  ration;~l beings. Notwithstanding 
t h a t  we have ever claimed superiority over all other ear thly 
beings-and have assumed such pre-erninence solely on 
account of our  renson-yet Iiitl~erto, in  respect t o  our  
social institutions, we 1l;lve nli~tle lit t le or no use of this  
great  distinctive attribute. hI:m has  a reasonable as well 
as  a n  instinctive nature-each given him as a means to  
at ta in a certain end-ant1 each being intended to accom- 
plish t h a t  which t h e  other  cannot effect. W l ~ e n  man 
Fovels anlong t h e  instincts, h e  has no pre-eminerlce above 
a beast-he becornes not man un t i l  he reasons, and obeys 
t h e  dictatrs  of t h a t  reason. 

T h e  present social system i s  based upon the  instinctive, 
and not t h e  re'wnable, nature of man. It gives develop- 
ment  and s trength only t o  our  brute  perceptions and  

I t  lcaves our  self-lore to  be guitled by our  
instinct instead of by our reason, in t h e  formation of insti- 
tutions ; and consequently, as  the  instinct of man is  less 
perfect than  t h a t  of any  other  animal, so is t h e  s tate  of 
society foundeci upon tltiit instinct more imperfect t l ~ a n  
t h e  commtlnity which nature has  t aught  t h e  very bees 
and  beavers t o  institute. M a n  has ever been in a n  unna- 
tu ra l  position ; and  therefore, of necessity, he  has always 
been unhappy or  discontented-always seeking for change. 
T h i s  restlessness-this eternal yearning after we know not 
what-is not a n  inherent  principle o r  faculty iu man, which 
mus t  operate in  all circumstar~ces and under  all influences; 
for, had this  universally prevalcnt ciiscontent been r ight ly 
reasoned upon, and analyscil, i t  \vould have been found t o  



proceed,-not from t h e  na ture  of man, and the  incompe- 
tency of ear thly things t o  make him happy-but from t h e  
l ~ n n a t u r a l  position in  which man has ever existed witIl 
respect t o  his fello~vs, and t h e  litt le use and  ill use which 
he tias made of his higher faculties. 

Unl~appiness  is riot felt  by  any  created being, so long as 
such being is  in  t h e  position. v l ~ i c h  nature intended i t  t o  
occupy ; and i t  is manifested equally by all, when removed 
from such position. T h e  Creator intended all creatures t o  
be happy, and therefore placed them in proper situations, 
o r  gave them at t r ibutes  : u ~ d  faculties calculated for the i r  
preservation and enjoyment. Experience teaches us, t h a t  
if we remove any  animal from i t s  proper position into one 
alien to  i t s  nature, i t  immediately exhibits all tha t  rest- 
lessness ant1 discontentmer~t which has so long been t h e  
characteristic of man. M a n  now exists in  an unnatural  
state-as an instinctive ra ther  than a ration:~l being-and 
he  is therefore necessarily restless and dissatisfied; a ~ d  so 
he  must renlain, until  11e alters his position. Shall we, 
then, by t h e  aid of those gigantic powers which we pos- 
sess, create around 11s circllmstances congenial to  our  
nature, and t h u s  become contentetl and joyful; or shall 
we stupidly continue t o  t a x  the  Grea t  Giver of life-that 
Almighty Power whose every law is  immutably just-with 
partiality or tyranny ? L e t  us  cease our  mautllin lamen- 
tations, ant1 our  outcries, t h a t  we only, in a universe of 
arlaptatiolr and perfectibility, a r e  lost and forsaken and 
niiserable beings. L e t  us, for once, make some use of our  
mucli-boasted but  much-neglected reason ; and take t h a t  
station-create those circumetances-fulfil t h a t  end-for 
w 11ich existence was bestorved upon us. 

T l ~ e  poverty ant1 misery of the  masses of all nations 
have for ages been notorious. I t  was easy t o  make t h e  
~ ~ ) ~ r c s s e d  believe, ere  Blind had toac l~ed  theni with i t s  
quickening spark, t h a t  their  condition in society, as  t h e  
slaves and the  inferiors of their  fello\v-men, was a rreces- 
sary conseqrlcncc of their  existence, and therefore unavoid- 
able and irremediable. But ,  as  t ime progressed, I~now- 
ledge spread ; and  the  soils of labour began not only 
t o  disbelieve t h e  story of their  inferiority, b u t  liliewise to  
a t t empt  t o  throrv off the  yoke of the  merciless enemy mhicll 
]lad so long held them in thraldom. T h e  frequent and 
vigorous efforts which have been made for this  purpose 

during t h e  1st half-century, have not been unheeded by  
the party ; and they have discovered t h e  necessity 
of supporting tlreir pretensions t o  soprenlacy and wealth 
by stronger p o o f  t h a n  mere assertion. T o  this  end 
have certain individuals examined t h e  ground-xvork and  
tendency of t h e  existing system ; and  their  labours have 
ended in t h e  erection of what  is called t h e  science of 
political Economy. T h e  founders of this  science have 
gone t o  first principles-they h a r e  reasoned from indispu- 
table facts-and they have proved, clearly and convinc- 
ingly, tliat, under  t h e  present system, there is  no hope for 
tile working man-that 11e is indeed t h e  bondman of t h e  
man of money-and t h a t  11e is k e p t  so by circ~lmstances 
which lleitlrcr his enemy nor himself can imn~cdiately 
control. 

But le t  not tlre unjust  man %nil t h e  extortioner, mhere- 
ever lie may be, exul t  in the  imxncnsity of his  wealth ant1 
the  unconquerableness of his pn\ver--let not a toil-worn 
ant1 a n  imPoverislled people, wherever they may be, th ink  
t h a t  their  doom is fixed, and t h a t  deliverance will never 
come. T h a t  mhicll is  t r u e  of particular under  
certain influences, is no t  necessarily t r u e  of t h e  same 
principles tlndcr all c i rcun~stances;  nor is t h a t  degrada- 
tion ant1 poverty, which is  the  portion of t h e  working man 
under  t h e  present social system, a necessary concomitant of 
his existence under any  and every social system. This  
shall be proved by  t h e  same principles and t h e  same mode 
of argument  by which the  political economists, from not  
going far enough, have proved t h e  contrary. B y  t h u s  
fighting them upon their  ourn ground, and with their  own 
weapons, we shall avoid t h a t  senseless clatter respecting 
" visionaries" and " theorists," \irith which they are  SO 

reailv to  assail 311 \rho dare move one s tep from t h a t  beaten 
trac6 which, " by auttiority," has been pronoullcetl to  be 
the  only r ight  one. Before t h e  conclusions a r r ~ v e d  a t  by 
such a course of proceeiling can be overtbron.n, t h e  
economists must unsay or disprcve those established t r u t h s  
anlf principles on \rrI~ich their own argunlents are  founded. 

" Society," i t  has  been affirmed by n political economist, 
" both iu i t s  rudest  form, and i n  i ts  most refined and com- 
plicated relations, is nothing b u t  a system of exchangfs. 
A n  exchange is a transaction in which 110th t h e  partles 
who make t h e  exchange are  benefited ;--and, consequently 



42 LABOUR'S WRONGS AND 

society is a state presenting an uninterrupted succession of 
advantages for. all its members." 

- 
i t  has been to make society what i t  is here represented 

to  be--"an uninterrupted succession of advantages far 
ALL its members"-that the efforts of the truly great 
and gmd in all ages have been directed. Society is not 
thus universally advantageous to all within its p.1 r t  e, nor 
has i t  ever yet been so. Ask the producers of wea:th-the 
despised, the  toil-worn, tlie oppressed working men, of 
any age or any nation,-if society was ever for them an 
" uninterrupted succession of advantages." Could their 
voices arise from the grave--could they tell us tlie sicken- 
ing tale of their wrongs and their miseries-how ~vi!d 
would be their wailings !-how terrible their imprew, 
tions! Bu t  even were liistory silent as to their fate, 
experience is a perpetual remembrancer to the  men of t h e  
present day;  and they cannot change their situation for a 
better one, nor wilI they ever have a proper hold upon 
society, until First  Principles are universally acted upon- 
untiI we attend to those conditions which the  political 
economists themselves have confessed to  be "necessary for 
the  production of Utility, or of what is essential to the  
support, comfort, and pleasure of human life ;"-and these 
conditions are :- 

" 1. That there shall Ae labour. 
" 2. That there shall be accumulations offormer labour, 

or capitol. 
"3 .  That there sAall be exchanges." 
These three conditions, be i t  remembered, are those laid 

down by the economists. There is no reservation made- 
no distinction of any particular persons or classes with 
respect to whom these conditions shall or shall not have 
reference. They are applied to society a t  large, and, 
from their nature, cannat exempt any individual or any 
class from their operation. W e  must, therefore, take tIie 
conditions as they are, and apply them, with their advan- 
tnges and their disadvantages, to all alike. 

I Iad  these conditions been fulfilled by men, as they 
ought to I~ave been, there would now be no occasion for 
forming associations to obtain political rights, or trades' 
unions to protect the employed from the n~erciless exac- 
tions of the employers. But these conditions have bee11 
neglected, or only partially observed, and the  present con- 

&tion of tlie working man and society a t  large is tlie con- 
sequence, Prom our habits and prejurlices, i t  is dificolt 
to discover truths or First  Principles, but  i t  is still more 
difficult to apply these principles properly, or even to con- 
ceive that they may be acted upon. First  Principles are 
always general in  their application-not partial. The  
l ~ ~ i - ~  TIIOU SEIALT LABOUR"--rests alike on all created 
beings. To  this great law, from the mirn~test animalcule 
in a drop of water, to the most stupendous whale which 
dives beneath the waves of ocean, t!~ere are naturally, and 
there shoulil be artificially, no exceptions. Man orlly can 
escape this law ; and, from its  nature, i t  can be evade 1 by 
one man only a t  the expense of another. The litw itself 
is never destroyecl or ;ibrogatctl-it liaturally and perpetu- 
ally presses eqr~ally upon all men-upon the  capitalist as 
well as the worlting man-arid if one mati or one class 
escape i ts  pressure, the slim total of its force  ill bear 
u p  some other nian or class. It is as :ibsol~lte conditiolr of 
existence " that  there shall be labour." 

T h e  word " Labour," with most men, has unpleasant 
ideas associated with it. To marly, i t  signifies raggedness, 
or ignorance, or degradation-aclli~rg bones, mental and 
bodily lassitude, a gn:i\rirrg dissatisfaction wit11 every thing 
arounci them, and ;t, h:tlf-\r-earincss of life. T o  destroy the 
inexplicable feelings ~vlrich excessive labour thus creates, 
the  over-wrought ~vorking Inan wants, and he must have, 
some mental or botlily restorative to supply this waste of 
vital energy. B u t  the present institutions of society offer 
h h  nothing of tlie kind, Tliere is nothing around biln to  
raise up  111s ~,rostmteci soul, and enlarge and purify the  
noble germ within him ; for everytiling he hears 2nd sees 
2nd feels, tends to enforce lipon him a sense of inferiority 
and abasement. No  wonder t11:tt his manlrood droops and 
\vitllcrs-thnt he seelis for the momentary relaxation 
:rfforcled by deb:~ucher~-tll;t,t he soon loses even the  desire 
to improve liis very few llours of leisure, and becomes con- 
t en t  to plod through life, not as a man, but as :In animal- 
eating, drinl<ing, working, to the end of his days. 
The aIlnigllty principle of nlincl, if ~tnuserl and unim- 
~moved, sickens, and degenerates, and dies. 

Labour, like everything else, is good when used legiti- 
mately, bnt becomes prejudicial when abused. I t  has 
hitherto been regnrded as a curse-and i t  has to marly 



been a n  actual curse--only because men have not used it 
rightly. T h e  g r e a t  mass of mankind has laboured t o  
excess ; and, like every other  excess, labour has excited 
litt le else than  aversion and loathing. 

Labour ought  t o  raise none of these unpleasant ern& 
tions ; nor would i t  d o  so if taken in moderation. I f  we 
understood things rightly, we should consider labour a 
blessing rather  than a curse, for i t  is t h e  one grea t  pre- 
strvative of intellectual and corporeal health. But ,  with 
strange inattention to t h e  nature and uses of things, t h e  
world a t  large stamps labonr, which is t h e  parent  of every 
enjoyment, a s  not only unpleasant, b u t  derogatory. T n e  
worlcing man mus t  not s i t  with t h e  idler o r  t h e  capitalist, 
nor mus t  he ea t  with them, or associate with them. T h e  
pot-house and t h e  hovel a re  allotted t o  t h e  one-the ball- 
room and t h e  palace are  usurped by t h e  other. T o  have 
ever honestly earned a shilling, is, under  t h e  present 
system, and by tliose who have perched themselves upon 
t h e  pinnacles of t h a t  system, considered almost as  a moral 
s ta in upon a man, which can be wiped away only by  
successive generations of icllers. Those a re  now t h e  most 
regarded who can point back t o  t h e  longest l is t  of ances- 
tors who never did one useful thing, ant1 who have there- 
fore lived for ages upon t h e  industry of t h e  productive 
classes, by  what  can only be called tolerated robbery. B u t  
al l  labour mus t  come from some parties ; and t h e  advocate 
for justice and for equal r igh ts  cannot b u t  exclaim-"Letg 
those only c ry  out  against worlting who can live without  
eat ing and drinking, for none b u t  such were intended to be 
idle." 

Labour is neither more nor less than  labour ; and one 
kind of employment is not more honourable o r  dishonour- 
able than another, although all descriptions of labour may  
not  appear of equal value t o  society a t  large. Such  
inequality of value. however, is no argument  for inequality 
of  rewards ; and  when we have examined t h e  subject in all 
i t s  bearings and relations, we shall find t h a t  it ' i s  as  jus t  
and  reasonable t h a t  equal labour of all kinds should be 
equally remunerated, as i t  i s  j u s t  and reasonable t h a t  
labour should be universal. Man,  properly constituted, 
requires not t h e  low st imulant  of superior pecuniary reward 
t o  spur  him on t o  do his  d u t y  t o  his fellow-man. 

A l l  kinds of labour are  so mixed u p  together, and  so 

dependent on each other  tliat the  institution of inequality 
of rewards involves more actual peculliary injustice than 
a n  possibly have existence under  a systcnl which rewards 
a l l  men and all trades alilce, for a similar application of 
i a b u r  ; whilst t h e  moral and physical evils which experi.. 
ence has proved t o  be inseparable from t h e  present system 
of ineaualitY--the uncharitableness, t h e  insatiable greedi- 
ness, t h e  bloodshed, t h e  wrongs of every ltind mlllch t h e  
records of three thousand years are  filled with-can have 
litt le o r  no existence in connection wit11 equality of reward 
for equal labour. 

Not only a re  t h e  greatest advantages, bu t  s t r ic t  justice 
also, on the  side of a system of equality. It mus t  be con- 
fessed by al l  men, t h a t  the most important discovery or 
invention, unless labour be applied to  bring forth i ts  
results, is jus t  as useless to  its as  t h e  merest trifle. Thus, . 

al t l tougl~ i t  may be said t h a t  he \vho invents a steam- 
engine confers a greater  benefit upon society than t h e  man 
w l ~ o  makes it,-xnd t h a t  he  who makes i t  does a greater  
service tI1an h e  r h o  merely fills i t  with water and liindles 
t h e  fire under  it,-yet, i n  reality, the  labour of t h e  last 
m a n  is  jus t  as necessary, t o  produce t h e  effects tlesiretl, as  
t h e  l abo~l r  of t h e  first. Tl ie  drawing or model of t h c  
inventor is of no value until  seconded by the  labour of t h e  
engine-maker ; and t h e  perfected engine, un t i l  it be p u t  i n  
motion by  fire and  water, is  as  worthless as  t h e  mere 
model. T h e  results t o  be produced by t h e  instrunlentality 
of t h e  engine a re  t h u s  dependent, and equally dependent. 
upon the  labour of all t h e  parties concerned. Every  man 
is a link, and an indispcnsable link, in t h e  chain of effects 
-the beginning of wlricll is b u t  an idea, and the  end, per- 
haps, t h e  production of a piece of cloth. T~IIIS, although 
we may entertain difierent feeliligs towards t h e  several 
parties, i t  does not follow t h a t  one should be bet ter  paid 
for his  labour than  another. T h e  inventor will ever 
receive, in  addition t o  his jus t  pecuniary reward, t h a t  
which genius only can obtain from us-the t r ibute  of our 
admiration. 

Under  t h e  present social system, wit11 i t s  individualized 
and  opposing interests, and i t s  high ;\nil low employments, 
equal rernutieratio~l for equal labour would be both im- 
practicable and unjust.  Sonle professions and trades, t o  
obtain a mastery orc r  them, require quadruple t h e  t ime 
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and expense which are necessary to he devoted to others. 
Such time and expense are now borne by isoIated indi- 
viduals ; and therefore, as the time and labour attendant 
on the acquisition of particular employments are so 
unequal, equal remuneration would ilivolve a positive 
injustice. B u t  under a rational system of communion 
and co-operation, where society a t  large would take upon 
itself the education ant1 employment of all i ts  members- 
bear every expense connected with the acquisition of 
scientific attainments and common trades-and derive, in 
gross, the peculiar advantages dependant upon the merely 
momentary unproductiveness of scientific pursuits--equal 
remuneration for equal labour would be as just towards 
the inventor of a steam-engine, as towards the  malier of 
the  engine, or the  man who sets i t  in motion. Under 
snch a system, containing institutions furnished with every 
necessary apparatus for investigation and discovery, thou- 
sands of persons couid easily obtain that scientific know- 
ledge, and enter upon that  wide field of experimental 
research, which i t  now demands a fortune to acquire and 
pursue ; and equal remuneration for equal labour \vould be 
the  true and the just recompense for all services. 

I n  the second place, " There shall he acc?tmulations of 
for~ner labour, or capital." 

W e  all know that  accumulations are no more than the 
unconsumed products of former labour,-whether honses, , 
machinery, ships, or anything else tlrat is useful, or that  
can assist us in creating more wealth. All tllese things 
are capital. Had the first and succeeding generations of 
men consumed all that  they ~roduced-had they left their 
successors neitlier houses, tools, rtor any other kind of 
wealth-we should now necessarily have been, as they 
were, half-starved and half-clotlrecl savages. I t  is in the 
power of every generation, even under the most unfavonr- 
able circumstances, to leave the world richer, in respect to 
accumulations, than they found i t  ; and i t  is their duty  so 
to do. The principle of accumulating or saving seems to 
be instinctive in man, for i t  has never yet been entirely 
lost sight of, although i t  has been acted upon ignorantly, 
and with little or no Itnowledge of tlie iniportant results 
connected with its fi~lfilment. W e  have inlierited the  
greater part of our present accumulation from preceding 
generations, and merely hold them as i t  were in trust, for 

tire benefit of ourselves find our successors; for tile men 
of the future have as good a title to them as me have. 
Every generation tl111s receives a greater or less amouut of 
accunluJated \vec~lth from those \vhich preceded i t  ; tliere- 
fore, in equity, every generation is bou~rd to provide for its 
successors in a t  least the  same ratio a s  itself was provided 
for; and as population is ever on the  increase, so likewise 
ought accnmulations to be always on tlie increase. 

Tliat ivhicll applies to a generation, as n wliole, applies 
also to every individual of such generation ; and as there 
oug11t to be national accurnulntion, there ought liliewisc to 
be ~ndividnnl a~curnulation, for tlie first is depentlcnt upon 
the last. T h e  political cconon~ists, with tlie co!d-blooded 
nntl calculatitlg vor;tcity inducctf by the prcsent system, 
tell the l)rotluctivc classes that  they must accumulate- 
that  they must tlepe!id upon their own exertions; but 
llowever good the atlvice nlay be in principle, it is, while 
the morlting man is pressed into the eartll by  existing 
usages, no more than the arfdition of ;in insi~lt  to an 
injury. They cannot accu~nnlate : and the reason is,-not 
because they are idle, not because they are intemperate, 
not because they are ignorant,-but because tl~osenccuniu- 
lations, whicli have been Iianded domo for the benefit of 
the present generation a s  n whole, are us~lrped, and their 
advantages exclusively enjoyed, by particz~lar i?~dividuals 
and classes. 

The third ant1 last conilition of the economists is, 
'< Tha t  ticere sAnll be exchanges." 

An exclrange is tlefined to be a transaction between two 
parties, in which eacll gives to the other something which 
lie has not so much desire for, ;IS he has for the article 
\vhich he receives in return. Tllus every tnan 1~110 ~rorlis 
for hire exclranges his Inbo~ir for a cert;tin sum of money, 
because he \roultl r;ttlrer work, and receive the money, 
than remairr iclle, antl starre. The capitalist, in lilte nian- 
ner, would rather give his lnoney for a certain quantity of 
labour, than live upon i t  as long as it should last ; for he  
sells or exchaugcs the produce of such lnbour for a greater 
sum than the labour originally costs him, and by these 
rneans is enabled not only to live in idleness, but to increase 
his store of wenltlr a t  tlre same time. The capitalists, as 
we have seen, call this sl,ecies of exchange " a transactior~ 
in \vliich both the parties who lnalic tlre escl~ange are 
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benefited; conseqiiently, society is  a s ta te  presenting 
a n  uninterrupted succession of advantages for all i ts  
members." 

T h e  subject of exchanges is one on which too much 
attention cannot be bestowed by t h e  productive classes ; 
for i t  is more by tlie infraction of this  third condition by 
t h e  capitalist, than by all other causes united, t h a t  inequa- 
l i t y  of condition is produced and maintained, and t h e  
working man offered up, hound hand and foot, a sacrifice 
upon t h e  al tar  of Mammon. 

From t h e  very nature of labour and exclrange, s t r ic t  
justice not only requires t h a t  all exchangers should be 
mutua l~y ,  bu t  t h a t  they should liltewise be equally, 
benefitetl. Men have only two things lr~hich they call 
exchange with each other, namely, labour, an(1 the  produce 
of labour; therefore, l e t  tliem exclrange as they  mill, they 
rnerely give, as  it  were, labour for 1abo11r. I f  a jus t  system 
of exchanges were acted upon, t h e  value of all articles 
would be determined by t h e  entire cost of production; 
a n d  equul values should nbuays exchange f o r  equalvalues. 
If, for instance, i t  talte a hat ter  one day t o  nlalte a hat, 
a n d  a shoemalcer t h e  same t ime to m:\lce a pair of shoes- 
supposing t h e  material used by each t o  be of t h e  same 
value-and they exchange these articles with each other, 
they  a re  not on1 mutually b u t  equally benefited: t h e  
advantage derive( r by either par ty  cannot he a disadvan- 
tage t o  t h e  other, as each has given t h e  same amount of 
labour, and  t h e  materials made use of by each were of 
equal value. B u t  if t h e  hat ter  should obtain two  air of 
shoes for one hat-time and valoe of material being a s  
before-the exchange ~i~ori ld  clearly he an un jus t  one. T h e  
ha t te r  woulil defraud t h e  shoemalter of one day's labour;  
and  were tlre former t o  a c t  t h u s  in  all his  exchanges, h e  
would receive, for t h e  1:~hour of I ~ n l f  a year ,  t h e  product 
of some other person's d o l e  y e a r  ; therefore tile gain of 
t h e  first would necessarily be a loss t o  tlre last. 

W e  have tleretofore acted upon no other than this  most 
unjust system of exchanges-the worlcmen have given t h e  
capitalist t h e  labour of a wlrole year, in  exchange for t h e  
value of only llalf a year-and from this, and not  from 
t h e  assumed ineqr~al i ty  of bodily and mental powers i n  
intfividuals, has  arisen the  inequality of wealth and power 
which a t  present exists around US. It is a n  inevitable 

cDlldition of inequality of exchanges-of buying a t  one price 
*]ling a t  anotller-that o?pitxlists shall continue t o  

be GTpitalist~, and worliing men be working men-the one 
a class of tyrants  and tlre other  a class of slaves-to 
eternity. B y  equality of exchanges, 'however, tlo able- 
bodied individual can exist, as thousands now do, nnless he 
fulfil t h a t  cocdition of t h e  economist, " t h a t  there stlall be 
labour ;" nor can one class appropriate the  produce of t h e  
labour of another class, as the  capitalists now appropriate 

enjoy t h e  wealth :vl~ich the  powers of t h e  working 
man tlailp c:tll into cxistcllce. It is inequality of exclianges 
wlricli enables one class to  live in l u x u r y  ancl idleness, and 
dooms anotlker to  incessant toil. 

13y the  present unjust  :lnd iuiqriitolls systern, exchanges 
are  not only not mntually benetici;il t o  all pi~rties, as  tlrc 
political econo~nists have ~ s s c r t e d ,  but  i t  is l)l;tin, fro111 t h e  
very nature of :in cschange, that  there is, ill ~ n o s t  tr:rnsac- 
tions between t h e  c;ipit:ilist aud tlie producer, nftcr the 

Jirst remove, no exchange ~vllatever. At1 exchange implies 
t h e  giving of one th ing  for another. B u t  what is i t  t h a t  
t h e  capitalist, whether  he  be manufiicturer or landed pro- 
prietor, ~ i v e s  in  exchange for t h e  labour of t h e  working 
man ? r h e  capitalist glves no labour, for he does not 
~ilnrk-he gives no capital, for lris store of wealth is beirig 
perpetually a ~ ~ g m e n t e t l .  I t  is certain t h a t  t h e  capitalist 
can have otlly his labour or his capital t o  escliange against 
t h e  labour of t h e  vorlting man ; ant1 if, as  we daily see, 
t h e  capitalist gives no labour, and his original stock of 
capital does not  decrease, he  cannot in  t h e  nature of things 
~ n a l t e  an exchange with anything t h a t  belongs t o  himself. 
T h e  \vhole transaction, therefore, plainly shews t h a t  t h e  
mpitalists and proprietors do no more thau give t h e  
working man, for his labour of olw \ve~li,  n par t  of t h e  
wealth which they  nbtainctl from him t h e  week before !- 
which j u s t  amor~nts  t o  giving him nothing for something- 
and  is  a method of doing business \vhich, lrowever consn- 
nan t  with t h e  establishetl usages of t h e  present system, is 
b y  no means co~npatible with a morlcing man's itleas of 
justice. Tlre \reititti whiclr tlle capitalist appears t o  give 
in  eschange for t h e  \vorliman's labour \\.as generatecl 
neither by t l ~ c  IaI,our nor the  riches of the  capitalist, bu t  
i t  was o r i g i n i ~ l l ~  oi)tainetl l)y t h e  labour of the  workmarr ; 
and i t  is  still daily taken from Iiim, by a l f r i~udulc~l t  



system of unequal exchanges. T l ~ e  whole transaction, 
therefore, between the producer and the capitalist, is a 
palpable deception, a mere fdrce: i t  is, in factJ in 
thousands of iostances, no other than a barefaced tIlougll 
legalised robbery, 6 y  means of which the capitalists and 
proprietors contrive to fasten themselves upon the pro- 
ductive classes, and sucli from them tlreir whole substance. 

Those who assist not in  production can never justly be 
exchangers, for tlrey have nothing on wl~ich to dralv, and 
therefore nothing which tlrey can exchange. No man ' 

possesses any ~ratural and inherent ~'c;~lt!r within lrimself 
-he has merely a capabilily oj'laboriring ; therefore, if s 
man possess any created wealth-any capital-and lravc 
never made use of this capal)ility, :irrtl 11;rvc never Ii~bo~~rcd, 
the wealtl~ whic11 Ilc holtls in ~~osseusion cannot rightly be- 
long to him. It n111st I~clong to some persons who have 
created i t  by labour; for capital is not self-existent. Tlre 
vast accumulations now in Great Britain, tlrcreforc-as 
they are neither the production of tlrc labollr of the 
present race of capitalists nor tlreir predecessors, and were 
never given to them in exchange for any such labour-do 
not belong to tlre capitalists either on the principle of 
creation or the principle of exchange. Nor arc thry  
theirs by right of heirship ; for having been produced 
nationally, they can only justly be inherited by the nation 
as a whole. 'ffrus, view the matter as we will, there is to  
be seen no towering pile of wealth that has not been , scraped togetlrer by rapacity-no transaction between tlre 
man of labour and the man of money, tlrat is not clrarac 
terised by fraud and injustice. 

Here, then, is demonstration, flowing naturally from 
facts, that tlrc three great conditions which the ecor~omists 
acknowledge to be rCrrecessarp to the support, comfort, and 
pleasure of human life," arc almost unheeded, and two of 
them totally unacted upon, by the capitalists themselves. 
The law which says <' There shall be labour," is evaded by 
them : the law which says " There shall be accurnula- 
tions," is only half fulfilled, and is made to srrbserve the 
interests of a particular class, to the tletriment of all the 
rest of the community: the law wliiclr says Cr There shall 
lie exchanges," is not and cannot be observed, on the part of 
the c:ipitalistu, so loirg as tlrc!y neglect the law of labour; 
for, un!css they thcmselves lirbour by assisting iri 1)roduc- 

tion, they can ltnvc nothing to  exchange. Thus tlie 

infraction of these three conditions, by any one class, 
renders i t  morally and physically impossible that society 
should be what i t  ought to be-" an uninterrupted suc- 
cession of advantages for all its members." Until these 
lams are made to operate equally and imperatively upon 
every part of the community, society must inevitably be 
what i t  is now, and what i t  always has been-an uninter- 
rupted succession of wrongs, ant1 spoliations, and oppres- 
sions-a system of perpetual warfare between man and 
man, under the denonlination of employer and en1ployedJ 
in .wlrich tlie last must suffer all the llnrdship and make 
good all the di~mage. The very principles tliat liave been 
laid down by the politicit1 ccollomists inco~~testibly prore, 
wlicri nre consider tlrc manner in which these principles are 
acted upon by capit;llists and proclucers, that the irltercsts 
of the two parties arc not identificil, as those n,lio plunder 
the working man \vould 11:lve l i in~ to believe. Tlle two 
interests can never be identified-the gain of the employer 
will never cease to be the loss of the employed-until the 
exchanges bctween the parties are equal ; and exchanges 
never can be equal while society is divided into capitalists 
and producers-the last living upon their labour, and the 
first bloating upon the protit of tlrat labour. 

It is plain, then, from a review of the causes which have 
produced the present state of things? that, establish w h a t  
ever form of government we \vill-possess whatever 
merely political power we will-there never can be 
equality of rights and laws amongst us, nor amongst the 
people of any other nation, so long as the institutions and 
usages of society make the gain of one man to depend 
upon the loss of another; and place one class, by its 
position, a t  the mercy of another class. W e  may talk of 
morality and brotherly love, and of doing as we@vould be 
done by ; bat  i t  is certain tliat men can never dwell 
together in unity, and love each other as brethren, unless 
tlley liave one common end in view, and there be amongst 
them a perfect reciprocity of benefits; and it is equally 
certain that no such reciprocity can exist where there are 
unequal eelci~anges, and inccludity of rewards for equal 
services. 

Tlie great mass of the productive clascs look to univer- 
sal suffrage, or the institution of a republic, as the gtand 



remedy for their  wrongs; b u t  i t  has  been shewn t h a t  tIiese 
wrongs arise from a deeper source than form of gorern- 
ment, and t h a t  they cannot be removed by any  mere 
gowrnmental  change. Under  t h e  present social system, 
t h e  wl~ole  of t h e  working class are  dependent upon tile 
capitalist or en~ployer  for the  means of labour; and where 
one class, by i t s  position in  society, is  t l i ~ i s  dependent upon 
another  class for t h e  nrEANs OF LABOUR, i t  is dependent, 
likewise, for t h e  B I E ~ N S  OF LIFE ; and this  is a condition 
so contrary t o  t h e  very intention of society-so revolting 
t o  reason, t o  justice, to  natural equality of rights-that i t  
cannot for one moment be pallilted or tlcfendcd. It con- 
fers on rnan a power w)iich ougllt  t o  be vested in nothing 
mortal. Ineq~la l i ty  of ~)ossessions give Inan this  domiriior~ 
over his fellow-man ; ant1 therefore inequality of posses- 
sions, and not particular forms of govcrrin~ent, constitute 
t h e  g rea t  evil : - -and inequality of exchanges, ;is l ~ e i n g  t h e  
cause of inequality of possessions, is tlle secret enemy t h a t  
devours us. N o  simple governmental change can affect 
t h e  present social system -can alter t h e  relative position 
of t h e  employer and the  employed-can have any  influence 
on inequality of condition ; therefore all such changes a re  
illusory, I ~ o ~ w v c r  extensive t h e y  may appear;  and must, 
from their  nature, be ut ter ly wortl~less, except in so far a s  
t h e y  concern t h e  personal liberty of tlie governed. U n d e r  
a s tate  of things lilte t h a t  which now exists, t h e  working 
classes, no mat te r  what  may  be their  intelligence, or their  
morality, o r  their  industry, o r  their  political power-are, 
b y  t h e  very constitution of society, and tlleir position in  it, 
doomed and damned to hopeless and irremediable slavery 
unt i l  tlie end of t h e  world ! 

CHAPTER IV. 

THE CONSEQUENCES O F  NEGLECTING FIRST PRTN- 
CIPLES. 

IT ]laS beell sllcwn by  t h e  economists tl~emsclves, t h a t  
t)lrce conditions arc  absolutely necessary to t h e  existence 
of lluniatl society; namely, tliirt there shall be Iabour- 
t h a t  there shit11 be accumulations of tlie produce of Iabour, 
o r  capital-and t h a t  there shall be exchanges. It has 
likewise been demonstrated, t h a t  these conditions, from 
their  very nature, and t h e  relation i n  which men in society 
stand wit11 regard t o  each other, can be evadeil by one 
individlial or one class, only a t  t h e  espense of other  
individuals or classes; and i t  follo~vs, therefare, tha t  every 
man commits a wrong upon some par t  of t h e  community, 
if he render  no t  t o  society a n  equivalent equal t o  t h e  
henefits which h e  receives. It has been detluced, also, 
froin a cons idcra t io~~ of t h e  intention and end of society, 
not only t h a t  all rnen should Iabour, and  thereby become 
exchangers, b u t  t h a t  equal values should always eschange 
for equal values-and that,  as  t h e  p i n  of one man ought  
never t o  be t l ~ e  loss of another, value should ever be 
tlcterniinect by cost of production. B u t  we h a r e  seen, 
that,  under  tllc present arrangements of society, all men 
do not  labour-that all escliangers, therefore, are  not 
eqnally benefited-that t h e  gain of t h e  capitalist and t1;e 
rich man is  always t h e  loss of t h e  workman-that tllis 
result will invariably talie place, and t h e  poor mati be left 
entirely a t  the mercy of t h e  rich man, under  any  ant1 
every forni of governnlcnt, so long a s  tllere is inequality of 
eschi~nges-ant1 thilt equality of excl1:u1gcs can be insured 
only under  social :irrangements in \vliich Inbour is  univer- 



sal, and where the  remuneration is as equal to  the  labour. 
A few more examples of the worlting of t he  present 
system will shew us, more clearly, the u t ter  fatuity of 
attempting to remedy evils which are inherent in the very 
constitution of society, in any other manner than by 
a complete reconstruction of the social system. 

There are in the United Kingdom, a t  the present 
moment, many thousands of persons who have toilet1 hard 
all their lives, and yet who are not possessed of property of 
the value of one year's labour; and there arc also many 
thousands who have never performed one month's labour, 
and who, nevertheless, arc now possessctl of wealth of the 
value of many h ~ ~ n d r e d s  of pountls sterling. I-low came 
these rich men in possession of this capital? They have 
never laboured, and yet they arc not only enabled to live 
without nrorliing, but their wealth increases every year. 
Some of them will tell us-and they glory in the con- 
fession-that their property was acquired in by-gone 
times, by concluest; others say that  their riches are the 
hoarded fruits of their own inclustry,--meaning, thereby, 
the interest or profit tvhich they have obtained by means 
of nnequal exchanges in the employment of capital; and 
others, again, merely affirrn that thc wealth which they 
possess has been derived from their ancestors, by inherit- 
ance. 

The  attainment of wealth by conquest is so glaringly 
unjust, tha t  all claims founded upon i t  stand self-con- 
demned a t  once ; and tha t  any individual has a righe t o  
take to himself, or to grant  to another, one single foot of 
earth, has been denied and disproved alreaiiy,-for tlte 
earth is the common property of all its inhabitants, and 
each one has a just  claim, not to a particular part  of t he  
earth itself, but n~erely to  that  wealth which his labour 
can compel the earth to ~ i c l d  him. 

Those capitalists who profess to have acquired their  
riches by deriving a profit from capital, through the  
instrume~itality of unequal exchanges, have a claim but one 
degree more just than the claim by conquest. Our  daily 
experience teaches us, tha t  if we take a slice from a loaf, 
the  slice never grorv7s on again : the loaf is but an accumil- 
lation of slices, and the more we eat of it, the less will 
there to be eaten. Such is the case with the loaf 
of the working mnn ; b r ~ t  tha t  of the capitalist follows 

not this rule. Nis loaf continually increases instead of 
diminishing : wit11 him, i t  is cut  and come again, for ever. 
Every \rorltrnan knows tha t  if he save a few pounds 
sterling, a11d come to  be ill, or out  of employment, he can 
live only for a certain time upon this money. It is his 
capital-the accumulated produce of his own industry- 
and i t  ilwindles away until the whole is consumed. And 
so, likewise, if excllanges were equal, mould the wealth of 
the present capitalists gradually go from them to the 
working classes : every shilling tha t  the rich man spent, 
would leave him a shilling less rich ; for from the  nature of 
things i t  must follow, that  if a part be taken from a 
whole, that  which remains must, as a \vhole, be less than 
i t  was before such pnrt was taken from it. 

Wi th  respect to  the acquisition of wedth by inherit- 
ance, i t  requires but  little reflection to  convince US, tha t  
past circumstances have re~~rlerct l  i t  impossible for any 
member of the prod~ictivc class to have nccumn,ulated, by 
the most incessant hoarding of tlie produce of his own 
industry, wealth amounting to one-fiftieth part  of such 
vast accumn1;~tions as so many tllousands of individual 
capitalists and proprietors now hold. It is evident, when 
we take all things illto consideration, tha t  i t  would require 
the  handing down of the savings of many generations of n. 
working man's family, to :mount to the sum even of one 
thousand pounds sterling; and that  this could be done 
only by a combination of favourable circumstances such as 
would not have fallen to the lot of one family in a million. 
W e  all know that  there have been bloody and extermi- 
nating wars in all ages-that most countries, and Great 
Britain amongst the rest, have a t  times been overrun and 
plundered by bauds of armed robbers, and consequently 
all production of wealth been a t  :L ~ t a n d ~ t h a t  the produc- 
tive classes alone, through the mcdlum of unequal 
exchanges, have always had to support tlie pride and the 
pomp of aristocracy and its plaything governments-so 
tha t  i t  is all but impossible tha t  any capitalist can have 
derived even one thousand pounds sterling from tlie 
actual hoarded labour of his working-class progenitors. 

From the  very conditions laid down by the political 
economists-that there shall be labour, and accumulations, 
and excl~anges-it follows, that  there can be no exchanges 
without accun~ulations-no flcc?dmvlalions wi t j t o l~ t  labour. 



T h i s  la t ter  condition alorle condemns a t  once t h e  cause of the 
capitalist, antl shews t h e  injustice antl morthIessness of tile 
tenure  hy \vl~ich he   hold^ his weal t t~.  T h e r e  are  accumu- 
lations, and therefore there has been labour on tile p a r t  of 
certain individnals or certain classes. If t h e  capitalists 
liave created the  accumulations thcy hold, t h e  accllmula, 
tions are  theirs  by r i g h t  of creation; and, if they have 
obtained them by cxclranging for them other  accumula- 
tioils of equal value, then are  thcy theirs  by right of 
exchar~ge. B u t  t h e  g rea t  mass of capitalists and  
proprietors have never labonreti in t h e  business of 
production; and even had they been labourers, t h c y  
coul(l not havc created t h e  ~vca l th  in the i r  possession; 
for their  pl~ysical and intellectual power, ;ind their  
cor~sccjuent capability of protluction, is  not superior 
to  tha t  of thc  g rea t  body of working men. H o w  comes 
i t  to  pass, the t~ ,  t h a t  he  who is itlle i s  rich, while 
t l ~ o s e  ~rrho are  in(1ustrious toil on in perpetual Ijoverty ? 
EIow is i t  t h a t  t h e  wealth of t h e  working man remains 
stationary, or dccrcases, while t l ~ a t  of t h e  capitalist 
yearly increases ? H o w  is i t  t h a t  the  rising man of profit  
rides upon his  horse while t h e  worlimar~ wallts-the horse 
gives placc to  t h e  gig-the gig is  superseded by t h e  
cl~ariot-ant1 a s  t h e  rich man grows more rich, Ilc grows 
more lazy, and  performs less worl<? T h e  anomaly, and  
t h e  wrong connected \vitlr it, we have seen, arises solely 
from unequal exchanges ; for as, under t h e  present system, 
every working man gives t o  an employer a t  least s ix  days' 
labour for an equiv;tlent worth only four o r  five days' 
labour, the  gains of t h e  last man are  necessarily t h e  losses 
of t h e  first man. Every fortune, therefore, acquired under  
this  system by means of trade-every accumulation of t h e  
capitalists or employers, as a boily-is derived from t h e  
uosurrendered earnings of t h e  working class, o r  persons 
employeti; and nlherever one man t h u s  becomes rich, h e  
does so only on condition t h a t  many men shall remain 
poor. Al l  men carinot be rich, i n  t h e  common acceptation 
of the  term ; but  t l ~ e r c  is  no necessity for one human 
being to be poor. 

Thus,  in whatever l igh t  cxamineil-whether as  a gift, 
o r  an indivitlual accumulation, or an exchange, or a n  
inheritance-there is  proof upon proof t h a t  there is a flaw 
in the  rich man's tit le which takes anray a t  .once its very 

sllo\r~ of justice, and i t s  value. T h e  l)reseut \ve;~lth of the  
country \vas not given to the  ar~ccstors  of these m e ~ l  some 
centuries for i t  did not thcn es i s t  ; and if any  
coultl have been so given, i t  \rrollld long since have 1 ~ e n  
consl~med : i t  ]!as not bee11 acquired by sriccessive accllmll- 
lations of t h e  produce of the  labour of rich men, for, as a 
class, they have never been labourers ; and even if thcy 
llati lalloured, and laboured hard, they  could not l ; a ~ e  
amassed so much wealth :-it  has not been obtained I)y 
equal cschangcs, for, indcpenclcnt of a man's labot~r, equal 
escllallges \rill not  nlalte hi111 rich:-it has not been 
acquired by inlleritance-by the  handing tlo\rrn of sarings 
froln one of morlii~~g-men t o  ;~ootlrer--for cir- 
cunlstitnccs of every liir~tl I~itvc been uufi~vouritblc to  its 
tra!lsulission as  \vc11 its to i ts  i i c c ~ ~ t n u l ; ~ t i o ~ ~  :-hit this  
\renltIl Ilas a11 becu dcrived f r o ~ n  t l ~ c  bones nntl sinen-s of 
t l ~ c  worliing classes dur ing  succcssivc ages, and i t  1 1 ~ s  
l,ccn tnl;en from t l ~ c m  by the fraudr~lcnt  and s l ;~vcry-c r~-  
a t iug  system of unequal exchanges. 

T h e  principle of unetl11a1 csc l~auges  is the very life and 
soul of t l ~ e   resent social system, antl t h e  inecluality of 
every kind \vhich is ii~separal)le from it. TVhercver t f ~ i s  
I)rincil)le is acted upon, a man's riches, or his success in 
life, will be depeudcnt neither i ~ p o n  his  morality, nor his 
mental or corporeal faculties. Every individual has i ~ n  
1111disl)uted r ight  to  t h e  !+xscssion ancl enjoyment of any  
wealth which his industry or frugality w.ill enable him to 
acctlmulate ; but  le t  a 'trorking miin under the  p rcse l~ t  sys- 
tern, be as industrious and frugal as possible, the  proceeds 
of his labour will never nialcc him rich, nor enable h i n ~  to 
live for any lengtll of time without worl<ing. I f  he  \roulcl 
become ~ v e a l t h ~ ,  he  mus t  change his position in society 
and instead of e s c h a u g ~ n g  his omn [abot~r, must  beconie a 
capitalist, or excltar~ger of the laboisr of' otfier pop le ;  antl 
t h ~ ~ s ,  by plundering others in t h e  same manner as  he ivss 
plundered, through t h e  medium of unequal eschangcs, 11e 
will be enabled to acquire g rea t  gains from the  small 
losses of otller people. 

T h e  present system, wherever i t  enriclres a ~ r o r h i ~ i g  
man, does i t  thus  :-He has accumulatetl, o r  borrowetl, 
we mill s n p ~ ~ o s e ,  aE100, and taltes l ~ i s  station as  n cap:- 
talist ; 11e cd,speculates" wit11 this money-thnt is, Ire 
makes a n  unjust  and unequal cxchltnge-he purchitses a 



commodity a t  one price, and without  adding any  increased 
value t o  i t  by ltis own labour, Ire sells tlte coinmotlity for 
dot~ble the  sum which i t  originally cost him : and thus  he 
l~ecornes rich a t  t h e  expense of others. Or again, h e  pro- 
cures a certain quant i ty  of labour for his hundred pounrls, 
and he  sells t h e  product of such labour for two hundred 

, Now, if t h e  labour was originally worth two 
k?r!~i!:d pounds, and this  newly created capitalist gave 
b u t  one hundred for it, he  has clearly defrauded his work- 
men of one-half their  jus t  d u e ;  and if tlte labour mas 
worth only one liundretl pounds, itnd t h e  capitalist has  
obtained two hundred for it, i t  is equally clear t h a t  he  has 
ilefrauded t h e  parties with whom he made t h e  second 
exchange, for he only gave them the  one huntlred for their  
two hundred. All  t h e  gain thus  acrl~lirctl by t h e  citpi- 
talist, whether  from t h e  first or tlre second exchange, i s  
extracted errtirely from t h e  productive classes. Society a t  
large consists only of two parties-those wlro work, iind 
those wlto do nothing. F r o n ~  t h e  natnre of t h e  case, I~ovr- 
ever, t h e  itllers cannot have t~een  ilefral~ded by t h e  
unequal exchange, for, a s  they (lo not labour, they can 
have nothing of their  011 11 t o  exchange ; so t h a t  t h e  ~ v l ~ o l e  
gain-the whole accumuli~ted profit, or interest, or whatever 
else i t  may be callecl, ~vlrich every capitalist receives urltler 
t h e  present system-is taken from the  producers a t  large 
-from t h e  very working class rif t h e  community, for t h e y  
only l ~ a v e  ~ r h e r e l r i t h  t o  exchange-and t h a t  is, the i r  , 
labour, and t h e  proiluce of such labour. T h c  capitalist, 
by  t h u s  continuing to " exchange," is  shortly in  possession 
of as many thousands as  he originally had hundreds-and 
this, too, with lit t le or no lahour on his part-until  at  
length he  retires t o  enjoy himself on his " honest p i n s . "  
T h e  sons follow t h e  course of t h e  father-they live in  
l u x u r y  and idleness, ilnrl so they  become, and breed away, 
ad infinitzm, a race of "capitalists !" . S u c l ~  is the origin of t h e  g rea t  majority of pe t ty  capi- 
talists who now grind t l ~ e  worliiny classes into t h e  dnst. 
Brit of all t h e  vast wealth t h u s  obtained by unequal 
exchanges, i t  is  self-evident t h a t  tlre original stock only- 
t h e  hundred pounds, or whatever i t  may be-is all t h a t  
each capitalist is  just ly  entitled to. T h i s  hundred pouncls 
belongs to the  c;tpitalist-it has, we will suppose, been t h e  
p r o d ~ c c  of Itis o m  industry-and t o  it, therefore, he is 

justly B u t  here t h e  justice of his  claim censes ; 
for all t h e  wei~ l th  which th i s  sun1 is  instrumental i n  pro- 
ducing, by  means of the labour of otllers, belongs t o  ot l~ers ,  

not t o  t h e  owner of t h e  hundred pounds. T h i s  

money possesses not  tvitliin itself t h e  p o s e r  of locomotion, 
nor any  action-it is no more th:m t h e  representative 

' 

of a certain quantity of produce, and can of itself d o  
I,ott~ing-it is neither worn, nor broken, nor deteriorated, 
after i t  llas been t h u s  instrumental i n  production. T h e  
eapit?llist receives it back in t h e  same state  as  he  lent  i t  
out-lle is not  one far thing less rich from t h e  circumstance 
of others having matte use of his money-therefore, hav- 
i n g  lost not l~ing,  lie is  in  s t r ic t  justice erltitle(1 t o  no com- 
 m ens at ion-to nothing except a r e v a r d  for his  labour 
equal  t o  t h a t  which any  otllcr Inan receives for nn equal 
expenditure of labour. 

T h e  political economists and capitalists have wri t ten 
and printed many boolcs to  impress upon t h e  worlcing lnan 
t h e  fallacy t h a t  " t h e  gain of t h e  capi tdis t  is ?rot t h e  
loss of tlte producer." W e  are told t h a t  Labour cannot 
move one step without  Capital-that Capital is  as  a 
shovel t o  t h e  man who digs-that Capital is jus t  as neces- 
sary t o  production a s  Labour itself is. T h e  working man 
linoms all this, for i t s  t r u t h  is  daily brought home t o  h im;  
bu t  this  muttla1 dependency between C a p i k ~ l  and  Labour 
has nothing t o  do with t h e  relative position of t h e  capi- 
talist and t h e  morliing nlnn ; nor does i t  show t h a t  t h e  
former should be maintained by t h e  latter. Capital is b u t  
so much unconsumed produce; and t h a t  which is a t  th i s  
moment i n  being, exists now indepetident of, and is in no 
way identified with, nny particuliir individual or class. 
Labour is t h e  pnreilt of it, on tlic one side, and mother  
ea r th  upon t h e  other ; arid were every capitalist and every 
rich man in t h e  Uni ted  Kingdoln t o  be nnniliilated i n  one 
moment, not  a single particle of wealth or capital would 
disappear with them ; nor would t h e  nation itself be less 
wealthy, even t o  t h e  amount of one farthing. It is t h e  
capital, and  not  t h e  capitalist, t11:it i s  essential t o  t h e  
operations of t h e  producer; and there i s  as much differ- 
ence between t h e  two, as  there  is  between the  actual 
cargo and t h e  bill of lading. 

From t h e  relation which capital and labour bear t o  each 
other, i t  is  evident tllat t h e  inore capital or accumulated 



L X U D U R ' ~  REMEDY. 6 1 

produce tllere is  in a country, t h e  greater  will be the 
facilities for ])ro(I~~ction, and the less l a l~oor  tvill i t  regrlire 
to  obtain a given result. Tl ios  t h e  people of Grc;tt Bri. 
min,  with the  aid of tlieir present vilst ilcc~lmulations of 
capital-their boilPings, machinery, shil)s, canals, alld 
railways-can prod~lce  more manufactured ivealtl~ in one 
rreek, than their  ancestors of a tllni~sand years sillce collld 
have created i n  I ~ a l f  a century. I t  is not our sllperior 
physical powers, l111t o11r capital, \111icll enaYes 11s t o  do 
t i ;  for, ~vllerevcr tbere is a [leficiency of capital r 

9 P .o- (luction will progress slos.ly and laboriossly, and vtee 
qlersn. From these considerations, then, i t  is apparent, 

tha t  rvholcver is gnired to cnPrrrAr,, is iilrenrise to 
J ~ A ~ o u R - ~ ~ ~ ~  every i ~ ~ c r c a s e  of t h e  former tclltls t o  
(linlinirb the  toil of t h e  l;itter--i~~lcl tll;lt, t}lcreforc, every 
IOSS to Cilpit:iI must also be a loss to  Labollr. 

, 1Lis . t r l l th ,  , t h o ~ l g l ~  long since observed by t h e  
ecnrlomlsts, has never ve t  been fairlv statell by tIlem, , I . hey have even identifihd Capital wit11 one class of the  communit~r, and Labour wit11 another class-al tbo~g}~ t h e  
tIr-0 p o w - 3  llave natilrally, ancl s l~oa ld  11avc nrtificiallv, 
no s11cl1 connection. T h e  econnn~ists always a t t empt  i o  
make t h e  r o p e i t ,  if not t h e  very existence, of t h e  
working marl dependent upon the  condition of maintaining 
t h e  capitalist i n  lnxury  and iclleness. They ~ r ~ o u l d  not  
have t h e  working man t o  ea t  a meal ilntil he  bas proclueed 
tsvo-one for himself and t h e  o t l ~ e r  for his master-the 
la t ter  receiving his p o r t i o ~ ~  indirectly, by unequal en- 
changer. By thus  dividing society into two classes, and  
keeping separate t h e  labour and the  capital, the  e c o n a  
~ n i s t s  a11d capitalists are  enablecl, by uneqtlal ercl~angea, 
to  maintain t h e  supremacy of their  clam over tile working 
class ; and tllen they infamously and blaspl~emously tell  
the  latter,  t h a t  this s ta te  of things has beell so ordained 
by t h e  A l m i ~ h t v !  

D J  

Under  t h e  present social system, Capital and Labour- 
t h e  shovel ancl the  digger-are two separate and  antago. 

nist p o ~ e r s ;  and SUCII they always have been, ever 
mus t  be, wller~ existing in  connection with particular 
individuals ancl classes. Although Capital and Labour 
are  intimately e o n ~ ~ e c t e d  with and depcnrlent upon e a d l  
other, and both work together for a common end-that 
entl is PRODUCTION, and not t h e  exaltation of one m m  

nll(l tile abasement of mother .  I n  connection with psrti- 
elllar individllals and clieses, ho\vcrer, C i ~ p i t d  and Lahour 
can hare no commilrlity of interest-tlley rvill ever in  

hostility-for tile ga i s  of the  c;~pi ts l is t  is a l \wys  
the  loss of tlie morlring man, anrl tllc porcr ty and toil of 
t h e  last is a neccss:iry cc~nserluel~ce of tlle \vea!th and t h e  
idleness of t h e  first. 

01 the  vast, \veaItI~ n o ~ v  existing in  tlle Uni ted  
I(inndorn-lfrortb, 9 as i t  is, so m l s y  t l~o i~san l l s  of nlillions 
stcrllng, pmlaeed ,  as  i t  has been, by 1:iboor of  
t h e  pro(lactire classes dur ing  many centuries-of ;dl th i s  
immense ~ ~ : ~ l t h ,  tile sllarc rvhieh t h e  \ ror l i i l~g lnall 1101cls 
;lad enjoys is b u t  as an ounce t o  il toll-a dr01) t o  an 
oce;ill-ill l:visos tililt w l ~ i d ,  tlie p r r s e ~ ~ t  social 
svsten, llils cnrble(1 t h e  c;lllit;llists t o  oht;tie pnssassial of. 
'PIle sh:ire of tile \i.orl,iufi mau has  llerer j'ct beell greater,  
;,n(l llever tVill \,e grc;ltcr, cvon if o~ i l l ioss  up011 l l l i ~ ~ i o n ~  
Ire anllunlly. pmdac*(l, el long as t h e  princil)le of ulleilllrl 
llscllanges 1s to]er;Ltcd ; fur this  illune will niaitltain t h e  
~ ) ~ * e s e n t  (]irision of society into cnpitalists and producers, 
:ind rear tile wealth and the  supremacy of tile rille, upon 
tile poverty t h e  dograclatioll of the  otlicr. \Irl]en t h e  
.lor)imm bas a tb i sg ,  i t  is  his no l011pr-it 
l)elonps t o  tile capitJist-it l ~ r s  been co~lreyed from tile 
,)ne to  t h e  other by tile linseen mrpic of llnegllal escllallgefi. 
TIle \voiliing man, nottvitlistanding all his toil, finding 
llimself as  poor as  ever, fo r t l~ i r i th  1abotlrs :Lllra). t0 plodu(.e 
more uredth ; an(1 this, again, is co~lveyed to the  capi- 
b l i s t  in  tile salne mnnllrr as t h e  filust \!'as. Anll ~ I I L I I ,  

plun(lercd, nlust the  i v o r k i ~ ~ g  class toil on 
to  tile of t h e  prcscnt soci;~l system ; for t h e  c;~pitidists 
and t h e  onlployers, as such, will ;~ls.ays interests 
,lyposed to those of tilo producers a t  lilrge. It is t h e  
interest of tile working nran t o  acquire a s  much \vesltil r s  
ponssib]e by m e l n s  of Ilia own labour-it is tile interest of 
the  t o  ac(l~lire as  inllcll wesltb as possible bJ' 
Incans of profit, or tile labour of other  people; and as  d l  

mus t  come from l a b o r ,  and as the  wealth of tile 
capitllist is b u t  an accl~mulation of profit, t h e  p i n  of 
capitalist mus t  be t h e  loss of t h e  working man. T h e  very 
nature of tile r c  escl~ang~T'  e l ~ i c h  takes ])lace between t h e  
parties will inevitably perljetuate t h e  . cd th  of tile one 

t h e  p v e r t y  of t h e  other  ; md t l i t ~ s  effectually sllbvert 





clozen times in t l ~ c  year-that they had n e i t l ~ e r  books, 
Iiewspapcrs, nor Itno\r~ledgc, antl llatl to  e i t l ~ e r  worlc or 
fight as their  masters and owners t l io l~ght  fit. I f  all th i s  
be true, and tlie worltitiq"" class be now n ~ u c l i  bet ter  off than 
their  predecessors were, l t  is no reason ~ v h p  they should not  
be still better off, and eqllally as  well off as  t l~osc  who 
tell them to 11oltl their  tongues, and be contented with t h e  
1)osition n ~ l ~ i c h  they now occupy. All  11ap1)iness is  com- 
parative ; and i t  is not irl human nature to  remain satisfied 
with any station, so long as  it is cognizant of a better ; nor 
will men submit to be mc:~suretl by A low standard, so long 
a s  there is a higher  one in existence. W l ~ y  should enor- 
lrlous masses of n~ealtlr be in tllc possession of t h e  itllc ant1 
the  pndlig;~tc, ~ v h e n  t l ~ c  in~lustriorls and the  Itonest arc  
t v i t h o ~ ~ t  il penny ? TYlly sl~oultl  ~vcll-fed ant1 ~vcll-clotltctl 
insignificar~ce roll slothfully along in its splendid vehicle, 
in ~ w r s u i t  of ne\v ~IC: IS I I I .CS  to  tcnlpt i ts  ~)nl lcd appetite, 
ill111 tile toil-111orn ; ~ r t i z ; ~ u  1)c compelled to plod to llis daily 

orlc, wit11 half-clothe(1 back antl l l n ~ ~ g r y  belly ? There  is  
no reasotl given, for there is  not one t o  be found. T h e  
immaculate Spi r i t  of Justice trltich exists throughout  cre- 
ation, tells mcrl, in accents of eternal t ruth,  t h a t  H e  never 
instituted these most u ~ l j u s t  distinctions amongst them. 

T h e  productive classes of t h e  Unitetl  Klngdom are 
\reiglted t o  t h e  earth by sue11 a variety and mul- 
tiplicity of burthens and wrongs, t h a t  enumeration 
ant1 description both fajl i n  br inging into view t h e ,  
 sun^ totitl. T h e  ills they  suffer a re  brought home 
t o  them through every sense ; for sight, Ilearing, smel!, 
taste, ant1 feelirlg alilte proclaim t h e  wrong, and tell men 
t h a t  a remedy is neetlcd. These evils a re  so intermoven 
i ~ i t o  the  preseut systetn-so ramified and  entangled-so 
itssirnilated into every social and  political institution-that 
tlre productive class can o111y free tl~emselves by cu t t ing  
through all a t  one blow. E r e r y  mere governnientai remetly 
hiis been proved fallacious and useless. One remedy yet  
remains to  be tried, antl one only-that of changing t h e  
very conrse of human society, antl sweeping away, a t  once, 
t h e  accuniulatetl wrongs of t l~ousands of years. Some 
anlongst us  may s ta r t  a t  tlte magnitude of the  remedy pro- 
~)cseed, but  t h e  change is no more than will be necessary t o  
tffect tlie gigantic evil which consnmes us. L e t  those ~ v h n  
think t h a t  less will do, tu rn  over the  page of history-let 

d iem loolc back t o  t h e  working inari of all ages, nnder  all 
forms of government, nutlcr :dl s'ystems of religion-and 
t l ~ e y  will find t h a t  t h e  \vroligs ant1 t h e  crils of which we 
now coniplain have always existed. H a s  not every effort, 
pe t ty  or mighty, moral or physical, been insutficient t o  
s]iaI;e off t h a t  cnlshing incabus ivliich has for so many ages 
rlcadened t h e  sold of t h e  producer of wealth ? Docs not 
every struggle of tlie working man fail to  subvert t11;tt nn-  
seen power which chains Ilis prostrateii energies t o  tlic 
evcr-moving oar of capital, and gives him up, bound body 

soul, to  every ill t h a t  the  governmental ant1 ecclesias- 
tical tyranny of class ant1 c;lSte may C ~ O O S C  to  inflict upon 

? I f  despotism, or t h e  esercise of unde1eg;ttcd au- 
tllority by  I,nrticular indivi0l1:ils ;uid clnsses, -conld have 
done it, tliere 111,s been despotism enougli-if liberty, e i ther  
as in to  licentiousness, or as ~ 0 1 1 n ~ ~ t c t l  lvitll o h -  
tliencc to  political :~uthori ty  se l f - i~npos~d  ant\ srlbjcct t o  
pol>lllnr control, coultl 11avc (lone it, tlicrc llas a t  t imes heen 
liberty enougll-if prayers, a11d sacrifices, and burnt- 
offerings could ]lave done it, t h e  shouting and t h e  in- 
cense-smol<e which liave ascended up\rrards for foilr th011- 
sand years moulci have prevailed ! Away, then, wit11 any  
and every remedy rvhicll falls sliort of t h e  esta1)lishment of 
Firs t  Principles. T h i s  is  t h e  only remedy wliich mnn 
]las not ye t  tried ; and from t h e  nature of tlre wrollg, i t  
is the  only remedy \vliicb can be efrective. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE GOVERNMENTAL BURTHENS OF THE WORKING 

CLASS OF THE UNITED RINQDOhf. . 

IN that interminable torrent of progression in  which all 
things move man may make attempts to stand still, but 
all llis efforts will Ire futile. What he coneiders perfect 
to-day, he is willing to alter a little to-morrow. Tlle 
omnipresent spirit of Bfotion is within hirn and aro~lnd 
him ; and, almost without being conscious of it, man 
moves along with the rest of things. Although thus per- 
petrially changing and making changes, men scarcely ever 
like these changes when subjected to their influence for 
the first time. W e  become accustomed to go through 
life, as i t  were, in a kind of jog-trot ; and anything which 
tends to accelerate our speed, or make our journey more 
easy and pleasant, is always, a t  the beginning regarded 
with dislike. Afterwards, however, when we have become 
habituated to the new order of things, and are abol~t toi 
make a further remove, we cling to the last change with as 
much pertinacity as we a t  first displayed in rejecting it. 
Although old shoes may fit US easier than nerv ones, we 
are never thereby prevented from throwing the old aside 
and obtaining the new; for everything-an institlltion as 
well as an article of apparel-must be new before i t  can 
be old. 

Men have in all ages cried out against changes of every 
descriptio~~ ; and if their dolorous prognostications of the 
evils attendant on changes could lrrtve retarded the march 
of events, we should now have been no better than nalied 
and half-famished savages; for the barbarian, Iike the 
civilised man, has the best possihle social system, the best 
form of government, and the most rational religiotls belief, 
that  man can i~lstitute or the Creator of man ordain. 

Since, then, me have progressed thus far, why should we 
not take another leap, and make the world all that poets 
ever dreamed of, or good men ever longed for? W h y  
should we not institute a system of action, with regard t o  
each other, based on those immutable principles of justice 
and equality which alone are capable of making man as 
happy as he is mighty ? W e  have seen plainly that, by 
the present constitution of society, the millions are a 
doomed class-that, from the position in which they stand 
with regard to capital and the capitalist, their condi- 
tion is unimprovable and their wrongs irremediable-and 
that, as a body, they mill reniain oppressed and impover- 
ished, even if they produce a n~illion of pounds sterling 
worth of wealtlt in the place of every thousand which they 
now create. The subversion of this unjust system, and 
the institutio~l of one more in accodance with the nature 
and attributes of man, will be anything but difficult ; and 
we shoulil be bound to attempt the change, if success \re* 
only just within the verge of ~ossibility. 

I f  the productive classes require a stimulrls to exertion 
in the noble cause of thcir redemption, let them viewr, side 
by side, their governmental and their social burthcns- 
those attributable to monarchy, and those arising from 
that system of inequality of which monarchy is no more 
than the impersonation-and i t  will be seen that the 
working classes of the United Kingdom are, by unequal 
exchanges, annually plundered of the produce of their 
labour to an amount almost incalculable ; and that, so long 
as this system of unequal exchanges is tolerated, the pro- 
ducers will be almost as poor and as ignorant and as hard- 
worked as they are a t  present, even if every gorernmentd 
burthen be swept away, and all taxes be abolished. 

The mere fact that our present social system enables 
hundreds of thousands of able-bodied men to exist in 
uselessness, and without returning any equivalent for the 
many benefits whicl~ they receive, ought to be a sufficient 

roof to every producer, that the system is a bad one. 
&he gain of an idle class most necessarily be the loss of an 
industrious class : and although the manner in which the 
former obtain possession of their wealth may be called 
legal, yet is the transaction nothing less than a robbery 
upon the working man. It is these idlers only who deny 
that  the producers are plundered. These capitalists and 



pmprietors do not a t t empt  to  assert t h a t  t l ~ e p  live wi thos t  
eat ing and drinking, b u t  they  gravely affirm t h a t  they  
have a jus t  claim upon t h e  worknran for subsistence-that 
they  have a perfect r i g h t  to  enjoy life without lallour. 
They  found their  claims upon their  own assertions, t h a t  
t h e  land belongs to  them, t h e  11011ses belong t o  them- 
t h e  machinery and money belong t o  them--everything 
belongs t o  them. T h e y  tell  us, moreover, t h a t  there i s  
perfect reciprocity of benefits between t h e  capitalist and t h e  
working man : ant1 t h a t  t h e  former is just ly  entitletl to  a 
share of t h e  protluce of t h e  latter, in consideration of allow- . - .  
lng  him t o  make use of those accumulations which t h e  
present system enables t h e  capitalist to  obtain possession of. 

W e  have already seen t h a t  tlrcsc capitalists and proprie- 
tors never had, and nevcr can have as  intlivitlnals, a n y  
r i g h t  to  t h e  exclt~sive possessior~ of ei ther  t h e  land or t h e  
accumulations ;-that the  land was never given especially 
t o  them by t h e  Creator, nor  sold to  them by him, nor 
given t o  other  parties who 11ad power t o  sell it, o r  give it, 
b u t  t h a t  i t  is  a gif t  to  all l iving beings in commorl ; and  
t h a t  t h e  accumulations n o r  in  existence have been pro. 
duced by Labour, and to Labour only, therefore, do they  
just ly  b e l o ~ ~ g ,  for no erluivalent has t h e  capitalist y e t  
given for them. B u t  even if all t h e  land and t h e  machi- 
nery and t h e  houses did belong to t h e  capitalists, and t h e  
working class were not in being, t h e  former would not there- 
by be enabled t o  evade the  grea t  condition " that  there shall 
be labour." T h e i r  wealth would leave them t h e  choice 
only of working or starving. T h e y  cannot e a t  t h e  land 
and t h e  houses; and t h e  1;rnd neill not yield sustenance, 
nor t h e  macllinery make clothing. withont  t h e  application 
of human labour. Therefore, when t h e  capitalists and  
proprietors say t h a t  the  ~vorl i ing class must  support them, 
t h e y  likewise say, i n  effect, t h a t  t h e  producers belong 
t o  then1 as  well as  t h e  llouses and lantls (lo-that t h e  
working man was created only for t h e  rich man's use ! 
I f  particolar classes have received a special license from 
t11e Almighty, to  l ~ a v e  and  to hold all t h a t  is  good on 
earth, and t o  keep the  labourer in  eternal bondage, l e t  
them shew t h e  record, ant1 we will speak no more of t h e  
wrongs of t h e  working class. 

Every  working man of the  United Kingtiom knows a n d  
feels t h a t  h e  is  a member of a plundered ant1 degxaded 

and despised class, b u t  h e  i s  ignorant of one half of t h e  
burthens which 11e sustains. T h e  greater  par t  of his  load 
is  unseen by  him, and i t  is  this  circ~lmstance which causes 
him t o  bear his  lot  so long and so unrepiningly. T l ~ e i r  
governmental burthens-their enornlous taxes-are be- 
lieved, by most of his  order, t o  be all t h a t  they  sustain ; 
and t o  g e t  rid of these, they  n1ould have a share in t h e  
government, through t h e  instrumentality of universal suf- 
frage-or they  mould alter t h e  very form of their  gorern- 
ment, and exchange an irresponsible Icing or queen for a 
chief magistrate elected by tl1cn1selves. When, l~orrever, 
t h e  ~ o r l i i n g  class have v ien l~d  their social as well as  the i r  
g ~ ~ e r n n ~ e n t a l  ~vrongs-when they have compared t h e  drain 
of the  one wit11 t h c  drain of the  other-when they become 
conscious of t h e  i~nmensc  amount of \vcaltlt nrl~icli t h e  
present system enables c e r t a i ~ ~  classes of tlie columunity t o  
abstract from them-they will scout the  idea of any 
change which falls short  of t h e  total .subrersion of th i s  
system and  t h e  establisl~ment of one founded on t h e  broad 
principles of justice and equality which ure have been 
considering. 

M a n  has ever ye t  been t h e  property of man ; anit no 
mere governmental cl~:inge, if engrafted upon the  present 
social system, will permit him t o  be otherwise Althnugh 
we have long thrown away t h e  name and t h e  livery of 
slavery, ye t  a re  t h e  lvorhing clilsses no less owneti than 
the i r  ancestors were i n  times of old. T h e y  toil, while 
others a r e  idle-they produce, and others consume-the 
one class order, and the  other  obey-therefore are  t h e  pro- 
ducers still slaves, in t h e  t r u e  sense of the  term ; and alike 
suffering a s  tliey suffer, and  toiling a s  they toil, a rc  t h e  
enslaved millions of Iiing-governed Xuropc, and theshadow- 
grasping millions ofrepublican America. Whatever  else may 
be done, tlie principle and practice of slavery can never be 
destroyed, nor can Inan become t ru ly  free, unt i l  labour be 
universal and exchanges equal. 

T h e r e  a re  in t h e  present year A.D. 1838, in  t h e  United 
Kingdom of Grea t  Bri ta in and Ireland, about 25,000,000 
of inhabitants,--men, women, and children. T o  support 
t h e  general goverrtrnent of t h e  country, pay t h e  interest of 
what  is  czlled t l ~ e  " National Debt," aud t h e  numberless 
pensions and  salaries enjoyed by tliosc who rule us, there 
is  raised anci espended annudlly about  £50,000,000. Of 
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this vast sum--greater, perhaps, than is received by any 
other government in existence-nearly £28,000,000 is 
required for the "interest" of the National Debt-about 
57,000,000 is taken for the support of an army of 100,000 
men-~5,000,000 is wanted for the navy and ordnance-- 
and the remainder is s~vallowed u p  in pensions, salaries, 
and other expenses connected with tha t  complicated 
machine called monarcllical government. T o  the  
£50,000,000 squandered in this manner, by the general 
government, must be added tlie many rates a n n ~ ~ a l l y  raised 
for the support of the local governments connected with 
counties, towns, and parishes, and which likewise amount 
to  many millions sterling. 

The "National Debt"-the interest of wllich forms eo 
prominent afeature in ourexpenditure-formerly amounted 
toabove one thousandmillions of pounds sterling; but  isnow 
rather under eight hundred millions. This enormous 
sum was partly borrowed, and partly pretended to be bor- 
rowed, from certain persons in our own country, by an 
irresponsible and tyrannical government, for the purpose 
of carrying on bloody and exterminating wars against 
almost every nation on the face of the earth. The  future 
will in vain ask of the  past what benefits resulted from 
these wars; but  the debt contracted on their account, 
although pretended to be still in existence, has been paid 
by the productive classes two or three times over, through 
the medium of what goes by the name of "interest," and 
by changes in the currency. 

£. 
I n  16138 this debt was.. ............ 664,263 
I n  1702 ...................... 16,394,702 
I n  1714 ...................... 54,145,363 
I n  1775 ..................... ,128,583,635 
I n  1793  ..................... .239,350,148 
At the  Peace, in 1815 ........ 1,050,000,000 

We often hear of thegross ignorance and brutality of the 
peo le of former ages, and of the spread of true religion in 
moc !' ern times. A bloatedand self-appointed h ie ra r~h~wee l t ly  
proclaim tlle moral revolution effected at home and abroad 
by hosts of priests and missionaries, and daily reiterate 
their calls for contriblltions to carry forward the holywork. 
B u t  the progress of this national debt, gives t l ~ e  lie direct 

to all these boasted ecclesiastical performances ; and prcr 
in a voice which pulpit declamation cannot drown, 

tltat, llowever creeds and d o p a s  ma)- change to suit the 
spirit of the times, true relieion is as much unknown in the  
present century as i t  was In the fire-and-faggot times of 
Popish persecution. This  debt, and the wholesale massacres 
connected with it, have steadily kept pace with modern 
art, and science, and religion; and every engine of 
destruction \vhich ingenuity could invent, has been 
employed by modern Cllristian rulers and defenders of the  
church, in the ancient kingly pastime of extermination. 
All history tells alilte the sarne tale of liingcraft ancl p r i e s t  
craft; with which, and the present social system, true reli- 
gion can have nothing to do. 

The ~800,000,000 to \vhich the debt l ~ a s  bee11 reduced, 
is said to be owing, by the natior~ a t  large, to abont 279,751 
individuals in various ranks of society, and these persons 
receive the annual &28,000,000 of interest amongst them, 
for which they render no labour whatever. 

The  immense increase which has taken place in this debt 
in later times, was occasioned,-not by endeavours to repeI 
aggressions from bands of ruthless invaders-not by exer- 
tions in the cause of civilisation and refinement-not by 
efforts to conquer tile powers of nature, ant1 make them 
subservient to the I~appinesu of man-but by the insane 
attempts of a despotic and ignorant British goverr~ment to 
arrest the march of mind, and Iceel) down the so111 of man, 
and the rising spirit of liberty. This government, how- 
erer, clesperatcly wicked and brutally depravecl as i t  was, 
arose spontaneously from our present social system--our 
system of classes with opposing interests: the atrocious 
acts perpetrated by this government resulted from its very 
constitution-from the  habits, opinions, and position in 
society of the men conlposing i t ;  and such detestable 
crimes, and the like profligate waste of money, have always 
resultednnd ever millinvariablyresult from every government 
so constituted-from every government arising from a part 
instead of a whole-from every government formed of and 
by rich men. 

Tlre truth of this assertion is not disproved by the pre- 
sent condition of the people of the United States, whose 
government 11as not yet committed sucll crimes against 
whole nations-who owe no debt-and who call themselves 



Republicans. T h e i r  position, and their  poverty in regar(1 
t o  men and money, have so far  saved them. B u t  i t  has 
already k e n  shewn, tlrat from t h e  very na ture  of tllings 
there  can llever be a t r u e  republic-there can never be 
equal r ights  and  equal laws-under t h e  present social 
aystem. T h i s  system itself-whatever may be t h e  form of 
government instituted a t  a n y  pnrticular time-has a n  
invariable and inevitable tendcncy to generate inequality 
of wealth, and therefore every other  desrription of 
inequality ; and mus t  sooner or later merge all republics 
into monarchies, o r  rlespotisms of some kind ,as all history 
y'roves to  11s. T h e  same mighty  principle of evil-inequality 
of vrealth in conr~ection with t h e  gradation of classes-has 
pervaded almost every nation ant1 every form of govern- 
m e n t  which has existed ; and t h e  same wrongs and miseries 
have ultimately befallen t h e  working class untler republics 
a s  under  mot~arcl~ies .  T h e  United States'  government, 
whatever i t  may be called, is, like t h a t  of Britain, t h c  
government of a class-the government of t h e  men of 
money;  arid there is no flagrant violation of justice-no 
wanton outrage upon t h e  r ~ g h t s  of man-which t h a t  
government does not permit  t o  be openly practised, hy i t s  
half-hatched aristocracy, upon t h e  two millions of enslavetl 
human beings in  the  republic ; nor does any  European 
war of aggression-any e f i r t  of a crowned despot t o  esta- 
blish man's supremacy over man-offer onc feature of 
injustice or outrage which is not likewise to  be beheld i n  
t h e  United States' war  of usurpation and extermitlation 
against t h e  aboriginal inhabitants of t h a t  portion of 
America. 

I n  addition t o  t h e  vast sums  which have been w r u n g  
from t h e  people of t h e  United Kingdom, and  wasted for 
such abominable purposes a s  t h e  destruction of human 
life and t h e  e n s l a v e m e ~ ~ t  of body and mind, we must  take 
into account t h e  blood spilled, t h e  tears  shed, t h e  hearts  
broken, throughout  t h e  enacting of the  long and dire tra- 
gedy. These form t h e  blackest and t h e  heaviest items in 
t h e  account of monarchical misrule. D u r i n g  the  last 
cen tury  or  two, there have been twenty-four wars between 
E n g l a n d  and France, twelve between England and Scot- 
land, e igh t  between England  and Spain, and seven 
between England  and other  natio~rs-in all, fifty-one ! 
T h e  ascertained amount of British money expended, dur ing  
tlte last s ix  g rea t  wars, is  as  folloa~s :- 
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£ 

1. ending 1697, cost .... .... 2. W a r  ending 1712, cost .... 3. W a r  ending 1737, cost .... 4. W a r  encling 1756, cost 
5. American W a r ,  177.5, cost . . 
6. W a r  from 3793 t o  1815 cost 

These sums, doubtless, fit11 far short of t h e  actual 
amount expendetl ; for t h e  real cost of war is  unkno~vn 
md nnapprrciable. Besides t h e  money t l ~ o s  sacrificed, 
tile number of lrurnan beings t h a t  perishe(1 c\urillg four of 
these wars have been t h u s  cs t i~na ted  :- 

J 100,000 s1;rin. 
W a r  cncling 1 6 9 7  ..-... 7 80.000 died of famine. 

I '  ....... W a r  ending 1756 .  250,000 slain. ........... W a r  of 1775. 200,000 slain. 
W a r  from 1 7 9 3  to 1815 , .  2,000,000 slain ! 

B u t  these wars l ~ a v c  cost other  nations mucl~ ,  as  \veil as  
the  people of tile United Iiinqdom. T h e  very last  long 
war, from 1793 to 1815,  bcsitles b u r t h e n i ~ ~ g  Bri tain to  t h e  
;unount of X850,000,000, cost :- £ .. 

.......................... Prance  G90,000,000 ......................... A u s t r i a .  220,000,000 ......... T h e  other  Sates  of Ellrope .1,012,000,000 ...... T h e  Uni ted  States  of Americtt 27,000,000 

Forming a total of X2,GS9,000,000--all ~vasted-all worse 
than wasted-by men calling tlremselres Cl~ristialls, for t h e  
l~~rposeofpl~~nderingaod destroyinpotllcr Cl~risti;ms! These 
vast numbers slain, ant1 this  inlrner~se ;\nlount of money lost, 
includes only thc  figllting men, and tile snrns spent by t h e  
several governments engaged. The  more innocent victims of 
t h e  demoniac spirit  of inequality-the fathers, ant1 mothers, 
and cliildren, amongst the  people of the  several countries, 
who perished by violence, and t h e  misery and want  inst.. 
parable from war-are not placed in t h e  accol~nt. The i r  
ruined homes, and plunilereil wealth, and bliglrted happi- 
ness, count as n o t l ~ i n g  in tile cost, wlletl despotism estimntes 
i t s  losses ! 

A l t h o u g l ~  most of these wars and crimes and losses may 



be ascribed to the  existence of t h e  rnonarcllical form of 
govcrnment, with i ts  irresponsibility and its NrigIlt 
divine," i t  mllst never be forgotten, when lve enumerate 
our  wrrongs and look for remedies, t h a t  t h e  monarchical 
form is t h e  natural  and spontaneous prorluction of t l ~ e  
present social system; antl that ,  thcrefcre, th i s  form can 
never be permanently altered, nor t h e  miseries and wrongs 
ml~icli  flow from i t  be escapctl from, unless the  parent  antl 
t l ~ c  cause-the system-be itself change(]. W e r e  all Europe 
t o  be revolutioniseil and rep~tblicanised to-morrow, and a n  
absolute ec~uality of mere governmental power t o  be 
established amorlgst t h e  people of tlle several States, s u c l ~  
equality ~vould totally tlisalq)e:u. hcfore t h e  end of twenty 
years. Society a t  large is t l ~ o r o ~ ~ g l ~ l y  i~nl)u&l nit11 t h c  ram- 
pant  spirit  of ineq~ral i ty  and csc l~ls i \~cncss- i~~cq~~al i ty  a l ~ d  
exclusivcncss in respect to  ~vorldly conilition,nntl etlucation, 
and caste-ant1 this  incqu:~lity and cscl~lsivcncss \r.ould 
spcc(li1y generate institutions agreeable to  their  own r~nture, 
and tlcstructive of a n y  political eq~la l i ty  \~,hicli miglit  be 
establishetl. His to ry  gives us  ten t l l o ~ ~ s a n d  damning proofs 
of the  inherent  corruption of t h e  system of inequality, in 
t h e  ultinlate subversion of all just  governmental 
institutions. 

Ti le  capitalists and economists tell us  t h a t  the  enormous 
taxes required to  support our  government fnll alike upon 
a!l classes of t h e  con~rnunity-upon t h e    real thy itller as  
well as  upon t h e  indtistrious procl~~cer-and that ,  in fact, 
t h e  riel1 capitalist pays a n iuc l~  greater  amount  than t h e  
worliing man. I f  tve lool<ed only a t  tile taxes pait1 by each 
class directly-witllout taking into consideration where 
these taxes come from, and n ~ h o  are t h e  persons t h a t  br ing 
them into existence-it certainly would appear ae if t l ~ e  
greater  weight fell upon t h e  rich man ; but  i t  is not i n  
th i s  nray t h a t  t h e  worliing rnan mus t  estimate his burthen. 
Wc have only t o  reg i rd  the first g rea t  condition olcproduc- 
tion-the creator of all ~ r e a l t h  and t h e  supporter of all taxa- 
tion-"That thereshall be labour,"-and we see a t  oncethat, 
so far  from thecapitalists and proprietors paying t h e  greatest 
amount  of taxes, t h e y  in rea!ity pa,y tzolhing ~ulrafever ! W e  
discover t h a t  t h e  productive classes, and t h e  productive 
classes only, pay t h e  whole amount. I f  a mati assist not in 
~)roduction, he can have nothiug of his onvz wherewith t o  
pay tzxes;  and therefore, altllough t h e  mere capitalists 

and  wealthy proprietors may pay certain sums t o  t h e  t a s -  
gatherer,  tlley pity then, only noa~iaally. T h e  money t h u s  
paid merely passes tlirorrgh tlieir 11ancls ; for, :IS tiley are  
xion-producers, i t  cool(l never justly belong t o  them ; and  
therefore i t  is a coniplete perversioll of l i i ~ ~ g ~ ~ a g e - a  gross 
falsity-to say t h a t  these men pay taxes, n hen they ]lave 
neither produced tllem, nor given any cql i i rale~l t  for them. 

U n d e r  t h e  l~rcsen t  social systeln, t h e  capitalist is placed 
in such a position, t h a t  no tax  ~ ~ l i a t c v e r ,  whether g rea t  or 
small, direct or indirect, can touch him. I I e  is ou t  of t h e  
reach of t a x ~ t i o ~ l  ; and he  iu so because h e  is beyorid t h e  
pale of protlr~ction. \\Thilc 11c continues to  bc a non-pro- 
tlucer, no property or incomc t a s  cnu p i n  anytllillg from 
Ilim. Sucll ~nocles of t asa t  ion \vo111tl ~ n c r c l y  compcl t h e  
ca1)italist to  disgorge ;t p:irt of t h e  \venltll 11 llicli ~ i n c q u a l  
e x c h a n ~ e s  ha(1 ~n; iblcd Ilim to o b t a i ~ ~  f r o ~ u  t h e  n.orl,ing 
man. ?he relief 1~11icl1 t h e  la t ter  \roultl obt:iin hy sucll 
ilisgorging, and by such a plan of raising t;lscs, 1v011lc1, 
however, be only apparent  ; for t h e  very positiou of t h e  
capitalist, as  tlie erclnsive lloltlcr of t h e  soil, as exclusive 
possessor of tlie national a c c ~ ~ m ~ l a t i o ~ ~ s ,  and as t h e  csclu- 
sive controller of t h e  lltbour of the  peol)lc, e~lables  him, by  
raising profits or lon.ering nragcs, t o  rciniburse l~iniself for 
ally loss whicll he  may suslain by means of taxation. An 
income or property t a s  ~ r o u l d  never actuillly make t h e  
clxss of capitalists one penny poorer, nor t h e  working class 
one penny richer, than  they are  a t  t h e  present moment. 
T h e  rich \\rould still maintain their  wealtll and their  supre- 
macy, and flourish, as  they now do, upon t h e  wrongs of 
t h e  \rorliii1g man. W e  never Iiad, ant1 never can have. 
any  possible methoil of coming a t  t h e  capit;llist, and  
uprooting t h e  poison t ree of his unl~allo~vecl donliniol~, b u t  
t h a t  of establishing the  great  lnms of UNIVERSAL ~ ~ A E O L J R  
and  EQUAL EXCIIANGES. This  is t h e  only brand 1111ich 
can s tay  tlieir llydra-l~eailed gro\r th  for ever ! 

Thus, when we go  t o  t h e  origin of t h e  n,ealth of t h e  
capitalist, and unmaslc t h e  transaction \vllicl~ takes place 
between him and t h e  working man, i t  is most pal l~ably 
apparent  that  t h e  whole enormous taxation of t h e  United 
Icingdom-the fifty millions of pounds sterling consumed 
by t h e  general government, as  \yell as  the Inany millions 
levied in  rates for t h e  support of t h e  various local gorern- 
ments-rests solely upon the  productive c1assc.s !-upon 



tllosc classes of lvbicl t h e  \vorl<ing man is  tile folilldation 
and tile supporter ! All t h e  lavisl~ enpea(l i t~ire  a ~ l d  profii- 
ga te  and shameless mastc ~ v l l i c l ~  lras ever cllaracteriscd t l ~ e  
Brilisll Government I)eyontl t h a t  of ally other  on tlie face 
of the  eartll, comes a t  once from t l ~ e  pocliets of t h e  pro. 
ductive classes-has been prodocetl through t h e  instru- 
mentality of their  Iicatls, antl bones, antl sincnrs; sn.1 pet 
t h e y  are  told t h a t  t l ~ e y  a re  not plnndcred-that t h e  
ljurtllen of taxation rests not  11poli tllem ! 'l'he prodncer 
once believet1 t h a t  this  gross f, a I sel~ooil was t h e  trntli-l~c 
was oncc ignorant t l ~ a t  t h e  1;lbour of his class created all 
~vealth-ant1 Ilc f o o I i s I ~ ~ ~  t I ~ o u g I ~ t  t11:tt the  t : ~ s c s  \r.I~icIl t h e  
capitalist a p p c a r ~ l  to  give I I ~ ,  were p:litl I)y him in reality. 
R u t  the  tl;~rlcrrcss of ignoralrcc 11:~s 11i~ssc:d it~vily from I~cforc 
tlle ~vorlting n~:ln-lrc: 11:~s fo1111t1 0111 I ~ o \ r  i t  con~cs  to pass 
t1l;tt some men a rc  r i c l ~  alrd somc poor, snmc men em- 
ployers antl somc employed-l~c lias discovcrccl llow 
11nec111al exchanges maltc t h e  gain of t h e  first to  I)c t h e  
loss of t h e  last;-and 11e no\rr srcs, by t h e  full glare of 
Reason's day-light, t h a t  all n~ealtll comes from him-that 
a11 taxes are pait1 I)y hint-that all t h e  iclleness and pomp 
and vainglory which oppresses and insults and defies him, 
is lnaintained in i ts  poll e r  and efficiency a t  his cost! 

Ncrc, then, is an ans\rrcr to  those I I ~ I I V  say t h a t  t h e  pro- 
d [~c t ive  classes are  not plundcrctl. I-Iere is it sum of fifty 
~nilliorls sterlirrg n~l r ic l~  tllc enemies of Labour ackno\r- 
ledge t h a t  they ycarl~r  receive for t h e  support of w11:ct they  
call :i " government ;" ; ~ n d  it 11as been pl*ovcd, upon prin- 
ciples which cannot I,e co~~trovcrtct l ,  t h a t  not one fkrthing 
of this money conics from t h e  IIOII-protluctivc callitalist 
and prol)rictor. Iie1.c is nearly one-sixtl~ of t h e  annual 
value of t h e  labour of a e rea t  n a t i o ~ ~  s~val lou~ed u p  11y i t s  
government ! I Ie re  is  &50,000~000 annually taken b y  
this government, tha t  th6  intlustrious l)co1)le ]nay be pro- 
tected from robhery !-1111ntlrcds of thousands of them 
slain, t h a t  tiley may live in peace and harmony !--every law 
of nature and of justice outraged, tha t  t l ~ e y  lnay ]ear11 
religion and morality ! 

Well  migllt t l~ousnnds an11 Ilrlntlrctls of t l~o~lsanrls  of t h e  
~)roduct ive classes of the  United Kingdom loo10 for relief, 
t o  an alteration in the  form of their government-well 
might  they view, arit11 envy, t h e  cco~~omical  system of tile 
United States, and sigh for a republic;-and to a revolu- 

tion, the  est3hlisI1nlent of a similar republic in  tile 
Uni ted  I<ingdoni, tile long-entlurcd opl)rcssio~l and increas- 
in, misery tile srorI{iag d;lsses alust  soon i~ievi tably . 
lead us, had we not another antl a better end in view. il 

change in tlie forni of tile British Governnient-a cllauge 
from a Ilercditary and irresponsible dynasty to  t h a t  elec- 
tive and representntive form called :I republic-~~ol~l( l  
apparently save t h e  protfnctive c1:tsses a few millions ster- 
l ing  per  31111,1111; btlt they  I~nve  ;L far mightier object 
\vitllin their grasp than the  acco1ill)lisI111i~l\t of it sinlple 
governn~e~lt;tl  c11;11iee a.' . for cx l~er ie~ ice  l ~ a s  tnngltt  then1 
that ,  untler tile e s i s t ~ l r g  soci:il system, no for111 of gorern- 
incnt c;ln long rc111:riu dfectivc of gooti to  the  pcot~le. 

It is no\v, tllcn, no 1o11gcr :L clticstio11 I)ct\r.cc~l t11c g o ~ c r ~ l c d  
nlltl tlle governors-110 l o ~ ~ g c r  :HI ;tft:.~ir 111c.rt.1y of ~ ~ o ~ ~ t l t l s ,  
sl~illings, antl pence ; brlt t l ~ c  presclit is  n ~ n a t t c r  bct \ rce~i  
man and man-it is ;L q ~ ~ e s t i o t i  of j t~st ice or iujustice, of 
equ;tlity or inequalit); of cx;titntion or t1cgrxd:ition-it is, 
t o  t h e  working man, a qi~cstion of life or cleat11 ! A more- 
ment  amongst t h e  masses of tlie United Kiugdom mill 
inevitably take place-upon the  objects of tllat moremerit 
mill depend i ts  success a s  a means, and i ts  value as  a n  end. 
T h e  subversion of a social s!.stem, i t  will be s l l e \~~n ,  wherl 
determined upon by a people, is  as  easy a matter  as  t h e  
subversion of a governnlent ;-and, hnving tlle t r u e  \i7rong 
and t h e  t r u e  remedy before them, t h e  prociuctive classes 
surely will not, by at tempting to obtain rt p:lrt ra ther  than 
t h e  ~vhole, re-fasten the  chains \rliicll arc  fdlling from 
them, nor entlurc in  perpetuity tlle ncc~~un~~la tec \  ills and 
wrongs which their  cl:~ss llave sustai~letl  since tlrc com- 
mencement of civilization. Wit11 less tllan a social chnnge, 
t h e  blood and t h e  tears of t h e  toil-~vorn will be for ever 
d r u n k  up, wit11 s searing :nid colisl~lliir~g fire, fro111 t h e  
golden altars of " CAPITAL." T h e r e  \rill on t l ~ c  side of 
tile las t  be no remorse-there can for t l ~ c  lniseries of the 
first be no relief. 

It is  the  common practice of t h e  self-styled wise txen of 
all generations, to  declaim a p i n s t  any cllanges which ;ire 
above their  own sl~allo\v comprehension, or \vllicl~ es tcnd  
beyond t h e  contly~ctctl circle of tllenlsclves and tl~eil.  class. 
Such persons apl>c:tr to  ]lave no idea t11at t h e  world can go, 
in  after times, any \tray tIiffercnt to  what i t  went a t  the 
1)rccisc time they existed. l'11c past is a blank t o  tltem, 
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and therefore tile fu ture  is as  a sesled boo]<. T o  such men, 
everything th:lt Irappens to  be fartlrcr from their eyes tllan 
t h e  elltls of their  O\Vn noses, is  " ~ ~ i s i o n ~ ~ ~ " - ~ ~ ~ ~ y t ] ~ i ~ ~  
which tlley will not set  tlremselves to  perform, is unaccoln- 
plishable by otlrers. Tlrerc arc  many ' of these mental 
blinhards a t  t h e  prcscnt (lay ; and any man who ilares b u t  
to  I~ope  that  tlre soils of labour slrnll not n1rr.nq.s beopprcssetl 
and enslavetl-that men will not al\rl;lys be cotnpclled, by  
circunrstnnces, t o  Irate ant1 injure e:lch otlrer-that wars 
slrall ce:isc, antl nrarrkintl t l~r~cl l  togrtlrer in Irarmony,-any 
man wlro tlarcs t h u s  to  hope tlrat a brighter and n better 
day  is corning, is tllc most vision:l~.y of all  visionaries ! 
Tlre terrrrs love, atitl charity, ilntl mori~lity, imply-if inter- 
preted 1)y t h e  acts of tlrcse witlc-nroutl~ctl i~rrtl n:krrow- 
ril~l)c(l scrcarncrs :rg~ilrht inr)ov;rti~)~~-r~ot tlrings to  be fvlt, 
ant1 pr;~ctisctl, a r~ t l  enjoyetl, I)ut certain effete ant1 i~rc:orn- 
prehcnsible csscrrces, to  be prcaclrctl allout in  pulpi t  ant1 
pl;~tforrn Irarat~gr~cs for tlrc edification of tllc poor ant! tlre 
opprcss"c1. 

Gcneratcil by  t h e  j'rcsent system, and fat tening nn i t s  
col.ruptions, we never tint1 t l ~ c s e  scorners of good nien anc1 
good \r.orlis t o  be in poverty-me never find them Ironour- 
ably ant1 laboriously er~gnged in tlie production of \veaItl~- 
but,  lilic t h e  scltrn ~ r p o n  tlrc boiling pot, they  dance upon 
tire slrrfac(> of society-they a re  ever well t o  do in tlie 
~vorltl-a11s;tys on tlrc rv;ttcl~ for ' l  profit." T h e  v o c a t i o ~ ~  of 
s u c l ~  lncn is, to  buy cheap :tnd sell clear-to nccumulatc 
\r,caItIr by ~ l n j ~ i s t  autl nnequ:ll csclrange~-to batten upon 
tile f rui ts  of tlre \rorlcmarr's toil. T l ~ e s e  drivellers loudly 
inc.uIcatc the  practicc of mori~l i ty  and v i r tue ;  but, 
a l t l ~ o u ~ i r  they see vice and misery ovcrspreatling tlie wliole 
c a r t l ~ ,  a~rt l  every moral inj~inctioti  unlreeded and unfi~l-  
fiiIet1,-these self-justifietl Plriirisees will themselves do 
notlling towartls accoml>lisliing t h e  end ~vliiclr t l ~ c y  $0 

often profess t o  have in view. 011 tlrc contrary, tliey a rc  
~ ) e r ~ ) e t u a l l y  sl)orlting forth their  frotlry arrtl unnie;lning 
gabble egnirrst nII itinor-:ttors and all c11:llrges. T h e  nrorltl 
,nust wait tlreir I)itldirrg to  move forlvartl, or they hiss ant1 . . scream !~l;c frigl~tcnetl geese. 

Tlre irrjllnctio~rs antl precepts of religion and morality 
arc  intc~rtlctl as r ~ l l c s  for human gllitlancc, or they a rc  rrot : 
i f  they be not sn intcntlctl, ant1 are  n o  nrorc than tlrc tlis- 
tcmpcred r:~vings of some et~thusiast ic  visionary, ~ v c  can a t  

any  time lay  tlleln aside ; b u t  if tlrey are  intended to be 
fulfilled ant1 abided by, and rre find t h a t  our  present social 
system u t te r ly  I ) r e ~ l ~ l d e s  sue11 fulfil~iicat, tlle1l a re  men 
bound t o  alter th i s  system, auil t o  institllte sucli social 
arrangements as  will enable them t o  carry out, to  t h e  
frlllest extent,  those important  L e t  those w'ho 
uplrold tlrc present system s b e ~ r ,  if tliey can, tl iat it is 
impossible for liarnan beings to  dwell together more liar. 
moniously tlran they do a t  prcse~rt-that tlrcre will continue 
t o  be t h e  same incc11ti1.e~ t o  vice nnil ill-\rill a s  there now 
are, if men cstablisll a system \vliicli will guarantee equal 
riglits, 1)y enforcing eqr~a l  tlutics. W e  can show tliosc n7lro 
will not Ire:lr of social cl~angcs-all history !rill prove to 
tlrcrn-tliat tlrc social iristitutioris of luali II:LVC I~i t l lcr to  . - 
been inconlpntiblc \\,it11 tile esistcncc of crlrr:~! riglits, or 
c l~ar i ty ,  or ~nornlity, or t r n e  u n i t y ;  :uid if tliese tlrings 
are  necessary to  our happiness, then  inust  we, as  rat ior~al  
beings, escl~etv all inst i tut iol~s and niodes of action tliat 
are  subversive of so niany tlrings essential t o  human hap- 
piness. . 



CIIAPTER VI. 

THE SOCIAL I3URTIIENS OF TIIE JVORICING CLASS OF 
TIIE UNITED I<INGDOJf. 

A coh'srDEnnTIoN of the  nature of ~ve:iltlr, and of the  
conditions necessary t o  i ts  creatioll, 11:~s s l r e w ~ ~  us  t h a t  tllc 
\vholc :tcc~ct~lulated t:lxntion of t l ~ c  cmlrirc rests entirely 
upon tllc protlrtctivc cl;lsses ; t h : ~ t  i t  is thus  lr~aclc to  rest  
upon t l~crn  tlrrougt~ the  instr~tmental i ty  of t h e  present 
system of unequal exchanges; antl a fur thcr  consideration 
will prove the  t ru th  of t h e  asscrtio~l n~llicll has bcen made, 
t h a t  this  taxation, g rea t  as i t  is  confessetl to  be, sinlrs into 
insignificance when compsred ~vi t l t  t h e  o t l ~ e r  penlniary 
burthens a~llicll  t h e  prescut soci;~I system compels t h e  
productire classes to  sustain. 

W e  ~rrill now, then, bring into view, and place in t h e  
accourlt of their  losses, t h a t  intlirect antl allnost unseerl' 
transfer of wealth from t h e  ~vorlting class t o  t h e  capitalist, 
\vllicl~ is llourly takittg place t l l r o ~ ~ g h  tlrc instrumcnt:ility 
of t11;it s:ttne accursetl sys tc~n  of unccju;tl c sc l~anges  ~ s l ~ i c l l  
makes t h e  former he:lr all t h e  goverrlmel~tiil burt l~cns.  
W e  h:irc no correct returns for this  part of Labour's out- 
goings. T h e  account nroulcl be too st:irtlir~g, too astounc!, 
i ~ l g ,  too destructive of every civil institution I I O ~ I ~  existing, 
to be given by any  government a r i s i r~g  from, and es i s t ing  
in connection u ith, t h e  preselnt soci:rl system. A l t l ~ o n g h  
i t  may not be possible t o  as rc r ta i~ l  precisely t h e  sum ~ r l ~ i c h  
i s  t l ~ u s  ahstractecl from t h e  \vorliing clilsseq we may 
iipprosimate suficiet~t ly near the  t ru th  t o  form a j u s t  
conception of the  magnitude of the  \s7rongs inllictcd upon 
t!~crn; ant1 we shall a t  the  s;Ilnc tirnc pcrceirre, more 
c:le:irly, t h e  u t te r  fatuity of expecting pcrrt~allcnt relief 
from any change short of an cntire cl~alrge of system. 

,4s a first s tep t o  t h e  calcnl;~tion, we \trill suppose t h e  
population of the  Unitr t l  I<i~lgdom of Grea t  Britain antl 
IreIantl t o  be, in  roul~t l  numbers, 25,000,000 of hunla l~  
beings. All  these intlividt~als m u s t  be fctl, clotlretl, ant1 
housed in some way or other-they all ~na l te  ;L perpctr~;ll 
call upon t l ~ c  material of subsistence, whether  they labour 
or not, antl mllcther muclt or li t t le is produced by those 
\\rho pcrforrn t h e  lahour. Solne of t l ~ e m ,  perha~)s ,  cou- 
sume and  wwstc tlreir tllous;u~tfs of poutltls sterling a Ycilr, 
ir.hilst o t l ~ e r s  starve upon ;is nlarly tl~ousantl peunics. 13ut 
i f  ~ v c  tal,e cvc1.y t11i11g into co~~si t lcr ; l t iot l - t l~~~ co1111)ar:t- 
t ive nrlmbcl-s of r i r l ~  ;lud poor, t h e  price of food ant1 
clotlrilrg, ar~cl t h e  ~ r n ~ n b c r  of cl~iltlren-we 111ay s;lfelj., for 
tllc sa!<c of data, es t im;~tc  tlle elltire nl:linten;~uce of t h e  
t \ ~ c r ~ t y - f i r c  nlillions of I,col~le to  1)e \rnrtlr, on tile aver;igt>, 
i t t  least 513 pcr 11c;ttl ; I I I I I I I ; L ~ ~ ~ .  T h i s  gives &375,000,000 
as t h e  yc,trly v :~ l~ tc  of tllc ~n:iiutcn:ulcc of t l ~ c  u l ~ o l c  
people of' tl~c* Uttitctl l i i ~ ~ g t l o t r ~ .  T\'c [lo ~ ~ o t ,  Ilo~\cver, 
cunploy ollrsclves inclcly in I ) ro t l~ lc i~ lg  ;lrticlcs of subsi5t- 
ence, for our l a l~our  crcntc>, lilie\risc, lnnnp unconsunlilblc 
;rrtitlrs. W c  every  ye;^ ;it111 to  our  stock of' accurnulatiol~o, 
or capital, by increilsiug the  number of otrr I to~~ses ,  ships, 
implements, machines, rcatls, ; ~ r l t l  otller nssistarlts to  fur- 
ther  prod~rction, besides nlal,ing goocl all wear and teltr. 
T l ~ u s ,  a l t h o ~ l g l ~  our  s ~ ~ b s i b t c ~ ~ c e  may be wort11 bn t  three 
llur~tlred and seventy-fi ve nlillions sterling a year, the  total 
annual value of tlre \r'enltll crc.atecl by t h e  people of t h e  
Uni ted  I<ingdon~ mill not be less t11ari five lluutlrctl mil- 
lions sterling. A near approsilnation t o  this  result Iias 
been given at vsrious times, and by diifcrcrlt persous; and, 
in t h e  present s ta te  of statistics, i t  i s  perhaps :IS near the  
tr11t.11 as we can arrive. 

T h i s  vast amount of ~ r e a l t l ~ ,  l e t  i t  be borne in n~int l ,  is 
not created by tlrc labour of every inctividual comprisetl ill 
tile twenty-five millions of inl~itbitants. T l ~ c  11;llf of th i s  
nuln~bcr are  females; and of t h e  remaining half, snme a re  
too old to  morlc, some too young, some too lazy, and some 
cannot g e t  work t o  do ; so t h a t  nre cannot ciilculate upon 
having ; ~ b o ~ e  one-fourth of our  population, or about six 
rnillions of men-that is, tllose between the  ages of four- 
teen ant1 fifty-as cfcctivc protluccrs. O f  th i s  nutnber, 
Itowever. scitrccly Iive tnillions can be said, under t h e  
1)resent a r rangemc~l t s  of society, t o  assist in  production; 
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for thousalltls of able-boilietl met1 ill Great  Britain a re  
colllpclle(l to  s tand idle while tile \vorlr \vllic}l tlley ollght 
t o  do is being ~)crfortnetl ' 3 ~  lvomelt and cllil(lren ; and 
hon(Irc(1s of tllousands of men in Ireland can ol)tain n o  
employment v~hatever .  T l t r ~ s  less titan five nliljions of 
meu, assistetl IJY a f ~ \ v  thousands of women ant1 children, 
h a r e  not  only t o  create protl~tce for t h e  c o n s ~ ~ m p t i o n  of 
tl~cmselves and fan~ilics, bu t  liliervise for tile lvltole mass of 
willing ant1 un~vi l l ing  itllers, an(\ unprofital)le l a b o ~ ~ r e r s  of 
every tfcscription, :~n tou~l t ing  in t h e  aggregate to  twenty- 
five millions of I l ~ ~ n ~ a n  beings. 

I f  we \c-cro wit l~ol l t  t h e  vast :tccritn~~lations of m a c l l i r ~ e r ~  
of various l t i t~ds which I\-c possess, society wortltl not be 
i n  t h e  s tate  in which i t  now is. There  ~voultl n c i t l ~ c r  I)c 
so ntany riclt nor so nl;lny poor: for t h c  present nlttrtbcr 
of ivorliing tncn, if ~ l r~ass i s tcd  by t t ~ a c l ~ i t ~ e r y ,  coultl ]lot 
support  ~ I I C ~ S C ~ V C S  and the  prcs(l11t n ~ ~ n i h c r  of itllcrs and 
unl~rofitahle l;lhol~rcrs in t h e  nranncr in \vlticl~ all arc  now 
sup~~)r t ( : ( J .  'l'J~c ; i g r i c ~ ~ l t ~ ~ r : ~ l  at)11 ~ t ) : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f ; i c t ~ l r i r ] ~  milchi- 
nery  of every l i i~ ld  \~rlticll \re b r i ~ ~ g  t o  our  aid in t I ~ e  
husiness of production, has bee11 cotrrpr~tctl to pcrfortn t h e  
1;ibour of allout one hundrcti ntillions of efkctivc Inen. It 
is  th i s  g ian t  auxiliary t h a t  has assistctl 11s to repair t h e  
vast losses whic l~  nrc 11:tve sulfcrcct by the  \vastefr~l antl 
a l ~ n o s t  incessant wars in a r l ~ i c l ~  a rc  I ~ a v e  bee11 engaged : i t  
i s  th i s  mighty power \vhicIr en:lbles t h e  productive classes 
of Rr i ta ia  t o  create :in : m ~ o ~ ~ n t  of r,c:dtb adeqllate t o  sup- , 
por t  tlre cnorlnous drain which is perpetually t n k i l ~ g  place 
upon them : i t  is this  gigantic i r~str~lrnert t  of good or  evil 
- this  tnacltincry-ancl i ts  aj)pliciltion untler t h e  present 

system, which has generatetl t h e  l ~ u ~ t t l r e d s  of tlrousantls of 
itllers ant1 livers on profit \vho now press t h e  working class 
in to  t h e  earth. 

T h u s  nlachinery contains within itself both x bane and 
a n  antidote ; for ~vhi le  i t  has, nlore tllan any  otller thing, 
been a means of bringing about the  present social crisis, i t  
has  a t  t h e  same t ime opened a pat11 by which every 
iniioretl  ant1 e v e r r  tl~reatcnetl evil may be escapetl from. 
T h e  present c o n s t i t u t i o ~ ~  of society has been fertilizetl by 
machinery, antl by 1nac11ine.r~ will i t  be destroyed. The 
stcan]-engine, altltouglt i t  creates \realth, has  nothing t o  
do mith tlte application or approl~riation of i t  ; and what- 
ever Inay be t h e  ineclunlity of cotitlition a n d  the suffering 

generated by t h e  operation of th i s  g rea t  poirer, tllc power 
itself is  not accor~ntable for sucll things, and i t s  destruc- 
tiotl woulil not be t h e  t r u e  remedy. 'I'l~e lu:~chioery itself 
i s  good-is indispensable ; i t  is t i le application of it-the 
circumstance of i t s  being possessed by i t rdir iduds instead 
of by  t h e  nation-that 1s bad. S o  long as  n iac l~ i~ le ry  i s  
t h u s  exclnsively possessed by individuals anrl classes, i t s  
advantages will be partially enjoyetl-it \rill be  a curse 
rather  than a blessing t o  tllosc classes of t h e  cclmmutiity 
bv wltom i t  is  not ~~ossessetl ; for i t  dooms them to be t h e  
- J  

slaves ant1 tlte pref of their fcllo\rs. 
It is t h e  grc;it ob.ject of tn:ln, ill all states of society, to  

obtxin t h e  grcatcst possible n u l ~ o ~ u ~ t  of e t~ joymcut  wit11 t h e  
least possiblc. pain : ~ n d  l ;~\)our  t o  I~itiiscll'; i l ~ ~ d  e v c r y t l t i ~ ~ ~  
\rllicl~ helps l ~ i n ~  t o  attail1 t l ~ i s  ettrl, I I I I I S ~  of itself I)c gootl. 
O f  all tltc :~ssisti~nts, IIC)\~CVCT, \~llic11 IIIII~~;III  inge1111ity hils 
yet  called into existence, none a rc  so i ~ r ~ l o r t a s t  ;IS tltosa 
contriv;~nccs \vl~it:l~ coml)eI [ire ; ~ n d  \v:~tcr, ant\ \roocl ;i11(1 
iron, t o  (lo t l ~ c  \ ~ o r l i  of Itr1111:ln 1)o11cs :11111 I I ~ I I S C ~ ~ \ S .  T h e  

present porcbrty of t h e  ~vorl;ing e b s s  arises, not from t h e  
fact t11:~t tlteir Ia l~our  is  s ~ t ~ c r s e d e t l  1,y macl~incry, b u t  
from t h e  circ~lnrstat~ce tllat t~ear ly  t l ~ c  wllule of tlrc n'ealtll 
created by t h e  n~achincry  is  swnllo\rcd up by t h e  mpa- 
cious nristocr;~cy of t h e  hall p : t r l o ~ ~ r  ; ~ u d  the  mill counting- 
I~onse. 

T h e  five nrillions of men already enu~ncra ted  as  assisting 
in production, \vill include all w l ~ o  labour l i t t le  or nruc11- 
t h e  actual distributors as  well as  t h e  procluccrs-:ill those 
who can be said to  yield society any equivalent for t h e  
benefits they  receive. Some of tlrese persons do not worlc 
tive hours a day, while ot l~ers ,  again, toil on for fifteen 
Ilorirs ; and wlten t o  th i s  is  ailded t h e  t ime lost by t h e  
conlp~llsory idleness of gre:~t n u ~ n b c r s  in times of depres- 
sion i n  trade, it will be found t h a t  our  a r ~ n ~ ~ a l  p rod l~c t io t~  
is created antl distributed by less tl1~11 one-tiftl~ of t h e  
comm~unity, I I working, on t h e  average, ten hours  a d:y. 

I l l u s  i t  appears t h a t  tltere a re  nearly one  nill lion of 
able-bodied men who d o  nothing to\vards t h e  pror111ctio11 or 
proper dis t r ibut iot~ of wealth,-comprising lnnded pro- 
prietors, large c;~pitalists,  soldiers, &c. B u t  if me suppose 
t h a t  t h e  wea l t l~y  non-prodnccrs of every description, wit11 
their  families, and dependents, amount only to ta ro  mil- 
lions of persons, ye t  th i s  number alone \vould cost t h e  



working classes f30,000,000 nnnr~ally, if tlreir mainten- 
:~nce  \r7cre averaged, lilLc t h a t  of t h e  latter, a t  £15 per  
I~catl. B u t  i t  so happens, t h a t  the  great  botlv of t l ~ c s c  
~ ~ o n - ~ ) r o d ~ l c e r s  belong to rrllat is tenned t h e  '. i r ~ d e ~ e l ~ d e n t "  
onler-that t l ~ y  \vaste, or colis~rme tmprofitiibl): a g rea t  
par t  of the ~ o n \ ~ c n i e n c c s  and tre;vly all the  Iasurics  \ ~ h i c l ~  
the  toils of the  ~ror l i ing  cl:~sscs llro(lac.e; tlrereforc, upor, 
t h e  most moderate cornput;~tiotr their  rnair~tcrt:incc r t 9 i l l  
cost not  less than £50 per  Ircnd. Tlris gives n to t ;~ l  of 
~ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  ;is t h e  anr~ltal cost of tlre tnrrc tlrones of 
society-tlre ut ter ly nnl)rotluctivc, ant1 \tortlrlcss, e i t l ~ c r  
in res11cc.t t o  orrr:itrterrt or IISC ! 

It is it1 th i s  manner, a r~ t l  on t11i.i prinril,lc, t h : ~ t  t l ~ l *  
ivo!.liing cl;~s<cs mus t  estimate t l ~ r i r  b u r t l ~ e ~ ~ s .  I Ic rc  i t  
is  : ~ t  once srScn, t11:~t t h c  rncre itllers of t h e  conrn~rtnity 
:innually absorb a n  arnotlrtt of nc:~lth, above dotlhle t h a t  of 
t h e  wl101e govc~~nmerrtal t;rtation of t h e  clnl)ire ! A I I ~  t l ~ c  
cornmon sense of rvcry ~ I : I I I  will a t  oncc tell Irin~, tl~;rt, 
under  t l ~ c  present itrr;ingcmetlts of societv. no ch;unge of 
government-no political polrJer possessed i,y t l ~ e  11,orking 
celass--co~lld save tllem this sum. It ~vould be taken from 
tltem jrtst t h e  same untlcr arl eronon~ical republic a s  i t  is 
under  a proflignte monarcf~y. 

I t  has becr~ lait1 down as  a principle, recommended by 
reason and sanctionetl by justice, t h a t  nll those urho pcr- 
form equal labour slroultl receive at1 q u a !  rev nrd. I t  is 
only by act ing upon this p r i ~ ~ c i l ) l e  t h a t  the  present order 
of things cat) hc done a r w y  n i t h ,  and equality of r ights  
he estal~lislred ant1 enjoyed. Under  present arr;~ngcnnc~nts, 
lro\cever, t l ~ c  reward is greatest \r here the  l ;~l)o~lr  is least ; 
and of t h e  five millions of merl ellgaged in production and 
distribution in t h e  United I i ingt lo~n,  t h e  r c n , u n ~ r ; ~ t i o l ~  is 
as unequally and as  unjustly besto~red as  it is possible for 
i t  t o  be. T l ~ u s ,  irr estimating their losses undr r  tlte p rese t~ t  
system, t h e  ivorlting class must  pu t  into t h e  :~ccount,- 
not  only t h e  hole expense of tl ,cgcne~.al alrtl local govern- 
ment, amounting to a t  least t h e  arrnud surn of fG0,000,000 
-11ot only t l ~ c  cost of t h e  n e a l t l ~ y  tlrones, and idlers. ant1 
unproductive lat)ourers, amount i~rg  to  t h e  atrnual sum of 
£100,000,000-but 1ike11.i~~ tlre double and quadruple 
allo\r.ance received by the  v;irior~s classes of stnall prolrric- 
tors, manuf:tcturers, ant1 tratlesmcn, in t h e  sltape of profit 
and interest. Upon the  most n~otlerate computation, t h e  

sllxre of \re$tll enjoyed by this extensire portin. 0: tllc 
c01111,lunity \\rill ; t t s o t ~ ~ ~ t  t o  I I O L  less tb;m &140,000,00(1 
;~nr l~ ;d lg ,  rjGovc f ] ~  nucrrilc o f  r u h a ~ !  is received 4 0s erjll(fl 
,lumber of t j i c  p i d  L!f t h e  ~~!orl i ing clnss. 'I'lltls, itlong 
\\,itll g,)vcrnlncut, tile t\ro classes c~f itllers and livers 011 
~)rofit-col~llrisin,R, p c r l ~ ; ~ p s ,  one-ft~rrrtb of the  elltire p(>l)u- 
i;ltion--nbsorb n))out &300,000,000 ~nnuall!~, or allove one- 
Ilalf of tile elltire \pealtI~ I)ro[ lu~cd!  This is  tllc g r e t ~ t  \rrollg 
-ilLis is the  evil for 1, llicll t h e  \rrorhing clits~es iIrallt Ll 
remctly-tlLis is tlrc secret encrny t11:rt d e v o ~ ~ r s  them. 

111 t i lc  rnriolls snllls ;~l ld  t r ~ ~ t ~ ~ b e r s  11ere ~ l l ~ l l t i ~ l l ~ l ~ ,  IlOI!e 
;,re sllI>I)O~C(I to  1111 pr~cibely correct, for \re ilave fc\i  diifi!, 
c sccp t  t)losc f,lrliisllctl 1)). o i ~ s c r v i ~ t i o ~ ~  iurtl e s l ~ i ~ r i c r ~ c c ,  
 fro^^^ ~ilriclr c :~lr l t l :~t iot~s C ; ~ I I  Ire n~ildc. A S  il  \I I I O ~ C ,  tlrcy 
111:ry be grc;ltcr o r  Icsj ; 1)11t, as lr:~rts, t l ~ c y  n.il1 hear :1bo11t 
t I ~ e  same nr,ltu;1I relati011 ;is is Irere assigned tlrcm. T l ~ e y  
a re  but esaunl) l~s of tlie 11 or l i i t~g of the prcscut sys ten~  of 
unerl11:~l cxc1~i~nges, i~n( l  s11e\v tile ~ t t e r  irrlltility of simplt: 
governnlellt;ll cll;illges i l l  nllc\i;lti~rg 1rr1rtlreus inscl,:lrabIy 
conuectcd \r.ith tile social sybte~n. The present nrrallge- 
meuts of society, tlrereforc, i t  is  plaiidy seen, cost t l ~ e  \rorlt- 
ing  classes, in taxes to  gc~re~ .nmcnt  and in rent  and profit t o  
~woprietors  nntl capitalists, tlrc enortnous annual sum of 
&300,000,000 sterling, \rhic.lr is an average loss of above 
£50  per he;lc\ to  every \rorhing  nun in the  e ~ n p i r e  !-'Illis 
leaves no more tlra~i i ~ n  aver;ig:-e of aborlt $11 per Ilearl per  
;Innurn, t o  be divided amongst tlre ren~nin ing  three-fourtl~s 
of t h e  nation. From calcrllrltiolla made i n  1815, i t  ap- 
lrews tlrat tllc asnoid iacotoe of tlre \vl~ole people of t h e  
United I<ingdorn n~nountetl  t o  about £430,000,000 ; of 
~v l~ ic l r  tllc n~orliing class reccit ed E99,742,547, and t h e  
rent, pension, ant1 profit class L:330,77t1,825 ! l ' l ~ e  rr-hole 
prol'erty in t h e  country was a t  the  s:Lme time c:tlculated 
to  be n-orth nc:u*ly tlrrec t l ~ o u s a ~ ~ d  nlillions of 
sterling. 

Tlrere is, perhaps, scarcely one man in the United King-  
rlonr \rho is  ignor:urt of t h e  Eict, tlriit there are  Inany ~ I I I I I -  

dred itllers it] tile c o u t ~ t r ~  \oho receive £10,000 or 8 2 0 , 0 0 0  
n year in m l i t  arc  caflcd rents  and profits. For  these 

sums, no equivalent is renilcred to  society a t  large; b u t  
this  money is cs;~ctet l  by  suntlry pro~)rictors, I~cciiuse cer- 
tain persons occrlpy 11ouscs or gro\rr corn upon 1;rncls which 
these non-proclucers tell us  belong t o  tl~em. l i r e  l ~ a v e  01- 
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ready seen, from a consitlelxtion of the  conditions connectc(l 
with tllese possessioss, tha t  t I ~ e  capit;tiists m(1 proprietors, 
as  sllcll, h:ive 110 clai111 t o  thcln-th;ct they never I)ro(luccd 
eitller the  lands or t h e  houses, nor gave a n y  real eclrliva- 
lent for tlwtn-but tha t  these ~~ossessions t r r ~ l p  ant1 justly 
belong to t h e  nation as a whole. Notmitllst:~nding, I~ow- 
ever, t h e  gross wrong conlniittetl 1111011 t h e  productive 
classes, the  capitalists alltl 1)roprictors 11:lvc hitlrcrto received 
th i s  nioncy almost ~lnq~lcstionetl.  J3ut i t  has 11ecn per- 
ceived by them, t h a t  t h e  1)resent fr:tutlule~rt system coultl 
~ ~ o t  al~rlays go on u n e s a u ~ i ~ ~ e ~ l - t h : ~ t  t l ~ c  insuffer:tblc t ~ u r -  
t l ~ e n s  s ~ ~ s t a i ~ ~ e d  by tlre ~ ~ ' o r j i i t ~ g  ~ R S S  JVOIII(I I)c ce r t i i i~~ ,  
sootler, or l:ttcr, t o  incite t l ~ c l n  to  illcluirc ti1l1:~t bcc:une of 
t h e  vast amount of ~ r ~ c a l t l ~  ;~nr t~~: t l ly  tlri~rr711 fro111 t l~cm- 
:tnd t11:tt t l ~ c y  \vot~ld set ubottt c l o i s i r ~ g  rc~nctlics. Tl tc  
capitalist, t l~creforc, and t h e  livers on re111 anti profit- 
ever re;tdy to escuse tllcir rapacity, and m;~intain tllenl- 
helves in n,ealtl~ a t ~ t l  itllcncss a t  t l ~ c  c.ultcnsc of tltc rvor l i i~~g  
(:lass--llavc cntlenvoure(1 to  rcndcr to t h e  la t ter  an account 
of their  stewartlship, t h a t  t h e  plundcretl l n i g l ~ t  not t ro~lb le  
them~elves  by inquiring into t h e  sul~ject .  T o  this  end, 
they  tell us t11:tt i t  is  ! ~ t t c r l p  in~possible for a n y  int1ividu;~l 
t o  consume E10,000 or C20,000 a year;  and t l ls t  of t h e  
s u m  so re(-eived I)y any itllcr, il very srnall portion olily is  
consl~rnetl by hitnself a ~ ~ d  fiirnily-tlre r c n ~ ; ~ i n d e r  being 
employetl in settirlg 1al)our in nlotion, :tnd thrls assisting 
in  fur ther  production ; so that,  in rc;ility, the  r i c l ~  and idle 
ctpitalist  ant/ propvictor are  of grcat  /)enelit to society, 
because tlrcy fulfil t h e  tluties of distributors! T~I I IS ,  t h e  
atlvocatcs for esorbi tant  individual 1vcalt11 : ~ l d  i l 1 ~ ~ ~ 1 1 R l i t ~  
of condition entlcavour to  mnl;e i t  appear, t h a t  the  a c t ~ l a l  
loss to  t h e  ~ror l i ing  p l r t  of t h e  c o m m ~ ~ r ~ i t y ,  ljv these rich 
idlers, is only j n s t  so niuch a s  tlle indivitlualk themselves 
consume-not t h e  ~ ~ ~ l i o l e  of £20,000 a11icl1 they yearly 
receive and sperld. Admi t t ing  this to  be t l ~ e  c:tsc, t h e  loss 
t o  t h e  \!.orking class will still a ~ n o u ~ l t  annually t o  t h e  
£100,000,000 before s tated;  for the  loss is  occasio~letl by 
t h e  unprofitable employment nut1 t h e  ~ v a s t e  of labour 
which these idlers cause, as  \veil as  by their mere m iunterl- ' 

ance. T h e  man of f20 ,000  a year will lice11 his servants, 
horses, dogs, and other  incornhrances. none of rvhiclt- 
a l thougl~  all of them rnsy u,orb-yieltl ally actual service 
to  tllc c o m r n u ~ ~ i t y  a t  large:  they ;\re not engaged in t h c  

busilless of procluction, nor a rc  they advallcing, iu all). 
J ~ R J T ,  t h e  illterests of society : they give no protitable la- 
bour in  eXch;~ngc for t h e  maintenance t l ~ e y  receive; ant1 
tllereforc their  consrltn~)tion, as  \re11 ;IS t h a t  of their  em- 
ployer, t h e  itllcr, is a tleacl loss to t h e  producing community. 

T h e r e  a re  many, even amongst t h e  ~ r o r l i i ~ ~ g  class, who 
still tl~inlc, as they havc been taught  t o  t l ~ i ~ ~ l i ,  t h a t  these 
rc  i ~ ~ ( l ~ ~ ) ~ ~ t l e n t "  itllcrs are  n g rea t  blessing to t h e  conlmu- 
nity. " Loolc," cry t l ~ e s e  belriglltetl men, " how liorti So. 
nntl-so sl)ell(ls his money ! See what n ~ ~ ~ n b e r s  of servants, 
:rntl Ilorses, and (logs 11e ltceps, anti I ~ o w  gootl i t  ~ n n k c s  
tr;lclc ! W e r e  i t  not for such as him, poor folks like us  
worlltl starve !" I t  is  sicltenillg ant1 11iti;tble to  I ~ e n r  such 
e ~ ~ I : ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ t i o n s  :IS tltcsc COIIIC f r o n ~  t h e  ~ e r y  s;11ne desl~ised 
;in(l n l ) l ) r w S ~ l  1,cings fro111 ~vhoru t l ~ e  morlcy 1'i.iIS origin;~lly 
talic~l !-wlto tlltls manifest iul :tlmost itliotic joy a t  bcl~oltl- 
illfi a wl~olcs;Je I)lurldcrc,r sc~~utntlcr :ln.;ly /heir money !- 
money protl~lccd by their toil ;~utl depriv:~t io~l  ! 

It is  \\rell t h a t  we itre no longer iglloraut tllilt Labour is 
t h e  creator of all wealth, or me n ~ i g l ~ t  srlppose tlrat t h e  
vast sttnls a11nua11y received by capitalists u ~ i d  landed pro- 
I)rietors n.cre pait1 by their  tenants, because t h e  money 
colrlcs di~.ectly from them. B u t  tllese tenants do not in  
renlitv pnv the  rent,  for they Iny t h e  nrl~ole of i t  11po11 
their  'proti~icc. T l ~ e  consulners of t h e  produce then n p -  
I'ear to  p : ~ y  i t  ; b u t  ;dl those consumers who belong to t h e  
trading classes corer themselves by  placing a certain profit 
11poll t h e  :trticlcs in rvllicl~ they ( I d .  'Thus t h e  charge is  
perpetually sl~iftetl  from one class to  the  cl:~ss in~mediately 
b e l o ~ i ~  it, until ,  a t  l eng t l~ ,  i ts  whole nccun~r~l;~tet l  \veight rests 
solely upon t l ~ e  ~ r o r k i n g  class. W i t l ~ o u t  labour there can 
be  no prodnction--no rent-and t h e  ren t  or 1)rofit receiv- 
etl by any  proprietor or capitalist, is but t h e  representative 
of so much protluce ant1 so 1nuc11 I i ~ b o ~ ~ r .  

A s  i t  has been before observed, t h e  preserrt system of 
111iequal esc l~anges  origiually created, and 11ow maintains, 
this  gradation of clnsses-this division of society into a 
class to  pay rent, and a class to  receive and enjoy i t  ; and 
there will always be a class of workers ant1 a class of idlers, 
and the  gaiu of the  last mill always be t h e  loss of t h e  first, 
so long ;LS Inen tl111s e s c l ~ a n g e  l~neqnal ly wit11 each other. 
There never can, from t h e  very nntnre of things, be equal 
r ights  and equal laws ill n stirte of t l ~ i n g s  like this ;  for t h e  



very spirit  of ineqllality ~ L I I ~  i~ljlrstice exists ill every in-  
stitutioll ~ l d  governs every tl*.~rrs;~t:tion. Un(ler preserlt 
arr;tngclncnts, every th ing  goes from t h e  creator of ~ ~ ~ a l t ] ~  
--tile \vorlcing mall--step bv step, a ~ ~ d  paying tri])llte to  
every otilcr chiss, unt i l  i t  ariives ill tllc sllape of & m , 0 0 0  
a year a t  some capitalist or ~)ro~)rictor-who taltes tllis 
Inoney, not ill c ~ c l ~ : t r l g c  for his laborlr-not ill e.~chnnge 
fir a ~ r y t l r i n ~ - b ~ ~ t  i t  ib given to lrim beearise tlle i ~ s a g s  of 
society, \ \ i t h o o t  t l ~ c  least slradow of reason or justice, Ilarre 
ort1;iinetl t h a t  i t  s l~a l l  lje SO ! 

SO o t l ~ c r  tlliii~ tlie liresent sociill system coultl by any  
1wssil)ility crcatc and ~ ) e r ~ ~ e t u ; t t c  tlrc gross i r~just icc 1v11icl1 
is now i~~liictccl upon tlre g rea t  botly of csclrarrgers-tl~c 
worl~iirg c1,iss. 'I'ircy arc p l ~ i ~ ~ t l c r e t l  on ;111 sitlcs, i~rrtl preye(1 
II~)O!I 11y 211 other classes. T11cy form, lilic tlreir 1);trcnt 
e;irtl~, a conlnlorl pasture-gro~ulrl, or, ~ r l ~ i c l r  all crnu ling 
il~ltl crecltil~g tlrings may feet1 ;tntl fatten. 

Nothirlg I ~ u t  a total cllangc of systcl~l-:HI cc111:1lising of 
lul~ollr a r ~ ( l  escl~arrgcs-car1 :titer this  st:tte of things for 
t h e  better, and ~ I I S I I ~ C  I I I C ~ I  a t rue  eqrlality of r ig l~ t s .  'i'liesc 
esam])lcs of t h e  \vorl,ing of the  ],resent system may 
lilelrrisc serve to  explain t h e  nlallncr in 11 l~iclr t l ~ c  systcr~l  
cjught to \vork. F o r  i~rstancc-tl~c f20 ,000  received by 
ally proprietor or c;ipitalist, for ren t  or interest,  is a ],art 
of the  s111.plus of protluction over consumptio~~-it is a s  
so muclr clear profit, to be enjoyed by man as  a rcrvard for 
his toil. 111 the  case of t h e  landed proprietor, the parties 
Illore in>ntet!iately concerned in the  prodrrction of t h e  
;E20,000 rent-;tlthouglr t h e  working nicn of all de~romi, 
 atio ions intlirectly contr i l~ute  to it- re, first of :ill, t h e  
labourers of tire Prlrmer, wlro receive an annual £20  or 230 
for their labour of ten or twelve lio~rrs ;~- t l i~y ;  the11 come 
tlre farmers, e a c l ~  of ~ r l ~ o ~ n ,  pcrlr;ll)s, clears f 2 0 0  a-year 
for 11is I;~bour of s ix  llours 21 tl;ty ; :rnd the  landholder re- 
ceives t h e  &20,000 a-year for IIO labour ivhatever. It 
matters  not how many ~vorb ing  men Inay assist in cre:~ting 
this S I I ~ I - i t  stands Xpitrt from them, and is not enjoyetl 
by them ; but  were the two grea t  I:ta,s of universal labour 
and equal eschnngcs in force, this f20,OUO of ren t  or profit 
would be, as  i t  ought  to  be, equally divitleil amongst a n d  
enjoyetl by t h e  partics assistir~g in its production. T h e  
t\velve hours of t l ~ c  one portion, and the  s ix hours of t h e  
uther, and t h e  perfect itlleness of the  last, w-oultl, if t h u s  

equdized, inflict Liot very ninr1cr:itc labour upon all con- 
cerlletl ; \rrlli\p tllc v;rrious rrlliis o f 2 3 0 ,  8 2 0 0 ,  autl 8%),oOC), 
i f  liltc\\risc c,lll:~]]y dii,itlet\-;is tllcy u.urrlt1 be by a system of 
cqli:Ll e s c l l : ~ l ~ ~ s - - ~ v o u l d  a t  once place the  w o r l i i ~ ~ g  man in 
tllat iind afford l ~ i m  all tliose ia lv; i~~trgcs,  to wL~icli 
I le  is so justly entitled by his 1abo11r ant1 his usefu l~~css .  

TIlc same injustice wbicli is inliictetl IIIIOII t he  ngricul- 
tllral ];tbourcrs by the  present system, is sutyeretl, like\vise, 
by tlic ~vorliing nren of :dl tr;sles. The  1ubol1r in all is t l~rrs  
u ~ ~ e ( ~ m l ,  ant1 t l ~ c  rcnu~nerat ion is t l i~ rs  ur~ccl~~;ll .  T h e  gain 
of tllc c1;lss of c;cpit;llists ;und c1l11)loycrs is always t h e  loss 
of tlrc \vorl<i~ig clitss. 

Let,  t l~en ,  the  \~,orI i i r~g Incn of every gr ;~( le  :rnd every 
elnlr loy~~icut  pontlcr but  fur one ~ n o ~ u c u t  ul)on t l ~ c i r  sit11:~- 
ti011 as i t  is, :lnrl ;IS i t  lnny be ant1 onght  t o  be. I t  is in their  
paver t o  alter, Rf O I I C ~ ,  tlre \r1101e C ~ I ~ L ~ : I C ~ C T  of t h e  I ) ~ C S C I ~ ~  

corrupt  ;inti u ~ ~ j r r s t  system of socicty; and \v11en t h e  cause 
of ill is tllus renlovcd, tlre v ;~r io l~s  etfccts now c~bscrvnblc 
\rill be l;llo\\rn ;LII([ felt 110 longer. 'l'11ey C ~ L I I  c11;111ge the i r  
inor(1inate toil, and povcyty, ;urd discontentment, into cum- 
~):w;ttivc recreatio11, iind wealtll, and joy. T l ~ e  movemeut 
will  have no ( l ; ~ n ~ c r  ill it-tl~c :idrantages to be obtained 
a rc  not the  creations of a tlistcmpered brain. Tlie pro- 
ducers llave b11t to  m;llte an effort-nr~d by them niust 
every effort for t l ~ e i r  own r e d e ~ n p t i o ~ l  be ~nade-:lnd tlreir 
cliains upill be snapped ;~suntler for ever. T h e y  knolrr tltat 
tlreir labour, wit11 tlrc assist;~nce of niachiilery, creates 
~venltll of tlrc ;~nnnal  vitlue of' aborlt 250O,OOO,OOO, and 
they kno\v, ;tlso, t h a t  nearly t ~ v o  t l ~ i r d s  of this vast s ~ u n  is 
;~bsorbetl by t h e  rich idler, ant1 the  I~nlf-employed and ~nis -  
employed trat1csnl:ln. Tl'11y slroulil riot socicty be ctrnsti- 
tutctl so t h a t  tloliblc this  a111o11nt m:Ly be created, and tlre 
toil of t l ~ c  \ ~ o r l i ~ n a u  a t  t l ~ c  s;tnic tilric be tlecre;~secl orle 
l ~ a l f  ? T o  attail1 tlris end, two tlrings only are  I I ~ C C S S ; I ~ ~ -  

capit;~l ant1 Iitbour. IVitll rcg;~rt l  to  the first, all tlte accu- 
mulations of cnl~itnl-tl~c t n ; ~ c l ~ i ~ ~ e r y  airtl i ~ i ~ l ) l o l ~ e ~ ~ t s - b y  
~vliiclt tlre creation of wealtli is non. cfkctcd, exist i~rountl 
11s on every side ; anil i t  will only require the  same appli- 
cation of I ;~bor~r  t h e  n e s t  ye;ll-, to  protluce similar results 
t o  those wl~icll Ilave been ;iccomplisl~cd dur ing  t h e  past 
year. I3y Iilbour, t l ~ c  present accu~~iulat ions of macl~incry 
itltd implements may be indrfir-ritely incrensctl ; and, ns they 
ore increased, enjopmcnts will be incrcasccl and Iitbour \rill 



he diminished. A s  for the  labour, i t  is witlli t~ t l ~ e  hones 
a r ~ d  sinews of the  protluccrs. 'I'llus all t h e  materials of 
succcss a re  in csistcnce, and i t  will only require a proper 
conlhination ant1 organizatio!~ of the power whicll t11e pro- 
ductive classes possess, to  effect all t h a t  t h e  heart  of man 
can lvish for. Surely t h e  sufferings and t h e  nrrongs en- 
dured by the  ~ror l i ing  nlan for four thousand years, under 
all  systems of religion and all forrns of government, ~v i l l  
have taught  him t h a t  no mere govcmn~enta l  c l ~ a n g c  can 
give him t h a t  equality of r ights  a ~ l d  c n j o y ~ n e ~ ~ t s  mhic l~  un-  
fettered justice \vould awrard t o  Ili~n. N o  s l ~ c h  cl~angcs ~ v i l l  
I ~ a r e  tlre power to  exalt tlie producers ;~bove their  present 
(legraclcrl level, for tlre?~ cnn h u e  no efccl rrpoa thcirposi- 
t i o ~ ~  willl rcspccl lo olhcr c/asses. 'l'ilcy will still be t h e  
mere footstool-still the  dregs of socicty-to be t l ~ r o w t ~  
aside, a11d left to  rot, wllcn tlleir usefulness 11as passet1 
away. Such has  ever been t h e  fate of the  worlimen's order, 
and such it  alnlays mus t  be, so long as  society is divided 
into employers and  employed-and t h e  last are  placed, by  
their  position, a t  t h e  mercy of t h e  first. 

It is  only by  acting upon those principles of justice and 
equality which we have been considering, t h a t  man can d o  
away with all tyranny, all  poverty, anrl a11 wrong. N o  
other  than these principles a re  capable of uni t ing families 
and nations into one vast f raterni ty;  for, from their  nature, 
t h e y  s tr ike a t  once a t  d l  t h a t  has 11ithel.to made men dis- 
united-lnequnlity of Labour-Inequality of Wealth- , 
Inequal i ty  of Power.  

W c  have now viewed, side by  sitle, our  governmental 
and  our  social wrongs- we have 11laced in different scales 
those I ~ u r t l ~ e n s  imposed upon t h e  protluctive classes by a 
monarcl~ical form of government, and those which owe 
their  origin to  the  prcscnt social systcm, of ~ v l ~ i c h  mo- 
narchy and aristocr:~cy a rc  no more than 11aturaI off-shoots. 
A fur ther  consitleratiorr of t h e  case will convince us, t h a t  
t h e  remedy for the  greatel* evil mny be jus t  ;is easily oh- 
tained as the  remedy for t h e  Icast ; ~ v l ~ i l e ,  in  respect t o  
t h e  advantages to  be ilerivcd from cacl~, there can be no 
comparison. 

Having  t h u s  probed t h e  evil to  i t s  core, urllo can be sur-  
prised a t  thc  discontentment of t h e  toiling millions ? W h o  
will s t a r t  a t  their  fierce and deep-breathetl i~nprccations on 
a system which yearly plunders them of wealth of the value 

of tllree Ilundrc[l n~i l l ions of pounds sterling-a system 
,,rllicll compels tlleln t o  prodl~cc this  v;at  alnount for t h e  
enjoymellt  of tllosc ~ ~ 1 1 s  trc:it t i ~ c ~ i l  ~ v i t l ~  dcrisios an11 Con- 
te]nl)t ? S l l d l  tile \rorlring 111:ln e i e r h s t i l ~ g l  y toil ill,d s\\'ent, 

be for ever tlllls plunctrretl, ant1 degmtled, and tram- 
( p ? Is i t  to  1xunpw tile e s l i o l l ~  pride of those \vlro 
thus n))usc him, t h a t  t h e  infitncy of his lit t le Ones is  Seared 
and bligllte(i ami(l the  f o ~ d  ;tsd stcanly air  of cotton nlills 
anti f;Lctories ?-tllat his O \ V I I  nia1111ood is bo\~~'etl d0\\711 
tile prclaatllre age llro(ll~ccrl by excessive toil ? Shall  his 
mnll)laillts 1 , ~  a11i;ll.s 1111s11c(l 1)). t h e  roaring of :lrtillery- 
])is in(iigllallt 11e;~rt stilletl 1)). tllc th rus t  of tllc bayollct- 
his o p b r ; l i d i s ~ ~ s  9 stiflv(1 ~ I I  ~ I I I I ~ C ~ I I S  ? I f  11c \ \ r ~ ~ ~ l ( l  I I ~ L V C  
t l ~ i ~ ~ g ~  to C O I I ~ I I I I I V  ~ ~ I I I S ,  le t  1li111 still go (111, :IS I I C  II:IS llcre- 
tofor(: tlollc, tlrivclling ;lntl tlrcnlni~rg of relic[ fro111 Icgislil- 
tors and g o r c r ~ ~ i ~ ~ e a t s - f r o ~ ~ ~  cl;~sscs ;111rl cades, rrll?, dc- 
riving t l ~ e i r  \re;rltl~ ;1n(l t l ~ e i r  sullrelnncy from his ty11 i 1 1 d  

abnscmcnt, know l~illl  only :ls :L bon(\111:r11 or an inferlor. 
I f  t h e  morlting nr;u~ rvoultl c l ~ ; l n ~ c  this stutc of t l~ings,  Ile 

mus t  looli I I O  longer t o   me^-e e/li.cls--11e mus t  a t  once de- 
stroy t h e  enuscfron~ wliiell liis s u t k r i ~ i g s  arise. Eqea l  r igh ts  
and e q ~ l a l  1as.s cilnnat, fronr the  s a t e r e  of thi~:gs, exist in  
connection w~itli unequal duties, uncqual.cvealt11, and unequal 
excl~nngcs. It is not n form of govcrnmc11t which t h e  \vorli- 
in* 9 class rntlst blame for t l ~ c ~ r  \vrongs, b u t  t h e  system of 
soclcty from rvbich t h a t  form springs-it is not  their  
oppressors and n111rderers rvllom t l ~ e y  n n ~ s t  curse, for i t  is 
t h e  system wl~icl l  m a l i ~ s  t l le~l l  oppressors and murderers- 
i t  is  not t l ~ e  riclt and t h e  grasping capit:rlist wllom t l ~ e y  
m u s t  nbuse a u d  ~)crsccutc for the i r  ~loverty,  l11t they  m \ ~ s t  
alter t h e  s y s t e ~ n  wl~iclr m;~l;cs one man ric11 and anotller 
man poor. 

Wllcll our gorcrnmc~itnl  ant1 our  social burt l le~ls  are  
tl111s sc1,ar;ttcly ex:unli~lctl, 11on. i ~ l s i ~ u i l i c n n t  apl"xrs t h e  
~ n c r e l y  tno~~ct ; t ry  s n v i ~ ~ g  wllici~ ;r cll;ulgc in the  form of our 
g o v e r ~ ~ m e n t  \sill en;lble o5 to  ellbet, w11cn co~npnrcd wit11 
tha t  wlricll a c1t;lngc in  our social system n~i l l  produce. 
Even  admit t ing t h a t  i t s  cost m ; ~ y  be greatly lessenet~, nfhat  
\pill i t  rnattcr to  t h e  u,orl.ing n ~ a n  holv m11cl1 is saved in 
t h e  expense of government, if 11c l ~ n v e  not t h e  enjpymcnt 
of such snvinc? Lint\ i t  has been provetl, upon pr l l l c lp l~s  . . 

u 

mllicll cannot be controvertctl, t h a t  his  very position 111 

society debars 11im from receiving mucll, if ally, relief from 



reduced taxation. T l ~ e  \re;iltll \vl~icli tlle worliing class 
would create. i ~ n d  tile portior~ of i t  wllieh tlley ivould 
enjoy, wo~i ld  not be affcctctl by changes in government-it 
~vooltl  still l ~ e  determined by c:ulses, ant1 be dc~,cndent  on 
cl;isscs, tlst no political i)oirrer wo~lld ellable t l ~ c  pmducer 
of i t  to  control. 

L e t  t l ~ c  n,orliing c l ~ ~ s s c s  of the  United Kingdom, then, if 
thcy  call, 11esit:lte to decitle bctn.ce~i two rcn~cdies-a  
social ant1 n governmcr~tnl rcn~ctly-the O I I ~  of ~rr l~ich \,,ill 
save tllem L300,000,000 millions a yciir, ant1 rnablc t l ~ c m  
t o  protll~cc c v c r y t l ~ i ~ ~ g  they w a r ~ t  1)y tllc labor~r  of s ix  or 
ctigl~t ho11t.s a (lay; \vlrilc t l ~ c  o t l~cr ,  if c:~rrietl t o  i t s  
utmost extent-tllc s11l)vcrsion of t h e  ~ n o ~ ~ ; ~ r c l t y  ant1 tllc 
i r ls t i t~l t io~l  of :r rep~~l) l ic-ca~~ilot ,  from t h e  vcry constitu- 
tiorl US society, wve l/1e712 ever1 t \ \ , e~ l ty  l n i l l i o ~ ~ s  ;L ye;Lr, irntl 

, will conipel them to toil on, ill u t t e r  1lo~)elcs~ncss i111tl 
poverty, until  tllc race of Inan bccon~es extinct. A change 
of t h e  soci:tl system nrill be a perspective as  well as  a. 
 resent atlvant:~ge. I t  will affect :dl future generations of 
inen as  a-ell as ourselves ; and  all tlie benefits which ure 
shall tlerivc from such cllange nrill increase, instead of sub- 
stractiug from, t h e  enjoyments of t l ~ o s e  w l ~ o  come after us. 
A system bascd upon t h e  laws of Universal Labour antl 
E q u a l  Eschangcs  can alone (lo all men justice, and make 
society t ruly "a statc  prcsent i r~g an uninterru1)ted succes- 
sion of advantazcs for nlt i ts  metnbers." 
'' H e  wlro ll:;h \\life and child, I~a t l i  given l~ost:~ges t o  

For tur~c ;"  and o u g l ~ t  not Fortune, lilcc~visc, to  give l ~ i m  
hostages? Tllc toils of t h e  past and t h e  1)rescnt should 
al\vays secure to  t h e  worltirrg mati antl his f~rnrily t h e  
enjoytnel~t  of tile future. I3ut the  j)rcscl~t systcrn offers 
t h e  wor~r-out \rrorlioian no enjoyment-ncd no allcviatiorl 
of unmeritccl clistress arltl poverty, except in conr~cction 
with tlcgratliction ant1 I~ardsl~i l ) .  rinil, again, what  liintl of 
it \r,elcolne and n sllelter tlocs society a t  1:trgc now offer 
to  the  \\rife ant1 t h e  clliltlren of tlte cspirirrg \ ~ . ~ ~ l i i ~ l ~  
nun-to those for n,lloni he  has 1vo1.11 o u t  11is s t rength in  
l ~ n r e ~ n i t t i n g  toil ? Konc. Tliey n a ~ ~ t l c r  over tlie cart11 
iIS 1)00r and ~ ~ e n n p l c s s  beggars, or,  lilie criminals, they ;Ire 
continct1 in 1);tuper priso~ls. T h e  n~otlrer  becomes sepa- 
rated from t l ~ c  cltiltlrcn, alld the  cl~il(lrcn arc  partetl f1.on1 
caclr o t l~cr - t l~c  cl~ortls n11icl1 I)ountl tlrcir y o u ~ ~ g  liearts 
together are  snapped a s ~ u ~ t l c r  for ever-and tlley wantler 

o\rcr tile f,lce tile cart11 l~otneless and friendless, despised 
cllslavetl because t l l e ~  a re  ignor:ll~t, and disregarded 

alld ill-trcatcil becallse tlley ;we par. 1 s  i t  t o  be lvontlerctl 
a t  tfl;,t tllesr Un[21vom.;lI,lc cjr~urnst;triccs sllolll(1 110 their  
,rorlidt]lat misery 2nd l r o ~ t i t ~ ~ t i o n  is t h e  ])ortion of the  
one and t h e  trnnsport-slrip or t h e  g;lIloiVS t h e  fittc of 
tile ot]lcr ! E v e n  tllc s111all a~ l t l  miserable pittallce \rrllicll 
grincling cnl,ita] tired Labour and oi~protected 
cllil(llloo(l still t o  cnjoy, by means of 1rll;lt n3.c termed 
.' poor- l ; lers ,~~ will s l lur t /y  be n i t l ~ l ~ c l d .  Tllese miscr:~bIe 
su\)stitlltcs for jllsticc, i n c f l i c i r ~ ~ t  ;utd almost \vortllless as  
t l lcy \trill sooll exis t  only irr 11al11c; for i t  IliIs h e n  
nclitlon,letlgctl by tllosc wIlo 11l.i11Ii 111) tlle life-ll100d O F  
t f l c  \r.c)rliiug c.lil.;s, ;lll(] i1.110 ;1rc 110)1' ~ ~ ] ) ~ l . i l l l L ' l l t i l t ~  ;1S tO 
t l ~ e  lc>1t~t11 11 llicll ~ I I I I I I : L I I  ~~11~111ri11icc of oppressio11 I ~ I I  go, 
t l )a t  ljoor-l:r~\7s" :t great  ;t11(1 growil~g i~vi1, 1vltici1 ~i l t ls t  
I)y s o n ~ e  IIIC;IIIS 1)e go t  rid of. 

Lool; tllc prcsclrt soci;tI S ~ S ~ C I I I  011 ~ v l ~ : ~ t ~ v e r  side and 
in n,hntcvcr liglit \\'c may, n.c bcholtl 1)11t OIIC colnl)nct mass 
of tleforlnity ;ind tlcl~r:l;ity. I f  Tyr , ln~ ly  \\70111d revel in  
the  wenlt l~ of one people and t h e  blootl of anotlrer, tlicn is  
this t h e  yroper system for Tyr;ln~iy: if Pricstcr;tft \vould 
enslave ant1 stultify t h e  liumnn xnintl, ant1 manufacture 
soullcrs tools for (Icspotism, tllen is th i s  the  proper system 
for I'riestcraft : if t l ~ e  cornn~ission of crime, all(\ the  prac- 
ticc of rice, ant1 thc  ~ r ~ a s t c  of labour, be t h e  cllief ends for 
~vhich  men uni te  in  society, t!~cn is this n p;.oper social 
system ! 

I t  is  for all men anrl all nations t o  c1eclarc !rllctller 
tyranny and priestcmft, robl~ery and ignora~lce, l~ll0lc~iIlC 
i l~urt ler  ant1 intcllcctual tlel~ri~vntion, s11:ill any longer reign 
t r i u m p l ~ a n t  over trrttll ant1 justice. Tl lc  question will in 
futrlre be tleter~nincd l le i t l~er  I)y despotisn~ nor its twin- 
brotl~er. T h e  &300,000,000 \rl~iclt  tllc wor1,illg classes 
annually lose by this  system, vast as  is t h e  amount, is t h e  
least par t  of their  loss ; for they are  lil ie~rise ~)lrlnilered 
of all those high cn,joyme~its 1~11icl1 alone and exclusively 
mal;e existence to be brute  or hunlsn. 

Thus, ~vllctller n.e rcgnrtl a govern~nent;ll  change and 
t h e  establishment of political eql~nl i ty  eitller as a means or 
as a n  end-as a s tep whereby to ol~tnin t l ~ e  gootl we seek 
for, o r  as  c o n s t i t ~ ~ t i n g  of itself the  actu:d good-both 
reason and experience join iu s l~cwing  11s tlle u t t e r  worth- 



lessness of all such cllanges, either as means or as  ell(ls. 
Reason tells us  t ! ~ a t  there is no cure for an effect n.llile the 
cause is left un touc l l~d .  Espcricnce points to  tIlc Unite(] 
States'  republic-\r.l~icl~ is politically all t l ~ a t  we Ilere- 
tofore clesired, and more tllan me have ever llopcd to 

obtain-and \ re  I)ellold there t h e  imperious ty ran t  tllc 
chained sl:~vc-tllc moneyed monarch and tlle famisIlctI 
begg~r- the banlcr~~l) t  c~pi t i i l is t  and tlle uneml,loyrfI 
working man :-we behold, in fiict, e m r g  tvrong alld every 
misery ;inti cvery vice wit11 w l ~ i c l ~  nrc a re  fmniliar here. 
A s  an ell(!, then, ~)olitical cqliality is  tllcrc a f;~ilure-a 
sl~ado\v, coltl, cheerless, and unsubstantial ;IS tllc nortllcrtl 
meteors to  t11c freczi~lg tr;~vcllcr. A s  ;I means, ;llso, i t  is 
tlrere a fi~ilnrc, as pcrccptil~lc ant1 as 1)rox'cd its t h a t  txllo ancl 
t l ~ r c c  :ire not s ix ;  for tlre politicid power of tlrc worl t i l~g 
classes of t11c Ul~i tct l  Sttttcs is, of itself, as incolnpetcnt t o  
effect their ddiverancc fronl tllc soci;ll wrongs they cndurc 
in cornlnon wit11 us, :ls \ r o ~ ~ l t l  I)c a wooden file t o  c u t  allray 
t h e  fetters from their  E t l ~ i ~ l ) i i l ~ ~  fellow-slaves. Tile worlc- 
ir!g classes of all nations suffer a common wrong, and theg 
require  a conlmon remedy. T h a t  rcnleily is not merely 
t h e  possession of political pourer, as  political power now is 
-that remedy is not lnorality, as  morality now is-that 
remedy is not religion, as  rcligioll now is-but i t  is :L 
remedy which can be derived only from t h e  e s t a b l i s h m c ~ ~ t  
of FIRST PRINCIPLES. 

CHAPTER VII. 

THE INUTIr.ITY O F  TIIE REJIEDIES AT PRESGST 
COSTEKDED FOR. 

Trrr. I)rcccding cl~nl,tcrs l ~ a v c  bccn devoted :ilnlost 
csclllsivcly to col~sicLcr;ltion of t h e  W ~ O I ~ ~ S  cudurcd by  
tllc l ) r o d ~ ~ c t i r c  classes of tlle Unitctl I<i~lgdoln, and t h e  
ci~rlsc of t l ~ o s c  \rrongs ; but  no particular relnedp has yet  
I)ecn examined, nor Iias any plan been 11oi11tcd out, beyonti 
t h e  gener;~l recommcn(1;~tion t o  cstablisl~ F i r s t  Principles. 
IYe have col~sitlercd tllcse I)rinciples, and tlley Ilare t a u g h t  
us, t l lat t h e  rigllts of all Inen a re  equiil-tlrat all men 
ought  t o  labour-that t h e  earth is t11e common property 
of ;rll i t s  inhabitallts. IVc ]lave looked, lilie~rise, a t  t h e  
institlltion of Iturnan society; t h e  t r u e  intention of which 
is, t o  neutralise t h a t  trifling inequalitjr of bodily a n d  
n ~ e n t n l  powers i n  ~ n c n  mhich nature has created, and  
t o  cqualise t h e  benefits \rrl~icll a wise and judicious 
application of t h e  varied powers of men nlap call into 
rsistencc. W e  have also regrarded t h e  three conditions 
laid down hy t h e  poIiticaI economists-" t h a t  tllere sllall be 
lahour-that there s l~a l l  be acct~n~ulations-that there  
shall be escl~anges." T l ~ e s e  conditions are  themselves 
I~ased on t h e  acl;no\vleclglncnt of human equality ; and  
they merely shew t h e  manner in  rvhich first 1)rinciples a r e  
to  be acted upon, and equality of r igh ts  maintained, in a 
state  of society. A cousiderntio~l of t h e  sllbject has  t a u g h t  
us, however, t h a t  all t l ~ e  wrongs and evils which man has  
suffered since his creation, are t o  be at t r ibuted solely t o  
t h e  infraction of these conditions by individuals and  
classes. We lrare learnt, t h a t  unless there be labour, 
t l ~ e r e  can be no c;lpital or iiccu~nulations-l~nless there be  
sccumulations, there cnnnot be excl~anges;  and from t h i s  



dependency i t  follons, th:lt h e  wllo has not laboure(1, alld 
~ 1 1 0  will not 1;ib011r, cnn~lo t  be an excllanmer, for Ire  can 

9 Itarc notlling t o  ercllonge, tliere beitlg n t ) t l ~ l s ~  c ~ c l ~ i l l l f f -  
a b l e  l ~ t  labour, or t l ~ e  prod~lce  of JaI~our. T o  make tills 
principle of cscllange subservient to  t h e  intention of 
society and t h e  h;ippirlcss of man, esclla~lges m ~ l s t  alrr.aYs 
be cqual, or the  p i n  of one man will ever be the  loss of 
anot l~cr .  A consideration of the  sul)jcct of exchallge; 
llas s l~e l rn  us, tha t  inccln;ility of excl~anges, and not inc- 
clu;tlity of politic;rl power, gencrittes i l ~ e q u d i t ~  of condi- 
tion, :111d the  gr i \d; i t io~~ of C ~ ~ S S C S ,  and divitlcs society into 
rich :~ntl poor; ar~t l  th:rt, so long a s  t l ~ c r c  are  u~lcqu;tl  
e l tc l~nr~gcs amotrgst mcu, t l ~ c r c  must  be itllcrs antl l;~l~oul.- 
ers-tlrerc lrlllst I)c rich wnd poor-as tile 1)overty of t h e  
last is a ncccsbary collsecjllcncc of the  \i.caltl~ of t l ~ c  first. 
RTc  have seen, lilicwisc, t h a t  inec1u;tlity of contlition, ant1 
t h e  division of society into capitt~lists ant1 ~)rodr;ce~~s-into 
employers antl etnl)loyed--leaves t l ~ c  litst cli~ss cntircly a t  
t h e  nlercy of tllr first ;--that such tlcpentlcncc ncccssn- 
ri1y dooms t h c  ~vor l i i l~g  class, no matter  \i ha t  may be their  
intelligence or their  morality, to  a s tate  of hol~elcss slavery 
t o  other  cl;!sscs, and ltecps tllcm in perpetual poverty o r  
tlre fear of poverty ;-and that,  therefore, inequality of 
contlition is, from i t s  nature, s ~ ~ b v c r s i v e  of all cqnality of 
r igh ts  :ind laws, ~ v h i ~ t e v e r  may be the  form of government 
institrltctl, ant1 whatever may be the  mere polltical power 
possessed by the people. T h e  t ru th  of this conclusio~i w a s ,  
niatle manifest t o  us  by a consideration of t h e  contlitiot~ of 
t h e  working c1;tsses in ancient and n~otlern times, and 
under  republican as ~vel l  as  monarchical governntents; for 
Ire find t h a t  every wrong ~r.hich is suffered by t h e  n~orlting 
class of the  United I i ingdom a t  t h e  present day  is like- 
wise suffered in degree by their  brethren in republican 
America, and has been entlured by tlre wl~ole of their  order 
since t h e  very commencement of Ilistory. It has been 
seen, too, as  well as  i t  has long been felt, t h a t  t h e  wrongs 
of t h e  urotlting class of t h e  United Kingdom are not  
imaginary, a s  their  enemies would have thern to  believe ; 
b u t  t h a t  they are  :IS substantial a s  t h e  annual sum of 
nearly three hundred millions of pouncls sterlirlg can make 
them,-and this, too, apart  from, and independent of, t h e  
wrongs originating from t h e  particular form of their 
government. 

TIlesc facts and considerations plainly prove, 

t l l a t  q:lestion t o  be decided mus t  i n  reality hencefortll 
be,-sllall ~ v e  have a change of system, or no cllatlge what- 
ever?  w i l l  the  working classes of t h e  Uni ted  ICingdo~n 
direct their  fu ture  efforts t o  t h e  at ta inment  of a social 

or a governmental nonentity ?-\\rill they  lteep on 
for ever hanlmerillg a t  t h e  ~fcct, or strike a t  once a t  t h e  
cause ?-will they  tot;tlly subvert t h e  present system, and 
thereby do :tway a t  once wit11 all t h e  incqllality and i n j ~ ~ s -  
tice and bad government which th i s  system generates ; or 
~ v i l l  they, by successive and endless governmental cl~anges, 
merely alter t h e  nppear;Lnce and vary t h e  form of t h c  
G r e a t  Wrong-leaving ~rntor~cl led i t s  very essence, and  
suffering, wit11 u t i ~ n i t i ~ a t e r l  severity, every species of 
misery and injustice which t h a t  essence can e l ~ g e r ~ d c r  ? 
Ineqnality of condition is tlle direct producer of every 
social ill and goverr~melltal wrong;  and equ;~l i ty  of 
exchanges only can do away with inequality of condition, 
and bestow on, and preserve to  all, equ;tlity of rights.  

T h u s  stands the  question, strippetl of those n~ult i far ious 
mysticisms in which cunrling has so well assisted ignor- 
ance t o  envelop it. W e  here see t h e  question of r igh t  and 
wrong as a wh,)le, as well as in i t s  par t s  ; and, instearl of 
wandering about i n  an interrnin;tble 1;rbyrinth of pe t ty  
wrongs and pe t ty  remeilies, curing old sores by inflicting 
new urouncls, we om stand as i t  were apar t  from the  entire 
system. W e  can survey i t  on every side, and, knowing t h e  
source of the  wrong, s l ~ a l l  t h u s  be  no longer mislecl and 
disappointecl by  those infallible men and infallible mea- 
sures, t h a t  have for so many centuries begotten Hope  by  
the i r  promises, only t o  murder  i t  by their  performances. 

L o n g  have t h e  worliing classes of t h e  United ICingdom 
suffered the  various wrongs and burthens wliicl~ we have 
been considering ; and  numerous l ~ a v e  been t h e  retnedies 
proposed and t r ied for t h e  purpose of changing such a 
s tate  of things for t l ~ e  better. ,111, however, have ei ther  
failed entirely, or they have succeeded bu t  partially, and  
b u t  for a moment. T h e  people have tried social remedies 
and political remedies-local remedies and general reme- 
dies: they  have entered into benefit societies, and trades' 
unions, and political associatio~ls-they have formed com- 
binations among t l~en~selves,  more or less formiii;rble in  
regard to  numbers itnil t o  wealth ; b u t  one scl~ente after 



another  Itas been abandoned, antl exchanged for somet l~ ing  
else t h a t  Ilad, perlraps, heen t l~rown aside a generation 
I~cforc. 

W i  tl! regard to  these remedies, one principle or charac- 
t e r  pervades t l ~ e  \vhole-a blind and unreasoning a t t e m p t  
t o  do alvay wit11 effects, ant1 a t  t h e  same t ime siiffcrilrg 
causes to  remain sacred and untouched. There  is  a leak 
in t h e  ship; and all these various ~n te rmedia te  remedies 
relate, not t o  tlie stopping up  of such Icalc, b u t  to  t h e  get- 
t ing  ou t  of tho  water wlricl~ is running in ; and there is  no 
laclt of sltallonr-p:~tecl drivellers who Itno\\. so lit t le of tlre 
natrtrc and rcl;~tion of things, :is t o  gravely iliscnss, in 
efict-not wlrctlrcr the  leal< shall be stoppetl, b u t  ~ r l ~ e t h e r  
i t  is I ~ e t t c r  to  tltrom out  one bucltct full of water in  a give11 
time, or two 11alf-1)ucltcts. 

T l ~ e  various 1)olitic:tl associations ant1 nnions 1vhic11 have 
a t  tirncs been formctl to  1)encfit tllc xr7orLing cl:tss, by  
ol~taining for tlrem particular govcrnnlcr~tal cl~anges, l ~ a v c  
t fn t~c  n o t l ~ i n g  wlratcvcr tolvartls 1)ettering tlre condition of 
t h e  masses, by removing their  poverty or increasing the i r  
enjoyments. T h e  grea t  majority of t h e  leading advocates 
of mere political changes have ever talcen a narrow and 
one-sided v ic~v  of t h e  nature of man, and his  wants, and  
his capal~ilitics. T h e y  loolc a t  t h e  nrorlcl simply as  i t  is- 
comprised of an oppressed working class, ancl an oppress- 
i n g  governing class. T h e y  appear not to  conceive the  pas- 
sibility of human society being constituted otlter\vise t h a n ,  
as  they find i t ;  and t!lercfore all their political remedies 
11:tve no more in  view than t h e  partial amelioration of t h e  
contlition of t h e  morlting class a s  n working clnss-a class 
confessetily doomed, by t h e  unalterable nature of things, t o  
bc the  servants o r  t h e  slaves of other  classes. Thus,  all 
t h e  political rcn~cdies  heretofore s o ~ r g l ~ t  for and ol~taioed- 
as tlley did not go  to  the  causes ~ v l ~ i c l ~  had created a mere  
\vorliing class, and had made t h a t  C ~ : ~ S S  oppressed and 
degraded-were necessarily ineffectual in  removing t h e  
oppression antl dcgratlation complainetl of. 

It ~ ~ o r l l d  l ~ a v e  been far bet ter  for t h e  people of t h e  pre- 
sctlt (lay, if the  politicians of former times, lv11en set t ing 
t]lemseIvcs to  legislate for rich men, n s  such, and poor men, 
as such, had thought  of inq l~ i r ing  how i t  came t o  pass t h a t  
finme men urcre rich and some were poor; or 11ow i t  hap- 
],ened tha t  one class toiled away, generation after genera- 
tion, lvithout becoming any  ricller, and the  other class ate, 

dralll<, and  mere merry, gencrstiorl after generation, 
mit]lout becoming less rich. T l ~ e  real evil l ~ l l i c h  t h e  
Tvor]iing cl:lsses cnclore, and t h e  one from \vhicll tiley \ n n t  
t o  be is t l ~ e i r  incessant toil, and their ~)oJ'ertJ', and  
t h e  opllressiurl exercised upon t l l e ~ n  to obtain their  \vealtll; 
for t h e  wrong is 1% Itole and  indivisible, the  governmental 
 art arising ou t  of, and being doternlined by, t h e  social 
p r t .  It Iras been clearly shervn, 110.-ever, t h a t  this  toil 
anel  poverty is not depelldent on form of government-that 
i t  is  cnrlsctl by inequality of labour and inequality of 
escllallgcs-and that ,  therefore, i t  could not  lwssibly be 
removet[ 1 ) ~  ally lnerely governnle~ltal change wltnterer. 

I l ~ s t e a ~ l  of riglrtly considering their  o ~ r  11 nrrongs, aud  
tlevising and :~tloptiug proper renlcctics, t l ~ c  working classes 
1r:~vc too confitlingly left their  c;tusc to  tlrc griartliarrsl~ip 
and direction of men \rho, from their  position in society, 
and t h e  particlilnr ~)rcj~l t l ices  connected with t h a t  positiotr, 
were necessarily wc:~l. c l ~ n t u p i o ~ ~ s  ant1 blind guides. Suclr 
men l ~ a v e  almost always t a u g l ~ t  t h e  1vorl;mnn t o  look for 
relief t o  political changes and governmental reforms ; b u t  
tlie majority of these advisers have not belonged t o  t h e  
nrorking class, and tllerefore, not  Imoming what  worl<ing 
men have suffered, or hots. they lrave felt and thought ,  i t  
was not liliely t h : ~ t  they  should know w h a t  kind of a 
remedy was \vantctl. Besides, even if these leaders of t h e  
people had known t h e  t r u e  wrong and t h e  t r u e  remedy- 
if tiley had seen t h a t  the  poverty and toil of t h e  poor \rrns 
a necessary conseqtlence of tile JPC;LI~II  and t h e  idleness of 
t h e  rich-their very l)osition in  society, connected as  they  
a re  wit11 rich men, and living as  they do upon rents  al:d 
profits, woi~ltl have made them hostile to  the  interests and  
opposed t o  t h e  wishes of t h e  ~vorliing class. T h e  suprema- 
cy of t h e  one can exist onljr by tire degradation of t l ~ e  other  
-this supremacy was never inte~ldctl by politicians t o  be 
subverted-and therefore t h e  men and their  measures were 
of a piece, neitller of them going to t h e  wrong, and i ie i t l~er  
of them pointing t o  t h e  remedy. 

T h e  insufficie~lcy of political measures t o  remedy soci:ll 
grievances, was long since seen by tlronsands of t h e  working 
classes-they had a conception, n l t l ~ o u g l ~  no t  a clear onc, 
t h a t  t h e  grain of t h e  capitalist was tile loss of t h e  pro- 
ducer-and therefore they sought  relief by t h e  institution 
of t rade  societies anel trades' ~lnions.  '.I'lle trades' unions, 



altllough constituted differently from t h e  political unions, 
and worltirlg I)y other  means, 11:u.l t h e  same ultimate 
object in view :IS t h e  latter, namely, the  parlial ameliora- 
tion of t h e  condition of t h e  working class as a r v ~ r l t i ~ ~ ~  
class. But wltile t h e  political unions sought  to  obtain 
benefit in a gradu:il wltt intlirect manner, b ~ r  reducing 
taxation, and by otller means, t h e  trades' u~ l ions  endea- 
vometl t o  accomplish t h e  wished-for entl immediately and 
directly, by  compelling t h e  capitalist and t h e  employer t o  
reftlnd, in t h e  shape of increased wages, a par t  of t h a t  vast 
amount  of ~vealtll \rrhich tllcy were arir~ually dra\cing from 
tllc worlting classes: tlley were endeavorwing, in fact, to  
ac t  soniewl~at  upon tlle ~)r inciplc  of equal cxcltanges, by 
ol)tainitlg the  frill vallle of their  I;:l)o~ir. 

r 1 7 lle great  body of the  worltir~g ~ I ~ I S S C S  believet1 t h a t  

their  1;ite trades' ~lniorls woultl be omnil)otctlt in effecting 
their  tlelivcrance from t h e  tlomit~iotl of tlle capit;llist ; for 
;I Illore powerful c r~gine  was never made use of by tlle 1)ro- 
dtrcers. From there being many trades united together, 
ant1 supporting each o t l~er ,  when one struclt a blow a t  
tyranny,  t h a t  blow fell with tlte accumulated monetary 
force of t h e  nrhole mass. B u t ,  whether  victorious o r  
defeated, t h e  workman was alilie involvetl in losses and in 
difljculties-all his eflorts for t h e  permanent bettering of 
Itis condition were i~leffectual-and this vast confederation 
upas a t  length brolten up, and dissolved into its primitive 
t rade societies. T l ~ e s e  have conti~lr~etl,  a t  times, a desul- 
tory and unequal contest wit11 cal)ital-sometimes with 
partial success, b u t  oftener wit11 defeat arltl ruin. TIle 
cal)italist and t h e  employer have always ultimately bcen 
too s trong for them ; and tratles' unions have beconic, 
iclnongst t h e  enemies of t h e  rvorliing CI:ISS, a bye-wrortl of 
caution or contempt-a record of t h e  \~ealincss of Labour 
\r hen o p ~ ~ o s e d  t o  Capital-:in indestructible nlemento of 
t h e  evil ~vorlting of t h e  present system i n  regard to  t h e  
two grea t  classes which now compose society. 

i l lany reasons are  given to account for t h e  dissolution 
and destruction of tlie trades' unions. There was ill 
numerous czises abject poverty amongst multitudes of t h e  
members ; and, in some instances, there was treachery and 
roljhery on t h e  par t  of leaders, \rlliclr naturally bceot sus- 
picion ant1 (listrust. nfuch tyranny antl it,justlce was 
inflicted by both sides on indiviilrlal \vorlting men and 

individual capitalists, and  much precious ~vealtll  wasted b y  
each t o  no good purpose. B u t ,  \rhatever may have bcen 
t h e  more immediate and apparent cause of fi~ilore, i t  is  
certain, from t h e  nature of tlle wrong, t h a t  i t  was not pos- 
sible for t h e  remedy of t h e  trades' unions t o  succeed a n y  
better than  tile remedy of t h e  politicians. Neitller par ty  
went  far enough. T h e  same primitive cause has t h ~ r a r t e d  
t h e  endeavours and  blighted t h e  energies of both. T h e  
evils t o  be remedied flomed naturally froln, and were 
dependent upon, t h e  social system anri tlre principle of 
1rnequa1 and  as  neitller politic;~l llor trades' 
unions t o r ~ ~ l l e d  t h e  system or t h e  principle, they could not 
possibly touch t h e  wrong cont~ected with tllem. 

Unsntistied ;llil;e \vitll the  result obtaitlctl b!r both p l i t i -  
cal and tr;ldes' ~lllions, a  orti ti on of tlle worl<it~g c1:lsses llave 
vainly ende;lvoureit t o  obtain relief t l ~ r o u g l ~  t h e  instrn- 
~nenta l i ty  of some govcrnment:~l cn:tctinc~it which s l ~ o ~ l ( l  
restrict their  Ilol~rs of labonr. iIIrlc11 has been said for and  
against th i s  limitation sc l~eme ; b u t  if any s u c l ~  be ever 
carried into efYect, i t  will b r  as  useless, and as ineffectu:ll i n  
permanently bettering t h e  condition of t h e  working class, 
as  a n y  other  merely govern~ncntal  change. A n y  such 
remedy will alter t l ~ e  relative position of t h e  master and 
t h e  man no more than the  political or tracles'unions' renie- 
dies will-any such remedy will reduce neither t h e  num- 
bers of t l ~ e  rich nor t h e  poor-and therefore it is not pas- 
sible t h a t  any such retnetly sho l~ ld  cure the  evils which th i s  
relative position and  this  division inflict upon t h e  work- 
man. 

TVe have already seen t h a t  tlie capitnlist-the employer 
-by his  very position in society, ;IS t h e  purc11:lser ant1 
controller of t h e  labour of t h e  morliing class, has  i t  in his  
power t o  suck from tllern, \rllether they  will o r  not, t h e  
greater  par t  of the  \vealtll which they produce. Uutler 
present arrangements, L:il)oltr is a t  the  mercy of Capi- 
tnl. If, therefore, for .~rorlcing twelve or sixteen honrs a 
day, many operatives receive only 12s. or 16s. a week as  
the i r  share of t h e  ~vea l th  created, i t  mus t  follo\v, t h a t  a n y  
reduction in their  Itours of labour will be succeeded by a 
corresponding reduction in their  sltare of produce. It is  
tlte number of idle antl onprofitable capitalists ancl propri- 
etors t h a t  t h e  working classes now ]lave t o  support, which 
imposes upon then1 such excessive toil, alld reduces t l ~ e i r  
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wages to the miserable pittance wl~ich so many thousantls 
of them receive. The trlte remetly, therefore, ant1 the only 
remetly, is, to reducc the nutnbcr of tlie c:tpitalists and 
proprietors, that more rvealtlt Inay bc enjoyed by the .rvork- 
ing class. I f  the present arr;ingements of society-the 
accursecl system of unequal cxcl~angcs-enables one-fiftll of 
the nation to seize upon one-llalf of all that  is i t  is 
self-evident that  no decrease in the amount of production 
-110 reduction in the hours of labonr-cat, a t  all illcrerrse 
the sllarc of tlie worlting class. T l ~ e  share of n~ealth 
which they in either c:tse receive and enjoy, will be govern- 
ed solely I)y thc number of itllcrs they are coml)cllec! to 
maintain; itnd, therefore, the lcss tltc we:tlth r n l ~ i ~ l ~  the  
~vorlcing classes ~)rotlrlcc, the less will hc tlre s l~arc  rcceirctl 
by t l~ent.  Thus, if they work fetr~er I~ours they will pro- 
duce lcss .ivcaltlt--thcrc will r~cccss;n.ily be lcss to divide 
I~etween themselves and the caj)italists-and the result of 
such rctluctiort in the hours of labollr will I)e,-not that  
the  worlcing classes ~rrill receive a ~ r e a t e r  sl~are, but  tltat 
both .they and tlte capitalists will receive less. This principle 
applies generally to the working class, as a class ; but the 
circumstances .rr,hich determine the hours \rliich sl~all be 
worketl and t l ~ e  priccs which shall be pitid in particular 
trades, arise from causes dependent on dcmat~d and supply 
--causes ~rrl~ich, under the present system, no legislative 
measure can beneficially elrect. 

I t  must never Le forgotten by the working class, when 
reviewing tlteir wrongs ancl devising remetlies, that  their 
warfare is not ngait16t men, but against it system-that 
they are fighting i ~ o t  against tlie cal)itaiists, as intlividuals, 
nor against capital itself, bu t  ngainst the presezt mode q f  
applying capilal-against that s,yslem mlvhich gives to ir- 
responsible indiv id~~uls  the power of grindi~lg nzas.tes of 
Zubo~r letntee?~ masses of capital. There is no I-onetly 
for this, except a change of system. Without such a 
change, the cause of the retlemption of the 1s-orking class 
is a hopeless one ! 

It mould be a waste of time to recapitulate the whole of 
the various schemes ~vhiclt have heen a t  times devisetl to 
core, or a t  least to account for, the present state of things. 
The capitalists and the political economists have not been 
idle in this latter service; and amongst the many iucom- 
prehensible and contratlictory doctrioes ~vlticli they havc 

brought forth to account for much work esistin, 0 1n ' con- 
nection lvith little wages-and to accollnt, also for some 
men being poor, and some men being rich-some do- 
ing the work, and others receiving alrnost all tlte benefit 
-is the Fallacy of demand and supply. Tlie economists 
most place the capital irnd the capitalists oil 
the one sideJ the work and the working class on the 
other. When i t  happens that  there arc more working 
men than call be employed by the capitalist, the former are 
told tha t  there is a "glut  of labour" in the market. 
Work is dificult to procure, and, if obtained, i t  must be 
done for less money than was before received. Ut~der  the 
present arrangenlcnts of society, tllere is always such Ir 

d l  glut  of labour," as i t  is calletl, in alnlost every trade and 
profession-t:l~re is ever a greater or less number of met1 
only employed, or altogetlter unenlplopetl, and 
thus placed on the very verge of starvation. The econo- 
~nis ts  tell us that  this state of tltings is not del)eridetlt 
upon, nor in any way connected witlt, form of govern- 
ment ; but that  i t  happens necessarily and unavoidably, 
and can only be removed by the  course of proceetli~~g 
which they point out. They say tltat there is only a cer- 
tain quantity of capital or rnoney in the country capable 
of being applied to the  purposes of prot1uct;on ; that  this 
money, therefore, being thus limited, can only employ ii 

certain number of labourers at  20s. a week, or double tltat 
number a t  IOs., or four times that  number a t  5s.:-tlliit 
i t  from hence necessarily follonrs, that  the inore 1:lboureru 
there arc, tlie worse i t  mill be for them; and, tltcrefore, 
the only remedy for this inequality between Inbour aitd 
capital is, for sorile of the labtturers to "go out of tlte nlilr- 
ket,"-to keep down their numbers-to emigrate, or die 
off by disease and starvation, until they arc spin ~vithin 
the  range of Capital, and there are ratller fewer of theat 
than are wanted. When this takes place, say the econo- 
mists, Capital and Labour ~vill tnaitttaiu their naturitl 
equilibrium, and tlic competition among the capitalists will 
raise to their proper level the wages of those 1s-orliing men 
who remain; for, say they, i t  is tlte competition amongst 
the worlting classes to obtain etnploymcnt, ~vhich no~v 
brings down the value of labour; and, so long as there ;ire 
a greater number of \vorlting inen tltiirt the c:~pitalists l~i~\.r 
money to emplny, i t  is beyood tlte power of ulan, either by 



means of trades' unions, or short-time bills, or govern- 
mental changes of a n y  description, t o  alleviate, perma- 
nently, t h e  condition of t h e  worlting class. 

Upon a slight examination, this  esplanation of the  econo- 
mists appears a very rational mode of accounting for t h e  
present distress, and t h e  compulsory idleness of so nlauy 
able working men as are now wilndering about unemployed; 
bu t  i t  does not account for t h e  present gradation of classes, 
nor mould it, if carried out  t o  i t s  utmost extent,  relieve t h e  
worlting class from t h a t  enormous loitd ~rlriclr now presses 
them into t h e  cartlr. T h i s  remedy finils them slaves, and  
i t  woulil lcave them so. It is  very apparerlt t o  every Inan, 
t h a t  i f  thcre be a certain quant i ty  of urorlt t o  be done,- 
supp~)se  tlic cligging of a canal-and a s~)ccifietl ant1 
sufticient sum of moncy to pay for it, an(! j u s t  so many 
labourers as there  a re  shovels for, t h e  wlloIe concern will 
g o  on well enough while t h e  sever:il ps r t s  a re  thus  
adjusted t o  cacll o ther ;  i t  is ;~lso cvitlerlt, t h a t  if tlrere be 
twice as many labourers as  there are  sl~ovels and wages 
for, half of these labourers must  remain idle, o r  t!re ~ v l ~ o l e  
of them work half-time, and receive half-pay. Tlre same 
principle is perpetnally seen in operation irr one trtltfe o r  
another. B u t  even admit t ing t h a t  t h e  deficiency of money 
is t h e  t r u e  cause of t h e  non-employment of these most 
unwilling idlers, is there no other remedy than t h a t  of 
starving thcm t o  death or transporting them ? W i l l  i t  no t  
be as rational and as practicable, now t h a t  t h e  labourers 
a re  here, to  increase t h e  shovels to  t h e  wants of t h e  workers, 
a s  i t  ~vi l l  be t o  beat dow11 t h e  1aboul.ers to  t h e  level of t h e  
slrovels? If t h e  econo~nists cannot answer this  question, 
i t  shall be answered for thcm. 

T h e  doctrine of a "g lu t  of labour," altllougl~ apparently 
borne out  by  facts, is in reality as  false and as  ~rnsupported 
as  t h e  veriest fiction th:lt ever inlposed upon t h e  credulity 
of mankind. T h e r e  never yet  has  been, and there is not  
now, and there cannot be for thousands of years, such a 
t h i n g  as  a " glu t  of labour ;" and a positive contradiction 
is  involved in t h e  assertion t h a t  there is such a glut.  
All human appliances of labour are  intended t o  procure 
for man hollses, footl, clothes, ant1 other necessaries and 
luxur ies ;  for these things can be obtainetl only by  la- 
bour. I t  is evident, tl~erefore, t h a t  one of two things is 
necessary t o  t h e  condition of a g lu t  of Iabour. W e  all  

have a sufficiency of cvery necessary and luxury for con- 
sun~ption-and, tllerefore, a s ~ l ~ e r a b u n d a n c e  of labour in  
cooseqnence of repletion of wealth;-or else, wanting some 
or ail of these things, t h e  raw material of mllich tiley a rc  
composed is not  i n  sufficient to  employ all ollr 
labour,-and thus  there is a glut,  from t h e  circun~stance 
of our  having nothing to ~ r o r l i  upon. 

It need not be aslted whether every  person i n  t h e  Unite4 
ICingdom has a sufliciency of t h e  v;irions necessal.ies and 111s- 
11ries ~vllic11 labour calls into esistcnce. I f  all ha re  enough, 
and t o  spare, then is  there t ru ly  a glu t  of labour;  and 
t h e  worlting class may sit  tlo1r.11 and enjoy then~se l res  tin- 
ti1 some of this a l~undance is consnmed. B u t  if every per- 
son have not sr!ch a sufliciency of these good things, and  
there  nevertheless be plenty of tllc raw nlaterial to  work 
upon, then t l ~ e r e  cannot t ruly be a g lu t  of labour. T h e  
desire for certain things exists within 11s-thc material of 
tllese things is  around us-tile labour requisite to  v o r k  LIQ 

th i s  material is  under  our  ulrn control ; and, unt i l  :dl 
their  wants a re  satisfied, or t h e  treasures of t h e  ear th ex- 
hausted, i t  is  a palpable un t ru th  t o  tell the  working classes 
t h a t  there is s "glut  of labour;" for t h e  half-clothed 
backs and hungry  bellies of many a s i~ffer ing thousand tell  
them, again and again, tha t  they a re  in want of ereryt l l ing 
which labour czn procure. Tlre system must be altered 
which sets  their  labour in  motion and keeps i t  moving; 
a n d  then, and not till then, mil1 the  triple contradiction of 
too many hands, too much raw material, and too i i t t le  
produce t o  enjoy, be done away with ! 

T o  afirni,  as t h e  economists do, tha t  there are  too many 
agricul t r~ral  labourers, while there is a t  t h e  same t ime 
plenty of unemployed land, and thousands of operatives 
a re  in want  of bread-or t h a t  there are  too many 
operatives ancl artizans, \rhile millions of t h e  conlmuoity 
a re  in want  of clotl~es, houses, and other  necessaries,-is 
so glaring a contratliction-so s t range an anontaly-as ro 
str ike a t  once t h e  most obtuse understanding; and if there 
were not innumerable instances before t h e  eyes of every 
one, i t  woulil be difiicult to  believe even in the  possibility 
of t h e  existence of such a s tate  of things. A t  t h e  present 
time, mliltitudes of these various classes of producers a rc  
con~l)elled to remain in  itlleness ancl impovet-ishn~ent, ~ r l ~ i l c  
each man is in want of t h e  very tllings \vhich his unenl- 



ploycc! neighhour can produce ! H e  who 1i11ow.s l ~ o w  t o  
grow corn m u s t  stand still and starve, 1)ecause t h e  capital- 
i s t  has t h e  land-he \rho can malie cloth mus t  go bare- 
baclted, hcca~ise t h e  capitalists have t h e  wool, and tlre mills, 
and t h e  machinery. All these contratlictions-all this  want  
of employment atid this  poverty-arise from t h a t  system 
which places accl~mlllntions of capital in  the  hands of in- 
dividuals anel classes-from t h a t  system wl~icli  makes one 
class dependent upon another for t h e  means of labour, and 
thus,  necessarily, for t h e  means of life and happiness. 
It 113s al\raps been t l i ~ i s  ~ v i t h  t h e  ~vorl t ing classes-under 
rcpu1)lics as  well as  monarchies-and, under  t h e  prcsent 
system of unequal excllanges it :rlwap will be so, wlletller 
they  be illiterate or ctlucatctl, i tn~nor i~ l  or religious, tcm- 
p e r i ~ t c  or tlel~s~lclreil, 

I s  there, then, no rcnlcily for thcsc evils-for this  com- 
plicatetl itllencss, and w~~etclrctlnesu, and  excessive toil of 
suclt vast nurr~bcrs of artisans and agricul tur is ts?  Can 
nothing be (lone t o  enable one class t o  grow corn, and other 
classes to  produce their  respective commodities-to pro- 
vide sufficient employment and ample remuneratiou for all 
men, in all t rades- that  every member of society may be 
no t  only well supporteel atid educated, b u t  l i l ie~rise  well 
provided for in age?  W e  have seen t h a t  all t h e  merely go- 
vernmental changes contended for by t h e  politicians-~vlie- 
t h e r  having reference to  extended voting, o r  reduction in 
t h e  hours of labour, o r  other  similar measures-will not , 
d o  it, or they  would !lave done i t  in t h e  United States. 
MTe have seen t h a t  the  trades' nnions, however powerful and 
well conductctl, cannot tlo it, o r  they  would have gone 011 
and conquered. We have seen tliat t h e  remedy proposetl 
by  t l ~ e  political economists cannot do it, as  t h e  means a re  
no t  only impracticable, b u t  like\vise totally inatlcquate 
t o  obtain the  end desired, even were they carried out to  their  
utmost  extent. T h e  economists, l ike the  politicians, know 
only of t h e  c;~pitalist ,  as slich, and t h e  worlting man, as 
suclt. Al l  their  remetlies have reference only t o  t h e  
prcsent system of inequality and injustice-that system 
which, by ut~equal  exchanges, robs every wor1;ing man of 
two-thirds of Iris jus t  earr~ings, to  keep u p  t h e  supremacy 
ant1 t h e  wealth of tlrose who a rc  not ~vorlting men-tllat 
system which, being thus  constituted and mairltaineci, will 
spontaneously and rlecessarily protluce governnlental insti- 
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tutiolls imbued wit11 i t s  orvn spisit, autl cllaracteristic of 
i t s  own vileness and depravity. As, tllerefore, all t h e  evils 
of we complain result from the  ~)rescl l t  systctll, icnd 
ltotle of these numerous remetlies touc!~ t h e  systenl itself, 
i t  is in t h e  nature of thillgs t h a t  any of them s l~u t~ le l  
'Je success fir^; or t h a t  tbey should ever do more that1 drive 
in t h e  evil a t  one part,  t h a t  i t  nlay hreak out  wit11 in- 
creased v i r ~ l e ~ ~ c e  a t  another. There  is no remedy apart  
from tile (lestrtlction of t h e  wrong;  and  t h e  subversirrn 
,,f the  yresellt social system must be accolnplislled, or 

\vlIicll from tlris ~ ! ~ s t e i ~ l  can never be erndientpcl. 



CI-IAPTER VIII. 

Tfrr;; retrospect nrhic11 h a s  been talicn of t l ~ e  c l~arac tc r  
a l~ t l  tendency of t h e  present social system, has iiflortlctl 
abundant proof t h a t  t l ~ e r e  is within tltis sys tcn~  ii prillcil)Ie 
wf1icl1 mus t  ever doom folir-fifths of the  conlmunity t o  
political and sociill danination, untler every n~oiiificiition of 
religion and every form of government. T h e  revieu~al 
e r~ te red  into has shcwn us  not only some of t h e  many 
failures which have followed the  efforts of man to al ter  t h e  
present s ta te  of things for t h e  bctter,  bu t  i t  has  a t  t h e  
same time made us  acquaintetl m i t l ~  t h e  cause of these 
failures, and ltas t h u s  placecl t h e  future destiny of man 
within his own hands. W e  have seen t h a t  th i s  system 
spontaneously generates inequality of ~vea l th  and inequa- 
l i ty  of power, and t h a t  i t  therefore is, and always must  be, 
subversive of every jus t  political institution and all 
equality of social r ights  which may be a t  any t ime  estab- 
lished. W e  have tliscovered, likewisr, t h a t  inequality of 
wealth, and tllc gradation of classes, is  produced ancl 
maintained by  i n r r l ~ ~ d i t y  of exchanges; and, however 
inequality of excl~anges may have been originally induced, 
observation and expel.ience uni te  in sheming t h a t  thepr in-  
ciple is  now perpetuated b y  t h e  existence of inequality of 
weallh in  conneclio7z with the ,gradation of cclnsses, o r  t h e  
division of society into capitalists a n J  protlucers. Inequa- 
l i ty  of posscssions, when considered by itself, itncl uncon- 
nected with inequality of eschanges and t h e  gradation of 
1-lasses, is  not a grea t  evil. T o  t h e  man whose labour has 
~ r o c n r e d  him two suits of clotllcs, i t  rgrattcrs not whether 
another person has two or four suits, ~)rovicled this second 
nlan have obtained his superfluity by means of exchanging 

his own labour eqnally against t h e  labour of some other  
person. =In absolute equality of possessions can no more 
exist among men, than an absolute equality in  regard t o  

atltl s tature.  I n  every s tate  of society, there \rill 
be some ]<ind of individual and personal property ; 

differellce of character will ever malie such property 
both unequal and  varied. 

Havillg traced our social and political evils to  their  
source, and discovered t h e  principle on which they hinge, 
i t  now t o  be scen wlletller or not t h e  opposite 
principle of equal esc l~anges  c o ~ t a i n  mithiu itself t h e  
remedy ; and whether i t  be practicable, by  particular social 
arrangements, t o  establish ant1 act  upon this  pri~lciple. 

It ]las been clc;lrly shewn t h a t  mitn has nothing t o  
exchange esccpt  his labour, o r  t l ~ e  produce of 111s Iitbour ; 
itrrtl that,  therefore, \vl~en men exchange protlrlcts ~v i t l i  

'1 our. cacli other, they merely give, as  it nrcrc, liibour for 1. b 
T l l~ l s ,  n here t h e  r a w  materials of t\rro articles :\re of t h e  
sanle vallie, and a n  eclual portion of labour has been 
besto\vetl upon them, s t r ic t  justice requires t h a t  t h e  two 
slioultf exchange equally against each other. TVllere things 
a re  t h u s  of equal valne, ant1 they a re  exchanged unequally, 
t h e  gain of one exchanger mus t  ever be t h e  loss of another, 
and ultinlately there \rill be generated rich and poor, and 
laws and institutions will be framed to constitute the  first 
a \ ~ i s e r ,  a better, and a Inore privileged order than t h e  last. 
B u t  where equal exchanges are maintained, t h e  gain of one 
man cannot be t h e  loss of another;  for every exchange is  
then simply a trrtn.rfcr, iln(l not n sacrj$ce, of labour and  
wealth. Thus,  a l t l~ough,  under  a social systcin based on 
cqual exchanges, a parsimonions man inay become rich, his  
wealth will be no more than t h e  accu~nulated produce of 
his  own labour. H e  may eschnnge his wealth, or Ile may  
give i t  t o  others  rho will exchange it, for an equal value 
of t h e  ~ r e a l t h  of other  persons; b u t  a rich man cannot 
continue wealthy for any length of t ime after he  has ceased 
t o  labour. Under  equality of exchanges, wealth cannot 
have, as  i t  now has, a procreative and apparently self- 
ga le ra t ing  poner, such as  replenishes all waste from con- 
sumption ; for, unless i t  be renewed by labour, ~ e a l t h ,  when 
once consume[l, is  given u p  for ever. T h a t  ~vhich  is now 

~n connec- callccl profit ant1 interest cannot esist,  ns such, ' 
tion witll equality of csch ;~nges ;  for protlucer iinil distri- 
butor wo~ild be ;\like rcnluncrntetl, and t h e  sum total of 



LABOUR'S REMEDY. 111 

the i r  labour \vould determine t h e  value of the  article 
created and brought t o  the  hands of t h e  consumer. 

T h e  principle of equal exchanges, therefore, must,  from 
i t s  very nature, ensure universal labour-it will conse- 
ciuently be destructive of t h a t  g rea t  social ulcer, t h e  main- 
tenance of one class a t  t h e  expense of ano ther :  i t  will 
prevent the  division of society into classes and  castes-it 
mus t  therefore maintain social ant1 political equality of 
r igh ts :  i t  mill do away wit11 t h e  want of work, t h e  esces- 
sive toil, and t h e  hopeless poverty wl~icl l  now exist-and i t  
will a t  the  same t ime destroy all t h e  moral and physica] 
evils inducetl and maintainetl 1)y such a s tate  of things. 

T h i s  is all t h a t  is contended for ant1 all t h a t  is desired- 
i t  has  been clearly shewn t h a t  th i s  result can never be 
obtainetl in any system founded upon tlte princi le of 
onet1u:ll exchanges-ant1 i t  has now t o  be determine 0 what  
social arrangements mus t  be instituted t o  e~ tab l i sh  and 
maintain equality of exchanges, o r  as near an approxi~na-  
tion t o  t h e  prir~ciple as  the  trifling ineqnalities amongst met1 
will admit  of. A n  approach t o  t r u t h  is all  : that  can be 
made by human beings; for abstract perfection will never 
be found either in  man or his  institutions. 

There  is in man an instinctive principle which perpe- 
t11:tlIy impels him t o  seek t h e  company ant1 t h e  assistance 
of his kind. T h e r e  a re  feelings within him ~ r ~ h i c h  m u s t  
have vent-feelings which yearn for communion with some- 
th ing  after their  own nature-and, wherever man is  c u t  o f f ,  
from all sympathetic connection with his fellows, he  will 
tinil a companion even among t h e  animals which constitute 
his footl. Or, this  will Ite heston. a portion of those feelings 
1v11ich he  has been debarred from exercising towards his  
own species-he will partalic alike of i t s  pleasures and i ts  
troobles-and t h e  caresses returned by his dumb associate 
will speak strongly though silently t o  his heart.  Th is  
principle or love exists t l~roi lghout  creation, and, by suc- 
cessive links, holtfs it1 connection all t h a t  is animate and all 
t h a t  is inanimate. There  is no snch th ing  as solitude, o r  
silence, o r  isolation. 

I n  considering, tlien, a social system, i t  requires no spe- 
culation as  to  t h e  reasons or t h e  advantages which origi- 
nally induced society. It is  sufficient t h a t  society exists 
and that,  in some form or  other, i t  always will exist. ItJ 
is  nothing less than a state  of society, if two human beings 
hold colnmunion with each other-it is  no more than  

society if there be congregated together two hundred 
millions. 

All  Iiuman beings, whether  in or out  of society, ilnited 
together  in larger  o r  smaller co~nmnnities,, a re  impera- 
tively governetl by t h e  indestructible b u t  clirectible princi- 
ple of self-love. B y  particular social arrangements, this  
principle may be m ; d e  to  benefit an inclividual in  a direct 
manner, without benefiting his felloms-it may be made t o  
benefit an iniiividual in  a direct manner, and a t  t h e  same 
t ime benefit others-it may be made to benefit an indivi- 
dual  intlirectly, tlirougli the medium of others. T h e  first 
inode of operation is inconr1jatil)lc ~ r i t l i  personal safety ant1 
social peace-the second is unf:~vol~rable to  t h e  gro\vt l~ of 
inc1ividu;~l chari ty  ;in(\ gencrnl love-tl~c th i rd  contains 
~ v i t l ~ i n  itself the  clcmcnts of snfcty, ; u ~ d  charity, ant1 pencc. 
T h e  t r u e  excellence of a social  stem, tllereforc, will 
dcpend upon the  ~ n n n n e r  in  wllicll i t  brings into action and  
governs t h e  principle of self-love, so tli;lt society a t  large 
may suffer as few ills and enjoy as many advantages as  
I)ossible. 

Under  nresent arranzements, t h e  principle of self-love 
i n  every i'ndivitlual is &ft a t  l iberty t o  ~ v & l c  any  way and  
every \rray, as ~~rlcontrol lct l  circumstances may determine; 
and from hence i~r i ses  t h a t  discordant and conflicting 
jumble of interests-that admixture of good and bad insti- 
tut ions and practices-that nnintermitted warfare between 
individuals and classes-which has so long t i red t h e  pa- 
tience and grieved t h e  heart of man. T h e  present social 
arrangernertt,s admi t  of a lion-producing aristocracy, and 
benefit t h a t  class l r i thout  1)enefiting t h e  prot!ucers-and 
in this  there is evil and wrong : these a r r a n ~ e m e n t s  create 
and maintain a commercial and t rading ar~stocracy,  and 
benefit t h a t  class as  ten :und t h e  producers bu t  as  one-and 
in this  there mus t  be political misrule as  well as  social in- 
justice : and all such arrangements, as  they do not benefit 
intlirectly, but  plunder and enslave directlj-, t h e  vast mass 
of tlie producers, mus t  always be subversive of everything 
like safety, or charity, or love. 

But ,  besitles tlie proper government of self-love, and as 
a means t o  this  enti, a social system mus t  contain t h e  re- 
quisite arrangcnrcnts for tlte production and equable dis- 
tribution of an ~lnl imitc( l  q11~11tity of ~vcaltli-for t h e  per- 
fect security of persons ;uitl property-itnd for the  physical 



moral, and intellectual crtltivation of all i t s  members. T h e  
present system is almost dest i tute  of every one of these 
requisites: i t  places an unnatural  limit to  the  production of 
wealth, and distributes in a grossly u n j ~ l s t  manner t h a t  
which is  produced : persons and property a re  aa unsafe 
from at tack and spoliation a s  they can be uudel. any  cir- 
cumstances, for t h e  principle of social love is  cramperl ant1 
confined within t h e  smallest l imits in which i t  can exist:  
t h e  physical, moral, and intellectual cul ture of t h e  best 
anlong us  is  anything b u t  w h a t  i t  ought  t o  be ; while t h e  
powers of whole s rc t io l~s  of t h e  c o m n ~ u n i t g  a r e  totally 
neglected, and circumstances are  left a t  liberty to  protluce 
adu l t  h u m a l  beings varying in intellect from t h e  oyster t o  
t h e  elephant, ant1 a c t ~ ~ a t e t l  by a charity and love ;[kin to  
t h a t  of t h e  t iger  antl the  hyena. 

O u r  preseut system is clcficient in all these requisites; 
ant1 reason alone a.oultl be capable of predicting.icl1 those 
social evils which experience Itourly brings t o  view. B u t  
unseemly as is a s ta te  of things lilie this, ant1 unfavourable 
a s  i t  ever mus t  be to  t l~ose  high aspirations after Ilumati 
exaltation wltich cheer on t h e  phi1:~nthropist in liis thank- 
less labours, i t  is well t o  know t h a t  there is in man no 
intellectual depravation .rrlriclr may not be elevated antl 
refined-no brut;:l propcnuity \vl~icll mag not be tamed a n d  
h u m a ~ ~ i z e d .  ,, f o suppose t h a t  n high eIevation and a general unifor- 

mi ty  of character can exist amongst the  people of a nation, 
would, a t  t h e  present (lay, excite only derision. W h e n  
philosop!iically viewed, ho~rever ,  such a desideratun~ does 
]lot lie witlrout t h e  verge of possibility. It will be univel., 
sally admitted, that,  even under  t h e  present system, much 
as there is of evil and litt le a s  t l ~ e r e  is of good, all persons 
a r e  not equally ignorant, nor equally tlisposed t o  violence 
ant1 crime. I f  a perfect uniformity in respect to  chiiractcr 
and actions no\rr prevailed anlong men, there mou!d be 
reason to believe tha t  man was an ur;changeable being, and 
that ,  therefore, any at tempts  to  make him either better o r  
moise must be nugatory. As ,  however, such a uniformity 
does not exist-as some men a re  ignorant and others wise, 
some vicious and others virtuous, ant1 even t h e  sitnle indi- 
vidual, a t  times, untlcrgocs a change in a ln~os t  all his  
feelings antl convictions and actions-rr.e cannot but  COIL 

c l r ~ d e  t1w.t character, I\ l~e t l l e r  good or bail, is nothing more 

than a factitious quality acquired b y  man-an impression+' 
a s  i t  mere, made by  sorrounding circumstances upon 
t h a t  which constitutes human existence-and t h a t  it 
is  dependent upon t h e  particular organization of every 
individual, in  connection wit11 t h e  particular occurrences o r  
circumstances by rrhich t h a t  organization has been sur- 
rounded and influenced. T h e  material compound of t h e  
FJuropean and  the  Ethiopian are  alike, and ye t  t h e  two a re  
different in colonr, in creed, and  in ex ten t  of knorvledge 
and  refinement. 0pl)osed a s  they are, however, t h e  two 
races might  be made t o  change characters and opinions, 
simply by sllbjecting eacli t o  those specific influences which 
have heretofore operateti upon t h e  other. I n  like manner 
may all 11rlman beings, by exposure t o  t h e  operation of 
certain circn~nst ;u~ces and influences, be made savage or  
civilizetl, ignorant or e ~ ~ l i ~ l i t e t ~ e d ,  imn~ora l  or religious. 
T i ta t  s l tc l~ \\rill he and ever is  t h e  case, is a fiict indisputa- 
blv proved by t h e  testimony of all history, and  t h e  daily 
eipir ience of men. 

Such,  t l ~ e n ,  being t h e  nature of man, and such t h e  
influence of circumstances upon him, his destiny is  placed 
within his own Irands; antl i t  is  in  t h e  poiver of society, 
as  a whole, t o  (letermine, by tllc establishment of pir t icular  
social institutions, what  shall be t h e  ~ e n e r a l  character and  
habits of i t s  individrlal members. T l ~ u s  t h e  evils of every 
kind now endured may not only be alleviated, b u t  t o t ~ d l y  
removetl. 

Every th ing  which in any  way operates upon or  influ- 
ences man is a circumstance. M e n  perform no action 
without  a motive of some kind ; and all their  luotives t o  
thought  and t o  exertion arise, either immediately o r  
remotely, from the  operation of surrounding circumstances 
upon them. I f  del)rived of food, men become h ~ n g r y ~ i f  
of drink, thirsty-if disappointed i n  their  es;)ectittlons 
and  thwarted in their  tlesires, they a re  discontented and 
unhappy. All  these feelings or sensations a re  t h e  effects of 
particular circumstat~ces upor1 sentient organization-they 
cannot be destroyed by a n y  mere effort of thinlting or will- 
ing-and t h u s  they beconle t h e  causes of motives and tlte 
inciters to  action. From t h e  nature of man, therefore, he  
mus t  ever be tlle creature of c i r c u m s t a n ~ e s ~ 1 1 e  \sill ever 
p;~ssively receive irn1,ressions from s u r r o m l d ~ n g  objects- 
for h e  cannot, by taltiug tllougllt, alter h i s  organization, 



or make it independent of external influences, or add one 
cubit to his stature. 

But, although passive as to the manner in u.11ich IIC will 
receive an impression from a particular circumstance, mall 
may acquire n power of determining wlletller or not he 
wiIl expose himself to the influence of such circumsta~lce. 
IIe is passive in reference to the present, but active as 
regards the future. I t  has always been the end of man's 
endeavours to control, in some tlegree, the circumstances 
which made him happy or miserable. T o  this end, he l l ~ s  
never, by reasoning ripon the matter, tried to prevent him- 
self from being hungry or thirsty, 1)11t he has endeavoured 
to keep a supply of foocl and drinlc i l l ~ ~ y s  at  hand. T l ~ e  
hunger controls the man, anit tlte food, in turn, controls the 
hunger;  and if the food be not forthcoming, the man will 
die. Thus, while the hungcr is master of the man, the 
man Irimself, by having food in his possession, is master of 
the  hunger, and therefore master of his own life, or of this 
one circulnstance which affects liis life. Man is nlmays 
thus alterr~ately n passive and an active being-operated 
upon and operating-but every desire which he  feels, and 
every action which he performs, result from tlte combined 
action and reaction of circumstance and organizatio~~ upon 
each other. 

I n  respect to character, mall has a capacity to be any- 
thing, and by turns everything, as circumstances shall 
determine. He, like the floating b~ibble on the stream, 
shews IIS, a t  times, many colours and mixtures of colonrs; 
but  these various shades of character, however light or 
dark, are little more than reflex radiations from surrountl- 
ing objects antl occurrences. The simple nature of man is 
cdoi~rleus-it is fitted to receive every variety of impres- 
sion-aud, when the combined nature and impression call 
forth an action, good or bad, such action discloses not so 
much the hue of the nature itself, as the hue which i t  ltas 
taken from tlle bright or the gloomy influences to which i t  
has been exposed. Man cannot, therefore, be justly 
blarned or hated by his fcllo~r~s for being what the circum- 
stances and influences of his life have made him-lvhether 
a blootlthirsty tyrant, or a grasping capitalist, or a crouch- 
ing slave. If we would have the family of man to he, as 
it were, a bright and glorior~s assemblage of the picturcs of 
humanity, ~ v e  must place all men in positio~is and sur- 

rounil them with circumstances and influences in  which 
there is notlling black and nnseemly. IC matters not what 
may be tilc mere lcnorrledge given to men, or the lnoral 
precepts taugllt to them, if the circr~mstmces by which 
tlley :ire sllrrounded be disreprdcd. Bad circumstances 
and illfluences can neither produce nor maintain g00(1 men. 
Circumsti~nces furnish the  seed of good or ill, and man is 
b u t  as the  soil in which they grow-t21e characters of men 
may be nlcde entirely good, or entirely bad, or, as nolv, a 
variegated mixture of good and had ; hilt if the  institu- 
tional circ!.lmst;unces antl influences which surrountl man 
do not accord with tlie end (lesired-do not contain with- 
in them more of good than of evil-that which 
intended to be a beautif111 g:lrilen will become either 
choked up  witli noxious weeds, or converteil into a blighted 
and barren \r;~ste. 

A!! tliese considerations respecting the nature of man, 
antl the influence of snrrou~lding circumstances upon tllat 
nature, plai~lly show that  the present ltabits and prejudi- 
ces of the various cl:isses of society, and their feelings of 
reverence or conte~npt towards each other, result from the 
social position of one class with respect to another, and the 
difference of the circllmstances by which eadi class is 
surrounded; and, therefore, i t  necessarily follows-what 
has been proved by universal experience-that were the 
position and circumstances of each class reversed, tlie cha- 
racters of each would be changed, and the cra~rling slave of 
to-day would become the domineering tyrant of to-morrolv. 
All nten are of one substance and one nature-they are 
made into tyrants arid slaves by the present social system- 
by tllc division of society into rich and poor ; snd this 
division is maintained, not because the first class is supe- 
rior to the last in mental and corporeal attrihtltes, but 
because the two exchange unequally \\?it11 each other. 

History shews us ho\v little has been the success of 
matt in controlling the various oircun~stances which have 
relation to his existence and lris happiness. TVofillly has 
lie sil~lled and s~ifferctl. H e  has b l i ~ ~ d l y  destroyed the 
wealth and shed the blood of his fellow-man, simply be- 
cause his f e l l ~ \ ~ - m a n  felt and thougl~t  just tlie sanle as he  
llinlself would have felt and thought, had he been placed 
the same position and esposecl to the same influences. The  
tyranny and wrong a t  any to be removed, is not in the  



men, but in  t h e  institutions; and  wherever a physical 
revolution has overturned a governmental despotism, a n d  
left untouched t h e  social institutions from which t h a t  des- 
potism sprang, i t  has never led, and never can lead, t o  
a n y  other  result than a transfer of power from one man or 
one class t o  another;  for t h e  last are  left exposed t o  t h e  
same influences as  tlie first, 2nd therefore they necessarly 
revive t h e  apparently subverted tyranny. Governmelltal 
despotisnl and tyranny of every kind can he  effectually 
anriihilated only by destroying t h e  cause of sucli tyranny 
-the empire of love can be extended from families antl 
friends to  nations and t h e  ~ v o r l d  a t  large, only by uproot- 
i n g  those social iustitutions which circumscribe t h e  love 
of marl to  man within t h e  narrow circle of a class-ant1 
all  this can be (lone only I)y illstituting arrangements 1)nscd 
on tlie broad principle of equality of rights. 

Thus, then, t h e  lligllest and most mighty perfortnance 
which man can achieve, will be to  call into being and di- 
rect  those social circumstances \vhich control and influence 
himself. F r o m  his  very nature, man cannot resist t h e  
operation of circumstances wlien they  a r e  once le t  loose 
upon him-it is a condition of his being t o  yield t o  them, 
ant1 t o  derive from them his feelings and motives t o  action. 
HOW almost omnipotent, then,  will become t h e  power of 
man, 1v11en lie can himself direct  t h e  circumstances which 
he is  compelled t o  obey-~vhen h e  can, as  i t  were, hold 
both good and evil in his r i g h t  hand ! T h i s  power over , 
his  own ciestiriy may  be obtained by mnn, ant1 will one day  
be exerted by Ilim, through t h e  instrume~ital i ty  of his  
social institutions. All  his former achievements-his 
conquests over tlre elements antl forces of nature-are b u t  
a s  so mally steps towartls an end yet  to  be attained. T h e  
worltl is in its nonage rather  than i t s  tlotngc; and t h a t  
whicll lias been already accomplishcd by man will fall a s  
far short of what  lie may do, as  t h e  efforts of boyhood 
drvindie into insignific;mce wllen compared with t h e  per- 
forr~lances of maturity. 

T h e  various controllable circumstances which have 
relation t o  tlle llappilless of man, may be divided i n t o  
pl~ysical  and  moral,-or, such as  a re  conrlected wit11 t h e  
production of wealth for tlie satishctiori of liis animal 
wants, and those w l ~ i c h  have referetice to  his ir~tellectual 
and nioral cultivation, arltl his d u t y  to  liis f e l l o ~ s .  T h e  

present socirl system furnishes ubt indmt eranlples of both 
ant1 defective means adopted t o  control 

first order of circumstances ; and, Itnowing esact ly 
is  wanted-the greatest quant i ty  of wealth for 

t h e  least portion of labour-there can be no ilifi- 
culty in  selecting those modes of action which most 
materially conduce t o  t h e  end desired. I n  regard to  t h e  
attainment of a high degree of moral and intellectual 
power, there are, under  t h e  present system, neither insti- 
tut ions nor arrangements  favourable t o  t h e  government of 
th i s  order of circumstnnces. Every th ing  is defective, and 
incapable of imbuing men with those qualities anti feelings 
wllidi a r e  so i r~d is~ensab le  to  their  t r u e  happiness. Every  
man is  placed in ;L soci:~l position n~bicll  ut ter ly prevents 
llim froin doing t o  all 111eti iiS he would t h a t  all men should 
do un to  him. T h e  clivisions of society ~vhich  nolv exist, 
leave one class ?t t h e  mercy of another, ant1 make tlie gain 
of t h e  oppressor flow from t h c  losses of t h e  oppresserl ; and 
t h u s  they  ~tecessarily make men enemies. These grada- 
tions, moreover, inflict on t h e  g r e a t  mass of t h e  community 
excessive toil and anxiety to  procure t h e  means of 
subsistence; and  tllat desire for intellectual improvement 
whicli is not destroyed by such toil and arixiety, withers 
and dies in tlie cheerless atniosphere of poverty. Thus,  
under  tlle present system, there can be no sucli th ing  as  
general morality-no such tliing as  t h e  general cultivation 
of t h e  intellectual pot~.ers--alld no possibility of men 
being uni ted together in t h a t  common bond of social love 
which i s  so requisite t o  human progression. 

Under  the  present system, every transaction relat ing to  
t h e  protiuction and distribution of wealth is  more or  less 
governed by t h e  ever-active and ever-warring principle of 
competition. It is perpetu;rlly bringing individtials and 
classes into hostile cc~llisioa with each other. Its province 
is, not t o  cleterniine what  is  right,  bu t  mllat is expedient. 
Under  its guidance, t h e  interests of men a re  iniiividualised, 
and  separated from each other ; and every one is left a t  
l iberty t o  advaiice his  own particular nrelfare, without  any  
reference t o  t h e  interests and tlie welfare of those with 
whom h e  may come in contact. 

I n  connectio~l with competition, and worlting with i t  in  
t h e  production of n-cnltll, is co-operation. Xvery work of 
na ture  and of a r t  afiijrds evidence of t h e  polrrer of co-ope- 



ration, o r  t h e  union and direction of forces. T h e  stately 
t ree  of t h e  forest antl t h e  massive mansion of the city, 
alike owe their  exis tel~ce t o  co-operation. W i t l ~ o u t  tIlis 
~ r i n c i p l e ,  there could exist neither civilization nor refine- 
ment, for t h e  urllole t ime of every individual would be 
occupied i n  isolated endeavours t o  obtain subsistence. 
E v e r y  one would be poor and miserable, antl all t h e  reslllts 
of labour wrould be unsatisfactory and  u n r ~ m u n e r a t i v ~ .  
B y  u~ell-directed co-operation, however, there is  nothing 
accon~plishal~le which may not be effected. T h e  power of 
any  nation or community will ever be i n  proportion t o  tlie 
co-operation which exists among i ts  members ; b u t  ;ill t h e  
powers and atlvantages of co-operation cannot be fully 
developed and enjoyed, unless there Le among merl a 
perfect union of interests and reciprocity of benefits; and  
there can be no such union and reciprocity except labour 
he llniversal and exchanges equal. 

Competition is  a consequence arising from t h e  operation 
of surrounding c i rcumst~~nces  and influcnccs up011 humall 
organization. It is se t  i n  motion hy  t h e  uncontrolled 
self-love of man ; and i t  can be destroyed only by subject- 
i n g  men t o  a 1)eculiar course of mor;tl training, or by 
creating for all persons n suficiency of t h e  articles desiretl 
and competed for. E i t h e r  of these mcans will be destruc- 
tive of competition ; for t h e  first will supplant i t  by liiglier 
feelings antl actions, while under  t h e  last i t  can have no 
scope for exertion. B u t  under  t h e  present social system, 
ant1 t h e  feelings and modes of action which this  system 
calls into existence, t h e  spir i t  of competitioll is an ineradi- 
cable and an indestructible ingredient in  human character; 
for wherever two or more parties a re  actuated by similar 
desires for particular ol~jects, they mill compete with each 
other  for possession, so long as  cornpetition is  t h e  only 
means by which these objects can he obtained. 

Competition is  only one of a cl:us of human feelings 
and actions which originate from uncontrolled self-love, 
and which ever  produce discord, envy, hatred, ant1 all 
uncharitableness. It should be recollected t h a t  man, 
whether  in  civilized or  savage society, comes into t h e  
world a human being in t h e  rough, and brings with l~irn 
all the  instincts and feelings aplwrtaining t o  a s tate  of 
brute  existence. These a re  what  have been implanted in 
man for his  preservation-they a re  tlie animal par t  of 

~ l u n ~ a n i t y - t l ~ e  involnntary movements of t h e  principle, of 
to  llold fast t o  being. B u t  those ~u l~regula ied  

instincts an(1 actions wliicli would tend t o  t h e  preservatio~l 
and  enjoylnellt of man if h e  mere alone in  t h e  world, 
become absolutely t o  him if t h u s  left uncon- 
trolled in  a s ta te  of society, These instincts and faculties 
operate jus t  as  strongly upon man i n  society, as  they  
lrould d o  if 11c were isolated ; b u t  society is  an artificial 
s ta te  of existence-an appliance of human reason to rear  
a superstrttcture, of which t h e  fount1;~tiou only lias been 
laid by Nature-and therefore man's natural  incentives to 
action mus t  be artifici;i!ly constrained arid guided, t h a t  
they  m:ly conduce to, instead of tl~\r.arting, t h e  great- 
design of society. Unless t h u s  controlletl, the re  cannot be 
t h a t  universill 11;y)piness ~ r l ~ i c l i  mus t  have existence before 
there  can be any  trlw individual happiness : for t h e  last, 
11.11eli riglltly vic~.i-ed, is  no more tllall a rcflectio11 from tlie 
first. 

T l ~ u s ,  instead of vainly endeavouring to eradicate t h e  
principle of self-love, institutions lnrlst bc established whicli 
~ v i l l  govern and direct this  principle, auil compel i t  t o  
benefit society a t  large, a t  t h e  sarne time t h a t  i t  benefits 
tlie indivitlnal in whom i t  operates. T h i s  can be done only 
by means of institutions ill wllicl~ i~idivitlu:llity, as such, i s  
ul:kIlo\rrn-in tvllicl~ t h e  man is lost ill t h e  ii~ass-in which 
all  interests ancl l~enefits are  as one. 

JVe I~;~ve,  then, t h e  t r u e  principles on \vliicl~ t o  base :L 
system-\re posscss, lilien~ise, sufficient kriowletlge of 

llatllre ant1 capabilities of t h e  being for whom th i s  sys- 
tell1 is  in tendcd-~e  have, ;rlso, all abunt l ; l~~t  a c c u ~ n ~ ~ l ; ~ t i o ~ ~  
of facts collnectcd wit11 t h e  etfective :und defective inotles of 
acting upon these l)rinciples, 21s \veil as  of t h e  particular 
effects prodoced upon man by all tllcse varieties of action- 
and i t  call t l~creforc be t le tcr~~lincd,  wit11 certainty, u ha t  
will be t h e  character and v~orldlp condition of indiriduals 
and nations rr,llcn su1)jectt.d to  tlie influence of institutions 
founded on a \vise apl)lication of these principles. 

Tlic consitler;~tiori of what is essenti;tl t o  a proper social 
system is witlely different from t h e  subversiotl of an c s i s t  
i n g  sys tc~n  ancl t h e  es tnb l i s l~~ncnt  of t h e  one desired. lllell 
arc  so influcnccd 1)y custoln, that ,  althougll they may be 
slte~vn t h e  cntl of a g l r n t  movement, anti t h e  ilnmense 
atlvantages derit-able from it, they will rarely a t t empt  t o  



travel torvartls t h e  desired object, unless i t  happen to lie 
directly in their  way, anti can be attnitletl with lit t le (IifL- 
culty. T h e  very idea of change, l~orvevcr br ight  tile pros- 
pect l~e ld  out, terrifies tile g rea t  majority of individuals, if 
such change happen t o  1e:ld t l ~ e m  o u t  of t h e  comlr~orr 
beaten traclc of every-clay existence. T h e y  are  ever reatlp 
t o  convert molehills into mountains, and t o  rcgartl as  an 
insurmountable 01)stacle t h a t  which is scarcely sttfficient t o  
mal,e them stumble. I n  considering, then, how a social 
cltar~ge is t o  bc efYectcd, a srrrvcy mllst be t:llcen not only of 
t h e  crrd itself, lmt  lil<cwisc of tile vnrioris mc;Lns by wI~icIl 
such e ~ l d  may be attained, ant1 tltc cflicicncy of t h e  means 
already possessctl by those who tlesirc tltc cllange; t h a t  t l ~ c .  
enterprise fail not from inadcclltate and injutlicious meit, 
sures on t h e  one Iliund, nor despair of i ts  accomplishnlcnt 
on the other. 

CI-IAPTER IX. 

THE DIFFICULTIES ATTENDANT ON A CHANGE 
O F  SI'STLXI. 

11. cannot be doubted t h a t  t h e  tiurntion of society, or 
t l ~ c  comn~n~t ion  of human beings wit11 c : ~ c l ~  other, will be 
a s  lcngthcnctl ;IS t h e  existence of nlan ; ;tnd t h : ~ t  a social 
systcrn may be tlevised and establisl~etl, col t t ; t i t~ir t~ t h e  re- 
quisites corlsitlcred, and productive of t l ~ c  good effects de- 
sired, is  apparent even from so much of the  nature anti 
power of Inan as t h e  l)rrsent systetll b r i ~ ~ g s  into view. 

Society is now, in every nation, split  u p  into small ltnots 
o r  assemblages of persons, more or less isolitteti in  respect 
t o  t h e  \vorltl a t  l a rge ;  and tllese divisions are  termed 
families. T o  one of these minor portions does every indi- 
vitlrlal be!ong; i t  is t o  him a world i n  n~inatnre,  and in i t s  
narrow sphere is centred and confine(\ his best and warmest 
feelings. I r t  families there is  a bond of sympathy, a com- 
muni ty  of interest and of feeling, ~ h i c h  does not embrace 
society as  a ~vhole. By analysir~g tlle%e fanlily feelings and 
attractions, ho\rever, and exaluining atter~tively tlteir 
g rowt l~ ,  and the  cause of t l ~ e i r  continuance and decay, i t  
l ~ a s  been concluded t h a t  they owe their force more t o  their  
incessant exercise and t h e  circutnscribed sphere of their  
action, than to any peculiar tie connected with relationsftip ; 
and that,  therefore, if there be instituted particular social 
arrangements, ~ r l ~ i c l ~  shall enlarge, as i t  were, tlle relation- 
sh ip  of every individual from family to  kinil, t h e  s:Lme 
feelings ant1 sympathies may be extended t h r o ~ t ~ h o u t  SO- 

ciety, and all mi~nltind " live in t h e  equal brotl~erhood of 
love." I t  requires no a rgumcr~ts  to  prove thiit t h e  world 
a t  l i~ rge  rvill I)e much ~ v c ~ l t l l i e ~ ' ,  I ~ I ~ I C ~ I  wiser, and therefore 
much 11a~)~)icr,  than it is ilt the  preseut moment or has  
been a t  arty former time, wlrcn t h e  sympathies and inter  
csts of all nlankind arc as one. B u t  there call be no such 



u11ior1 csccl)t  where 1;ibour is universal antl i ts  
eqlrolly enjoyed,--wllerc cac l~  individual is exposed t o  
s imil t~r  and only to  good influences,-anti where cacll men)- 
bcr of society is s l~ewn ant1 rnatlc to see and fecl tha t  llis 
t r u e  i ~ ~ t c r c s t  is to  be fount1 only in the  interest of every 
otllcr membcr of t l ~ c  comlnrlnity. 

Ti le  present scparntior~ of society into jarrilig and ]los- 
t,ile scctio~ls is  irren~etliable under  t h e  c s i s t i ~ ~ ~  system ; for 
tlrc continr~ancc of such separation and l~ost i l i ty  i s  insured 
by t l ~ c  sole circumstance of t l ~ c r c  1 ~ c i 1 1 ~  aniollg Inell a 
diversity of interests, ~ r l ~ i c l ~ ,  o l ~ c r n t i l ~ g  ill co11tr;rry nr;lys, 
~lccessarily br ing men into collision i r i t l ~  eac l~  o t l~cr ,  be- 
c luse tiley malie the  gain of one man to be t l ~ c  loss of 
another. I t  is  Ironr, CVCII  :il)art from r c l a t i o n s l ~ i ~ ,  t l ~ o  ill- 
tcrcst of a son t11;it his p a r c ~ ~ t  slroultl g;ri~l tvcaltl~, for I lc  
ex~rects  tllcrchy t h a t  I IC will he better ~)rovidcd for-it is 
t h c  intercst of a 1)arcllt tIl;it l~ i s  c l~ i l t l rc~ l  s11o11ltl ;tctluirc 
prol)crty, t h a t  tllcy may I J ~  n l~lc  to srtccuur I l i~n ill l ~ i s  old 
age-it is t,!~e i ~ ~ t c r c s t  of ~ . c l i l t i r c ~  t h a t  c ; ~ c l ~  o t l ~ c r  s l ~ o ~ l ~ l  
1)ossess cnouglr ant1 to  spare, t l l ~ t  any one of them, if un- 
f o r t u ~ ~ a t c ,  may obtain assist:r~~ce; b ~ ~ t  espericncc proves, 
in  tlrousai~ds of ins ta~~ccs ,  t h a t  t h e  ties of blootl ca111lot 
u ~ r i t e  those w h o ~ n  interest scl):u.atcs. 

U ~ l d e r  t h e  present system there is not, and tlrerc never 
call IJC, a gcrreral comlilrunity of interest, for the  interest of 
every class is ol)lroscd to t h e  interest of every otlrer clilss ; 
and ~ ~ o t l ~ i n g  can be g ~ i ~ l e t l  I)y t h e  capitalist \rrl~icl~ is not 
lost Ly the lrroducer. It is  not now tile interest of t h e '  
\ r o r l i i ~ ~ g  Inan t h a t  f l ~ e  capitalist or cmployer s l~ould  obtaill 
greater  lrrofits, because the  profits t l ~ u s  obta.ined bv tlrc 
last  are  the  accumulated losses of the  first ; nor is f t t h e  
interest of t h e  capitalist t l~ t t t  tlre nrorl i i~~g man sl~oultl  re- 
ccirc t l ~ c  frill f rui ts  of his Ial~our, becirrrsc, were sue11 t h e  
caw, t l ~ c  capit;tl ist  caultl 11ot l~o ld  suy)l.cmacy, ant1 live ill 
i d l r ~ ~ e s s  a ~ ~ d  I'uxury, its Ire now does. T l ~ c  assertion, t h a t  
if t h e  employer obtiii~r g rea t  profits Ilc nrill be cnab!cd t o  
pay Iligl~ \\,ages, is  a filllircy tr.l:icl~ daily contradicts itself. 
A s  the  capit;llist becon~es more n ~ e a l t l ~ ~ ~ ,  he  increases his 
c s ~ ~ c n ( l i t u r c ,  or invests Inore c~rpital. i v l ~ c r e  his profits 
rise from £200 to £-I00 or £800 per :tllliuln, no corrcs~)ontl- 
ing  rise, ;ur(l 110 I - ~ S C  \rI~:ltcvcr, t i t l ic~ 1)lacc ill t l ~ c  n.:~gcs of 
his ~\~orI:~nc!~l. Tl lc  oltl r;ttc of p ; t y m c ~ ~ t  is ~ n ; ~ i ~ ~ t x i n c t l  
t l ~ r o n g ! ~  all t l ~ t s c  ;idv;r~lccs ; I)ut \ \ . l ~ c l ~  a rc\.cl.sc  tali^^ place, 

alld l)rOfit~dewcase, t l ~ c  first th ing  t l ~ u l ~ ~ l ~ t  of by :In em- 
is,-not n.11rtl1er I I C  slrnll r c t renc l~  llis c s p c ~ ~ t l i t u r c ,  

alld forego s o ~ o c  of his lusnrics, ; u ~ d  conlc tlown to his 
Origill;tl standard, b u t  ho~u ?ILUCIL he shall rcduce Ilte Jungcs 
of llis l ~ O ~ l i ~ n e x  ; for his OIYII s ta t io~l ,  and pride, ant1 porrrl), 
mus t  remain ~iritoricl~ed. 'I'lrus t h e  ctirisio~l of society into 
classes perpetuates tile d i v i s i o ~ ~  of interests; and, by bring- 
ing  i~~( l iv i ( lu i~ l s  into 110stile cu11t:lct in the  colrlnlon scriuii- 
ble for subsistence, clestrops those germs of s y m p s t l ~ y  and 

feeling tvhicll ~lntural ly  esis t  i l l  all Incr!. Under  prc- 
sen t  :rrrangcrncuts, enc l~  tlivisio~r of society is sys tc~~rn t i -  
cally traillet1 to  1)clierc itself st11)crior or iuferinr to  o t l ~ e r  
divisiolrs--c;icl~ is syslcrnntic;llly tr;li~led to  1)clievc t h a t  i ts  
i~ l tc rcs t s  nrc more or I(.ss nt!\.a~~cctl by t l ~ c  tlcl)rcssioi~ of 
otlrcr i~ltercsts-iu~d r:tch inil)il~es Scc l i~~gs  iind prejudices 
difFcring from t l ~ c  ot l~ers ,  .end ;tpplicilble to i ts  oirn position 
or1 tlrc social inap. ' i ' l~r~s is society-thus (lo ~ I I C I I  t l ~ i ~ ~ l i ,  
act .  ;lncl fccl. 

TVlrirtcvcr In;ly be the  :~ltcrittio~rs m:ltle, i t  is  certi1i11 
t l ~ a t  a worse sys te~n  than tire present onc can by 110 possi- 
bility be tlcvisetl; antl i t  \voulil be cqrrally inipossible to 
111tl1ie a social c l ~ a l ~ g e  of any  kintl, ~ r l ~ i c l l  u.oultl leave SO- 
ciety in :IS bad it state as i t  IIO\V is. S u c l ~  being t h e  case, 
and t l ~ e r e  bei11g :~bund:rrit proof t11:lt Inan can be trained to 
imbibe good or bad feelings to~vards Iris fello\vs-to d~r-ell 
with them in equality, or rule ;is Iiing, or obey as  subject- 
i t  lias been co~~ccisecl tlrat, by ins t i tu t i l~g  n, social system 
u.hich shall tio iinriiy \r~itll t l ~ e  prcse~l t  gradat io~rs  in 
society, auct rinite all the i ~ ~ d i v i d u a l s  of a nation into one 
grciit fanlily, \rcl~ere gootl oflices s l~a l l  be reciprocal, irr~tl 
all interests one a ~ r d  inclivisil)le, t l ~ c r c  can es i s t  only feel- 
iugs akin t o  those now felt in isolntcd fimilies. I t  Iras long 
1)ecn seen t l ~ a t  a tliversity of interests must  always be 
destrrlctive of social I ~ a r ~ n o ~ ~ y ,  bec,u~sc necesbarily subver- 
sive of t l~osa  feelings of i~~dividui i l  a t t i ~ c l ~ m e n t  ant1 rcsl)cct 
\rliicl~ form tile olrly l),asi; on sr,hich universal lore a11tl 
peace can be rearer!. In  order, therefore, t o  reconcile 
those iiiterests wl~ ich  a re  now opposed, by ur l i t i r~g all into 
one i~lterest,  ar~tl to  csteutl universally t h a t  love a.iiic11 is  
now 1)ent u p  ~ r i t l ~ i l ~  t h e  ilnrrow circle of a fanlily, ;L sys- 
tem has been :~ttenrpteti  to  l)c cs tab l i~ i~cd ,  ill ~ r l ~ i c l ~  1:llrour 
slrall be i~uircrsal ,  i ~ r  \ r l ~ i c l ~  t h e  l;t11(1 itnd all I ) r ~ d u e t i \ e  
11ro11crty ~ l i a l l  I)e llcld 2r11tl cnjoycd ill conrlnttn, alrd i;r 



~vlricli r ights  antl duties slr:~Il be as equal as  tlre c a p -  
l~i l i t ies  of nran under the  best circumstances will admit  of. 
I n  this  in~provecl systcn,, t l ~ e r e  can be, from tlie nature of 
t h e  principles on \rlrich i t  is founded, r~e i ther  rich nor 
~ ~ o o r ,  rreitlrer e~r~ployers  nor e~nployctl, in  t h e  present 
sense of t h e  terms ; but  a getreral equality of corltlition 
ant1 of political power will  revai ail universally. lnstead of 
people residing in irnl~cnltlry and incon~modious dwellings 
u:~tl towns, lilic tirose a t  present esis t i~rg,  society will be 
divitletl into iIn irltlefitlitc 11l1111bcr of cotnmunitics o r  
families, coml~rising fro111 1,000 to 5,000 indivitir~als, who 
will d~ve l l  and labour irr extensive and well-tlevisetl builtl- 
ings, :tnd ereat2 aud enjoy every jrcccssary ant1 Irlrury in  
t h e  greatest abilntlance. All ~~crsor r s  will he etluc;~tctl i ~ n d  
trairlcd in the  I~es t  rn;rnncr tlrtrt Ltrowletlgc :itrtI es1)crience 
can devi5e. T h e  present forrils of ~ O V C ~ I I I I I C I I ~ ,  with t h e  
wars and crimes ant1 follies existitrg in 1)erpettlal it11d 
indissolul~lc connection with them, will I J ~  urrltr~owr~ ; arrd 
t h e  terrors ant1 wrorlgs alihe of despotism ant1 anarchy 
will be feared anti suffcrett no longel.. A pure :~rrci 
rational liberty will be ~ ~ n i r e r s a l l p  enjoyetl ; and every 
rnan mill do :IS Ile \r.ould be done by, and love his treigll- 
bour as Irimself. T h u s  situstetl- thus  c o n t r o l l i ~ ~ g  the  gootl 
and tire bat1 c i rcun~s ta r~c t~s  n ~ h i c i ~  surrounrl tirem, and 
operated upon by none of tlle vile and p ~ t l t r y  feelirlgs ~ v l r i c l ~  
nlore or less  row influence all men-tl~c physical, moral, 
and intellectual c11ar:lctcr of every intlivitiual mill attain 
t h e  highest standart1 of 11tinr:ur esccllrnce, and all t h e  
present evils and 1 ices of society ~vi l l  be entirely re- 
~noved. 

Rased on the  grea t  l ) r i~~c i l ) l e  of l lu~i ian e q u d i t y  of 
rights,  t h e  social systenl of comn~uni ty  of possessiorls will 
\r.orlt out  i ts  results by means of tlre foI lo\vi~~g arrange- 
Illellts :- 

1. A r ~ a n g ~ ~ i r e n t s  for t h e  ~)rodiiction atrd equable distri- 
bution of an unlimited q u a ~ ~ t i t y  of wealth. 

2. Arr:tngelnents for tlrc lthysical, moral, : ~ n d  it~tellec- 
tnal culture of every member of society. 

3. Arrangemerits for t l ~ e  proper gor-errrn~ent of society 
a t  I;rrre. a 

Untler thcse tlrrce gencr:tl Ircatls nrny be i n ~ l ~ l d e d  every- 
th ing  rclnt i~rg to I ) I ; ~ I I  allrl Iris i~~s t i t~r t io r t s .  T11ey c~r~br:tcc 
all tlrings tlr;lt ~ I ~ I V C  relitti 111 to  l l i v  cxis tct~cc itnd his ha])- 

pincss. T l ~ e y  are even t ~ o w  more or lens kept  i s  view b p  
all for they c:tnnot be lost siglrt of in any sociiiI 
system whatever. 

T h e  first class of arrangements relates to  the  erection of 
bllilc~ings for domestic, manufac tur i~~g ,  and commercial 
pnrposes, in  ~vhich  shall be combined all t h a t  can conduce 
t o  tlrc preservat,ion of lrealtlr, and to production ; t h e  
creation antl distribution of food and all other ltinds of 
procloce, tlle construction of ro;tds, ra i la lys ,  canitls, md 
all t h e  various rcql~is i tes  t o  unlimited prodnction and  
speedy distribution. 

Under  t h e  sccolid Ilcnd a r r  comprised s t ~ r l i  arraugernc~lts  
a s  rcl;ttc to  e(1ucntio11, in the  fr~llcst sense of the  tern1 ; t o  
t h e  fortn;~tion of clr;ir:~ctcr upon the  1wst p r i r ~ ~ i l ) l e ~  i ~ n d  
from t h e  best ~notlcls lttio\vu-tllc l ~ r ; ~ c t i r c  as  \vcll as  t h e  
I;tio\r~letlge of nlorality :inti r11:lrity-tlre lore of t ru th ,  
antl l i r tue ,  : ~ n 0  social Iritrrnony-t11e establ is l~rl~cnt  of  
iristitutions for rclnsatiorr nntl nuruscnrcnt-and :111 other  
r e g ~ ~ l a t i o n s  having relation to social r ights  i~11tl duties, m d  
t h e  ,,roper development and tlirectiou of t h e  powers of 
b o d y  nnb mind. - 

T o  t h e  th i rd  class belong such arrangements as  are  
necessary t o  t h e  proper regulation :~ntl governnlent ot 
society ;-in r e p r d  t o  t l ~ e  devisirrg ant1 institrltirlg of t h e  
1,est lneans for t h e  and ctistribr~tio~l of wealth ; 
the  ad jus t~nent  of ant1 corrsumption tlrrouglr- 
out  society a t  large, as  \re11 as t h e  commercial relations 
with foreign countries ; tlie education and t raining of 
individuals, and t h e  settlemcrlt of differences, and t h e  pro- 
tection of clrildren and i~lvitlids ; and t h e  devising afid 
establishing of all other regulations having reference t o  
t h e  control of production arid distributiorl, ancl t h e  pro- 
tection of persons : ~ n d  property. 

W h e n  t h u s  forulcied, and conta i t r i~~g  ,in perfection all 
these arrangements, tlicre can be no doubt t h a t  such a 
system \votild, from i ts>very nature, accomplish all t h a t  i t  
is  possible for t h e  po\vers of Inan t o  achiere. 

I n  t h e  system itself, as  me11 as in t h e  arrangements, 
the re  is  nothirrg wrl~icll has not been Inore or less acted 
upon by man sluce his creation; ancl nothing .trhicli i s  
incotnp;ltible with, or destrnctive of, tlie nlost perfect 
equality of r ights .  Tlrcre is rnercly an extensiou and 
classification-not a creation -of principles. TI1 e corn- 
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man feelings autl ; i t tacl~mcnts of I I I I T I I : ~ ~  nilturc will be 
t~e i ther  dcstrnyctl tlor \~ci~l tcnc(l ,  but  strengtl~cnctl :~ncl 
esl)antled ~ i n t i l  they cml)r:tcc niit ions :IS \\,ell ;IS individu;tls 
and families. T h e  production and distributiott of \sealtlt 
will not cease, and poverty and desolnt io~~ overspreatl the  
lantl, brlt t h e  mcst potent I)ourrrs which Itlitnan ingenuity 
can conqlter will be mntlc to  protlt~ce ne;ilth of every kintl, 
in quantities limitctl only by thc  tlcsires of nlittt. T h c  
peace of society \ r i l l  not be ~ ) c r p ~ t t " ; ~ l l y  it~vndctl, a t~ t l  mrtl 
left to  prey upon and slitughter c;lcll otltel., as is nom t h e  
cz~sc, 12ut a universal lorc ant1 harmony will es i s t  tltro;1~11- 
out  sbcicty, for all the  c a l m s  of cliscortl \rill IJC ;innilti- 
1;itcd. C;overnrnctrt;ll t lcsl~otis~n i~tltl irrcsl)onsiljlc i u ~ t l l o r i t ~  
\r.ill not, its they t:otv (10, scizc! u11o11 t h c  protlucc of 
intlustry : L I I ~  r t ~ l e  men e4tlr n rot1 of iron, hut  tllcrc will 
exist n universal frcctloln, fo~~rlclctl on t h e  most j)c:.fcct 
cq t~a l i ty  of riglrts, ant1 lteltl in s~~l),jcction by tltc ),@st of 
all possiblc go~crnmct1ts-self-govcrrrn-lent. l'llcrc n.ill Ijc 
neitller tyr;cnny, nor slavery, tror crime, for tltc incentic7es 
to these thilrms will no longer have cr:istet~cc. There  ~vi l l  h. lje no l ) o s s l ~ ~ l i t y  of cltildhood rcn)i\itling unprotected or 
oltl age ~inprovitled for ; i i l~d thns  t l ~ c  yot1t1g antl tlte oltl 
n,ill be no Iongcr torture*l wit,lt thosc tlarlc visions of t h e  
future, ~vlricli no\v palsy tl:e 1)cttcr fcclitljis of so many 
hearts, ant1 eml)itter the  fen, allottcd holtrs of nlan's exist- 
cttcc. All these things, and all else t.hat are  nttainal~lc, 
can be posscssetl ant1 clrjoyed by manltintl only untler!n. 
social systcm where 1nl)our is nnivcrs;ll, where lantl ant1 
capital a rc  I~c ld  in common, ant1 ~ v h e r c  equal r ights  and 
cq~izil litn,s n.ill be cnjopetl in t h e  fullest extent.  

111 contrnst with s ~ t c l ~  a stiltc of things, ~ s l t ; ~ t  docs tlle 
prcsent system offer ? Ere11 in its best a~ t t l  brightest 1)arts 
I IOW m~lci t  is there \\ranting-in tlic ptircst ant1 most unal- 
loyed emanations of charity ant1 love to  n ~ l t i c l ~  it  can give 
birth, honr coltl, and vitiaterl, and ~ t n e x ~ ~ a n d e t l  is cverv 
feeling ! I n  t h e  existing arra~lgemcnts  for t h e  cre:itiok 
and tlistribution of n~eal th,  every t l t i ~ ~ g  is defective antl 
unjust.  A n  inadcqu;lte quant i ty  is proclucetl, and tlte 
greater  par t  of this limited portion is enjoyed or wastetl I)p 
tliose \rrilo hare done little, ilnd thosc a,ho havc tlotte 
nothing, to\r~nrds its creation. I h r  t h e  worlting nlnn there,  
is no rcal ctljoyment, either 1)rcsent or prospective ; I ~ u t  his 
life's horizon is bounded by the  \rrcll-1inoa.11 land-marlis of 

\Inpitied poverty antl ~lnnssisted dccrcpitudc. View t h e  
~)resellt  system as ~ v c  will-cither in rcspcct t o  t h e  crca- 
tioll an() enjoymellt of \rrcilltll cul l t i l i r tn~l~ ~ l l t l  ~tli\-cl.~;lllJ', 
tile certain ant1 aclecluate provision for all accitlcnts and 
co:)tillgcncies, tile g r o ~ ~ t l l  and tlre 1)r:lctice of the  higher 
.c,irtlles, tile ntlv:luccn~e~lt of the  ;irts a11t1 sciences, and t h e  
facilities for the  attainment of intlivitlunl o r  univer- 

happiIlcss--there is notlring in  this system \r.l~iclt can 
be regnrdC(1 as  i~ stifhcient recommentlation for i t s  conti- 
nunrlcc. Every good ~ v l l i c l ~  is now enjoyctl c ~ n  i)e like- 
wise cnjoye(! under a sys tcn~  of comtnunity of 1)osscssions 
ant1 ecl~~;tlity of contlition ; ~r l t i l e  ill1 tltosc crvils wllic11 How 
from tltc ~ ) r c s c t ~ t  ; ~ r r ; ~ t ~ g c t n c n t s  of society will Ilc entirely 
csc.i~~)ccl f ron~,  ;tlltl be felt ;lt~tl I ~ I I O \ V I I  110 l u ~ ~ g c r .  

Tltc llOlitical ccollon~ists ant1 cnl,it;ilists 11;ir.c tnatlc many 
ol)jcctiot~s to tlrc social systcun of cotnntrlr~ity of posses- 
sions and ~ ( ~ l l ; t l i t y  of r ights ;  nnd havc ntlviinccd rn:irIy 
arglltnc~lts to  sltc\rr t h a t  the  system ciu~uot  be cstal~l is l~ed,  
or, if moment:lrtly sct  to  worli, can never IJC pc rn~anent lp  
acted upon. Some of tlteir'rcasons arc  intentled to prove 
t h a t  tile pro(lllctive classes-the pcrsons most interested i n  
the  ~o t l t e rn~la tec l  change-can never acc1lmr1l;ite sufticicnt 
moncy to Commcncc t h e  new systetn, by tllc purchase of 
t h c  fixed capitnl of t l ~ c  collntry from tllosc \vho no\\. lloltl 
i t  ; t h a t  tltcy \\rill never be able t o  prevail upon tlte capi- 
talists to  assist them in t h e  enterprise ; t h a t  if isolated 
co tnm~~ni t ies  be estallisltctl, they  will ultitnately f;~il from 
t h e  itnnror;llity or grncral bntl l ~ a b i t s  of the  parties com- 
prising them ; and tltnt, even if t h e  nesr system mere par- 
tially comtncnccd in desl)ite of all these obstacles, tlie 
comtnunitics moulil fitil from t h e  it1;tbility of their  metn- 
bers t o  cornpete in  protluctiotr nritll t h a t  par t  of society 
remaining tuntlcr t h c  prcscnt systcn~.  

T h e  weight of these ol)jcctions can be determined only 
by  ac impartial sur rey  of all the  means which may be 
made avniiable itt fo~\varding the  co~ltctn~~lateclcl~angc, and  
completing i t  after i t  has been cornnlc~~ccd. T o  accom- 
plish t h e  clrangc, and free Litbour from the  (lominion of 
Capital, i t  is  necessary tha t  the  Innd and rcprotIt1c;))le 
\rcaltll of the  country sl~oriltl be i n  possession of the  n,orl;- . 
i n g  clilss. Tltcir cndeavo~~rs ,  tllcrcforc, I I ~ I V C  been chiefly 
tlircctctl to  t h e  nccutnu1:~tion of a sum of money s~ifli- 
ciently large to enable n certain n ~ ~ t n l ) e r  of persons t o  
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pnrchase t h e  land and fisetl capital of the  conntry from 
tllose who now possess it, t h a t  the  nc\lr a r ra r lge~nc~l t s  
might  be in~mediatcly commencec1 hy the  formation of a t  
least one social community. Partly, Ilon.cvcr, f r o ~ n  the 
general ignorance ~vhicln prevails respecting t h e  elld 
desiretl, : u ~ d  partly from t h e  hostility of those classes 
interested i n  maintaining the  present supremacy of Capital 
over Laborir, in no case 11;ls a s~~f l ic icn t  furltl beet1 accunlu- 
lated to afford a community any  clr:lnce of success. Dis- 
t r u s t  ant1 tlivision, also, have a t  timcs p u t  n p r e ~ n a t u r c  en(1 
t o  tlrese struggles, and t h e  undert;ilring has endctl in  con- 
tention anti co~~fr~sior t .  .. I h e  ~)ro(luctive classes, from their  present position in  

society, arc  ~teccssarily poor ; ant1 t l~crcforc   no st of their 
endeavor~rs to  benefit thc~msclvcs hilve been, ill ;L g rea t  
degree, cramped ant1 darnned a t  tltc very outset. T h e r e  
are, bcsitlcs, v:ist masses of worlimen in a s t ; ~ t c  of sucll 
abject poverty-and poverty, too, daily e s t e r ~ t l i ~ l g  in i t s  
operation :mil increasing in i ts  intensity-that t h e  accu- 
1nu1:ttions of whole generations of them \voultl advance 
b u t  lit t le t h e  estab!ish~nent of tlle system of community. 
B u t ,  notnitllstanilil1g 1111 these disadvantages, tllcrc a re  
sufficient funtls a t  this  moment in the  hands of t h e  vari- 
ous operative Benefit Societies in the  TJnitctl Icingdom t o  
establisli several commur~ities tlircctly. T h e  l:lte tratles' 
unions, also, nfl'o~d evidence of t h e  power of the  worliing 
classes, poor a s  they are, t o  raise vast sums of money ; ant1 
althol~glt these sums sinli into insigniticance \r.l~en con- 
sidered as  t h e  means by \vltich a soci:ll systrrn is to  he a t  
once s ~ ~ b v e r t c t l ,  they a re  qui te  a t l e q ~ ~ a t e  t o  t h e  comme~~ce- 
merit of common-stock institutiolls. Tlr~ts, i t  is evitler~t 
t h a t  i t  is in tlie ponrcr of the  \vorl{ing classes, a s  a body, t o  
set  t h e  new system ill motion I)y their  own unaided endca- 
vours-by tlle trifling s111)scription of even one penny per 
week-and ~ v l ~ e n  once fairly estitblisl~etl, i t  woultl untler- 
~ i l i n e  t h e  present system ill all directions, and bring i t  
down in ruins. 

I n  arlditio~l t o  t h e  power thus  inherently possessed b y  
t h e  proilucers, there have a t  times been found, and tllere 
a rc  pet existing, wealthy capit;llists willing t o  assist in t h e  
g!orious \r.orl< of human emancil)ation from poverty and  
vlce. B y  t h e  aid of a nurnber of such intlividuals, conr- 
n~on-stock corntnunities m i g h t  be established, and ulti- 

rnately work out  the end desired. I t  may be said, that,  
by the  aid of s u c l ~  cal)italists, it conl ln~~tl i ty  I B ~ S  OII IY p ;~r -  
ti;ll]y establishetl--th:tt an a l ) ~ ) r o s i n ~ : i t i o ~ ~  n'ns made t o  
Ilnivers;ll labour an(! eqa:tl cschallgcs, because all t h e  
meinhers of t h e  c o m ~ n ~ i n i t y  \rere to assist in l~roduction, 
ancl then erljoy in common t h e  nrenlth prodl~cctl-that 
buildings \<,ere erecteil, and t h e  various members set t o  
work--atltl that,  in a short titnt', the  a t t empt  completely 
failed, the  comninnity was tlissolretl into its primitive 
elements, and the  lantl and b ~ ~ i l d i n g s  were sold ;\otl applietl 
t o  other pllrposcs. R u t  in this  parti:tl a t te~nl) t ,  miide with- 
o u t  dlle consideration of t h e  ol)stacles to  be srlrnlounted, 
t h e  wealth invested mas of very limitetl i irl~ou~lt,  and totally 
ina(lcqllatc t o  uncet t l ~ c  csigcncice of the case ; and this  
carlsc i ~ l o ~ ~ e  was suficicnt to  ensure fitilure. T h u s  confined 
in their e n d ~ ; ~ v o t l r s  a t  the  very beginnit)g, a11d dispiritec\ 
by  the  slow progress of the  system, 'lntl the  many dificul- 
tics and ;unnoy:lnces t o  \rllich their want of Inenus and  
their  isolated p s i t i o n  exposed t l~em,  t h e  capitalists and  
others engiigcd in t h e  enterprise u1tinl:itely nrithrlrem the i r  
assistance from ;in at tempt which appeared to promise so 
unfnvorrrablp. 

B u t  i t  is likewise objected by the  economists-and t h e  
prccctling e x a ~ r ~ p l e  is brooght forward as proof-tllnt, even 
llad there been atlequate funds, the  general habits of socie- 
t y  a t  large a re  incornl)atible with the  esistence of a n y  
other  tlrarl the  present socinl system-t11at man, with h i s  
present class and caste education and l)rejuclices, could not  
go  a t  once into a, social systcm of conlmunity, and dn.ell 
in harmony and equality with his fello\rs. All these argu- 
ments, hou.ever, are  dmmn from a consideration of lnan a s  
l ~ e  is nt present-without reference t o  t h e  causes which 
have made him thus,  and ~ v i t l ~ o u t  any consideration as t o  
whether  these causes inay not be s~lpplanted by others, a n d  
other  effects be thereby producetl. Therefore all such 
objections go  n o  fur ther  than t o  point ou t  the  dificulties 
a t t endant  on t h e  first establishn~ent of t h e  system of com- 
munity.  

K u ~ n a n  nature is llurnan nature th rougl~out  t h e  whole 
world. ; b u t  i ts  manifestatiorls are  as  various and coutra- . 
clictory as a re  the  colours, crcetls, and larlgt~ages of nlen. 
All mankind a re  possessed of t h e  like fiic~~lties, propcrlsi- 
ties, and qualities of being, and yet no two individuals, 



tl~inh-, feel, or ac t  precisely tlic same ; nor arc  t l ~ c  t l ~ n n g l ~ t s ,  
feelings, ant1 :tctions of tlrc satnc person invi~riitblc :ltltl 
~ ~ n a l t e r a l ~ l c .  Tl~~ts,  \rlrile i t  is corlI'csset1 tlrat t!~erc is  not 
now amongst men t h a t  it~tcllectunlity, t h a t  ch;lrity, t h a t  
I ~ i g h  sense of I~onour, t l ~ t t  gcnuitte morality, wrhich i s  
essential to  t l ~ c  proper worliing of a system of cq~r; t l i t~,-  
i t  cannot be tlenietl that,  Ijy intermet!iate a r r a n g e m e ~ ~ t s ,  
individuals may be sr~fficicntly i r l lb~~ei l  wit11 t l ~ e s e  recluisite 
qualities to  cornmence t h e  c l ~ a t ~ ~ c .  

Insteatl of tracing t l ~ e s c  miscarriages to  their proper 
cause, the  ca1)italists and ec.ol~onlists havc :lt once set  t11em 
t lo~rn  as the  n:rt,ural ant1 incvit:tblc res~ l l t s  of evc1.y a t t empt  
t o  srtbvert t l ~ c  present system alril cstablisl~ t : ~ e  p r i ~ ~ c i p l e ~  
of equality. T l ~ c y  I~oltl them 111) as beacons t o  \rrarn tile 
discontcntcd ant1 the  charitnble of the  I~opelessncss of t l ~ e i r  
condition ant1 t h e  fiitility of their cntleavours. B u t  t l lesc 
f i t i l~~rcs  to  cstablislr ulliversal 1;tljour ant1 equal rcmutIer;i- 
tion havc arisen f r o n ~  ~~:tr t icr~I; l r  c i rc~~mst; t t~ccs,  well asccr- 
t;lined and retnctli:~ljle ; :tnd s u c l ~  ~ n o m e ~ ~ t a r y  ill-sncccsscs 
can no more be regirc!etl as proofs of t h e  impossibility of 
establishing and acting upon the system of equality, that, 
can the  s!o\~*progress of sciellce in the  early ages be con- 
sidereif as  indicative of tlre ch i~~ie r ica l  ;ind worthless 
character of i ts  g rea t  truths. There  have never yet  been 
sufiicient means-either monetary or nlornl-devoted to 
t h e  establishment of t h e  new system, to  afford a well- 
grounded hope of success. T o  the  causes of failure 
arising from insufhcient funds, must  be added those causes 
dependent on tlie parties who ;~ttemptctl t h e  change. T h e  
indivicluals who entered t h e  projcctctl con~mon-stock com- 
munity urere talien almost ~)romiscuously from the  ~vor ld  a t  
large, ant1 they carried with them their  oltl feelirlgs, prcju- 
dices, and Ilabits,--all of which \vcrc incompatible with 
t h e  existence of any  Itintl of c t l~~a l i ty ,  because, b c i t ~ g  par t  
and parcel of the  esis t ing system, they 1r7erc natumlly sub- 
vcrsirc of any equi~l i ty  wlliclr might  be estallislletl. 

But, set t ing aside all t l ~ e s e  pecuniary diflicultics, ant1 
t l~ose  which relate to  t h e  ntoral c l~nracter  aucl amicable 
agreement of' the cotnmunica~~ts ,  i t  is contended by t h e  
economists, t h a t  t l ~ c  sllccess of tlre new system is depend- 
en t  on otllcr CitUsCS t11an c i t l ~ c r  cllatigc of character or 
tile acquisition of a sufficient ci~pitill to  commetlce cffec- 
tive proceeclings; ant1 that., tl~ereforc, even if cammunitirs 

be cstal,lisl~etl, tltey mrr:;t very sl,eetlily fail. T i~ l i ing  
society as tiley fintl it, \v i t l~  i ts  ~n l~ l t i f i i r io t~s  divisions, i ts  
cnml,ctition, itntl t h e  rct1111rtl:mcy iulti I~ol~elcss  poverty of 
t l lc  InlIourillg classes, the  economists tn:~itrtain t t ~ a t  those 
persolls in ;l commrittity, : l l t l~or~fi l~ 1;il)ourin~ .? universnlly 
ilntl elljo;.ing in common, will be no better oft l t l  respect t o  
:L1l t h e  conlforts ;m(l I r ~ s ~ r r i c s  of life, t11:ur those \vl~o rernnin 
Il~~cier tile 1,resctlt system. Re:~sot~ing thus, tlrey sa!? :-A 
comnlrlllity mus t  I)ro(luzc wi t l~ in  itself every article of 
n , l ~ i ~ h  i t  is i n  want, or i t  tn r~s t  protlacc :L comn~odity which 
it c:ln cscllange for the  :irticIc tlcsirecl. It is intended 
t l ~ a t  t l ~ e  1al)our of tltose in co~nu~rru i ty  s11:~ll not I I I I I C ~ I  

esceetl the  half oF tile Iitl,or~r I,erfortnetl by t h e  \rorl;ers in  
t l ~ c  present sys tcn~  : if t l ~ c r e  be less I;il)o~rr t l ~ c r e  will be 
propnrtion;ttely lcss 1realt11 creatcd, ruitl tlrereforc lcss t o  
c:or~suunc, ilnd less t o  esch i~ngc  for the  articles nnntctl ; 
conseclllctrtl y, cotnmotlities \rrill kc nearly t\rfice ns tleiir in  
c o t n ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ t i t y  as tlrcy arc out-or in o t l ~ e r  worck, \ \ , l ~ e r ~  
traclirlg \\lit11 t h e  worltl a t  large, t l~osc  in co~nmtuiity will 
receive only I ~ a l f  as 1nuc11 of a co~nmodity, in excllangc for 
tlie proccetls of their labonr of six h o ~ r r s  :L day, as t l~ose  
who arc not in commrrnity n,ill receive for tlreir t ~ r c l v e  
Itours. I f  all t l ~ c  we;tltlr t h a t  is o!)t;titietl in cotnmunity be 
eciuitlly enjoyed, suc11 eqr~uli ty  in tlistrib~rtiorr will be no 
recotnperlse for the  insutlicier~t clual~tity received ; and if 
the  people ~ v o r k  long hours, ant1 prodrlcc more, their  situa- 
tion will then, upon the whole, be litt!e better tlian t h a t  of 
those relnitilring under  tlre oltl sjestctn. I n  respect t o  
t rading matters, i t  is not possil~lt! t11;rt the  individrlal 1r11o 
~vorlts in comn~rlnity about s i s  1io11rs n clay, should coni- 
pe te  wit11 the  half-starved l a b o ~ ~ r e r  \<rho toils t\rclve l ~ o u r s  
per  day  under  the  present system ; for, l e t  tlle staple 
1)ro~Iucc of :L cc,m~nunity be \rlriit i t  n~:ly--lct any ;tat1 
evei.y ltintl of maclrinery be ctnployetl-tlre s:tnle staple 
will be protl~lccd by t l ~ e  same rn;rchiucry in old society, 
and \{rill al\r.ays be c l~eaper  in t h e  Iiist than in t h e  first 
Taxes, also, ant1 rents, will be paid, directly or inrlircctly. 
by t l~ose  in colnmunity as  jvell as  by those orit of it : anti 
they mill liltewise be equally snl).iect to  all those rates 
and imposts w l ~ i c l ~  come unrlcr the  (!enomination of govern- 
mental burt l~ens.  A coni~nunity wonltl t h u s  stand some- 
what  i n  t h e  character of a sm:~11 f;lrming and manufac- 
t u r i n g  establishment ; ant1 i t  is \re11 Lno\vn tha t  t l ~ e  



niajority of sntall farmers and m:lnuf:icturers can barely 
make ends meet, even when they are  proprietors, unless 
sul~jectetl  to constant labour ant1 anxiety. 

'l'he whole of these objections of the  economists-fatal 
as they appear when levelled against an isolateii commu- 
n i ty  in a country sucli as Grea t  Britain, and surrounded, 
a s  such community would be, by llostilc interests of every 
description-are po~r.erlcss w11en applied to  the system of 
c o m n ~ u n i t y  of possessions as (I sysfem.  A wl~olc  artd a 
par t  arc! not S ~ I I O I I ~ ~ T I O I I S  terms ; and, in the  present case, 
ttte objections applietl to  t h e  orrr do not in t h e  least afrect 
t h e  ot l~er .  Society, in  tile same manner a s  arc  t h e  intli- 
vitlr~als of whic l~  i t  is c o n ~ l ~ o s ~ t l ,  is ar~t l  ;~ lw:~ys  will 1)c made 
up  of many p:~rts, e:icl~ perf'orrnitrg its spccifictl d ~ ~ t i c s ,  ant1 
each par t  i~t( l ispcr~sal~le  to  t1)e \veil-being of t h e  whole. 
T l ~ e r e  must  altrrays be :irmngemcnts for t h e  p r o d u c t i o ~ ~  ;lntl 
tlistri1)ution of fi~otl and ncccssaries, ant1 also for t h e  intel- 
1ectu:il anrl moral cultivatior~ of society a t  large, as ~vcl l  a s  
for the  gor.cmrnent antl guidance of i ts  mcn~bcrs. It will 
happen in every cour~try,  that ,  while one par t  is favourable 
t o  the  production of food, another portion will be bet ter  
adapted to t h e  manufacture of har t l~rare,  or pottery, o r  
cloth ; and upon t h e  judicious management of these advnn- 
tages \r,ill depend tlre greater  or less saving in t h e  labour 
and t ime devoted to t h e  production of ~rea l th .  T h e  
varions difficnlties of this  nature, therefore, which stand i n  
t h e  way of tlie success of an isolated communiiy, can have, 
rlo existence in a s;l/sfem c?f co7nmu?~ilies. 

Besides, in compari t~g t h e  relative position of parties i n  
antl o11t of comnrunity, t h e  eco~~omis t s  assume t h a t  t l ~ o s e  
in a comn~uni ty  will, by t h e  present arrangemerits o f  
society, be compelled to contribute t o  the  support of t h e  
unprotluctive classes not in the  community. T h e y  t h u s  
t ake  away the  very essence and spirit  of tlre system of 
community-its g rea t  il istinguisl~ing features of universal 
labour and equal exchanges-ant1 the  system of community 
becotnrs, in their  Irantls, a mere modification of t h e  prcsent 
system, and s ~ ~ f i r i u g  all the  blirthens and wrongs endured 
under  t h e  existing system. T h e  entire removal of all 
tllese social ant1 governmental imposts is one grea t  chn- 
racteristic of the  system of community of possessions and 
eciuality of r igh ts  ; for, as  a system, i t  will be destructive 
of all s u c t ~  grievances. 'I'he lit t le expense incurred by 

government mill 1)c i n  t l ~ c  instead oi t l te 
pinislrment of crimc, and t l ~ c  prevention instcat1 of t h e  
prosecution of w:v :~b.;iinst ncigllbouritrg states; for, untler 
t h e  present system, tlre protection of persons and pro- 
perty, t h e  carryirlg on of wars, antl t h e  paynlcnt of tlebts 
arising ou t  of sucli wars, form tlte chief iterns in govern- 
mental expenditure. 

T l ~ e s e  t l ~ i r r g ~ ,  ilnd t h e  institutions connected with tltctn, 
a rc  indissolubly bound 1rp wit11 t h e  mis t ing  sys tcn~  ; and 
may bc regartlet1 as  t h e  c l ~ i r f  tlood.g:~tes tllrorigl~ \rllicll 
t h e  ? rnrecdy slro;~ls of civil, crclcsi;~stical, :uld ~ r ~ i l i t a r y  
vatnplres arc  let in  u p o ~ t  a pcol)le. 

r > 1 l t t~s, :is a system, c o ~ n m ~ ~ ~ r i t y  of possessions will do for 
;L n;Ltioll tllosc tllings \rlticl~, \vit\! tile present SyStctll, c;m- 
not bc done untler any circi~~ils t i~r tces;  ant1 i t  \vo111(1 be 
jllst ;rs mtional to  poi~rt  to  t h e  scvrrcd llenrl and limbs of ii 
man, ;ls evi(lcllces of his po~vc~-~cssncss ,  :IS i t  is tn jutlgc of 
tile results of t h e  system of c o m ~ n u t ~ i t y  by the  feeble 
operations of an isolated portion of it. 

Commurtity of possessions is  in  every respect t h e  most 
perfect form of society which man can institute, and i t  
t l~ere fore  requires a corresponding degree of excellence in  
t h e  c1iar;tcter and qualities of all 1v11o enjoy i t s  influence. 
T h a t  mo(lificatio11 of t h e  principle of community and 
equality already considered, which unites society a t  large 
rnto one great  family, where t l ~ e r e  is nothing b u t  har- 
mony and love, is t h e  last rentove which n ~ a n  cart malte 
to~varils perfection. I t  niap he said, therefore, t h a t  we m i g l ~  t 
as  v~cl l  expect to  bc l~dc l  tlie fly to  spring I I ~  ;kt once from t h e  
maggot, as expect t h a t  Inan can b '  vo 1)y one remove, from 
t h e  prcsent systetn into one so tiiss~~rrilirr in  all i t s  par ts  as 
i s  t h e  system of conimurrity. 'Tl~c worm n,liicll is  taken 
from nmiilst putrcscency \oil1 defile all t l~ i l t  i t  to~lclies, arid 
stinl; ~ v l ~ e r c v e r  i t  may be placetl,--and yet  i t  contains in 
embryo t h e  plumed ;lr~tl g ~ r ~ d y  insect ml~tcll is  to  sport i n  
tlre sunbearlr and dance upon tlie breeze. It is  time and 
circumstanr .~ wlticll bring about tlre change : by successive 
steps does t h e  transfortnatioll progress, antl t h e  last remove 
coml)letes tltc work. 

So, lil;ervise, mus t  it be with man. T l i e  foul and 
lontltsome selfisllness n,hich now more or less accompanies 
every action, clings t o  evcry t l~ought ,  and pollutes every 
aspiration, is par t  of tlie system in uh ich  rrlau has for so 
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many ages moved. Daily esl)ericncc proves t l ~ a t  the  prc- 
s e r ~ t  social system is :iltogetlrcr r~nfavoural)le to  t h e  attain- 
ment  of :t l1ig11 stantliird of excelle~lcc ill rcgnrd to  
character-that i t s  customs, and motles of action tIlr011g11- 
out, tend only to generate corrupt  feelings and bad prac- 
tices, and to bring into play tlie lowest an11 t h e  worst of 
man's fac~lltics. Every s tep t o  tlic establishment of a 
bet ter  system m11st bc maile by tlrosc mllo h a r e  grown up  
~ ~ n t l c r  tlie present system, ant1 wlro arc, therefore, niore o r  
less imbuctl with t11c tlepravitp and ill-feelings wllicl~ this  
sys te~n  gencr;~tcs. A mere Itnou~ledge of t h e  1rrinci~)lcs of 
e q ~ t ~ t l i t y  is not t h e  o11ly rctlliisitc for tile cst i~l , l is l~mcl~t  of 
cornml~l~ i ty  of ~)ossessiolls. Tllerc ~ n ~ i s t  lilicwisc exist t l ~ c  
rctlr~isitc f c e l i ~ ~ g s  ;tncl 1norr11 c!l~nliticts, all \vcll tlcvcl(~~)etl, 
:111(1 ; ~ ~ c o m p : ~ n i e d  1 y  l ~ i g l ~  intellectual powers. If,  then, a. 
cllangcd clraractcr IIC c s s c n t i ~ l  to t h e  success of the  soci:~I 
spstctn of community i n  i t s  most 1)crfcct form-ancl if, 
lil;c\r,ise, tlrc ])resent systcrn :~ifortls no circ~~mst:inces :ind 
110 f:tcilities for e f ic t i l ig  t h e  requisite change of (:llaracter, 
ant1 preparing Inan for thc  h i g l ~ c r  and bet ter  s ta te  dcsiretl 
-it is cvide~rt  tllilt things i l ~ u s t  nccessaril!~ rernaili :is they 
:ire, unless orre of two methods be adopted. E i ther  those 
n f l ~ o  commence tlic new system mus t  be possessetl of 
accnn~ulatiorrs of c;tl)ital sufticient to overcome t h e  tlraw- 
baclts of e r e r y  liind imposed by t h e  present system, un t i l  
t h e  superior circumstances created by tile new system shall 
11:tve clone the i r  xvorl:, and generated a race of I ~ u m a n i  
beings ~videly difFererit in cllaracter ant1 habits frorn t l~ose  
who no.rr exist;-or clsc some ~ ~ r c ~ p a r a t o r y  stel) must  be 
discovered autl ~n;itlc use of-some ~novement  partaking 
jrartly of t h e  present a l~t l  partly of t h e  clcsired spstem- 
some i~~termedi;r te  resting-l)l;ice, to  url~icll society may g o  
with all i ts  far~l ts  and a11 its fi~llics, and from \ v l ~ i c l ~  i t  may 
move forn.al.c!, imbr~ctl wit11 those qualities and at t r ibutes  
w i t l ~ o u t  whiclr the  system of c o m n t r ~ ~ ~ i t y  and equ;ility call- 
not as  s l ~ c l ~  11avc existence. 

W11et1 o~lcc  fairly sct  i n  nrotion, a new social system 
must, from t h e  operation of :r la\v of nntrlrc constant :inti 
invarial)le, generate met1 and lnotles of action ill :leeordance 
xvitli i ts  own n:~turc a ~ l d  protcctivc of i t s  own existence. 
T l ~ e r c  is in all things :L f ' a c ~ ~ l t p  of action and ~.c:tctio~l, 
wfiicfl, did no estrar~eous ir~tcrferenccs occur, woultl pre- 
relit  all othcr cll:tnges, ;111(l st:tmlr with perpetuity t l ~ i n g s  

as thcp arr ,  or \rrere. T l ~ i s  I)rcdisl.rosition to  cont im~nncr  
is no more than a, n~otlification of t h a t  im~nutilble law 1ry 
~r.IiicIl liltc causes .cr.oultl be compelled to  produce like 
effects. B u t  carlses are  not, and ncrcr  can be, prccisclp 
;,like, and therefore eRccts are  ilevcr exactly t l ~ e  same. 
T o  be a like carrsc, one cause mus t  opcr:ttc ; ~ t  tlie same 
time, in  tlic same place, upon t h e  same t l~ings,  in  the  same 
manner, and under  all tlre circumstances i l l  ~vlliclr sonle 
other  c:ulse is acting-the srlpposition of n-l~ich is n h s ~ ~ r t l  
;tnd incomprchensiblc. T l ~ l ~ s ,  i ~ l t l ~ o u g l ~  i t  is t h e  n a t r ~ r c  of 
t h e  present soci;~l systrni to generate c l~nr ;~c tc rs  nut1 insti-, ' 

t r ~ t i o t ~ s  i n  itgrcclncnt wit11 itsrlf, i111t1 ~ ~ r o t ~ c t i v e o f  itsdf,  
tlre cotnmoti ;tOcrr;ttior~ of c ; ~ ~ ~ s ; ~ t i o l ~  is slo\r.ly but  irrcsisti- 
Ijly ~)rogrewinfi,  ;tn(l g e ~ ~ e r ; ~ t i ~ ~ g  ill i ts C O I I ~ S C  II(*\V forces 
; ~ r ~ t l  new o r g t ~ ~ i c  tlistr~rl);uices, \ v l ~ i c l ~  111ust inerit;tl)ly brill:. 
on decline, :ind ilissoll~tion, and re~o~~il)osi t ioi i .  TIIIIS rise 
nntl fill1 ;ill systclns-t1111s arc  crcntctl i111t1 tlcstrn!rcd all 
beings-tlitrs arc fr;~tncd ;111(1 s ~ ~ b v c r t c d  :dl i l t s t i t~~t ions .  

W i t h  regarti t o  t l ~ c  i n s t i t ~ ~ t i o n  of tlie social system of 
community of posscssio~~s and equality of rig-llts, i t  is  
possil)le, from tlie natilre of tlic change, and from a con- 
sideration of nl ta t  l ~ a s  a t  t imes been done 1)y them, t h a t  i t  
may r~l t imately be accoinplisl~ed even ,by the  unaided 
entleavollrs ancl small s:tvings of tlrc wol-liir~g classes ; anti 
t h a t  i t  niigllt, also, in  course of time, be effectctl hy t h e  
partial union of t h e  capitalists nit11 t h e  protlncers; and 
this, too, xrithout political or soci:~l disturbances, or any  
immediately ~)crceptible ctFcct upon the  existing 1an.s ;tnd 
n r r a ~ t g e m c ~ ~ t c  of society a t  large. I31lt tlie e s ~ ~ e r i e i r c e  of 
ill1 tirnes goes to  s l~cw, t11:lt no cn tc r~) r i se  can be regnrrlctl 
as  secure of accoml)lisl~mcnt, if i t  tlcpcntl for success on 
t h e  self-ilcnial of masses of people, xrl~o, living almost from 
hantl to  m o ~ ~ t l r  on tlie p ro t l~rc .~  of tlicir I;ibour, ant1 I~aras- 
sea by tlre perpetual citlls of a family for s ~ r l ~ s i s t c ~ ~ c c ,  are  
made by their  position the  slnrcs of t h e  ~nonient ,  and a rc  
incapacitatccl from taking n111c11 from tlrc present to  pro- 
vide itgnirlst tlie f i~ ture .  T l ~ e  caliitalists ant1 econo~nists 
a re  perpetually advising t l ~ c  productive cl:~sses to live 
abstemiously, a11d ho;trd U P  every triflc which car1 be screwed 
frorn tlicir stomncl~s or their  baclis; but  sue11 cor~nscl, 
l~owcver  good it  mily be, liercr c;ir~ bc :~ctctl upon t o  L I I I ~  

g rea t  extent,  for i t  is not in 11u1n;rn n: i t t~re t o  go  on un t i l  
cleat11 lilte a mere n~acl i i~lc ,  if tltcre bc allictl wit11 it any 



degree of feeling or intellectuality beyond t h a t  of a beast 
of burthen. Rlaltc men susceptible of enjoyment, e i ther  
animal or intcllectr~al, and t h a t  will they seek for and  
obtain, despite of consequences ; and so l o r ~ g  as  a poor class 
is  stlrrountied by t h e  example of a rich cl:tss, :lnd exposed 
t o  every ten11)tation 117llicl1 depraveti ingenuity can invent 
t o  excite and grat i fy factitious :varrts, i t  is in vain to hope 
t h a t  t h e  allurements of the  senses can be withstooil, u111ess 
there l ~ e  created motives more power fill than those arising 
from t h e  mere chance of enjoying a bet ter  social p o s i t i o ~ ~  
a t  sonle rcnlote pcriorl. Desultory :tnd isolated entlea- 
voilrs of mere fractions of society, lilte~vise, from the i r  
very ni~ture,  are  much more lilcely to fail than to succcetl ; 
and t f la t  SIICII  cffi)rts cilrl I)c lit t le else than tlesultory ant1 
isnl:ltcd, is apparent from t h e  fi~ct,  tha t  a v;lst :LI I~I  pro- 
gressively increasing portion of society, from their  positiort 
and the  clearth of means a t  their tlisposal, a r e  so incxtrica, 
bly bound u p  with the  p~scscnt system, t h a t  only a general 
movernent of t h e  comrnuuity a t  large can effect their  
cleliverance. 

T h a t  no means of effecting t h e  desired change may be 
wanting, we mill now consider another plan of operations- 
lvhich, u ~ l ~ i l c  i t  contains all the  essentials of t!le modes 
already reviemctl, is free from their  defects, in respect t o  
t h e  time in which t h e  change may be accomplishetl, t h e  
rlumhers n~l lo \sill he ;it once included in i t s  benefits, and 
the facilities rvhich i t  affords for taking society j u s t  as  i t ,  
is, withoat  materia! nlterktion ei ther  ~ I I  human character, 
or domestic arrangements, o r  t h e  existing modes of creating 
or  distribnting wealth. 

A s  a fir5t s tep t o  the  consideratiorl of such an interme- 
diate  social chnngr, we \rill examine into t h e  nature and 
operation of t h a t  first g rea t  element of t h e  power of t h e  
capitalist-MOYEY. Sac11 a review, while i t  will tend t o  
er~force yet  stronger upon t h e  worlting class t h e  necessity 
of a change of sps tcn~ ,  will a t  t h e  same t ime acquaint 
then1 with the  secret of t h e  almost omnipotent m i g l ~ t  of 
t h e  cal~i tal is t  ; and enable them t o  perceive how easily th i s  
power lnay be wrested from him, al~t l  made to subserve t h e  
g r e a t  cause of human exilltation and llap1)iness. 

CHAPTER X. 

TI-IE NATURE AND USES OF RIONEY. 

Fnolr the  gcncri~l  fililure ~ v h i c h  11ns heretofore attended 
all politici~l ;~rltl soci:il for ;ul~cliorating t h e  contlition 
of the working cl;~sses of t h e  United Kingdom, t h e  

econonlists, as is  d:lily seen, 11i1w i~cquired 
increased fitit11 in their  own cioctriues of iueq\lnlity, and a 
more c o ~ ~ t i r n ~ e d  assurance t h a t  no o ther  than their  great  
remedy of restricting Labour t o  Capital can effect t h e  
object aimetl at. W e  have seen t h a t  these inerl cor~tem- 
plilte nothing more tll;ln \rrllat they conceive t o  be t h e  
improvement of the  present systeni-that they lvould keep 
t h e  whole hnm;ln race tlivitleci into two classes-into rich 
and poor, or capitalists and producers--tl~e one class \val- 
lowing in ~ ~ e a l t h ,  ;trl(l t l ~ e  other  placed just  beyond " t h e  
verge of starvation." T h e y  (lo not expect t h a t  a man of 
t h e  la t ter  class shoulit eat  ;t meal unt i l  h e  has produced 
two-one for labour, and  t h e  other for " profitm-one for 
t h e  \vorlcman, ant1 t h e  other for his  employer, t h e  capital- 
ist. T h e y  would, therefore, have no Inore workers t h a n  
could be " profitably employed" by the  capitalists-or, i n  
otllcr ~rori is ,  they \vould limit the  future increase of t h e  
~ r o r l i i n g  cl;tsses, mltl starve or transport t o  foreign 
countries all n.hom they, by t h e  capital now in the i r  
possession, could not find employment for. 

Such, i t  has been alreatly sllg\vn, is t h e  remedy of t h e  
economists and capitalists; anit t h a t  i t  may better work 
ou t  i t s  results, these men, wit11 a cold-bloocled and calcu- 
la t ing "liberality," mould remove all governmerltal 
restrictions regarding t h e  Ilours of labour, t h c  wages of 
u.orltrnen, and the  t rade to  other nations. T h e  s tate  of 
society whictr urould be incluced by such n remedy as this, 



may easily be conceivctl of; for i t  nroald present few fea- 
tures  differing from the  present. Tltcre would be, a s  
there no\v is, a high cl:iss nrrtl a lolr, class-tl~c former 
cnjoying the  creatcr  I ) i~r t  of tllc 1r.cslt1t proiiuced by t h e  
i~lcessant a c t i v ~ t y  and toil of t h e  Iattcr. 

It call only Ijc consitleretl t h a t  the  economists ant1 capi- 
talists arc a(-tuatcd by tllc most insane stuj)iclity, in sup- 
posing t h a t  ~ l lc l l  a systen~aticillly r~nj t ls t  rlivision of 
society as t h a t  \rlhicl~ now csists, trlo~~ltl be toleratetl by 
t!le ~vorliing c:lasscs af ter  i t s  vilcnc\s ;u~ t l  injusticc hat1 
I~cctl pointctl out  to  t l l r ~ n .  W e r e  nrcn like steam- 
engines formetl to  toil on, until tlissolution, wit:;ol:t feeling 
antl \rrithortt thought-they n ~ i g l ~ t  t!t~ts be metlrotlically 
worlictl to death, or st;irvctl, or cspatri:~tcil  ; br:t rrten a re  
ir~tclligcnces-they Itave I~railtr as  well ils I)oncs ant1 
sinelvs-ant1 when they s ~ ~ f i r  wrrorlgs, they look around 
for ~.ctnctlies. 

Kl~owirig t h a t  I:il)our ~ v a s  tltc sollrcc from v.llcncc arose 
all capital-and sccing t h a t  t h e  raw m:iterial of capital 
was in abuntlance on every side, awaiting the  power of 
labour to  produce the  required tr;insfc~rmation-it is  
s t range t h a t  t h e  economists, when they  stumbleif upon 
thcir  rcmetly of restricting popululion and lahollr to the 
ex i s l i~~g  mnnls of capital, never disroveretl t h e  equally 
obvions and far more natural ant1 practicable plan of 
increasing capitol ill proportion to the growing wants of 
population and lahour. A I~rief consideration of t h e  
nature of capital will a t  once shew the  practicability of 
effecting this  g rea t  object, ant1 thereby d o  away with those 
social evils \vllich now directly arise from t h e  disproportion 
rvhicl~ ap1)arortly exists betweet: capital an(! labour. It 
is t h c  present arrangements of socicty, ant1 not any  real 
(1isprol)ortion bctfvectt pop~i la t io~ l  and t h e  means of em- 
~)loyntent,  ivlrich cause so many to pine in  idleness, or t o  
sacrifice Itealth in unremit t ing toil. 

r .  I lte review \vlticlr has been taltetr of some of the  at tempts  
made to subvcrt tlre present system, ltas shewn u s  t h a t  
these efforts have failed chiefly, if not entirely, from t h e  
inatlec,uate amount of moncy tlevotetl to  t h e  pulpose. A s  
moncy, then, is the  one th ing  necdfi~l-the first t h i n g  
uecessary t o  t h e  success of every enterprise \vhicll has for 
i ts  ol~ject  c i thcr  t h e  amentlmcnt of t h e  present sys ten~  or  
the  institiltion of a new one-~r.llat is money? Wl ta t  are  

ballI<-notes and golf1 and silver coin? F o r  t l ~ c s e  sul)stances 
will me11 gibe up  lands, houses, machinery, food, ;lnd all 
else that  tllcy have. 1s  money, then, :is it were, t h e  es- 
sence of these good things? 1-Iarc certain portions of land, 
togetller with hotises a11d food, heen transformed, by t h e  
occLllt operations of some cunning alchpn~ists,  into slips 
of paI)er of metal ? N o  ; a change of this  kinil 
Itas not talien l)l;~ce; gold and silver are  110 more than  
simple mctals, antl bank-notes are  b u t  paper. 

It ~ ~ . o u l t l  answer no purposc to  enter ;it I c ~ l g t h  i n t o  a 
collsidcrntinll of t h e  origin of Inoney. I t  is cvitlent that,  
before coin or banli-notes h;~t l  esistcnce, thcrc ntnst Ilijve 
heen Ilouscs, food, antl other bincls of ne:iltl~. Nei ther  
cairl nor b;tnli-n(~tes c;lu be e;iterl or inhabiteti : of them- 
selves they are as \r~ortlrlcss as  the pebl)lcs on t h e  sea-shore. 
Sonle persons, then, 1n11st oripinally :' either hal-c ruFtrtlerl 
t h c  l~rccio~~.;  mct;~ls as commoclltics, or :trticlcs of barter, jnst  
tlre sarnc ;is they tlitl cnttlc ant1 inrplcnlcllts-or c!sc t l ~ c y  
n~anufiict~rretl  coin as n represcnt;ttive of these conrmo- 
(lities, t o  assist them in their exchanges with each other. 
Gold silver were reg~rdcrl ;is comnroclities, and as 
intrinsic arltl rcal \vealtl~, by t h e  earliest ;tnti most polisllec\ 
nations. Tllercx is no evitlence tha t  tlre precious rnetals 
were ever considered by them merely o.7 represetitntives of 
any th ing ;  such an iden does not  appear t o  have been 
entertained prior t o  t h e  introduct io~i  of paper money, 
which is  a modern invention, and was origin:~lly created 
as  a substitute for, or a represelltative of, gold and silver 
coin. 

T h e r e  is no su1;ject upon mllich more general ignorance 
prevails among t h e  productirre classes, than on tha t  of 
money. T h e  great  body of the  people have no precise 
itlea of what is lneant by the  term " money," nor do they 
ever reason upon the  cause or the  nature of i t s  power. 
M a n y  persons regard the  nlortls <' Capital" ant1 " XIoney" 
a s  having the  same significntio~~-capital !nearling money, \ 

and inoney meaning capital ; others separate t h e  two, b u t  
consider t h a t  a certain quant i ty  of gold or bank-notes is  of 
t h e  same intrinsic value, and tha t  i t  therefore is  j ~ i s t  a s  
much real capital, as a house or other article ; others, 
regarding gold as cquivalcrtt t o  real property, separate 
from it the  bank-notes, mltich they consider merely as t h e  
representatives of the  goltl, andl as Ilaving, if separated 



from this  founclation, no value whatever; while others, 
again, regard both gold and banlc-notes merely as repre, 
sentatives of things protlnced, or fixed ca1)ital. But ,  
notwithstanding the  discrepancy of opinion and t h e  con- 
fusion of ideas which prevail upon t h e  sribject, the  man 
who is in possession of the sum of &10,000, either in gold 
or bank-notes, is considered by the  \vorld a t  large to  be 
j u s t  as wealthy as h e  who is possessed of houses o r  
machinery to  t h e  same amount;  for i t  is well-known, that,  
by the  custom of society, t h e  gold and t h e  bank-notes, 
inherently worthless as  they may bc, will procure for the i r  
liolders ei ther  houses, food, 01. macliinery, to  t h e  full 
amount of t h e  nominal value of t h e  gold or notes. 

T h e  political economists say t h a t  " Capital is hoarded 
labor1r"-" C;cpital is sorncthing produced with a view t o  
fur ther  protluction;" and they divide capit;il into th ree  
kinds-into implements of I:lbour, material 011 m11ict1 
labour is employed, and sr lbsis tc~~ce of labourers- the first 
being termed fixed capital, and t h e  second and th i rd  
reproducible capital. Th is  definition and division altoge- 
t h e r  excludes gold, silver, and bank-notes; for it is 
evident, from t h e  nature of these things, t h a t  they have 
n o  necessary connection with tlie real capital or wealth 
specified. Nei ther  gold, silver, or notes can be regarded 
as  implements of lsbour, material on which labour i s  
employed, or subsistence of labourers. T h u s  money and  
capital, although often used as synonymous terms, are  i n  
themselves widely different: for money of every kind is, 
in reality, no more than a representative of r e a l  cal~ital-a 
th ing  personifying or standing in t h e  place of houses, 
in~plements ,  o r  food. I t  is solely on this account, and not  
from any illherent quality, t h a t  money is  valuable; for b y  
means of money, men a r e  enabled, in  greater  o r  less 
portions, to  malie use of the  real capital which they  pos- 
sess. W e r e  there no such th ing  as  money, t h e  man who 
had a house, or any  other  valuable or bulky comn1odity, 
could nlnke litt le or no use of i t  i n  t h e  n7ay of exchange : 
he  could not give a par t  of i t  t o  the  miller for some flour, 
and another par t  t o  t h e  tailor for some clothes, for t h e y  
would not t rade upon a system involving such inextricable 
confusion among all parties. B u t  this trouble and incon- 
venience is entirely removed by t h e  invention of money; 
by means of which, whether gold or  bank-notes, a man can 

28 i t  arere split u p  h i s  house and other capital into innu- 
merable fragments, and exch;u~ge or devour it piecemeal. 
From this n ~ u t u a l  relation bettrreen cal)ital and Inoney, t h e  
two have become commonly identified, 2nd money is m i -  
versal]y as  equally valuable with real capital o r  
existing produce ; b u t  i t  is plain tha t  money owes all i t s  
estimation t o  usages, and t h a t  it is 110 Inore 
than  an instrument for effecting exchanges. 

Money is to  capital, or real ivealth, what  t h e  alphabet 
is t o  written 1;inguage ; and as the  la t ter  consists  lier rely 
of a number of arbi t rary signs, signifying certain sounds, 
so  in  like nlanner (lo coin and bnnli-notes, ill larger or 
smaller rluantities, signify h o ~ ~ s e s ,  or in~l)lenlcnts, or food, 
or ilnytlling else. T h e  ;~lplrilbets of ill1 I;l~lgu:ige~ ;ire s ~ f -  
ficiently extensive to  be made, by various co~iibinirtio~is of 
t h e  letters composing them, t o  express every variety of 
sound coutaiiied in  these laugunges : the  letters are  nei- 
ther  too few nor too many. B u t  in our  lilolletary nll)llitbet 
we have never v e t  follo~ved this simple and natural plan of 
apportioning tl;e means t o  t h e  end. W e  have sutfered i t  
t o  remain deficient in every respect. 3Ioney, i t  it i s  
true, has but  one sound, and t h a t  sound signifies every- 
thing-as f a r  a s  it goes ; but  tlie money now in existence 
will no more represent all t h a t  should be thus  personified, 
than  can the  letters g o be made t o  spell good. We map a t  
present represent a horse, a house, a city, or a county-we 
might  exchange these things wit11 each other through t h e  
instrumentality of this  money-and then we sliould k 
compelletl to  stop, for tlie money ~roul t l  be srvallowed up, 
and  a l l  t h e  wealth remaining mould hare  no;representatire, 
and no medium through urliicti i t  might  be fur ther  
divided or exchanged. 

Such, then, being the  t r u e  nature of money, i t  is appa- 
ren t  t h a t  any  material agreed upon by tlie c o n ~ ~ n u n i t y  a t  
large-whether gold, silver, iron, pottery, or paper- 
would answer every purpose for \rhich money is required. 
It is  not necessary t h a t  there shoultl be gold, and t h a t  t h e  
gold should be a foundation for t h e  paper. A11 t h a t  is  
reqrlisite for t h e  issuing of paper-money, o r  any other 
medium of exchange, is t h a t  there sliould be actual pro- 
duce of sonle kind for i t  to  rest  upon. There  are in t h e  
United Kingdom upwards of three millions of buildings, 
we a re  possessed of above one hundred and fifty thousand 



vessels of various descriptions, and jve Irare liltewise an 
iltltnensc quant i ty  of implements ant1 ~rr;icl~inery of differ- 
e n t  kinds. All tllesc things arc  real capital-something 
t o  assist in fur ther  1)rotluction. Tlle w!role of this  nrealtll 
llas beerr calc~rlated t o  be trlortll above five thousand nlil- 
liotis of poutrds sterling. But ,  under  tile presetit systctn, 
th i s  enorlil(Jus Inass of capit:rl cannot be said to  triive ally 
re1)resentative \rjl~atever; for there is  not i r ~  the  pation ;I 

sun1 of money ecjuivalent ever! t o  one Ilu~lrlretl t n i i i i o ~ t ~  
sterling; :itr(l yet t l ~ e  whole of tlr1s capital, if neccssory, 
might  I,c rc~)resc~l te( l  just  its easily as  a 1)al.t. 

, I  l l ~ e  cotnl)ar;ttir.cly smidl ; L I I ~ ~ I I I I ~  of 111ot1ey r~o\rf in eir- 
culation, wit11 i ts  collst;lr~t fluctuation, exposes ;ill nletr to  
marly ilrjusiic.es, arltl girtcs rise to n~licll  of tile i n e q r ~ ; t l i t ~  
of contlitiotl observed around us. ~ l l t l l o u g l ~  i t  Iras Iorrg 
bee11 ktlo\vl~ tliltt tile n ~ o r c  money tlrcre is in circulation, 
t h e  better i t  is for tr:ile-;i~;d t11:it a scarcity of morlcy ill- 
variably tnaltcs Irusitiess tlull-the cco~~onris ts  ]lave never 
vet  devised any  cffectua! plan for creating n suliiciency of 
money. Cost of protluctiorr, t h e  t rue  stantlard of cschaugc- 
able value, is often, u d e r  tlic present system, co~nplr tcly 
lost siglit of ;  and t l ~ e  value of things is rcgulatetl by t l ~ e  
tlre greater  or less qtrat~t i ty  of money there is  iir circula- 
tion. F o r  example, a house wlriclt a t  otre t ime is nrortlt 
one tl~ousiintl poullds, is, a t  another time, worth only nine 
11u11dred-and this, too, \r,l~en houses arc  just  as  necessary 
and as t ruly valual)le a t  the  one time as a t  the  other. T l ~ u s , ~  
if half of tlle 1)eople in t h e  United Kingtlon~ u~islicd t o  dis- 
pose of their llouses and lands a t  the  prcseut ~nornent,li)r t h e  
p1ir1~ose of emigrating, they  woultl rrat bc able t o  sell t l l cn~ .  
':here is not enough of money in the  wl~ole \r,orltl to  pur- 
chase them;  and, upon t h e  presrnt principles ant1 sys tcn~  
of trading, antl tlrc present actiorl of' t l e ~ r ~ a n d  ant1 srl~)l)ly, 
t h e  sum whicll a.oultl pivclrase one Iinllsc a t  the  bcg i~ :n ing  
of such a sale, ~voultl ol~tain fiftv a t  the  cotrclusior~ ! 

J 

A national metlium of esclrange, or money, in a social 
system where money is requsite, should be it1 sufficient 
quant i ty  to  represerlt tJre whole of t l ~ e  n:ttioual fixed capi- 
tal-the huiltlings and n ~ n c l ~ i n e r y  of every kitiil-~vhicl~ 
can he made availaljle in fur ther  productiotr. T h e  rcal or. 
illherent value of the  circulat i t~g medium itself i s  a matter  
ttf no monlent. Tlre only rcrlusite qualities in mot~cy  arc, 
t l ~ a t  it should bc difficult of irnitutiotr, l~ortablc, caliablc 0:' 

re13resenting !arger or smaller values, and durable, or easily 
rel)laccd; and there is no kno\vn sllbstance wl~iclt  possesses 
ss gre;lt a of t l ~ c s c  clualities as paper. 

T h e  durability which is so requsite t o  a medium in con. 
stallt  c i rcu la t ion-~u~l~  a s  tlie l~rescnt  silver and copper 
coinage-miglrt be secured by t h e  i~~trocluct ion of a cur- 
rency of pottery. I n  the  present s ta te  of science, a beauti- 
fill n ~ e d i u m  of th i s  character might  easily h 
created; ; ~ n d  n.llile i t  \vould 1)ossess every requisite of gold, 
silver, all(l copper, i t  l n i g l ~ t  be producetl a t  infinitely less 
cost, in unlimitecl qi~ant i t ies .  :lricl ~ o u l i l  be subject to  none 
of t l rc  fiuctuittio1ls I! l l icl~ rlo\rr corltinuir1Iy take pl;~ce in con- 
seqlle1lce of tllc tra~lsmissioll ~f tllc 111ctals from one country 
t o  alrot l~cr .  Gold rund silver arc  even tlo\v irll~lost unncccs- 
sary for trans;1ctiug the  esclrntiges bet \~cctr  Greiit firitnil1 
and otller ni~t ions ; and, ~undcr  tllc sys teu~  of con~tnutlity, 
tlley lllight be tot;rlIy t1isl)etrscrl witlr. T l ~ e s e  metals now 
floar fronl country t o  country more in tlrc slrilpc of corn- 
modities than iri 1)aymetrt for debts u.lriclr Ilave bee11 con- 
tracted; and this fluct~latioli, toge t l~er  with their  cost of 
l)roduction, and tlre expenscs, attentlant on their  constant 
coinage all(1 re-coinage, render them totally untit  for tlle 
composition of a circulating ntediunt. 

Nations have never yet acted up011 an! t ruly systematic 
 lair witli resprct to their  tnediunl of escltat~ge. Pcoplc 
seltlo~n think of inquiring Irow i t  COIIICS t o  pass t h a t  a smiill 
bank-note will buy a su i t  of clotlles, \vllen a newspaper, 
fifty times ;is large, \\,ill not purcI~ase a loaf of bread. 'l'11is 
circumstance does not arise from t h e  11rel10nderating in- 
herent  \ d u e  of t h e  bank-note-for i t  is  not, of itself, wort11 
so lnilc11 as t h e  ne\rs l ) ;~~)cr--but  i t  owes i ts  origin sintply 
to  t h e  convention;~l usages of society. T h e  note lras been' 
created as a, substitute for goltl; itt~d cornmon consent 113s 
stamper1 i t  wit11 it fictitious, a merely representative value, 
altogether distinct from and indel)entlent of i ts  o\vn intriu- 
sic value; and were t h e  positior~s of tlie bank-11otc antl tlrc 
newspaper reversed, t h e  la t ter  woultl ~)erform all tlrc ser- 
vices norv re~ltlered by the  fol.mer. It is lo  a like conven- 
tional usage, more tlran to  any  sl~ecitic properties of i ts  
own, tllat gold is  indebted for i t s  long-l~laintaincd suprem- 
acy iinti i t s  ~nivers;rI estil~~:~tiolr.  1Vlre11 coined, I,o\irever, 
i t  can be rcgardctl only as a rel)rescntatire of rcal cal)itnl ; 
and ;LS tlre gold thus  rcprcsc~lts  the  cal)it;tl, rund tllc bat~li- 





All  these considerations respecting t h e  na ture  and uses 
of money open a vast field of action for t h e  prod~ict ive 
classes, and point out  a path by which all the i r  present 
miseries map  be escapeti from, and themselves cfeliverecl 
from t h e  solll-blighting dominion of t h e  capitalist. T h e y  
mill find t h e  knowledge of this  simple subject t o  be one of 
t h e  strongest levers which can ever be made use of by 
t h e m  for t h e  subversion of t h e  present system. 

Scarcely a year passes without  bringing forth a noise 
from the  camp of t h e  enemies of Labour, respcct i~ig t h c  
circulating medium, or tlic " currency." T h i s  squabbling 
and uproar arise \ r l~ i le  i t  is being dctcrniined between tlie 
two parties, wl ie t l~er  t h e  landllolder capitalist or t h e  com- 
mercial citpilalist s l~al l  have t h e  greatest portion of t h e  
national sl)oil. T h e  working classes a re  supl~osed t o  have 
nothing t o  do with the  matter,  their  interests are  in no way 
consnltcd, nor can they  gain anything by t h e  succcss of 
t h e  one or t h e  other  tlivision of the  capitalists; bu t  were 
t h e  present monctitry system clearly scen into by t h e  pro- 
ductive classes, they  would take care t o  have a voice in 
t h e  decision of t h e  question. Devise what  he  may, i t  is 
i~npossible for t h e  ingenuity of Inan t o  create a n y  instru- 
ment  which ~ v i l l  enable him t o  exercise snch power over 
11is fellow-man a s  he  now obtains by means of t h e  system 
of banking, or t h e  creation antl issue of money. T h i s  con- 
s t i tutes  t h e  g rea t  armoury from whence t h e  capitalists 
derive all the i r  lveapons t o  fight with and  conquer t h e  \ 

~vorl i ing class; ant1 so long as they have this mighty  
engine of good or  evil a t  the i r  disposal-so long as  t h e  
power of making and issuing money is  usurped by particu- 
l a r  classes, independent of other  classes-the moneyed 
class can bid defiance t o  political associations, and tratles' 
unions, and all similar institutions having for their  object 
t h e  amelioration of t h e  condition of t h e  worlting class, 
and t h e  effecting of their  deliverance f r o n ~  tlie chains of 
capital. 

T h a t  th i s  par t  of tlic s u l ~ j e c t  may be more clearly seen 
into, we have only t o  examine what  t h e  econo~nists them- 
selves say with respect t o  money:-"The tirne iost and 
t h e  trouble incurred in  t h e  way of barter, is avoided by  
t h e  adoption of a ~ n c d i u m  of excl~angc-that is, ;I coni- 
nlodity generally agreed upon, which, in order t o  effect a n  
eschar~gc  between two other commodities, is  first received 

i n  exchange for tlie m e ,  and then  given in exchange for 
tile otller." Suc11 is t h e  account given by  t h e  econ- 
mists of t h e  nature and intention of money. I11 th i s  brief 
]listoryJ llowever, the  first s teps of t h e  transactions are  
kept  out  of anil tlie las t  p a r t  only of tlie movement 
is brought view. It is not said who originally pro- 
duces tllis " commodity generally agreed upon"-this 
money-aIld gives i t  i n  exchange for t h e j r s l  commodity; 
nor is  i t  tol(i w l ~ o  creates th i s  first commodity for which 
t h e  money is give~l .  T h r e e  parties only a re  i lp~~iwent lp  
cngLged in t h e  transaction-the first having in his posses- 
sion t h e  "cornn~odity generally agreed upon," and t h e  
second a n 6  thirtl liolding t h e  comn~otfities n~lticll they  wish 
t o  esch:ingc. Nercin lies t h e  knilvery and mystery of 
banltiug and money-mnliing. 

T h e  t r n e  and only meaning of tlic quotation jus t  giren, 
is, t l ~ a t  c c r t i l i ~ ~  ;)artics protlilce o r  make a ~nediurn of ex- 
change, o r  money, for which tlie!~ receive conlmodilies. 
Now, if t h e  medium of exchsngc t h u s  give11 for t h e  cotn- 
motlit:/ be of equal value with t l ~ e  commodity, t h e  exchange 
is  a jus t  one; but if i t  be of inferior value, or of no value 
whatever, t h e  transaction is  a robbery on tlre pnr t  of tliose 
by wl~oni  t h e  medium is  m:~de. F o r  tnro things t o  be of 
equal value in exchange, their  cost of protluction must  be 
equal. T h e  common circ~l lat ing medium is  composed of 
paper and gold-the first all b u t  worthless, and t h e  last 
deriving i ts  chief value from t h e  quant i ty  of labour re- 
qiiired for i t s  production. W e  have already scen t h a t  t h e  
capitalists do not labour, antl that ,  consequently, they  can 
produce nothing; bn t  as  tlic gold can be originally obtain- 
ed  only by  means of laljour, t h e  capitalists can have nothing 
t o  do with i t s  production. T h e  gold, however, has come 
into posscs~ion of tlie capitalists; anti therefore they must, 
i n  their  exchanges, either llavc dcfrnucled t h e  parties who 
at first produceti t h e  gold, or else they  I ~ a v e  defral~ded t h e  
parties from whom they  obtained the com~noilities given 
b y  them in exchange for t h e  gold. T h e  barbarities and 
injustice connected with t h e  production of gold a re  noto- 
rious enor~gh ; b u t  i t  is t h e  secorid transaction n r l ~ i c l ~  more 
nearly concerns tlic productive cl:lsses of t h e  Uniteti Icing- 
dorn. T h e  present circulating medirun, then, as  the  econo- 
mists confess, is  made by a class of capitalists calleci bank- 
ers-some of them acting indepentlentl y, and others i n  



connection with t h e  established g o r e r n m e n L a n d  for th i s  
medium of excl~ange,  o r  money, i t  i s  acknowledged t h a t  
t h e  bankers receive commotlities of certain parties. 
These second parties, in  turn,  exchange tlie money for 
other  commodities front some th i rd  par ty ;  and upou t h e  
sarrle principle, of giving value for value, t h e  exchange 
goes on among all s~lcceeding parties. T h u s  real value is  
rendered in exchange for real value in  every case except 
t h e  j r s t  transaction-that between t h e  hanker and  t h e  
person who receives I ~ i s  metlium-and in this  first negoci- 
ation, ;~ccoriling t o  t h e  showing even of t h e  economists, t l ~ e r e  
is a vile and cunning robbery com~ni t ted  upon t11c prorl~ic- 
tive classes ; for i t  ~ ) la in ly  ilppears t h a t  t h e  makers  of t h e  
medium -the banlicrs, cilpitalists and o t l ~ c r  feeders lip011 
t h e  industry of t h e  working cl;~ss-render no real eqzriva- 
lent for t h e  commodities which they  receive in  exchange 
for their  meclium. T h e  great  majority of t h e  Irorrowet-r 
of tltc medium belong to t h e  same unprotluctive class its 

t h e  makers of i t ;  and t h e  wealth which they  give as  in- 
terest, or as  a n  equivalent for t h e  use of t h e  money bor- 
rowed. is  what  thev  have nreviouslv obtained from t h e  
working class, by  me'ans of dnequal ;xchanges! T h u s  t h e  
~)roduct ive classes give t o  t h e  banking a n d  t h e  t rad ing  
capitalists their  labour-their very sweat a r ~ d  blood-and. 
t h e  la t ter  give t o  them, in e x c l ~ a n g c m h a t ?  T h e y  give 
them a shadow-a rag-a '< bank-note !" 

T h e  creation of a circulating medium is, under  t h c  ' 
present system, jus t  as  much a t rade as  t h e  making of 
shoes o r  hats. A person, or a number of persons, with 
o r  without property, can a t  a n y  t ime establish a bank and 
issue money by  conforming t o  certain regulations. F o r  
instance, a thousand 1)ersons join together t o  establish a 
joint-stock banit, which is t o  bc posscsscd of a capital of 
t h e  value of &1,O0O,OOOJ in one thousand sitares a t  
&1,000 each. I f  t l ~ e s e  parties possess, or be supposed t o  
possess, real property of t h e  value of their  respective 
shares, they  can forthwith make and  issue bank-notes of 
t h e  nominal value of one million of pounds sterling, 
although there may not be amongst t h e  whole of t11em 
even t h e  one-thousandth part of this sum in gold. T h e  
bank-notes, however, imply t h a t  they may a t  any t ime he 
exc l~anged  for gold a t  t h e  banlt from whence they  have 
been issued ; ant1 t l ~ e y  a re  taken by t h e  public on th i s  

security, although i t  is almost universally known t h a t  
there is never in t h e  coffers of a bank one-half t h e  quan- 
t i t y  of gold wl~icll  would be required to  cash t h e  notes 
issued. I t  is supposed t h a t  there is in  t h e  haniis of t h e  
proprietors real capital or created wealth which will a t  
a n y  time sell for tlie whole s u ~ n  issued by t h e  bank ; and 
hundreds of persons daily cleposit their  hard-earned sav- 
ings i n  these banks on a security whicl~,  jn  innumerable 
instances, has  been found ut ter ly wortl~less, and t h e  
failure of which 11as b ror~ght  ruin antl beggary on thou- 
sands. 

W h e n  tlie bank con~~ticnces operations, a farmer o r  
tradesm:w, whether  \\,it11 or w i t l ~ o u t  property, can, if of 
gootl crctlit, ge t  ~ I I I  adrancc of ban1;-notes from t h e  b:~nkers. 
F o r  t h e  use c~f these notes 11e gives to t l ~ c  bankers a SIIIII 

varying from five t o  ten pountls per  I~r~ritlred on the  money 
borrowed, according t o  the  t ime t h e  money is liept by Ili~n. 
Thus,  if a man borrow t l ~ c  sun1 of &100 for a twelve- 
month, a t  ten per  cent. interest, he pays to  t h e  banker, a t  
t h e  expiration of this time, tile sum of 21 10-thereby 
g i r i n g  $10 more than h e  received. According to t h e  
number of hrron-ers  t h e  bankers have in th i s  manner, 
t h e y  become more or  less ricli ; and, if a capital of 
£1,000,000 be fully employed, a t  five per  cent. per linnum, 
it mill yearly b r ing  in t h e  sum of £5,000-and this, too 
without  labour of any  kind on t h e  par t  of t h e  mere pro- 
prietors, and wit11 very litt le detcrio~*ation of t h e  original 
stock ! T h e  persons who borrow t h e  notes-whether 
tradesmen or speculators-set other  men t o  work by 
means of this money, or buy cemn~odities wit11 i t  a t  a low 
price and sell them a t  j high price ; ant1 thus, no matter  
w l ~ e t h e r  i t  be by giving a lolv price for labour axid selling 
i t s  1)roduce a t  a 11igl1 price, or by piwcl~asing com~nodities 
cheap and selling them dear, t h e  t rades~nen and specu- 
lators a re  not only enabled t o  give t h e  banker E l l 0  for 
t h e  £100 borrowed from him, b u t  they are  also enabled 
to live in affluence with lit t le or no labour of their  own. 

H e r e  i t  is seen, a t  a glance, IIOW i t  11alq1eris t h a t  such 
enormous fortunes-sucl~ millions and 11illf-millions ster- 
ling-are acquired by men wlto originally possessed not 
one penny, antl who have never produced real ~ ~ e i i l t l ~  of 
t h e  ralue of one farthing. Such i s  t h e  system of banking 
-such is thc manner iu  which th i s  system benefits llrore 



who make the medium a n d  those who borrow i l ;  and th i s  
mode of creat ing and using morley is  alone suficient,  in  
defiance alike of trades' combinations antl political changes, 
t o  keep t h e  mo~.king class t h e  slaves of thd capitalists un t i l  
doomsday. 

T h i s  g rea t  wrong is par t  antl parcel of t h a t  social sys- 
tem, through t h e  instrumentality of lvhich t h e  productive 
classes a re  annually plunc\creci of wealth t o  t h e  amount  of 
th ree  hundred millions sterling. It is one of t h e  mani- 
festations of t h e  principle of ~ ~ n e q u d  excltanges-it is  one 
of t h e  masterly inventions frarnctl t o  cloak and conceal tile 
trenclreries of Capital towards L:~baur. S o  long as money 
is thus  rrlailc and-issued and horro~~rctl I)y indivirluals anct 
classes, i t  will tend t o  ind iv i t l~~a l  ant1 c l ~ ~ s s  1)cricfit-it will 
separate socicty into rich idlers and poor workers-it will 
bind Labour in fetters as  durable as  t h e  system itself. 

Daily cspcrience, apar t  from any reasoning on t h e  sub- 
ject, teaches all men t h a t  t h e  power of t h e  capititlist does 
not  arise from any mental or physical superiority possessed 
by his class over other  classes; for, as a body, th i s  class i s  
notoriously deficient in  t h e  higher  at t r ibutes  of existence. 
T h e y  are  po~verful  simply because they  a r e  possessed of 
money-the representative of t h e  things which t h e  work- 
i n g  classes have produced-for this money always cnab!es 
tlre capitalists t o  command everything which i s  repre- 
sented bv it ,  Thousnnds of instances a re  on of 
men of very meagre capacity commencing and carrying on 
immense businesses, and growing enormously rich, simply 
by  means of borrowing t l ~ e  representative-and Lorrowing 
it, too, from par t i es  ajterwardsproverl to have Leen a s  des- 
titute of r e a l  wealth cis the  Lorrowers themselves mere! 
B u t  t h e  whole of t h e  n~ea l th  acquired in th i s  nianrrer- 
t h e  per  centage of t h e  banker as  well as  t h e  profit of t h e  
tradesman an11 speculator-comes entirely from tlre pro- 
duct i re  classes, and is obtained from them by means of 
unequal exchanges. T h e  present system throughout  afforcis 
t h e  capitalist every possible facility for preying upon t h e  
producer; for i t  is  a vile compound of conventional usages 
which enable him t o  grind, without  ceasing, t h e  f a m  of 
tlre working man. 

There  can, under  t h e  present arrangements of society, 
be no alteration in this s ta te  of things tha t  will be bcncfi- 
cia1 t o  t h e  working class. It matters  not  t o  tlrem mile- 

t h e r  t h e  money t h u s  made and issued come from a pr i ra te  
o r  a national bank. I n  t h e  first case, t h e  class from which 
t h e  money comes will ever constitute a wrong. I f  tlie 
capitalists d u g  for gold i n  t h e  bolvels of t h e  earth, and 
t h u s  escliangect their  own labour against t h e  labour of 
others, t h e  transaction he t~reen  them a r ~ d  the  working men 
would be a foolish one, bu t  there ~r-ou2d be no injustice in  
it. B u t  t h e  capitalists neitller d i g  nor beg. T h e y  issue a 
medium, for ~ r l ~ i c h  they  receive commodities, arid these 
conlmodities tlrey give in exchange for tlie gold. T h u s  
neither t h e  gold nor the  colnmotlities cost t h e  capitalist 
a n y  labour. I t  matters  not, in regard to  its general efiects, 
\vlretl~er t h e  n ~ c t l i ~ ~ r n  of :L bi~~l l \ e r  be issued ant1 c o n t i n ~ ~ e d  
on ;I 1.c;tl or n nowin;iI c;lpit;ll. ' rhc public faith is all t h a t  
tlrc banlier ~ ~ c e t l s .  I f  isolatctl 1)riv;ltc ba1i1.s give place t o  
n national banli, t h e  profits of \rllich are  tlevoted to public 
l)urI)oses, tlie case ~ v i l l  be bu t  lit t le better for t h e  trorking 
class. The i r  position ill society, untler t h e  present systen~,  
will ever prevent  the111 frorn receiving any  ~na te r ia l  benefit 
from such an institution. They can never be borrowers- 
they will never be able t o  work with such capital on their  
own account and for their  own benefit-but they  will still 
be set  to  work b y  others, and the  profits of the i r  labour 
mill be appl*opri;~ted and enjoyed by others. 

N o t  content with t h u s  plundering t h e  producers on a11 
sides, t h e  c:ipitalists, with a refinement in  cunning un t i l  
recently unltnoivn, have actually srrcceedetl in making tile 
worlcing class t h e  n~i l l ing ins t ru~nents  of their  own degra- 
dation. A s  bank-notes havc al\vaps professed t o  be 
eschntigeable for gold, and are  ever going back to t h e  
bank for such purpose, i t  is apparent t h a t  every bank mus t  
]lave n, supply of gold ailequate t o  meet  these minor 
demands. T h e  greater t h e  l iun~ber  of banks, therefore, 
o r  t h e  larger tile amount of their  paper issues, t h e  more 
iiecessary is  i t  t h a t  a consiclcrable amount of gold s l ~ o u l d  
be a t  Iiand to meet emergencies. T h e  grea t  bocly of t h e  
producers work for treelcly wages, 1r11icl1 a re  paid i n  gold 
or silver; and as  many tlrousantls of t l ~ e m  do not  consutne 
all  t h a t  they  t h u s  receive, there will be a residue left on 
hand t o  be used as occasions require. T h e  incessant hoartl- 
i n g  even of IS. w ~ c l i ,  by it few 1111ndretls of tliousnnds of 
persons, will i n  t h e  course of :L year amouot  t o  n cor~sider- 
able sum ; and as  this  is drawn from t11e circulatiot~, t h e  



atocks of metal i n  t h e  banks decrease, and t h e  bankers find 
i t  diffic~llt t o  meet the  demar~tl for coin. T l ~ e r e  is  in t h e  
Uni ted  Kingdom a government bank, called t h e  Banli of 
England,  which may be regardcct as  t h e  g rea t  fount;iin 
from whence tlte other  banks derive their  golden stores. 
This  bank has ever suffered, in common with ot l~ers ,  from 
any deficiency in i ts  amount  of go ld ;  ant! t o  remedy this  
inconvenience, and a t  t h e  same titne increase t h e  profits of 
t h e  bank, anti give t h e  governmer~t  a bet ter  Ilolti upon 
a discontenteti population, some cunning brsin dcvisetl a 
" Savings' Bank"-a triple engine of p \ v e r  in t h e  hands 
of Capital anti Despotism. T l ~ r o u g b  t l ~ c  instrumentality 
of this invention, t h e  coffers of the  bankers receive back 
the  specie almost as fast as  i t  is t a l i e ~ ~  f r o n ~  them-the 
gorernnlent h n k e r s  extract  a large revenue from t h e  pro- 
ductive classes by alloming the capit(t1ists to make use o f  
their monqy-and t h e  government itself I~oltls, as i t  were, 
YO mauy goltlel~ chains t o  bind men t o  i t  and to t h e  exist- 
ing  order of things. 

Tl ie  government now owes t o  t h e  prod~lct ive classes, for 
money t h u s  deposited i n  Savings' Banks, .a sum of above 
614,000,000 sterling-a sum which, if applied to  t h e  sub- 
version instead of t h e  continunnce of t h e  present social 
system, ~ r o u l d  malie a breach t h a t  no power could repair. 
T l ~ e  greater  p l r t  of this  sum has been deposited in  gold 
and silver, and specie is therefore expected back again 
when wanted;  blit there is  not in possessio~i of all t h e  
banks i n  t h e  country specieequivalent t o  meet  t h e  demands 
on t h e  Savings' I3anli. T l ~ u s  this  money map be regarded 
as all b u t  lost t o  those who tlcposited i t  in the  hands of 
t h e  government;  and altllougl~ :I timely application urould 
secure a part, some persons mus t  event~tal ly  go ~yj.jtl!out. 
Tile p r e s c ~ ~ t  has h e n  calletl an age of revolatio~ls, at& t h e  
overt l~row of dynasties and t h e  partition of kingdoms a r e  
yearly I ~ e a r d  of; and should a n y  event take plilce in  t h e  
United Kingtlorn calculated t o  shake public confidence or 
cause internal commotions, and thus  send t h e  protluctive 
classes in droves for their  money, ;in immetliitte stoppage 
\roultI he put to  all refunding-anti tlistress anti starvation 
~vould  be !eft t o  work ou t  their  own cure, unalleviated by 
t h e  assistance of former savings. T h a t  such a restriction 
uf tllc iss~ies  of coin woultl prolnb4y be the  case, may be 
i:iferred from experience, t h e  same stoppage of t h e  supplies 

having been resorted t o  on former ant1 similar occasions- 
t h a t  such wonltl most certnildy be the  case, is  self-evident 
from t h e  fact, t h a t  t h e  amount  of specie wanted is neither 
i n  t h e  hands of nor in  any way procurable by t h e  govern- 
m e n t ;  and if paper be given by them, i t  has been already 
shewn t h a t  ~totlting will he given. 

Thus ,  for t h e  trifling bait-the so-called " interest"--of 
6d. per  annum for t h e  use of ;El,  the  productive classes are  
ignorantly let1 not only to  provitle t h e  capitalists with cvea- 
pons t o  conquer t l ~ e ~ n ,  but  like~vise to  enr1:lnger or lose 
entirely t h e  miserable pittiince a.llicll years of ticni:ll have 
enabled t l ~ e n l  to  accumul:ltc. B u t  Irere t l ~ e s c  unitetl sar-ings 
applied t o  the  purchase of real cn11it;rl, and the  employment 
of t l ~ e  ~\lorl<ing cl;~sscs nrid Jv r  t/~ertlselucs, on tlle sys- 
tem of c o ~ n m t l ~ ~ i t y  of possessions ;in(\ eq~ts l i ty  of rights, 
there woul(i be iutrodncetl into the  present system a power 
stlficient spcetlily to  overtl~ro\v it, :lnd to  llurl domn and 
destroy the  tlonlinion of TJnbour's e ~ ~ c n l i r s .  

Under  the  present arr;o~ge:en~et)ts of society, Inorley is, as  
i t  were, a chain of conltnunicatiol~ I ~ e t ~ r e e n  t h e  positive and 
t h e  negative-bet\veen those who protfuce everything ant1 
those who produce nothing-bet\recr~ the  ~ r o r k i u g  wan ant1 
t h e  capit;ilist. Through  i t s  instru~nental i ty ,  all t h a t  is 
gener:~ted by t h e  potrer of laborrr is perpetually carried 
off, and absorbetl by capital. T l ~ e r e  is in things a principle 
which keeps them in equilibrium \vit11 each o ther ;  :inti 
urlren one receives a property of which i t  was before desti- 
tute ,  i t  par ts  with some o t l ~ e r  11rol)erty in excl~angc.  T h i s  
law 1101ds good even '~et \ reen t l ~ c  capitalist and t h e  pro- 
ducer ; :rntl t h e  la t ter  receives, in exchange for ~ r r l ~ a t  h e  
gives to  t h e  capitalist-nnt t l ~ c  labour nor t h e  produce of 
t h e  1;tbour of tlle capitalist, but-work! T l~ror tgh  the  
instrumentality of money, tlte ~rorl;ing class are  not only 
compelled to  11erform t h e  labour n.11icl1 the  preservation of 
existence naturally imposes ulmr~ them, b u t  they are  like- 
wise sadtllcd with the lnbour of other classes. I t  matters  
not  whether t h e  producers now receive goltl, or silver, o r  
other  comn~odities from a non- l~rod i~c ing  class : i t  all 
amounts t o  this-that t h e  \~ol . I i i l~g class perform their 
o7vt~ labour, a r~d  s7rppol.t tlrcmselves, and likervise perform 
the lahollr o f  I/lc cnpilalisl, nnr! muininin h im in fo  thc 
bnrgain ! Whatever  may be tlre t~ominal receipts which 
t h e  producers receive from t h e  c:~pitalists, their actual 



receipts are-the transfer of tha t  labour which ought  t o  
be recdered by t h e  capitalists. 

Such, then, is money-such is t h e  mode in which i t  is 
created-such are  t h e  evils and t h e  wrongs inseparable from 
i t s  existence, so long as  i t  is creatcil antl used by particu- 
lar  classes, to t h e  exclusion of other  classes. Such exclu- 
siveness m u s t  ever compel t h e  ~vork ing  class t o  be t h e  
slaves and tlre tools of their  fellows ; and tlie seal of the i r  
doom can be brolteo asunder only by a power which a t  t h e  
same t ime ovcrtlrrows t h e  prescnt systc~n.  

CI-IAPTER XI. 

AN OUTLINE OP A SOCIAL MOVEMENT. 

IF sufficient proof lias not been given of t h e  corrupt  ten- 
dencies and t h e  unimprorable cllaracter of t h e  present sys- 
tem, those who wish for Inore evidence have not far to  look 
for it. L e t  u s  g o  where nre mill-see and hear what  me 
~vill-read of t h e  past and  t h e  present what  we nrill-dl 
places, actions, antl times, have t h e  same t d e  to  tell. His-  
tory ancl experience bear evidence, iu  characters of fire, 
2nd blood, and misery, t h a t  this  social system never has 
heen, is  not  now, and never can be, anything biit a dark  
and cllaotic sea of evil, in which oppressio~l is  unpunished, 
vir tue and  morality unregarded, mer i t  unrewarded, and 
t h e  tears of t h e  writlow and the  orphan unpitied and un- 
heeded. Thus, from i t s  very nature, and t h e  irremeclial~le 
evils connected with it, there is nothing t o  induce us t o  
retain t h e  present system, even were i t s  subversion attended 
by treble the  dif icul ty nrhich stands in t h e  way of its 
accomplishment. 

Changes a re  ever taking place, more or  less important  in 
regard t o  the i r  effects upon society. Man is  a progressing 

being ; and 11e looks t o  tlie past, t l~crefore, not  so much t o  
t ake  pat tern of t h a t  ~vllich was good, as  to  derive \ r :~rn i r~g  
frorn t h a t  which \rTas evil. I n  regard to  any forward more- 
merit which 111ay be made, t h e  consitlerntions which have 
been alreddy entered into respecting what is well and wllat 
is  ill in t h e  prescnt system, and ~ v h a t  i s  requisite t o  t h e  
estahlisli~nerlt and t h e  progressiol~ of a bet ter  systen), will 
enable us  to  (letermine \r.llat s l~ould  he given u p  and wllat 
retainetl. Keeping all these things in new,  \vc can a t  once 
brief y proceed t o  t h e  consitlcmtion oC n mode of subvert- 
i n g  the  present system, inc1cl)entlent alilte of chiungc of 
c l~xracter  or t h e  accuninlxtion of capital among tilose 
nlaliing the  a t t empt  - two requisites almost i ~ ~ d i s p e n s ~ ~ b l e  
t o  t h e  success of : ~ n p  of t l ~ c  p1:tns trllicll 11;tve been 
e.uamincd. 

(3f the  six millions of adlilt men in the  United Icing- 
dom, i t  Iras bccn calc~ilatcd t l ~ a t  i ~ h ~ r i t  five millions assist i n  
producirlg ant1 d i s t r i b o t i ~ ~ g  ~ r e a l t l ~  ; and tlt:lt of this nun)- 
ber, forw ~nilliolls belong to the  rlivision callecl the  working 
class. It 11as been shewn that ,  by t h e  present arrltnge- 
lnents of society, this  last great  tlivisior~ receive scarcely 
£200,000,000 of t h e  £500,000,000 of nrealth annually 
created, which averages aljout £11 per head for t h e  Inerr, 
\r70men, and chiltlren comprised in this clnss ; and t h a t  for 
this nliserable pittance they toil, on t l ~ c  average, 11 hours 
a d:iy. 

A consideration of the  principles of ~) rod~lc t ion  Iras 
shewn us, t h a t  three things only are  necessary t o  the  crc;t- 
tion of any  amount of w.e;~ltlr, namely, raw material, 
labour, and capit:~l ; and i t  h:rs lil;e~vise t a u g h t  u s  t h e  best 
means of regul ;~t ing t h e  various poxrcrs a t  our  disposal-by 
~iniorl of forces antl division of labour-so as  to  prodlice 
t h e  greatest quant i ty  of meal t l~ n~i t l l  tlre least espent l i t r~re 
of capital and 1;rbour. T h e  best esenlplification of t h e  
power wliicll man may wield by union of forces and clivi- 
sion of ];rbonr, is atfortled by tile ~r-nrlcing of a joint-stocli 
company. These companies a re  u s r ~ r p i ~ ~ g ,  in  all directions 
t h e  places and occupntions hi ther to conlincd t o  iudiridrlal 
cnpiti~lists artd trailers ; and tllc sys te~na t ic  and estentlcd 
nlanner in 1~11icl1 this  joint-stocl; systcnl of tratling hiis 
been acted upon (Illring la te  years, has given allnost every 
person some knon~letlgc of t h e  principles and motle of 
action from mhicli i ts  s t rength is derived. The gigantic 
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power of sucli companies is bel~eld in innumerable roads, 
r:iil\v;\ys, and canals, and in t h e  creation :ind clistribution 
of  allnost every tlescription of \r~c;tlth. I t  is Iirlotvn t h a t  
t h e  po\I7er of these companies arises solely from the  slcilfitl 
applicatirbn of capital ;rntl labour;  and i t  is  self-evident 
t h a t  t h e  lilte application of capital and labour, under simi- 
lar circumstances, n ill ever producr similar results. 

W e  have already, as i t  were, talccn stoclc of t h e  real 
capital ant1 the  employecl and unernployed labour in t h e  
Uniterl I<ingtlom. W e  ftave fount1 t h e  capital to  be worth 
IIO less than five thousautl millions sterling, which, under  
present arrangements, gives ernl)loyment only to  about four 
n ~ i l l i o l ~ s  of \r.orkitrg men and onc rnilliort of 11;tlf-cmployctl 
tlistril~ators-thus leaving urtusctl and nlis-~tsctl the  effec. 
tive strengtll  of one million of tncrl, in conacctior~ with 
~tacultiviitc(l litr~tl, itnd i~r~ernl)loyed nt:~cl~illery ;iti(l t001s, ill 
every factory and wc~rl\shol), s~l l l ic icr~t  to  fil! the  l~ant ls  of 
I e n .  Tl~ousant ls  no\tr starve in ~~npro t luc t ivc  inaction 
beci i11~~ t l ~ e  capit;~list cclnnot cnrl)loy tl~ein-tile capit;~list 
cannot give them \vork 1)ccause Ile cannot find a market  for 
11 is protluce-there is no marlict for the  produce hecause 
those who want  the  produce have t~othi t lg  bu t  their 1, 'i b our  
to  give in excllarlge for it-ant1 t l ~ e i r  labour is unem- 
ployetl because the  capitalist docs not Itnow hn\v t o  se t  
thern to  work-and thus  tlte evils of t h e   resent system 
r u n  rountl in  a circle, one connectecl wit11 ant1 dependent 
lrporl ;~not11er, and every one intlividnally incurable. 

Tllerefore, in  respect to  a soci;~l change :-it is  not dis- 
puted t h a t  there is in t h e  United Kingdom a sufliciency of 
t h e  raw material of urealt11 to employ a11 tile labour wfiiclt 
(*an Ije brougllt to  be:lr upon it-it is universally l t r ~ o w l ~  
t l ~ a t  there a rc  tells of thottsantls of half-strirvctl men in  
unproductive inactiotl-it has heen proved, by flushes of 
t rade  a t  differct~t times, tha t  tllere :ire implenients and  
~ l tac l~ ines  t o  lill the  llarids of all-the experience of rnany 
years Itas proved t h a t  there is generally foot1 enough in t h e  
country to  support  comfortably all t h e  inhabitants front one 
harvest to  another, aiid t h a t  any  amount can be 11ad by 
exchar~ging our  productions for the  c o r t ~  of foreign coun- 
t r ies- i t  has  been she~vn  tha t  a medium of exchange. or 
trloncy, can be n1arr1lfactr:rctl in s u c l ~  abundance as  t o  set in  
motion all t h e  unen~l)loyed la l~our  and implemetlts in t h e  
country-and as t l ~ c r c  are  all these recluisitrs and facilities, 

rvlly should they not be made a proper use of,  nil all the  
actvantages obtained \ r l~ ich  can be m;lde to  result from t h e  
c.omhined operation of so many polrers ? 

Without ,  for t h e  present, enter ing into a consi(1er;~tion 
of the  possibility of cff'ccting this  change, let i t  for a 
moment be s ~ ~ p p o s e d  t h a t  the  ml~ole fire millions of the  
adul t  I)roduccrs in tlle United IGngtlom are formed into a 
number of joint-stocli co~npauies, containing from 1 0 0  t o  
1,000 men each, according to locality and other  circum- 
atances-that each of these companies is comprisetl of men 
of one trade, or confines its attention t o  t h e  1)rotluction or 
clistrib~ition of partic11l;ir commodities-that these ccmpit- 
nies h a r e  in use, by ]lire or ~)~ l rc l~ ; i sc ,  t l ~ c  land and fixed 
cnpit;il of the  country-that they are  set in motion ;tnd kept  
~l toviug by :i circrrlating bank-note c:ll)ital cquivalcnt t o  
X I 0 0  for enc l~  :~ssoc.intetl I I I C I H ~ C ~  of the  c o n l n ~ ~ ~ n i t y ,  which, 
taking into account t h e  \voliien ant1 cl~iltlrcn col~nectetl with 
tire five millions of prodrrcers, will cotnprisc, altogctl~cr, 
nl)orit twenty nlilliolis of i t~t l i \  iiluals, nud a c;~l)itnl of t ~ o  
thousand millious sterling. Su1)posirtg t h e  ~)rotfuctive clns- 
ses of the  United Iiingdorn to be thus  associatect together, 
for t h e  production atit1 distribution of n-calt11-that they  
t rade together wit11 a floating ca1)ital of £2,000,000,000- 
t h a t  all their  affairs are  condllcted tl~roltglr t h e  instrutnen- 
ta l i ty  of general ant1 local boards of tmtle, comprised of 
t h e  most able and bnsiness-lilic men t h a t  can be fout~d- 
t h a t  t h e  metnbers of a11 the  com~)nnies, after the  manner 
of t h e  prcscnt system, a re  paid ~ r c c k l y  \rages for their  la- 
bour-\rhat is there non  ;~ccon~pl i s l~ed  in respect to  pro- 
duction and distribntiou, citlrer by joint-stock cornparties 
or iudivitlnal cnltitalists, ~ v l ~ i c l ~  conltl not liliewise be ac- 
cornl)lislred by the  protluctive classes thus  associated? Tlre 
wnntlers wl~ ich  are  wrought  everywhere around us, by 
mexns of joint-stock co~np;iliics, slicn. \vllat evru a very 
limited union of forces is ciipable of accolrtplisl~ii~g ; and if  
individual and unallied companies can etfect thus  mucl~ ,  
m l ~ a t  ntay not be achieved by tltc urritcd powers of tllou- 
sands of s~icl l  compat~ies-all hav ins  a common interest, 
working for a common end, and d c r i v ~ n g  a common benefit 
from all t h a t  is produce11 ? 

A few very simple arrangements ~rort ld  enal,lc n change 
like th i s  to  be effected ; and snch a change n.oulti a t  once 
set  in motion t h e  w11ole of t l ~ c  ullemplnyed labour in the 



empire-it mould, without inflicting injury on any trade 
or any  individual, allow of tlie introiluction of an un l l~n i ted  
cluaniity of machinery-and t h e  power of th i s  gigantic 
union of labour ant1 machinery woultl be maintained by a 
circulating medium of two thousand millions of pounds 
sterling. T l ~ e  imagination, chained down t o  t h e  niolehiII 
~nounta ins  of t h e  present system, cannot a t  once ctnbracc 
t h e  vast prospect antl t h e  almost omnipotent powers un- 
f'oldctl in a change lilte this  ! 

A social movement of this  character would require no 
f i~ndamental  alteration in  tlisposition, o r  character, or 
Itahits, in tllc parties acting. There  a re  no new feeIilrgs 
to  be ;~cc~~liret l ,  no oltl :tssoci;ttions to  I)c slialten off, Inore 
than ~voaltl l)e requisite in any  simple governlner~tal ch;rngc, 
sl1r.11 as  men a rc  yearly s ~ ~ h j c c t e d  to. 'C'l~e whole rnovctnent 
woal(1 rcqr~ i re  only co-operation in i t s  simplest form, sucll 
;IS a t  t h e  present m o ~ n e r ~ t  exists in every t rade and in every 
worltsl~ol), ~rrl~err: persons of tllc \videst extrernes in respect 
t o  character, strength, and opinion, harmouiously co-oper- 
nte together to  effect some definite object in prodoction. 
T h e  1);tth to  action is  t h u s  already prepared, and we shoul(1 
only have t o  go fornrard, a s  i t  were, upon a beaten and a 
\\.ell-ltnolvn road. 

Competition could have no existence in  a change lilte 
this  ; and t h e  economists, considering c o m ~ ~ e t i t i o n  as the  
mainspring of production, unhesitatingly predict t h a t  
imp social arrangements which take away th i s  stimulus-- 
which remove tlie fear of f i ~ t r ~ r e  nrant or tlie hope of future 
gain-will be injurious t o  production, and subversive of 
t h e  ])rosperity and harmony of society. Instances a re  
1)rought forward t o  shc\v that ,  in proportion as  men are 
secured against t h e  future, they relax in their  cndenvorirs, 
;inti become careless of Is~bour, ant1 of t h e  production of 
\veal th-- that  men are not so willin6 t o  exer t  t l~emselves 
it1 t h a t  which u7ill be enjoyecl by all, as if the  
enjoyment were confined exclusively to  themselves-that 
when production is  t h e  business of every lrotly i t  is the  
business of nobody, and eacll man er~deavours t o  escape a t  
t h e  expense of his neighbours. 

Although t h e  testimony of experience goes to  prove t!~c 
general t r u t h  of these o~)jections, when they a re  applied 
to  t h e  \vor!d as  i t  is, i t  has beer1 she11111 t h a t  they have no 
force wlten opposed t o  a social system combining a c l ~ a n g c  of 

cllaracter and new social arrangements, or to  t l ~ c  joint- 
stock modification now ilntlcr consiiteration. Competitio~l 
is  only a sccont1:try cause of procluctiou ; for t~ieri con~pe te  
with each other  for t h e  possession of certain things, be- 
cause they  desire these t h i n ~ s ,  and heca~lse, under  t h e  
present systeni,  hey colt obtnzn them only hy co~npefition. 
It is the  natural desil-c for things, and not the  competition, 
which originally incites men t o  action ; antl so long as  this  
desire exists, 1)roduction \rill go forivard efficiently, 11na1- 
lied with anil indcpentlent of competition. I f  there were 
plenty of work for all men, t l ~ e r e  would norv be no cornj)e- 
tition for i t ;  nor n,oul(l t l ~ e r e  be any competitior~ for t l ~ c  
1)osscssion of p a r t i c ~ ~ l a r  co~u~noilitics, if t l ~ c r c  \rere n sr~fti- 
ciency of every tlririg prodr~ced to s11pply the  \rants of all ; 
artti yet men ~voilld \ ~ o r l i  together, ancl produce co~n~nodi t i es  
in  greater  abund;lnce, ;rnd cnjoy t l~cmsc l \~cs  in a far greater  
tlcgrec, in such a stnte of t l ~ i n g s ,  t l~ar l  if one-l~nlf of them 
\rere idle, and t h e  other I~alf,  by co~npctition, were reducetl 
t o  t h e  necessity of 1;tbcriring for what nlny be cnllccl a 
1101ninal existence. Coml)ctition, lilterrise, can be dispensed 
with as a s t imulant  t o  enterprise and invention ; for i t  is 
r~otorious t h a t  t h e  majority of inventors anil intellectus1 
labourers, instead of espcct ing or receiving any  reward, 
now live and die in a stnte of poverty and inisery esceed- 
ing even t h a t  of t h e  most mindless being who inakes use 
of their  cliscovcrics. I f  i t  be conterrdcd t h a t  men will 
not  do their d u t y  t o  their  fellows ~vitlioilt  being spurred 
on by a s t i~nulr ls  more or less cor~nectctl with t l ~ e i r  anim;tl 
 vati its-tlrat if t h e  men of all t r ides  :rntl professions re- 
ceive one uniform rate  of wages, a c:~relessncss \rill be 
engentlered as  to  \r,hether m u c l ~  or lit t le is produced- 
t h a t  if all be insured a frlturc provisio~~,  they urill become 
indifrercnt to  present exertion-if these anil s in~ i ln r  arglt- 
ments  he brought formartl against t h e  contc~nplatetl cl~nng-c, 
they will 1)o of no more weight  than if applied to  incli- 
viduals under  t h e  present system. Under  t h e  joint-stock 
movement, there \rill be all  t h e  incentives t o  action which 
exist a t  present-there ivill be a Public Opinion to give 
i t s  amarci to  particular actions-and the  provision for t h e  
future will, as  is now t h e  case, depenil upon t h e  labour of 
t h e  past. I n  almost all trades, t h e  workmen no\rr receive 
a stated aleelily stun, a l thougl~  the  po\rers of prodnction of 
various indivitlr~als ciifTer consitler;~l)ly ; nntl yet  such uni- 
fornlity in t h e  rate  of payment tlocs not encourngc itlleness. 



T h e  opinion entertained of a man by his fellow-workmen 
is generally suffcient to  excite him t o  honest exertions ; 
and the  advantages held out  by t h e  joint-stock system- 
in \vhich every person ~ r o u l d  ultiinately receive the milole 
fruits of his labour-are so superior to  a n y  now enjoyed, 
t h a t  they  could not fail t o  create one universal spir i t  of 
enterprise and activity. 

It can he easily determinecl in what  ninnner such a sys- 
ten1 would worlc in regard t o  individuals and to society a t  
large. W e  have already sol11)oscd t h a t  an indefinite num- 
ber of joint-stock coml)anics :Ire formed-that their  tran- 
bactiorls arc  governctl 1)y general and lociil boards of trade, 
whic l~  \ro111il regulate production antl distribution in gross 
~ t l i a t  t l ~ e i r  minor t l ~ t a i l s  a re  supcrintentfcd by managers 
and overlooliers, as  a t  present-that tlie members of tllese 
companies morlc the  same n u n ~ h e r  of hours  and receive one 
~ ~ n i f o r n i  rate  of wages. Under  tllc present system, t h e  
l~orlrs of I:111our vary from eigltty t o  forty, and t h e  .irVages 
from fifty t o  ten sliillings per week; b u t  in  scarcely any 
instance lrare t l ~ e  .tr.ages any  depcutlence on the  hours of 
labour, for i t  generally happens t h a t  those receive t h e  least 
wages who work t h e  greiltest 111lmbcr of hours. Under  
t h e  joint-stock sys ten~ ,  however, so g rea t  mould be t h e  
amount of lahour and niachinery of every kind se t  in 
~ r ~ o t i o n ,  that ,  in a slrort time, sufiicient wealth would be 
produced for t h e  enjoyment of all persons by an espendi- 
t u r e  of not more than five hours' labour a day. B u t  even 
a t  i ts  first institution, i t  woulii require no more than from 
eight  to  ten liorirs' labour per  day from each associated 
producer ; and this  moclerate exertion would yield him an 
c q u i v a l e ~ ~ t  cclnal to  two sllillings an hour. Cost of l~ roduc-  
tlon would in every instance determine value ; ant1 cqual 
values noultl always excIi;inge for equal valnes. I f  one 
pcrson worked a whole meek, and anotller uorked only half 
a week, t h e  first .ivould receive clorible t h e  remuneration of 
t h e  l as t ;  bu t  this  e s t r a  pay of t h e  one ~roul t l  not be a t  tlic 
expense of tlre other, nor worrltl tlle loss incurred by t l ~ e  last 
n:an fall in any way upon t h e  tirst. Each  person mould 
exchange t h e  wages he ~rldividnallyreceivcd, for commtdi- 
ties of t h e  same value as his respective wilges; and in no 
case coultl the  gain of one man or one t rade be a Joss to 
another marl or itnotller traqlc. T h e  labour of every indi- 
vid~lal  would alone determine his gains antl his losses. 

T h e  arrangenlerlts rcs~icctirig tlie production of food 

could be  adjusted on tlie same principle of equality a s  
lvouIii i n  manufactures of various kinds. As t h e  
]and, lilte t h e  houses and machinery, would be lleltl as 
conlmon property, tlie value of all i ts  products ~ r o u l d  be 
estimated on an equitable principle, sllcll as  should afford 
equal atlvantages t o  every member of society. Tllose 
e~nployed in agriculture \vould he remunerated according 
t o  their  labour, and not by amorlnt of crop ; and society 
at large \vould receive t h e  benefit, or bear t h e  loss, of pro- 
ductive or nnprodnctive seasons. 

Uuder  this joint-stoclc motlification of society, as under  
a more perfect system, ample provision coultl be made for 
t f ~ e  young, t h e  agc~tl, and tlie i~rfirtn, ~ v i t l ~ o u t  subjecting 
parents or reliitires to  the  lcast trouble or anxiety. W i t h  
regnrd t o  employnlent, every compariy would be open to 
t h e  adn~issiou of persons \\~liosc labour l~nt l  been superseded 
by  macl~incry ; ant1 wllo, by being initnediately provided 
with 3 suitable occupation, \rould neither suffer loss tllem- 
selves, nor inflict an injury upon society. There  is so much 
of all kinds of work to be done, t h a t  there never can be 
too much labour set a t  liberty, or superseded by machinery. 
B u t  if any man, or any botly of men, be n ~ a d e  to suffer 
from a n  itnprovement which confers a benefit upon society 
a t  large, an ac t  of gross injustice is committed ; for as 
every individual o ~ l g h t  to confer ns rnucli benefit as possi- 
ble upoil society, so, likewise, is society equally bound to 
contribute to  t h e  welfare of ill1 its members. B u t  society 
can do this only by  instituting such social arangetiients as, 
xrliile t l ~ e y  enforce tlie principle and practice of llniversal la- 
bour, take care that employment shall always t e  procurnlle. 
It is  easy enough for t h e  overgorged capitalist to say to  t h e  
working mnn nrliose labour? under  the  present system, ha3 
been s~~perscde t l  by macl~inery-"?'urn to  soine othcr  
employ~ncilt  !" T h e  ~vor ld  n o v  offers tlie trorlinlan no such 
employment, and he  is t l~crefore compelled t o  combat 
against his steam a r ~ d  iron adversaries unt i l  lie is  worked 
t o  death, or per is l~es froin discilse ;uid starvation. 

A t  t h e  present time, i t  \rould be useIess t o  enter into 
minute details of \\,hat coulrl and what  should be done 
under a new social system such as t h a t  under consider t '  a Ion. 
W e  liave experience to  gtlitlc 11s in  allnost every th ing ;  
for t h e  p rese t~ t  movement is not a n  introduction of new 
~winciples and modes of action, bu t  simply t h e  applic t' a IOU 



of existing principles and modes to a new object-the uni- 
versal and equal benefit of society a t  large, instead of t h e  
aggrandiscmcnt of p,zrticul:lr individu:~ls antl classes. T h e r e  
is always, if i t  be r ight ly managed, a fund of cornman 
sense in  t h e  world sufliciet~t for all emergencies. Almost 
every mall is anrare of t h e  order and precision with wlrich 
the  transactions of companies and individr~als are  a t  present  
carried on, holr~ever extensive or complicated they may be. 
B y  means of general ant1 local boards of trade, and t l ~ c  cli- 
rectors attached to cacll indiviilual company, t h e  quantities 
of E11e various conlmodities ~.equired for consumption-the 
relative valne of each in regard to caclr other-the nurn- 
ber of 1i;inrls required i n  various tratlcs and descriptions of 
labour-ar~d all other matters  cor~nccted with production 
and distribution, could in a sllort t ime be as easily deter- 
mined for a nation as for a n  intlividual company under  t h e  
present arrangements. Statistics of every liind wolilcl 
i i c q ~ i r c  a degree of corrcctncss ant1 perfection suclt a s  tlley 
txn never attain t o  under  t11e ex is t i r~g  system. T h e  simple 
principles OF equality a re  of s u c l ~  a nature t h a t  t h e y  car1 
be acted upon in all transactions and all emergencies; for, 
lilw. t h e  compass of the  mariner, they can guide alike in  t h e  
darkness as  in t h e  sunshine-in t h e  storm as in  t h e  calm. 

Tile social change under  consitleration, great  and benrfi- 
cia1 as would be i t s  own immediate effects, ~vould be an 
easy preparatorv s tep to  t h e  more pet.fect change already 
considered. TLere is  nothing in t h e  movement n.lticl1 can 
arouse t h e  fears of t l ~ e  most filint-hearted. It is not to  be 
expected t h a t  society cat1 become perfect a t  once-that t l ~ e  
vicious propensities and wrong notions which have grown 
with our  g r o ~ r t l l  and strengthened wit11 our  s t rength,  can 
be eradicated or cllangctl in a tnonient. B u t  as  compara- 
tive wealth arid increased leisure sllall take t h e  place of 
hopeless poverty ant1 inordinate toil-when better arrangei 
inents tllari tliose tvhicli now exist shall diffuse eclucat~on 
universsllp-when t11e presetit iial.row views and uriirperl 
syn~pat l i ies  of classes shall be expantled and aiijusted, and 
rrlen made t o  regard all their  fellows as  members of one 
grea t  family, Itaving a commorr interest and  progressing 
towards a common end-then will society gradually antl 
im~~crcep t ib ly  glide into the  s tate  desired, and establisl~ 
tho.;e institutions and usages which are  so essential t o  the  
I i igl~est  scale of civiliz;rtio~r. 

E v e r y  whole is b u t  an aggregate of parts, and a nation 
xvill cver be brolten up into comn~unit ies  or divisions of 
some kind. A s  individuals compose families, and families 
towns, untler tile existing system, so lilic\\'ise woultl they 
after t h e  joint-stc~ck c l ~ a u g e  had been eft'ected. T h e  pre- 
sen t  distrib~ition of people in  towns and villages, bad as  i t  
is, jrould not  be tlirectly interfered with ; nor mould there 
be any immediate destruction and re-erection of t h e  build- 
ings now in esistence, unltealtliy and llncomfortable as  
t h e y  arc. TYc ]lave all, more or less, inlbibecl feelings of 
a t tachment  to  our  prcsent 11a])its, 1)11rsuits, and modes of 
action. W e  are thus  morally iucnl)ncitatctl from act ing 
upon ;l more l)erfect tlivision of society into cornmuuities 
comprisctl of rriany fiimilics, in  which tliere is b u t  orre 
feeling ant1 one In:lnncr of living. It is not pretentled 
tltat society, in  t l ~ e s e  (lays, has  knowledge enough, or n o -  
ral i ty  cnougli, or l~oncsty enoagl~ ,  for srlcli a system. T h e  
trammelled rninils of ntcn c;iniiot ye t  grasp tile great  anti 
glorious destiny ~ v l i i c l ~  is  conceived for t11em in t h e  womb 
of t h e  future. 13rrt if perfectiorl cannot be attained at 
once, there is nothing to deter men from planting the  seed 
of f ~ ~ t u r c  good. 

Although society mill cver be broken u p  into parts, i t  
does not  necessarily follon t h a t  those parts  shall always 
niaintain t h e  same jarr ing anti hostile relation to  each 
othel. as they now do, ant1 a l~vays  will do, ~ v h e n  classified 
as  rich ancl poor. &Ian is  not naturally t h e  enemy of man ; 
nor would he  ever be so, if t h e  interest of one were not  
opposeci to  t h e  interest of anotlier. T h i s  opposition of 
interests docs not exist in joint-stoclc companies. I f  one 
s l~areholdcr  gain or lose anything by a company, all t h e  
other  melnbcrs do so like\vise ; and th i s  universality and 
equality of interest a t  present exists under  no other  circum- 
stances. T l ~ r ~ s ,  e i ther  uridrr the  joint-stock division of 
society, or in any  other modification of t h e  principle of 
co~nr~turt i ty ,  w l ~ e r e  Iirbor~r is universal ant1 ren~ur~era t ion  in 
proportion t o  t h e  labour, t h e  interest of any one marl \ d l  
be cq~ral ly t h e  interest of all ; and this  reciprocity and  
equality of interests ~vould extend from one cotilpatly to 
211 1. 

T l ~ u s ,  taking society as  lr7e find it-wit11 all i t s  irra- 
tional 11;tbits and prcjutliccs, i ts  ill-arranged and incommo- 
ilious habitations ancl rnodes of production, i t s  depraved 



tastes and ignorant appliances of the means of enjoyment 
-no arrangements call br ing into operatio11 powers ao 
extensive in tlleir itpplication and gigantic in their  results, 
as  those existing in connection wit11 a joint-stock modifi- 
cation of t h e  principle of community of possessions. Such  
a systenl woultl be simple and effectrlal in regard to  t h e  
creation and distribution of wealth-it \ro~ll(I, as  far  as  
possible, insure equality of excl~luiges, and give to  every 
man t h a t  t r u e  independence u.l~ich, under  t h e  present 
system, mus t  ever be ur~ltnown to the  ~vorli~nan-it ~ v o n l ~ i  
instantly aIIer7iatc t h e  poverty, and crime, and viciocls 
habits, prod~tced ljp too litt le ant1 too ~ n n c h  work-it would 
allow of a comfortable provision for t h e  y o ~ u ~ g ,  the  old, and 
t h e  intir111, without tliscomfort to  thcn~selvcs or loss to  tlte 
comntunity. Untlcr s ~ l c h  sociill a r~ . ; r l~gcn~e~l t s ,  one class 
~voultl  not, as :tt ~)rcsent ,  he ile1)cntlcnt upon a n o t l ~ c r  for 
cmployrnent ; nor could the  ptirts of one m:ln be an accu- 
rnulation of t h e  losses of a ~ ~ o t l ~ e r .  

Tl lc  ok~jections wlricll !lave been urged by tltc economists 
against t h e  rnore perfect system of cotnmnnity of posses- 
sions, do not  apply t o  this joint-stock rnodification of t h e  
principle. T h e  present could not be called the t ry ing  of a 
rnere e x p e r i m e n t t h e  feeling of our way in the  darlr-the 
precursor of ur~iversal np:tthy, and poverty, and immora- 
lity. T h r o u g l ~ o u t  this  change, society woulil act  upon 
~vc l l - l tno~r~t  principles-principles \vllicll t h e  experience of 
every day  proves to be t h e  more efficacious ant1 powerful in  
proportion as  they a re  t h e  more extensively acted upon. 
I t  woultl be simply an extet~sion of t h e  union of a few 
indivitlnals, to  effect a definite oi~ject,  into the  alliance of 
t h e  people of a nation, t o  effect t h e  same oJ).ject ; and as  a 
joint-stoclt company is stronger than an individual, so will 
a nation of such companies be superior to any  isolatecl com- 
bination. 

The production and distribntion of an unlilnitcd quan- 
t i t y  of ~vealtll, a l tho~tgl t  t h e  first, is not t h e  only requisite 
t o  t h e  welfilre of society. T l ~ c  next  class of arrangements 
of importance a re  tltose relating to  e d u c a t i o ~ ~  as  a whole-- 
t o  the  moral aud pl~ysical cul ture of man-to t h e  teaching 
Itim llis r igh ts  ant1 his duties-to the  entire fornration of 
his character. Untler t h e  joint-stock modification of 
society, this  great  object corlltl be speedily ant1 cffectrlally 
attained. T h e  t ime and the  means which a re  now so ill- 

applied to  this  purpose, coultl be a t  once turned into a 
proper cllannel, and be inilcfinitely increased-the demo- 
ralizing circumstances wl1ic11 now more or less snrround 
find influence every human beilrg from birth t o  death, 
woultl shortly cease t o  have rsistence-and, by a few sim- 
ple arrangements, every chiltl might  receive t h e  best train- 
i n c  without  either trouble or anxiety on t h e  p a r t  of i t s  " 
~ ~ a r e ~ l t s ,  or loss t o  the  c o m ~ n u r ~ i t y  a t  1:trge. 

I n  connection wit11 this  joint-stoclc system, as  ~vel l  as i n  
the  more perfect form of c o m t n ~ ~ n i t y ,  a r ra l~gemcnts  might  
be n~at le  for t!re support of motnen ant1 c h i l d r c ~ ~ ,  ~ v i t l ~ o l l t  
the  former l ) e i t ~ ~  dependent on th r i r  I~usbnntls, or t h e  lat- 
t c r  or1 their  p:~rents, for the  nlc:uns of sr~bsistcnce. Wllcrl 
ration:llly vicwcd, t l ~ c  ~nainten:tncc ~ l l t l  ctl~icntion of chil- 
(Ircn by t l ~ c i r  p:rrcnts is n g1:tring dcfcct in every social 
spstenl iu wl~icll the  ~)r:trticc prevails. I t  ntay be atfnned,  
t ruly C I I O I I ~ ~ I ,  thxt  a11 p;~rents  I I : ~ V C  a natural tlesirc to  pro- 
vide for their  offqpring-t11:tt t l ~ e  s:1111c s t i l n ~ ~ l u s  t o  paren- 
t s l  csertion exists even ;unong ;rni~~lals--and i t  may tw 
from h c ~ ~ c c  inferred, that,  by estaltlisl~ing institutions 
~vhich  throw this  burthen upon society a t  large, we ac t  
m n t r a r y  to, and endeavour to  subvert, t h e  natural desires 
of t h e  h ~ l n ~ a n  breast. Such  an objection as  this  arises 
from a contracted view of t l ~ e  subject. T h e  inherent feel- 
ings of parents csn never be :~nnihil:~ted, e i t l ~ e r  in human 
beings or  in brutes ; but  i t  does not follow, hecause man- 
kind Ii:11)pcn t o  1mve these feelings in common with brutes, 
t h a t  tlley sllould act  in t h e  same manner, and individually 
~wovitle for t h e  childhood of their  li t t le ones. IVe a rc  
placc(1 in a very different position, in  respect to  means, to 
t h a t  of ; u ~ y  class of Iteings a r o ~ ~ n d  11s; ~ L I I ~  we are  p o ~  
sesscd of muc11 l ~ i g h e r  f i icul t i~s  t l ~ n n  those enjoyed by any  
of tltc l~lodifications of intelligence wit11 \r,l~icli we  a r e  
acquaintetl. W e  take pat tern by them in n o t l ~ i n g  ; and 
a l t l~ough  man and brute  a re  alike posscssetl of similar 
natural feclir~gs iu regnrtl t o  their  offspring, yet, while t h e  
brute  is guided i n  tile prescrv:ttion of i t s  young by instirlct 
only, man llas rcason as  ~ve l l  as  instinct t o  direct him. 
T l ~ u s ,  wllilr instinct ever conipcls human beings t o  provide 
for their cl~iidren, reason only can direct them how to do 
th i s  in tllc most effectual manner. 

Experience, frauqlr t wit11 int~umerablc troubles and 
sorro&, sllclrs every parent-and especially every parent 

- 



i n  t h e  productive class-horn lamentably imperfect a re  t h e  
l ~ r e s e n t  arrangements of society for t h e  ~)rotect ion and 
welfare of children. T l ~ e  greatcr  par t  of the  sum total of 
human discomfort is  now conipriscd of parental anxiety 
for t h e  p~aeservation antl happiness of offspring. I n  con- 
sideration of his cl~ildren, how long and patiently does the  
workman toil-110w many of t h e  insolences of ~ l p s t a r t  
authori ty  does he  silently receive-how enduringly does 
11e bear t h e  galling of every chain ~vhich  t h e  present 
accursed systern fastens upon him ! Altlrough solicitude 
will ever exist, yet  fear and doubt, respecting t h e  welfitre 
of their  c l~i ldren a re  no ingredients in parcr~tal  I~npl)iness. 
Bv t h e  present irrational arr i~ngements  of societv, m:Ln- 
ki;~tl arc  dcgratletl t o  t h e  lcvel of brutes,--over whicll they 
suffer their  boastctl reason to give thcrn no ])re-eminence, 
in respect t o  the  prcscrvation of their  ofLs1)ring. Society, 
w l ~ e n  viewed as a w11ol~-in its composition, i ts  constittl- 
tion, and i t s  intention-ought t o  know., as  society, of no 
such limited distinctions as those of parents and c l i i ld re~~.  
E v e r y  child o u g l ~ t  to  be regarded and 1)rotected as  t h e  
child of society; and society, in  i t s  turn, ought  t o  be as  a 
helping child to  every aged parent. Every  individual, 
hesitles his  natural relationslnip to  other  individuals, 113s a 
relationship l i h ~ w i s e  t o  society a t  l a rge ;  and s0ciet.y) by 
inst i tut ing arrangements for t h e  punis l~ment  or protectioll 
of i ts  nleu~bers, tacitly acltnowlcdges th i s  relationship even 
under  t h e  present system. B u t  under  a rational organiza. 
tion of society, t h e  immediate dependence of children upon 
their  parents would be, as i t  ought  t o  be, entirely done 
away with ; and society, talting uporl itself t h e  pl~ysical,  
moral, and intellectual cul ture of all i t s  foster-children, 
would leave t o  their  parents, as  intlividuals, no oflices t o  
perform b u t  t h e  caressings of parental love. 

T h e r e  can be neither wrong nor  loss inflicted 11pon 
society by t h u s  maintaining its cl~ildren. T h e  considera- 
tions \vliich have been already enteretl into respecting t h e  
na ture  and  origin of wealth, and t h e  experience which 
man has of his powers of production, go  t o  shew, that ,  
while there  is a sr~ficiency of raw material there never can 
be too nl11c11 labour. Every  child contains in  embryo more 
or  less of labour, mental and corporeal ; and consequently, 
under  arrangements which enforce universal labour, antl a t  
t h e  samc t ime keep in view tbe  accun~ulation of suflicicnt 

to  set  this  labonr in motion as  i t  arrircs, every 
cllild, instead of being a loss, 1rrill be 2 profit t o  society. 
f t  is society, and not tlte indiviclual parents, ~vliicli receives 
tile bcncfits arising from the  male and female cl~i ldren 
born into t h e  11.orltl ; wntl upon society, thrrefore, have 
t l ~ e y  a j r ~ s t  claim for a n  outfit. There  \rould exist under  
t h e  social sys te~n  of community, none of t h e  incentives t o  
celibacy whic!~ now influence so many tl~ollsands. T h e  
f;tcility for rnarriilge woultl be CO-cstensive with t he desire 
for it. All  parents ~vould  contribute to  t h e  sllpport of ;dl 
chiltlren, in  an indirect m:tnller, t l~ rougl i  proper social 
reg~llat ions;  and thus  cliildren n.ould not be, as  a t  pre- 
sent, ~ r n j r ~ s t l y  visitetl and l ~ u n i s l ~ e d  1)y the  sins of their  
parents. 

13i~tl ;is arc  tile soci:~l nrrnngemcnts \vlticll leave c l ~ i l d ~ e n  
immctli;~tely dependent upon their  parents for education 

su])sistence, a still n.orsc feature in the  present system,. 
nud one proctncti~rc of tllc greater par t  of t h e  clemoraliza- 
tion ant1 vice \r l l ic l~ surround us, is t h a t  cr~stom of society 
which leaves nrolnan dependent upon individr~al man for 
subsistence. Woman sl~oult l  be al togct l~cr  as  i t ~ d e ~ ~ e n d c n t  
of man, in respect to her  occupixtion a11t1 her  maintenance, 
; ~ s  rnan is independetit of her  or of his fellow-man. Wornan 
i s  not ~ ~ a t u r a l l y ,  anrl never can be legally, t h e  slave or  t h e  
pl.operty of rnan ; bnt, i n  regard to every r i g l ~ t  appertain- 
i n g  to  human existence, she stitnds with man on a footing 
of t h e  most perfect equality. Under  t h e  present sys- 
tem, woman is depentlent upon ant1 is regartlet1 as  inferior 
t o  man-she is by t u r n s  h i s  slave and 11is plaything-she 
has no equal social rights, an(1 no political existence. 
Spoiled hy a pernicious antl deficient education, half- 
desl)ised for t h e  apparent want  of those mental powers 
lvhich are  not pern~it tc t l  to  be called forth and exercised, 
and degraded by  her dc])endent positio~~,--woman is now 
fixed i n  a labyrinth of tyranny ancl injustice from which 
she cannot be rescued by any means \rhicll d o  rtot afford 
her ent i re  independel~ce of the  control of her  self-styled 
superior, in  t h e  same ilrgrec as Be is  intlependent of her. 
W h e n  released from such (lominion-wlten relieved from 
tlre fear of future want, allti ~ i iade  a co-eqml with man- 
when fostered and protected by social institutions calcrlla- 
t ed  t o  in,rlre l ~ e r  physicnlly, ~ l l o ~ i ~ l l ~ ,  nnd mentally, xrlrat 
she should be-then \rill she stancl in her  t rue positiot~- 



then  wlll t h e  unknown and now unappreciable treasures of 
Irer hear t  and mind be poured out, and she will be t o  man 
(' a help-mate ~ n e e t  for him." 

T h i s  joint-stock modification of society mould in  a slrnrt 
t ime p e p a r e  t h e  way for t h e  introduction of social arrange- 
ments  calculated to  effect all these objects, and every other  
whic11 philanthropy can desire and intellect discover for 
t h e  happiness of society. There  is ample scope afforded, 
for philosophical inquiry, and invention, and exl)erimellt, 
by the  establishment of national institutions provitled \rith 
every requisite t h a t  unfettered ingenuity and  laI,our can 
bring into existence. Old age and impotency could be 
~)rovitled for in a manner such as  !rrorn-out Labour well 
deserves for t h e  honest exertions of i ts  better days-and 
this, too, as a matter  of right,  and apar t  from all t h e  feel- 
ings now existing in conrlexiou wit11 chari ty  ;ind alms- 
houses. All losses to  individuals ant1 companies, by fire, 
shipwreck, and other disasters, coultl be made, as in  justice 
t h e y  ought, to  fall upon society a t  large. Tlrcre would l,e 
one great  gainer and one grea t  loser-the nation-for 
society woultl form, as  i t  mere, one vast insurance corn- 
pany, in  which t h e  profits only would be known, and tlre 
losses be unfclt and unseen. 

Upon t h e  estal)lishment of such a systcm, e r e r y  social, 
political, and ecclesiastical grievance untler which men now 
suffer, and wit11 which they  have ineffectually comhnted 
for centuries, would be almost instantly annil~ilated. In -  
tolerance would givc place t o  liberality ; and a just,  natural, 
and rational equality of r ights  and possessions would suc- 
ceed t h c  present system of exaltations and abasements- 
of tyranny and slavcrp-wherein t h e  hancl of every man 
is raised against his f'ellbtv, and a wide-spread conve~itional 
hypocrisy of love exists in t h e  place of t h a t  sympathy and 
kintiness which nature prompts u s  t o  entertain towards 
each other. Under  th i s  joint-stock system, the same as 
under  t h a t  now existing, every indivitlual would be a t  
liberty to  accumulate as  much as he pleasetl, and t o  enjoy 
suclr accllrnulations when and where lre might  think pro- 
per. T h e  savings of every man would be his o\rrn, and 
would in no way a fkc t  t h e  savings of his fellow; for eclulrl 
exchanges, antl individual independence of indivitlual, ren- 
der  wealth an almost powerless instrunlent of mischief. 
By t h e  imposition of a direct tax on individuals o r  on 

n r t i ~ l e s  of consllmption, together with t h e  rents of build- 
ings, kc., ample funtls coultl bc secored to meet all t h e  
expenses conncctctl wit11 the  proper g o r c r n m e ~ ~ t  of society, 
t i le  educntion of all i ts children, the  rnuinte~~;uncc of t h e  
infirm, t h e  p:.osecution of scientific research, the  progres- 
sive demolition antl re-erection of t h e  l~abi tat ions now i n  

t h e  formati011 of roatls, and t h e  e s t ; ~ b l i s l ~ n ~ e n t  
of every i n s t i t u t i o ~ ~  rcqr~ i rcd  to  n ~ c c t  t l ~ e  \r;lnts and t h e  
exigencies of society. 

Tlrus, n.it11 a soci;il change lilic this, n l t l ~ o u g l ~  the  face 
of society would retain for a time, i ts  preserlt appearatlee, 
i t s  n.11ole inner constitution would be daily i~ntlergoing a 
I'urification, a revivisccr~cy, wl1ic.11 ~ r o u f t l  s l ~ o r t l y  extend t o  
i t s  oat \ rard xs1)cct. T l ~ c  :~bon~in:~blc n.ickcdr~ess and vice 
of cvery kind-the l~umitigntctl  morn1 p~~t rcsce~lcy- \~yhich  
now exists in t h e  very heart's core of socict!., and stinks i n  
tile rlostrils of T r u t h  a11(1 Justice, \roul(l speeclily give 
place to :L puri ty  ant1 vititlity such ;IS society Itas never yet  
er~joyetl ; and t h e  sn.clling torrent  of 11un1au l~nppiness, 
flonring froln t h e  rock of right,  ~ rou l t l  bound from heart to  
Ireart, until all had drnnk of i ts  watcrs and felt their soul- 
cheering iufli~cnce. 

T o  those, then, who deem t h a t  a social change is neces- 
sary, antl to those \vho tlccry ;ill such c l~anges  as t h e  hallu- 
cinations of ~nisgl~itletl  visionaries or the  artful in~positions 
of designing miscre;~nts, t h e  outline of a social movement 
is  before then1 for consideration. Founded as it  is upon 
established principles of production, and act ing thronghout 
upon a ~vell.known and ~rell-tried plan of operations, there 
can be litt le doubt tha t  i t  would tend to the  speedy pro- 
gression of t h e  hunian race to\vartls t h a t  ultimate degree 
of happiness and perfectibility by ~ v l ~ i c h  all  finite things 
a re  bounded. S u c l ~  ;L change ~vould give incre3setl wealth 
and increased leisure to  society a t  large, and thereby re- 
move tbe  poverty aud ignorance which now exist-it 
mould be tlestructive of the  present class and caste division 
of society, as me11 as of t h e  social and governmental ty, 
rannp  engendered 1)y this ilivision-and, by allowing of the  
introduction of circnmstantinl regulations farourable t o  
t h e  object in view, mould enable all persons t o  acquire a 
degree of physical, moral, and intellectual excellence t o  
which, under the  present systcm, they can never attain. 

A change like this, ns \re11 iis t h e  more perfect change a ] -  



rendy considered, presupposes t h a t  all t h e  real capital of t h e  
cotintry - t l ~ e  land, buildings, m;ichinery, vesse)~, aud every 
otller tlescription of reprotlucible lvcalth, except t h e  per- 
sonal property of indirriduals-is possessed and controIlec1 
by society a t  large;  t!lat t h e  occupations and  authori ty  of 
t h e  present capitalists and employers, i n  their individual- 
ized capacity, are  superseded ; t h a t  society is, as  i t  were, 
one grea t  joint-stock company, colilposed of an indefinite 
number of smaller companies, all labouring, producing, 
ant1 exchanging with each otller on terms of t h e  most per- 
fect equality. T h e  idea of such a tllirig is easily conceivctl ; 
and t o  ac t  upon t h e  c o ~ ~ c c p t l o ~ l  will be as  easy a mat te r  
as  t o  conceive it. 

I l i t l ~ c r t o ,  we  hare  rcgardetl this  social movement only a s  
an establishetl chang?, w i t h o ~ t  t~i l i ing into consideration 
t h e  means \vhcrel)y s ~ ~ c l i  n clr:lnge is t o  IN accomplisl~etl, 
ant1 t h e  real capitill of t h e  country obtained possession of 
by t h e  productive classes. It Itas 1)cen slle\irn that,  untlcr 
tile prcserlt system, mealtlr is :required by individl~als in 
two ways-by labolir, and I)y trading-tlle first being de- 
pendent on i t s  own exertions, and t h e  la t ter  being derivetl, 
by unequal exchanges, from t h e  exertions of others. Goltl 
atltl silver coin and bank-notes are  t h e  exponents of ~vealtlr ; 
and when a man has obtained possession of these-no matter  
hy ~ r l ~ i i t  means-Ire can finti niultitutles of persons .cvilli~~g 
t o  give him lands, houses, or anything else, in  exchange 
for his coin and bank-notes. It 112s been shewn t h a t  coin 
and  notes a re  valuable only by  conventional usage; and  
t h a t  such value depe~itls upon t h e  existence of t h e  real 
capital, of which they a rc  no more than the  representatives. 

Tliis mas esemplified by tlie fact, t h a t  t h e  wealth or t h e  
poverty of a nation depends, not on t h e  amount of t h e  
gold and silver posscsscd by t h e  people, b u t  upon t h e  
buildings, ships, ~nacliincry, and comniodities in  t h e  coun- 
t r y  ; ant1 that,  were we now without these things, and s h u t  
ou t  from comlnrlnion with o t l ~ e r  countries, we sllould bc 
no better off than so many starving beggars, even if every 
individual were possessed of a million of sovereigns; be- 
cause there would be no produce t o  be purchased from each 
other  for t h e  maintenance of life. But ,  u ~ l d e r  present 
arrangements, a man will give u p  his real capital-his 
hoildings, and  machinery, and food-for i t s  worthless re- 
presentatives, gold and hank-notes; and he does so only 

because h e  is wel! assured, by Iiis experience of the  conren- 
tional usages of society, t h a t  he can a t  au!r time reccive for 
llis gold and notes an nwlolutt of r e a l  svenl l l~  cqll i t in/ctzt 10 
tlteir apparent vnlzcc. I I e  knows t h a t  tllis money \\.ill pro- 
cure him lodgings, food, ant1 clotlling, or any other  requi- 
s i te  of life, for twenty or forty years t o  come, as  t h e  
amount  may be. It matters  not wlretl~er any  of these 
things be in existence a t  t h e  time a man receives his  money 
guarantee for them : lie linorvs tliat there is real capital, 
somewhere, to the  amount of his bond, ant1 thiit men will 
toil for and give to him, in escllange for this gold or paper 
bond, real n-ealtli of every ltind to  t h e  frill anlount. I t  is 
from t l~ese  consitleratious thiit men buy :uid sell ~ v i t h  
money, and give u p  t h e  real th ing  for i ts  representative; 
and 111)ou t h e  s:une I)rincil)lc, iultl by t h e  siinnc means, may 
the  \vorliiug cliisscs l ) ~ ~ r c l ~ : i s c  fro111 t l ~ e  c:il)iti~lists all those 
vast accumulxtions n.l~ic:l the  present system of unequ:~l 
exchanges 113s en;~blctl tllcm to obt:iin possessioll of. 

Ti ie  rc;ll capital of the  coltntry 11:is been cstimatetl to  
be \rrortl~ five tllous;lnd millions of l,ounds sterling ; :inti it 
has been slrcwn t l i i ~ t  tlie valrte of tllc ~reiiltli annually 
~)rotlucetl i n  the  United Iiiugtlortl tlocs not fall short of 
$500,000,000, of ~vllicll t h e  nrorliing classes receive ant1 
enjoy less tliitn C200,000,000. I f  t h e  ulorliing classes Ilad 
orlly thcmselvc~s t o  m;ti~~t:till, ;it tbc  resent r;ite, and nrerc 
they t o  produce annually no grcitter :in ianount even than 
this  C500,000,000, they \roultl, in t h e  course of seventeen 
years, create ~vea l th  sutficient to  purchase all t h e  ~ ) r c s e n t  
fixed ca1)ital of t h e  empire. 13ut i t  has  been she\vn t h a t  
the i r  position, and the  enormous btirthens n~liicli they lrave 
t o  sustain, \vill ever prevent them from being accumulators 
t o  any consiclcrable amount under t h e  present system ; i ~ n d  
t h a t  t h e  subversion of this system, by such nicans, is  a n  
event t o  be loolted for only in  tlle course of centuries, 
dur ing  \rrliicll the  greatest par t  of t h e  worliing class mus t  
suffer, with unniitigrated severity, all t l ~ e  evils entailed 
upon them by t h e  existing state of things. A s  i t  is neces- 
sary, I~owevcr, t o  t h e  success of any  social char~ge, t h a t  t h e  
real capital of t h e  country sho~i ld  be possessed by t h e  pro- 
ductive classcs-as they ~t i t ls t  acquire such capital by 
purchase-as they have no means, under  present cir- 
cumstances, of accumulating sunicient \vealtll t o  purchase 
this  capital during many generations-it is  apparent t h a t  



t h e  protluctive classes mus t  still remain t h e  prey an(1 t l lc  
slaves of their  fellows, unless some plan be adopted differ- 
e n t  to  an): llitherto nl:~tlc use of by t l~enl .  

, T l ~ e  tliscovcry and i~tloption of such a plan will be any- 
t h i n g  llut difficlllt. TO accomplish the  end desirctl, let i t  
for a n iomel~ t  be supposed tha t  t h e  desire for a social change 
is almost u~liversal among t h e  productive classes-that caclt 
t rade establislles within itself the  germs of a filture corn- 
]'any--that a l~rovisional government of delegates froln 
each is appoit~ted ant1 convenetl-that paper moacy, and a 
coinage of pottery, Ilearing t h e  two denominations of 
amount of labour ant1 arnolltlt sterling, is crcatetl for the  
purpose of superseding the  1)rcsent tnedium, and carl.ying 
on tile f i ~ t u r e  transi~ctions of society-and t h a t  a b;irKain 
talirs plat-c hctmcen tlrc ])rodlrccrs tlllts urlitctl and the  c:tl)i- 
talists, :lnil the  fixctl capital is tr;lnsfcrred from t h e  one t o  
t h e  other. 

I n  none of these suppositions-not eren in the  last-is 
tltere anything impossible. I t  is not i r~t l is~)rnsi~ble to t h e  
success of the  nlovement, t h a t  the ~rl lole  of the capitalists 
and prod~rccrs slronld a t  once concur in  t h e  settlement of 
t h e  ql~rst ion.  T h e  c l ~ a n g e  might  be accomplished j ~ ~ s t  so 
far as  there might  be capitillists and producers willing t o  
agree in the  matter. A s s l ~ m i t ~ g ,  however, t h a t  all parties 
are  willing to  sell ;~nt l  to I)uy on the  terms proposed-that 
t h e  c.al)italists receive tlreir voc~chers antl give u p  the i r  
property-that t h e  vast amount of unemployed labour ant1 
~nachinery  ~ v l l i c l ~  now exists is se t  in ]notion-that new 
ir~ventions and nem appliances are  brought to  bear in t h e  
business of l)roduction-tl~at the  combinetl Iirbour and 
energies of t h e  protluctive classes are  brought into m e  
focus and tlirectcd to  a common end-tl~c whole of t h e  tnro 
thousand millions of debt  niiglit be wil,ed off ~i-ithiti 
twenty ye:lrs, antl t h e  capitalists \ronlil be enabled t o  enjoy 
tlris vast sum as they pleased, in the  most perfect security, 
anti uninterfered with bv t h e  busy world around them. 

W h a t  a re  t h e  real difficulties which stand in the  way ?f 
a transaction such a s  th i s?  On the  one side there 1s 
nothing needed bu t  union and industry-on t h e  otlrer, 
confidence is t h e  sole requisite. T h e  purchase of the  real 
capital of t h e  country, in the  manner under consideration, 
would be as  muc11 a legal and proper purchase as any  tran- 
rnction \\,l~ich LIOIV takes pliice between a seller and a buyer. 

T h e  ~ l l a ~ n i t u d e  of the  contract docs not alter i ts  character. 
If tile worI,ing classes hat1 gold in their  ~)ossessiotl \vhcrc- 

to  in  ntlvancc for the  things \rr:lutcd, tl~ous;rnt!s 
of cal)it;tlists iroultl be willing t o  malie tlle biir~.;iin : ant1 
fro difliculty rrould stand in tlle w:ly of selling t h e  sanie 
property to  known capitalists, even if they were 11ot pos- 
srssed of gold, but \\'ere sitnply to  give, as security, ir 
I)ro~nise to  pi\!. a t  some fritrlre specifietl time. I f  a work- 
ing  man pay gold to  a capitalist, or one capitalist pay goltl 
t o  auotllcr, lle lllerely gives a reprcscntatire of t h e  things 
\rllicl~ lilbour h a s  l~rorluced-if lle give n bor~d to pay a t  ;r 
fu tu re  time, Ile mcrcl!. pro~uises  to  pay what  labour mill 
prodzcce. 'l'lle past, t h e  present, u ~ ~ d  t h e  fu ture  tr:tnsac- 
tior,s of C;ll~it,il ;ill del)c~itl  o11 1,nbour for their  f ~ ~ l l i l ~ n c t l t .  
Such  l ~ c i t ~ g  the  c;~sc, \ \ . l ~ y  shoultl not lJab01lr itself 111;tke ;r 
purcll:lsc 4 TTThy slloultl not tllc bontl of IJaLour, t o  1) ;~y 
a t  a future time w l ~ a t  itself ollly cuu l)roiluce, be as  1-:tlu- 
:iblc as  t l ~ c  bond of Cnllital, t o  p:ly \ rhat  this very same 
L a b o ~ t r  is t o  ~irotluce ? I f  gold be ])aid a t  once to  t h c  
cal)italist for his machiticry and b~~il(lil lgs, this  gold is nu  
more than ;t voucher t11;~t t h e  capitalist shall receive other  
wealth to  t h e  full value of tllc things obtained from him : 
if a bond be given, i t  is equ;~lly a voucher t h a t  t h e  con, 
t rac t  s l ~ a l l  be made gootl. T h e  goltl surl notes .rroultL 
now be taken by the  c;ipit;llist for his com~notlitics, simply 
because the  goltl ant1 notcs form t h e  conlnion circulating 
medium: and as, in t h e  conternplntcd change, t h e  notcs 
issued by the  p r o d ~ ~ c t i v e  c1:tsses I\ o d d  lilrclrise for111 t h e  
circolat i r~g mctliuln, they wor~ltl in  every respect Lc 
equally as  vduable as  t h e  gold. I f  security be \ranted by 
tlrc caliit;ilist, t h a t  t h e  contract sll:lll be abided by, is t l ~ c  
security offcretl by ;L people of less \rrorth than tllat offcretl 
by an individual ? There  are  innumerable instiinces of 
irltlivit1u;rl breach of fitith-the p ; ~ g ~  of history teems with 
records of gover~ tme~i t ;~ l  treacllery-but tllere catltlot be 
found one solitary inst:~nce of the  infrillgetiient of rr con- 
t ract  by a people. 

T h e  consideratio~ls etitered into rcs1)ecting tlte wrongs 
ilccessarily erlduretl by t h e  \r.orking classes under tlic 
present system, h a r e  shenrn 11s rh:lt these wrongs o\ve 
the i r  origin t o  uncqu:il c s c l l ; ~ ~ ~ g c s ,  ant1 t h e  cot~secluent 
division of society into etnl~loyers and elt~ployetl, or rich 
and poor; arld the  first object of every social change is t h e  



ultimate subversion of t h e  relations and the  inequality 
es i s t ing  between tltcse classes. Such b e i ~ ~ g  tile end in 
view, i t  is  scarccly to  be expected tllat t h e  capitalists, 
with their  present habits and prejudices, will geucrnily 
consent evcn to sell their  property for this  object. A s  a 
class, they will, a t  t h e  moment, abhor any transaction 
~vhiclt  tends, l~o\vever remotely, t o  take from them their  
supremacy, t o  destroy class ant1 caste associatio~ls and feel- 
ings, and to equalize t h e  present t l i s t i ~ ~ c t i o ~ ~ s  in  society. 
B u t  t h e  inquiry relating t o  t h e  nature, origin, and trans- 
mission of wealth has provetl t h a t  the  capitalists, abstmct- 
edly consitlered, have no rightful ti t le to  t h e  land ~vlrich 
they now hold, nor to  t h e  vast a c ~ u ~ n u l a t i o n s  of capital 
wl~iclr they have obtained l)osscssion of. T h e  t i t le  by 
wllicl~ t h e  cal~itxlists holtl t l ~ c s c  things is no more t l ~ ; ~ n  a 
conventional priv~legc-s privilege conferred and sanc- 
tioned by t h e  common usage of society, without  1)articular 
I i m i t : ~ t i o ~ ~  :IS to  time. I t  IS  liltc\r,isc n common usage of 
socicty, when the  property of intlivitlllnls interferes with 
the  welfare of the bor!y polit,ic-in regard t o  roads, rail- 
ways, canals, ant1 other effects-to have such property 
equitably valued, and, paying i ts  owners t h e  price fixed 
upon, taltc t h e  propcrty, intIepcndent of their  consent. 
Tlre maintenance of a tit le to  property in perpetuity, 
witllout regard to  any circumstances which may arise, and 
indel~cndent  of any e x t ~ ~ a n e o u s  control, is a th ing  which 
even now is never dreametl of. Thus,  although t h e  con- 
ventional privilege hy which t h e  capitalists hold possessidn 
of their  wealth is, in t h e  eye of justice, as  sacred as  t h a t  
by wllicl~ t h e  ~ ~ r o t l u c e r s  hold t h e  scanty reward of the i r  
labnlir, i t  is, ncvcrthclcss, in t h e  power of society a t  large 
t o  :titer a t  a n y  time i t s  existing arrangements, inilepcn- 
deu t  of t h e  consent of a particular intlivitlual or a pitrti- 
cular class. B u t  the  purcltase of the  wealth now posscssetl 
by the  capitalists, in t h e  manner considered, Itas in i t  
n o t l ~ i t ~ g  ~ v h i c l ~  can tenci to  i n t e r r u l ~ t  tlre peace or destroy 
tllc l i a j ~ p i u e ~ s  of one indi\riclual beilrg. 

W i t h  rcga~.tl to  t h e  union of a number of producers 
adequate t o  eff'ect a change in the  present system, i t  is  t h e  
easiest, as  i t  is t l ~ e  first, s tep in the  movement. Even a t  
tlre present moment tliere a re  no less than two rnilliolls of 
producers uuitetl together in societies of various 1;intIs. 
Almost every working man is  or has  been a member of a 

tradesn union or t radc society; and t h e  number of illis 
in  benefit societies does not, from late returns, fall 

short of l , j00,000. Those a t  present uni ted in societies 
mill have dependent upon them eight or nine millions of 
wolnell and children-the who!e mass t h u s  forming no less 
than  one-third of t h e  po~~ula t ion .  H e r e  is a t  once rnate- 
ria! amply sufficient t o  accomplish any  change, whether  
social o r  governmental-rnatcrial more or less bonded 
toget l~er ,  and  organised, and containing intelligence as  well 
a s  numbers-material sucering a conllnon wrong from t h e  
present s ta te  of things, allti evcn noor united together for 
t h e  purpose of destroying or ncutralising tliis wrong. R u t  
1vhe11 t l ~ c  unimprovable nature of the  present system is 
percrived by tl~em-\rlicn they becon~c aware of t h e  fix- 
idi ty  of tlieir doo~n,  and - t h e  u t te r  futility of all mere 
governmental cl~anges-tl~erc can be litt le doubt t h a t  t h e  
~vhole  u1orl;ing class will linite as one man to clemnnd a . 
social cliange ; ant1 nrl~cn they tlrus tlemand it, there is no 
power on e; l r t l~ t h a t  can say i t  shall not t a l x  place. T h i s  
oppressed class alone, if even partially united in one body, 
and  devoting tlieir now divided energies t o  one purpose, 
could instautly effect t h e  deliverance of their  order and  
their  country-could orerturn, by  one movement, t h e  
whole social fi~hric, and institute arrangemetlts calculated 
t o  prod~lce as  much of good and as lit t le of evil a s  the  
most sanguine pl~i lanthropist  can desire. 

Such, then, is one mode of accomplishing a social cllange 
-such are  t h e  means possessed by society for etfecting t h e  
end desired-such are  the  results whic l~  \vill follo\v i t s  con- 
summation. Tlie object is just, the  means a re  simple, t h e  
issue will be satisfi~ctory. T h e  cllnnge inay for the ~notnen t  
startle some by its novelty, or fl.ig1lten otllers who vie\v i t  
through t h e  clistortiog mediurn of prejudice; bu t  when t h e  
subject has  been attentively examined-~rl~erl the  gootl I ~ a s  
been balanced agt inst  t h e  evil, t h e  cost against the enjoy- 
ment-all these feelings of dislilie and dis trust  mill insen- 
sibly disappear, and t h e  mliole ~novenient will tal\e the  h u e  
and  esci te  olrly t h e  elnotions of an every-day occurrellce. 
I n  t h e  principles and modes of action considered, neitlter 
t r u t h  nyr justice is outragecl-tlre pl~ysical, moral, ant1 
intellectual powers of every individual cannot be made 
worse, b u t  mus t  be made better, by t h e  change-tl~ere is 
no avenue left open t l ~ r o u g l ~  which Despotism, wit11 i t s  
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galling fetters and i ts  long train nf militarv and judicial 
massacres, can be le t  in among the  I~eo i le ,  but every 
source of government:tl evil will be dried u p  and dcstrovctl 
fur,evcr. There is n o t l ~ i r ~ g  in the  inovcmcnt n.hicll >all 
lent1 to  social anarchy, or t o  those innumerable ills \rlrich 
ever follow in the  train of simple governmental re1.01~- 
tions. What ,  then, has society or individuals to  fea r?  
T h e  produrtive classes have only to  move on with conli- 
dence, for T r u t h  is with them-J~lstice is  n.it11 them- 
all t h e  elements of success are with them ! 

CHAPTER SI I .  

CONTRAST UETl lTEEN TITE P R E S E N T  S Y S T E M  A N D  T I I E  
SYSTEM O F  COM.\IUNl?'Y O F  POSSESSIONS. 

A L L  human ordinances and modes of action a re  neces, 
sarily imperfect, on account of tllc imperfect kno~vledgc 
ant1 the  imperfect means of man. A s  t h e  lino~vledge of 
every man is acquired either through t l ~ e  medium of h i s  
O I F I ~  experience, or the  esperie~rce of others, he  can never, 
w l ~ c n  a t t c m p t i r ~ g  to depict :I s ta te  of things n l ~ i c h  has not  
yet  existetl, accurately tletermine how individuals shall 
feel and act  \r-hen  laced in t l ~ c s e  new circumstances and 
cxl)osed to t l ~ e s e  ne1r1 influences. 111 loolting into tlie 
future, we are  compelled to  st:rnd upon t h e  past and t h e  
~ ~ r e s e ~ i t - t o  lieep experience and facts constantly arountl 
11s-to fill I I ~  t!le pictrlre of t h e  ilnltnoa~n by parts  
sketchetl fro111 the ltno~vn :tlid ~rell-defined. B y  t h u s  
liceping in view l)rinciples, and actiorrs, and incentives 
t o  action, \re may r~laku an apj)rosimatioti to, if rve cannot 
attain, t h e  t rue  rcsrllt sought for. 

T h e  soci:rl rnnven~ent already considered is of this clta- 
racter, and is thus  foundctl ; ant1 tlrerefore, altlrough it 
may not be possible to  point ou t  every trivial arrangenient 

wrhich might  be adopted by a ~ e o p l e  act ing upon s u c l ~  a 
system, t h e  principles on which i t  is foundetl, and t h e  
general outline, will serve as a standarc1 by w l ~ i c l ~  to  cotn- 
Ijare and test  existing soci:il a r r~ugenlen ts .  T h e  present 
generation have 110 authori ty  over tlte g e n e l x t i o ~ ~ s  yet  t o  
come, and cannot justly inst i tute  la1c.s or arrangements 
\rrhich shall be binding 11po11 them. 'I'lle met1 of all tirnes 
a rc  alike free to  subvert, toamentl, or to  institute. T h e r e  
is  no such th ing  as finality; and altllo11g11, u ~ t d e r  tlre 
c x i ~ t i n g  system, i t  is the  custolit of rulers :rnd gorertl- 
x~lents t o  en:ict writtcrl Iir\vs n . l~ ic l~  profess t o  mark t l ~ c  
I,oundarics \c,itl i i~~ \rllicll f r t t ~ ~ r e  opinions n ~ ~ d  obscrvnnces 
shall be confineti, yet  t h e  tirnc \\.ill colnc \r11cr1 all S I I C ~ I  
records sl~irll be s\\.ept anray ; and tllere will be sufticie~lt 
common sctlsc in tllc \rorlil to  c~l;tble mcn to tlecitlc 
between r igh t  and Irrortg \ r i t l~out  iq)pcaling t o  the  
authori ty  of nirlsty parclrrnerlts : I I I ~  \ ro r~~i -ea ten  folios. 

T h e  1)resent crisis, \vllatcrcr i t  In;iy leild to, is no more 
tllan a ~~atr t r i r l  ~novement  a t t end i~rg  the course of t l ~ i ~ ~ g s -  
i t  is  but  one Inore of t h a t  tn ig l~ ty  oce:rn of events, t h e  
billows of wlriclt have rolled 011 froni eternity, ant1 will 
progress in unclieclted power for ever. I t  was fi~lfilling a 
I~rctlestinrtl  move a t  man's creation-it \\.as a t l r s ~ ~ c i n g  as  
civi1iz;ition succeeiled to  tlie pr i rn~t ive contlition of Inan- 
i t  was progressitlg e v c ~ ~  \v11en l)olisl~ed Greece and Ilonle (1% 
gelleratetl into senli-barbarism-it was coming on u heti t h e  
French Iterolrltion tool; place, and I<ingcraft ant1 Priest- 
craft soaltetl tlte soil of I'urope with blood-ant1 i t  is a t  
th i s  moment pnssing before orir eyes and bearing us  
along, destroying ar!tl reinstitnting, as i t  al\vays 11;ls (lotic 
and  ever ~vi l l  do, political ant1 social institrltioris of every 
t.1taractt.r and kind. T h e  prcse t~ t  is not a 1nere:y loc:il 
~noven~ent- i t  is riot cor~fincti to  country, to  cnlour, or to  
creed-the universe is tlie sphere ill ~r~lricli i t  acts, and i t  
operates on all creation. I n  co~isidering social cll;tnges, 
t l ~ e n ,  tncn ;ire ill no \rray restricted i l l  their  inqttiries by 
existing a r ra l rge lne~~ts  a ~ ~ d  regulatiolls ; nor, in  ca r ry i r~g  
forward t h e  changes contempltttetl, are  they ill ally may 
bourid by tlie alleged sacredness of p3rticolar institutions, 
whatever may be t l ~ c i r  cliardcter or their  01)ject. All  
such have been established a t  various tilnes ;u10 for 
various ~)urposcs-they liavc a t  lilce times and for the 
like purposes been motlified and an;eaded-and t l ~ c  nieli 



of t h e  present day h a r e  t h e  same r i g h t  and polver to  s11b- 
vert, as  t h e  men of former times had to inst i tute  and main- 
tain. All these movements and changes were revolutions ; 
anti, as  cvery pnge of history proves, t h e  greater  or lcss 
evils which have generally attendetl such changes, have 
been produced by the  s tupid endeavours of rulers and 
governments to  convince nations, by the application of t h e  
sabre antl t h e  bayonet, t h a t  falsehoot1 was t ruth,  t h a t  gross 
wrong was justice, t h a t  slavery was liberty. 

T h u s  free t o  thinlc antl t o  act-hirving csaminecl arld 
tested t h e  v a r i o ~ l ~  principles and modes of action which a re  
essential t o  n:ltional prosperity and individual Ilappiness, 
and bcl~cld some.of tlre irtnurnerablc evils wl1ic11 flow frorn 
the i r  non-ol)serv:~ncc-\~~c can a t  o!~cc cntcr  into a more 
dctailctl contr;tst hetwccn existing i~rrnngcmcrtts and t h e  
soci;tl system of comrnunity of possessions untler tlte modi- 
fications alrcatly briefly considcrctl ; antl liltctvise csarrtine 
:r few more of those mcitsurcs which a rc  contended for by 
])articular sections of the  community, as  remedies for 
existing evils. 

W e  have supposed tha t  tile present distinctions in  so- 
ciety, as  relating t o  rich a i ~ t l  poor o r  employers and  
employed, are  totally subvel-ted-that society i s  comprised 
1)ot of one class, labourers mental and manual, who a r e  
united together in  an ir~deiinitc number of comn~nnit ies  or 
joint.stock companies, in mhicli labour is  universal and t h e  
remuneration in proportion to t h e  t ime of labour-that 
these communities hold possession of t h e  land a n d ' t h e  
productive capital of t h e  nation-that they are  liltelvise 
possessed of a circulating bank-note o r  paper medium, 
:tmounting t o  two thousand millions of pouncls sterling- 
and t h a t  they  mutrtally and universally produce or distri- 
bu te  a~ealtll ,  and exchange their  labour and their  p r o d u c  
tions on one broad principle of equality. T h i s  vast 
confederation of labour has sornewhat tlte cllaracter of a 
modern joint-stock company, and  will bring forth i t s  
results by means of similar appliances. T h e  more advan- 
cud form of community which has been considered, varies 
from tlle movement now unrlcr consideration merely in  i t s  
arrangemettts. I<:~ch movement has t h e  same ultimate end 
in view ; a l ~ d  each \vill accomplish t h e  object desired b y  a 
jutlicious uliion and tlirection of vast 1)olvcrs. 

I n  every s tate  of society there mus t  be labour, and 

appropr ia t io~~,  and exchanges ; and t h a t  system lvlliich 
enables men t o  produce and appropriate t h e  greatest quan- 
t i t y  of wealth with t h e  least expendihlre of labour, will 
be t h e  best systenl, if i t s  trsnsactiotls be governed by tlte 
jus t  principle of eqn:tlity of exchanges. U n d e r  t h e  pre- 
sent  arrangements of society me place a clog upon produc- 
tion a t  t h e  very outset ; for me compel vast masses of men 
t o  exis t  in idleness, ant1 t h u s  lose all t h e  advantages which 
might  be derived from their  labour. T h i s  system, then, 
does not permit  u s  to  create and appropriate the  greatest 
amount  of meal t l~,  and therefore i t  is unprofitable. Nei- 
ther  is t h e  present systcnl uni ted i n  any way wit11 equality 
of exchanges, and therefore i t  is uttjr~st.  T h e  porrcr rv?~ich 
sets  Labour in  n~ot ioh  is  vested in those who a re  not 
labourers-~vho exis t  only t o  consume t11:lt whiclt others  
1>ro(luwc, ant1 t o  oppress ;untl vilify t l ~ o s c  beneath t11en1- 
and who a re  en;~blctl t h u s  icily to  exist and r~nceasiugly t o  
oppress, in cousequence of their  positiotl in society. T h e  
present soci:rl system, therefore, i s  not or~ly ~~nfavonrnble  
t o  production-not only un jus t  i n  regrard t o  exchange, 
bu t  totally subversive of all equality of rights. 

B u t  uncler a r rangen~ents  s11ch as  those connected wit11 
t h e  system of community, which render i t  imperative on 
all able-bodied persons to  labour, and which assist such 
labour by every contrivance which i r ~ g e t ~ ~ l i t y  can invent, 
there mus t  be vast production. T h i s  universal labour, 
when uni ted wit11 equal exchanges, will adjust  all appro- 
priation on t h e  principles of equity. T h e  system of com- 
munity,  moreover, places t h e  national accumulations of 
capital a t  t h e  disposal of t h e  nation as  a mllole-it 
allows not one nlan t o  be in  any  way subject to  t h e  caprice 
or t h e  mercy of another-and therefore i t  mus t  ever 
equally protect a11 individuals from every kind of t p n u y .  
Thus, whether i n  respect to production, o r  distribution, 
o r  appropriation-to the  saving of labour or t h e  enjoyment 
of wealtlt-to t h e  establishment and nlaintenance of erlual 
r ights  and equal lalvs-to all other things necessary t o  
national greatness and individual happiness, t h e  two sys- 
M s  mill a i l n ~ i t  of n o  compnrison. 

T h e  general character of t h e  arrangements necessary to 

""T forw:trtI t h e  joint-stock modification of comntunity 
wou d be so similar t o  those a t  present existing, t h a t  p;w- 
ticalar enu~nerat ion will be unnecessary. T h e r e  woultl be 



general and local accumulations or magazines of food and 
necessaries; this  produce nwultl be tlistributed by rnear~s 
of large markets or h:lzaars, instead of t l ~ r o n g h  tlte idstru- 
~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t a l i t y  of innumerable pe t ty  tratlesmen ; and every 
necessary and Inxury \r ould he procnrable in  any  par t  of 
t h e  c o r ~ n t r y  for i ts  cost of protluctior~ in gross, ~ ~ e i t l ~ e r  
depreciated by abundance nor enlrancetl by the  artifices of 
speculators. T h e  protluction ant1 transport of all kinds of 
comn~odities \~.oultl be pro!)crly regulated and ad j~ ls ted ,  
and be liniitcd by no restrictions b u t  those whiclr naturally 
f i o ~ r  from t h e  gratitication of :dl ~r.:urts. T h e  aff'i~irs of 
society a t  large \I orlld bc rcg~lltrted antl controlled by gene- 
ral a11tl local boards of rariorrs liintls, t h e  n~ernbcrs of \r I ~ i c h  
\rould be elcctetl by tile coni~nr~nit ies .  A national L : L I I ~  
\voultl crcate t l ~ c  circnl;iting ~nct l i~irn,  antl issue i t  t o  t l ~ c  
Inanngcrs of tlrc var io~ls  corn1)nnics in proportion t o  t l ~ c  
rlurr~ht>r of menrbcrs in car11 cornIt:trly, o r  tlrc c)larncter of 
t l ~ c i r  occupation. JVitlt this 111o11cy 1ro111(1 ;ill i ~ ~ ~ l i v i ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ l s  
ant1 companies purchase c-o~nrr~otlitics and transilct t l ~ c i r  
escl~anges,  ou tllc present prirrcil)les of tr;~tle ; and, c i t l ~ c r  
by  t h e  imposition of a tlirect t ax  on persons, or a per- 
centage on corr~rnodities, : t cc r~r~~r~la t ions  ~r~oult l  bc insrlrctl 
sufficient to  providc amply for :tII exigiencies T h e  molrcy 
issued .cvould alw:lys Iteep nitlrin tlre limits of tlre ac t i~a l  
effective capital exis t ing;  and i t  a ~ o ~ ~ l t l ,  lilcc blood within 
t h e  living botly, flotrl ec l~~ably  t i ~ r o u g l ~ n u t  society a t  large, 
and infr~se universal l ~ e a l t l ~  and ~ . i g o ~ r r .  TIre money vrwulcl 
a l~vays  be a t  baud to pay for tl!c Ic~1~our--the labour woultl 
Ire ever ready t o  excr t  i ts  1inn.cr f o ~  this  universal rc l~re -  
sentative-and t l ~ u s ,  n l ~ i l c  tile nroney \rfor~ld insure tire 
labour, t h e  labour itself ~rorild insurc the  creation of t h e  
cot~imoditics wl~ ich  n,oultl be rcq~riretl  for tlro 1nn11c-y. 
'l'lrere col~ltl be no confi~sion-noglr~ts-no want of empl~ry- 
mcnt-no poverty ; I ~ u t  p r o t l ~ ~ c t i o ~ ~ ,  antl accumrllation, avd 
distribution, ant1 consumption, w.ould be ~ ~ a t u r a l f y  a d j ~ ~ s t e t l  
t o  each o t l~cr ,  anti ~ r o u l d  I~ar~noniously work ou t  the i r  
common results. 

As an esanlple of t h e  worliir~g of t l ~ c  system, l e t  i t  bc 
st~pposetl tlrat there arc  five comp;tnics-composetl of about 
t h e  same n ~ ~ n ~ b e r  of incn, ant1 rnaliing use of t h e  same 
:mount  of capital-No. 1 heiog engaged in t h e  prodt~c., 
tion of food, No. 2 protlr~cing n~oollen clot l~,  No. 3 bcing 
e~nployecl in t h e  manilfircturc of cotton, No. 4 act ing as  n 

home clistribntor, and Nn. 5 as n foreign distribu- 
to r  and  ilnporter of foreign prod~lce. NO. 1 \rould pay a 

wccltly or pearly su~r i  for rent ,  \rages, ant1 other  
pllrl,oscs ; :~acl t l ~ e  total value of i t s  ~irotluctioas ~ r o u l d  be 
ecltli\valc:it to  t h c  gross anror~nt  of money or  I ; t b o ~ ~ r  11.1ricl1 
Il:rtl beell cxi)eiidetl 111)on t h c ~ n .  T h c  value of the  cnmmo- 
(lities pl.oducctl by No. 2 ant1 No. 3 would he dctcrmined 
irl t11c same manner ; and t h e  tliutributors, hTo. 4 and XO. 
5, n.oult1 p11rc11:tsc t l ~ e i r  commodities from t l ~ c  otlicr con]- 
I)anies and froin o t l ~ e r  conntries, convey them to the gene- 
ral and  locill :nruliets, and pl;~ce upon tlicnl a per-centage 
c q ~ i i v : ~ l r ~ ~ t  to tlic c s t ~ . ; ~  Ial~orlr e.lriclr 11:ld becn c~nployetl 
t l j~on t l ~ c i r  tr;lnsport and thcir  tliutril)ntion as n \vho!e. 
U1)oll tlic S:\IIIC p r i~~c : ipk ,  ;~rltl by t l ~ c  s;unc Incnns, n.ould 
I m o ~ i ~ ~ " i o r ~  i111d (list ributiou be r ~ ~ r ~ l ; ~ t r t l  t l ~ r o r ~ ~ ~ l r o u t  so- 
cicty ;lt I;u.gc-l,ui~~g :~l tc~r~i ; t t r ly  incrc:tsctl, or tlccrc;~scd, 
o r  t:lr~~c.d illto 11c\r c l i ;~~r~ic l s ,  :IS t l ~ c  csigcncics of socicty 
I r e .  W l ~ ; ~ t c v c r  ~ n i g l ~ t  be tlrc cl1i1r:icter of t h e  
I:ibt~ur of t l ~ c s c  conllr;inics, ilr~(l I V I I C ~ C V C ~  t l ~ r y  111ig11t IIC 
s i t ~ ~ i ~ t c t l ,  cverjr irit1ivitl11:~l incn~bcr  I Y O I I ~ ~ ~  receirc the  t rue  
v ; l l ~ ~ e  of 11is i a b o ~ ~ r  in \r:lges, mrtl with these Ivagcs he  
11.oult1 p ~ ~ r . c l ~ ; ~ s e  con~modities of errcry liind :it their  t r u e  
val~rc-;ill atlvilrlt;~gcs bein? e q ~ ~ : ~ l l y  cnjoyed, and neither 
indivitluals nor cornpanics dcriving gnin from t h e  loss of 
otllcrs. 

A s  t h c  ~~n!.mcnt of e w r y  mcmber of t l ~ c s c  companies 
nil1 del~end 111)on t h e  condition t h a t  Irc s l ~ a l l  labour, i b  is  
certain t h a t  \roll< will bc licrformcd-if la1)our be em- 
11loyctl upon ~ni~tcr i ; l l ,  i t  \rill sl~e\rr i ts  rcsults in the  shape 
of comniotlitics-and thus, for every I~our 's  labour tha t  is  
paic\ for by ; n ~ y  c n n i n r ~ r ~ ~ i t y ,  tlrere \rill be an equivalent of 
solnc 1ii11tl for the  r e ~ n c ~ t ~ e r ; ~ t i o n  givcn, and this  crltiivalcnt 
.cvill c sc l~angc  for ; ~ ~ r o t l ~ e r  ccluivrtlent from s o ~ n c  other  
t .  i\ systcm liltc this  contains n self-regulating priu- 
ciplc suclr as  can n e w r  hart csis tcr~cc untler present 
arrangcnlcnts ; and, while proi\[rction ant1 tiistribution arid 
cnnsu~nl)tion are  linlicd tngcther, the  first and t h e  I;ist a re  
placeti in contact, and a circlc is thus  formed nrlrich enclo- 
ses socicty at  largc, ant1 111;1ccs the welfare of crcry indi- 
v i t l ~ ~ a l  a t  tlie c!isl)os;ll of I~i~nsclf .  

I n  cvery soci;ti system, t h e  tirst antl most i ~ n p n r t a l ~ t  
arriingc~nents t o  bc co~~sit!crcd arc  tliose \\.lricl~ relate to 
t h e  ~ ~ r o d u c t i o n  ; ~ n d  d i s t r i k \ ~ ~ t i o ~ ~  of food. Tlre dcfectivc 



character of these arrangements in t h e  Uni ted  Kingdoni 
has long been notorious, and various remedies llave been 
suggcstetl; bu t  there can be no t r u e  remedy in connection 
with t h e  present system. Exis t ing  arrangements admit  
of individual possession of t h e  soil ; and such possession, 
by enabling a particular class to  determine upon \vhat 
terms and to what  ex ten t  footl shall be produceti, place 
t h e  bull{ of society a t  t h e  mercy of this  class, and expose 
them to every species of fraud which avarice can invent. 
T l ~ e  exclr~sive possession of t h e  soil by particular intiivi- 
duals is a social arrangement which has been 1)rOved to be 
pro(1uctire of evil untler all circumstances ; arltl, in colln- 
tries u, l~crc t h e  land is very limited i n  ex ten t  and unequal 
in fertility, intlividual possession gives rise to  i r ~ s t i t u t i o ~ i s  
anit practices of the  grr~sscst vileness ant1 injustice. U11der 
such circumstances, the  proprietor of t h e  land demallds 
from t h e  cultivator of it, in the  shape of rent, a I:trge 
share of t h e  prodncc-he enables the  cultivator to  give 
l ~ i n l  such share, by e r ~ a c t i r ~ g  legislative measures lvl~ich 
esclutle t h e  corn of countries krllere t h e  land is  abundant  
in quant i ty  and irreshaust~ble in fertility-such exclr~sion 
Iceep~ u p  t h e  price of Ilomc-grown produce to t h e  level of 
the  rent  paid t o  t h e  proprietor-these exclusive laws a rc  
made by t h e  proprietws in their character of rulers-they 
acquire this  authori ty  by means of their  \vealth-they 
obtain this wealth as rent, because they claim an exclueive 
title to  the  soil. T h u s  does individual possession of t h c  
soil spontaneously generate, one by one, evils which amict  
society a t  large ; for, hp this  arrangement, t h e  production 
of food is restricted to  an ex ten t  which dooms tllousands to  
suffer hunger-govern~nental despotism is generated-the 
labour of a large section of t h e  community is thrown upon 
t h e  shoulders of another section-ant1 t h e  landed proprie- 
tors of Bri ta in a re  cnablect to suck from t h e  proihlctive 
class, in the  shape of rent, t h e  greater  par t  of the  annual 
sum of £1 00,000,000. 

T o  remedy this  s ta te  of things, a repeal of the  corn lams 
is sougllt for; and i t  is  averred that,  if foreign corn be al- 
lowed free entrance into the  country, Ilome-grown corn mus t  
sink in price to t h e  level of tlre foreigh corn-that, a s  the  
home-corn is reduced in price, t h e  rents of farms must be 
retlucetl-ant1 that,  as those rents  a re  brought  down, t h e  
vast social burthen imposed upon the  ivorliing class by t h e  

will be reduced ; and t h e  greater par t  of the' 
one hundred nlillions sterling, now annually lost by them, 
ivill h left in  the  pockets of t h e  prodncers. 

Tllis is a remedy of t h e  same ineficient and fallacious 
cllaracter as  those mhicli have heen previously examined. 
It has been again and agrnin provetl, t h a t  i t  is t h e  social 
p s i t i o n  of tlie working class which (looms then1 to per- 
form a grea t  quant i ty  of labour for a very litt le reward- 
t h a t  this  renf:+rtl is  not m e a s ~ ~ r e t l  by t h e  deserts of tlrose 
~r.lio earn it, b ~ l t  1)y t h e  number of idlers who are t o  be 
~nai:ltainctl ant of it-and tl~erefore, t h a t  any  legislative 
cn;uctlncnt or soci;ll rcg11l:ltion wl~icll Iraves trntotrcl~cd this  
positior~ rtntl the  number of idlers t o  bc s~i~)l)or ted,  n111st 
fro111 its rl;tt~lre be ~rsclcss. TI1:tt cllc;lp footl, in conuectiou 
~vi t l l  t l ~ c  present system, ~ v o r ~ l ( l  protluce none of t h e  bene- 
ficial effects nnticip:lted, is evident from tllc condition of 
the  \\.orlii~lg clnsses of ]I+:rlropc and of the  Unitctl St:ltes ; 
for they ;ire colnpcllctl by the  present ; ~ r r ; i ~ ~ g e ~ n c n t s  of 
society, in  tleliancc of cheap footl, t o  n1:tintain a t rading 
ant1 commerci:~l aristocracy in full vigour-competition 
~wo(luces tunong then1 i t s  common results-they lrantler 
about llncmployed in thousands, tlependent upon tlie mercy 
ant1 the  caprice of employers-and t h e  greater  par t  of t h e  
nrenltll w l ~ i c l ~  they produce is transferred to  other classes 
by means of uuequLil esclr;~ngcz. S o  long ns the  present 
social system esists,  i t  \rill ever be, with t h e  working man, 
no more tllan a c!~oicc l~etnreen tmo means of losing. W h a t  
is I t n ~ ~ l i c t l  from the  hands of t h e  aristocracy of t h e  land 
will I J ~  irlstnntly snappet1 up by tlie aristocracy of t h e  
ship, or t h e  mill, or the  shop. 

T h e  l ~ ~ r l d  of the  United I<ingilom is of various degrees 
of fertility : some descriptions yieltl n rich return, and 
others a re  not \rrortll c~t l t i ra t ing.  Under  sticll circnm- 
sttlnces, i t  would be the  extreme of stupidity to  waste 
labour in producing corn on t h e  unl)rocl~~ctive lanti, when 
t h e  corn can be procurcci abroad a t  one-half the  price. 
M e n  ~vorli  not for the labour's salte, b u t  the  \realtlt1s sake ; 
nntl all labour must  ever be directed so ad t o  procure in- 
creased 11 enlth or increased leisure. W e  must  nrver  work 
two lrours to nccomplisl~ an object, after a method has been 
discorcrctl of c fec t ing  t h e  siune t l ~ i n g  in one Itour. 

T h e  tlivcrsity of sods :iud prodr!cts rnliicl~ appertain t o  
various countries, enablcs men to relieve t h e  wants of each 
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other, and thereby tends t o  draw thcm closely togetller in 
t h a t  bond of fello\rship ~'11ic11 ever exists, morc or  less, 
among all bcings of one ltind. Untler the  system of 
society ~ v h i c l ~  has heretofore cxistetl-engendering n:ttional 
as  well as  intlividual hostility-it may have been advanta- 
geous for n:ition~ to be independent of'cach other in  regaril 
t o  food. H a d  thcy not been thus, a \~ l io le  people niight 
]lave been starved 5.1 t h c  caprice of some neiglibouring 
tyrant.  This  necessity, however, will cease elltirely n~hel i  
 atio ions know ; L I I ~  act  upon t h e  principles of community 
and equality. 

Xlt l luugl~ all cour~tr ies  are  not cqually well ada1)tcd for 
the  protlr~ction of food, there :ire fc\v wllicll (lo not f i~rnish 
a rllaterial or comnlodity of some ltintl for ~'1licI1 food C:LII 

I,c ol~taincd i r ~  c?tcll;~rlge. A n;~tiolr, \vl~en consitlcri~tg n I l i l t  

i t  is in want of, s11011ltl lilica~ise tliscover wli;it i t  11:ts to 
spare, ant1 wh:~t is wanted 1)y t h e  people of otller countries. 
Food, apparel, metals, mir~crnls, 2nd timber, arc  illdis[,en- 
sable co~nmotlitics; arid :l nation having :t sr11)erllrlity of 
arty one of these tlliligs may bc c e r t a i ~ ~  of obtaining, in 
exchange for it, any otlier article of u l l icl~ i t  may be in 
want. T h e r e  is not a people to  be fount1 \vho are  not more 
or less dependent upon t l ~ e  inhabitants of other  countries 
for certain commo(litics. 

T l ~ c  United ICirlgdon~, from i ts  gcograp11ic:rl 1)osition : L I I ~  

i t s  lilnited extent, is tl111s naturally dcpelldent upon foreign 
1:ountries for all i ts  luxuries a l~ t l  the  greater  par t  of i t s  
~~ecessar ics  ; and, as a con~pcnsation and an equivalent, 1 i t  
contains ines11;~ustible stores of metals and mi~lerals. Sci- 
euce and art,  therefore, instead of being directed t o  dcvise 
means by which ir:dispensable commodities may he Iabori- 
ously alltl ineilicicntly produced ill Britain, should be 
applied to  tliscover n~ethot ls  for the cheap and sl)cedy pro- 
duction of equivalents for t h e  things desircd. Colxrnodi- 
tics should never be obtained by creation if they can I)c 
more easily acquirctl t l~rougfi  t h e  n i e d i ~ ~ m  of excllange. 

Untlcr the  social system of conlrnutiity of possessions 
t h e  pri~tciple of free t rade coultl be carried out  to  i ts  fullest 
extent ,  2nd i ts  vast benetits be universally enjoyed. C ~ l d e r  
t h e  present systeln, ho\ver.er, t h e  interests of i~liiivid~l;ils 
H I I ~  nations arc  so little understood, and a re  brouglit into 
such I ) C P P C ~ ! I ~ L ~  colli~ion and hostility, t h a t  a really frcc 
t rade can exist only i n  name ; ant1 t h e  benef t s  ileriva1,le 

fronl an intercllnngc of national comn~oditics \rill be csclu- 
sively enjoyed. T h e  e s i s t i ~ ~ g  state  of t l ~ i n g s  incoatcstibly 
proves t11;~t such is and ever \rill be t h e  case. 

It 11:~s long ' bec~l  I;rro\\.rl t h a t  tlie pcoplc of t l ~ c  Unitcd 
I<ingtlom, a l t l l o ~ ~ g h  destitute of t h e  raw mxterial of many 
i~~t l i s~)cnsd , le  commodities, possess every reqllisite for t h e  
~ n : ~ n r ~ f n c t u r c  of t h c  raw ~na te r ia l  into t h e  commo(litics 
tlesireci. Attention, tl~crefore, has beer1 directed to  manu- 
t;~ctnrcs ; atid macllinery, :ls t h e  first siep to  mannfacturcs, 
112s been of paranlotult i~n~)or tancc ,  and eEorts have been 
l~larle t o  ;tl~pI!~ i t  to  allnost every 1;ind of l)rotl~lction. AS 
\re 11avc alrcatly secn, t l ~ c r c  is nonr in the  U ~ l i t e i l  I i i l~gdom 
111nc11inery :~de t lu ;~ tc  to  pcrforlil the  la11011r of one l~riutlrcil 
~ n i l l i o l ~ s  of ~ricn. 13utJ urrdrr the  prrscnt sys te~n ,  this  vast 
I)ourcr ncitllcr l i g l ~ t c ~ ~ n  the  lal~orlr nor iocrc;lses the  elljoy- 
l ~ ~ c u t s  of t h e  n o r k i ~ i g  cl;~ss ; for i t  is in tllc ~)osscssion, all(\ 
\vorits for the  e s c l ~ ~ s i r e  adrantage, of other  c1:lsses. T h e  
unrcstrictcd ~ r ~ ; i c h i r l e r ~  rclncdy contcndetl for by a section 
of tllc ecor~onlists, t l~ere t j rc ,  is OF the S:LI~IC illusory c 1 1 ; ~  
ractcr as ill1 t l ~ e i r  other  remeilies. It docs not go to  t h c  
cause, and i t  callnot do away wit11 t h e  cffect. It has bcen 
s11cn.n t l ~ n t  tllc 1)reselit social system, Ly 111lcclua1 excl~anges 
 laces llte coa~atodities crcnted, or the  capital, 011 t h e  one 
aitlc, ant1 11tc porvcr ,uhick crc,nlcs, or the  labour, on t h e  
otller. L:rLour is t h e  only c i l~~ivn lcn t  n~lrich a \vorhing 1n:rll 
11:~s to  Give for co~nmoclitics-cve1.y invention ~vllich lesscr~s 
t h e  d e l t ~ a ~ i d  for 1;iborlr tnlies away a portiou of this  ccluirn- 
lent-every i ~ ~ c r c n s e  of maclli~icry displnces   articular dc- 
scriptions of I;~l)our, ant1 t l~ereforc destroys t h e  equivalent 
of ~ ) : t r t i c ~ ~ l a r  worlirncn, or brings don.11 i t s  value-:111d 
t1111s, untler the  p r c s c ~ ~ t  system, ;mil in connectioll with it 

conrl):irativcly limitetl  mount of nr:rcl~inery, tllollsnntls a re  
co~nl)cl l~ct  to starve in Britain anlitlst ~111t ted  \rrarcllouses, 
\r-l~ile t h e  c;tI)it;~lists are  t rarcrs ing the  nsllole earth for 
customers. 

Tnstead of tlevising ant1 inst i tut ing arr;\ngemcnts \rhich 
\rill ])ring into operatiolr the  unen~ployed labour of t h e  
destitrlte \vorkm:in, and en:tble t h e  various sections of t h e  
commr~rrity to  ~) roducc  ctlr~ivitlcnts and cscllange them wit11 
each otlier, tllc ca~)italists seek for it free t rade t o  foreign 
countries, t l l :~t  they lllay ge t  rill of their  commoc1ities 
:111lolrg r l a t i o ~ ~ s  \vl~o Ii;\rrc nu ecluivalcrlt to  give for thc111. 
A I I  extentled market  nl\\a).s lends t o  t h e  incrcaseil intro- 



duction of lnacliinery and t h e  conseql~ent displacement of 
liuman labour-and t h u s  what  is  called a free t radc tends 
ultimately to  lessen t h e  valr~c of t h e  home ~vorkrnan's equi- 
valent, and to take i t  from him, and to entail upon him 
years of poverty and suffering, although it for a moment 
imparts  a feverish 2nd unhealthy activity t o  t h e  body poli- 
tic. Under  t h e  preseat  social system, as i t  has  been 
shewn, machinery gratlually talies t h e  labour, and there- 
fore t h e  food resu!ting from tltat labour, out of the  hands 
of t h e  producer, and pu ts  into t h e  pockets of t h e  capitalist 
all t h e  ~ r e a l t h  wtlich is  created. Under  these circum- 
stances machinery is  an evil to  t h e  \vorltman ; and  free 
trade, as  i t  tends t o  increase machinery, is  Iiliemise a n  
evil;  ant1 i t  is not i n  the  nature of things t h a t  t h e  unli- 
mited extension of two grea t  evils should :iltcr thcir 
character or detract  from their  potency. 

A free t rade and unlimited macl~inery, a l t l~ough  t l ~ u s  
h t a l  to  tlie interest of t h e  producer in connection with t h e  
present system, would, under tlte systcm of community, 
confer upon him incalculal~lc benefits. A s  i t  has  before 
been said, men want  food, clothing, shelter, and leisure for 
mental  improvement and recreation-they want  certain 
conlmodities, and not t h e  fvork xrl~ich produces them. 
Under  a systcm of community of possessions, then, wltere 
t h e  productive forces of society would be common property, 
and ~ v h c r e  all advantages of this  Iiintl mould be universally 
and equally enjoyed, a free tratlc and ilnrcstricted machi- 
nery could be productive only of good. T h e  machinery 
would IIO longer be an antagonist of t h e  producer-it 
would no longer work against him, and assist a capitalist 
to  press him into the  earth-but i t  would be a t~r~ ivcrsa l  
friend and assistant ; and n free trade, while i t  carried 
away all  the  con~modities which he was ~ lnab le  t o  consume, 
would bring him, in  exchange, t h e  varied treasures of every 
corner of t h e  earth. 

Thus, trvo of t h e  most important auxiliaries to  morlclly 
prosperity which man can make use of-unlimitetl machi- 
nery antl an unrestricted trade-mnst ever, under  t h e  
present system, not only lose the  greater  par t  of thcir  
atfvantagcs, bu t  be a t  t h e  same t ime j)roductive of an im- 
mense a ~ n o u n t  of positive physical suffering arid social evil. 
T h e y  a re  carlses of wrong, and, as  such, cannot be con- 
verted into remedies. T\'itl~ comniunity of possessions, 

however, they ch;~nge a t  once their  present character and 
tendencies: they clrl be linomn only as great  benefits, and  
a s  remedies for n host of evils. Uncler t h e  present sys- 
tem, and as  rcmcdies for existing cvils, both free t rade nnd 
unlimited machinery a re  ~vorthless. Tltey do not i n  t h e  
least chnnge t h e  social position of the  work i~ lg  class-they 
(lo not afford this  clsss either increased wealth or increased 
leisure-they do not make this  class independent of t h e  
control and the  exactions of other classes-and therefore 
free t rade and  nlachinery a r e  not t h e  proper remedies for 
t h e  wrongs existing in  conilection with tiependence, and  
poverty, and inordinate toil. Such is t h e  vast difference 
between tlie partial and the general possession of n ~ i g h t p  
benetits ! 

I r~ t imate lp  connected \vith t h e  free t rade and unre- 
stricted ~unchinery remedies, 311d : i d ~ ~ c a t e d  by sanlc 
class, is t h c  rcrnrdy of emigration. It 112s long bee11 seen 
t h a t  there mas nlorc labour in the  United ICingdom than 
coultf bc ~ ~ n p I o y e d  by t h e  capitalists a t  any price-it llns 
for years bren fclt  by t h c  \rorli~nen engngecl in manufac- 
tures, t11;tt mncl~ i r~cry  \ s ; ~ s  slo\vly b u t  surely taking from 
them every th ing  tltat can mxlte life desirable, and throrr- 
ing  them upon the  world d m o s t  destitute of t h e  polver of 
de te rmin i~ lg  whether the!. ~r lo~l l i i  l i r e  or die. A S  machi- 
nery has s1~1)ersedcd t11c labour of t h c  \vorltmen engngcd 
in 11articular trailes, their  wages have come down s h r l l ~ n g  
by shilling ant1 penny Lp penny, unt i l  a t  length the  most 
incessant labour is  scarcely adequate t o  procure t h e  coar- 
sest food. L a r g e  masses of nlen Iliire been placed in th i s  
position ; and a greitt antl grat1ri:tlly increasir~g portion, 
unable to  obtain eml)loymeut on any terms, have been corn- 
pellcd to  fill1 back upon t h e  slcniler provisior~ \rhich poor 
laws yet  allow for t h e  relief of the destitute. Tlte re~ue i ly  
which the  cal)ikllist has  devised for this s ta te  of things, 
tloes not go to  t h e  finiling of n~odera tc  labour and ani1)le 
r e n ~ ~ ~ r t e r a t i o ~ l  for the  I\-orl;ma!~--does not go t o  t h e  equita- 
1)le division of the  wealth which t h e  niachinery anti t h e  
l a l~our  call into existence-does not go  i n  any  way t o  alter 
t h e  causes n h i c l ~  have intlilreii t h e  preseut s ta te  of things 
-but i t  ~voultl expatriate t h e  Ilirlf-famishetl workman t o  
some foreign clime, where I ~ i s  ~ n n r n ~ u r i n g s  will be u~thean l ,  
his  threats  unfe;ireil, anii his  ~ r a ~ l t s  unrelieve(1 by t h e  
~ r r e t c l ~ e d  p i t t n ~ c e  cstor tcd fro111 capital by means of poor- 
rates. 



I n  most of tlie countries t o  ~ r h i c l ~  emigrants i r e  tllus 
(lespatclled, t h e  land is of a barren descriptiott and t h e  
climate insalubrious. B u t ,  {rere the  soil t l ~ c  best tha t  tho 
s u u  sl~ities upon, and the  a i r  tlie porest  t h a t  can be 
breatlied-were s l tc l~ a place all t h a t  t h e  ire.ut of man can 
"is11 for-it could, under the  present social system, be pro- 
ductive of no inore bapl)iness or nlorality tllan is obr r ra .  
Sle here. There  would be ineql~al i ty  of l,ossessic.;s, ine. 
c ~ ~ a l i t y  of labo~lr,  and inequality of enrl~;lngcs-there 
w o ~ l d  be superiors and  inferiors-there \voulcl be cliscord, 
and eovy, and h:ltrc(I-there lvottld be tyrants  slid rlaves. 
T h a t  such rv~ul ( l  be t h e  case; is proved by the  records of 
every colony s l l i e l ~  Brit;iin o r  any  o t l ~ e r  nittiou 11as ye t  
estaI;l),lisbccl ; awl t h e  reitsoas lr11y i t  \\lo~lltl be so, :l~icl be so 
ncccssarily, have already been 5110iv11. 

One  of t h e  chief recommcntlirtiol~s lreltl out  t o  intlucc 
t h e  working classes to  etriigr:lte, \rill be buticl to coatiiis, 

if vieuretl for one momc~tt,  a col~tratliction it1 itself. T l ~ c  
producers a re  told t h a t  matly persons, r h o  etnigritte as 
poor lrorlring men, soon become very rich, acquire lands 

antl houses, and  emp2qy m a n ,  laboz~rers. I l e r e  is a t  once 
a picture of the  present systenl-an a e l i n o \ ~ l e d g ~ ~ l e u t  t h a t  

t h e  producers a r e  in all places a doomed class. I n  :L co- 
lony, a s  s e l l  as in  a t l ~ i c h l ~ r - p o p u I a t e  country, one miln 
curl become rich only on condition t h a t  inany shall remain 
poor-one man is att entployer, and obtains labourers by 
hire, only because t h e  litbourers arc  too destitute t o  set 
themselves to  work-and such ineclnality of contlitior~ in  
colonies, and sue11 a division of society ittto cmploycrs and 
employed, sbekvs a t  once, if ;dl otber proof were w;attitig 
t h a t  t h e  rcrncciy of onig~.iltion is fi)r the nrorliisg m:ls 110 

rcnietly whatever. 
~ r n ; ~ n g  their  other spec~ll;ltions, the  1)olitical economists 

profess to 11:tve discoverecl t11:tt pop111;itio11 has ti t c t ~ t l e t l c ~  
t o  increase faster than t h e  means of snbsistence-~rll~icll 
means, in other words, tlrat tnore cltiltlren are  born into 
t h e  worltl than can be properly providcd for-and i t  is from 
this  inferred, tl~;tt, ever1 if the  s y s t e s  of conin~unity were 
securely establislte(lJ and every perso11 lef t  a t  liberty t o  
marry, i t  moc~ltl it, a sl101.t titnc be impossible to provide 
:I sut~iciency of suhsistet~cc for all ; antl therefore ;in i ~ n -  
illensc anloutrt of poverty \voultl be gencraterl, and men 
~ o u l ( 1  prey llpon each other  as  t l ~ e y  rlo a t  ~~rcser l t .  

Wllrterer may h a r e  been the  reasons ~ { ~ h i c l l  led men to 
tll is ,l,illion, awl  I ~ n \ \ ~ e r e r  1nm;11 or lit t le the  doctrine may 
,l,l,ly t o  tile present systenl, is  ~ i o \ r  a niattcr of no moment. 
rr]le collsitlcr;itiou~ wl~iclr 11ii\~c beell ctltered illto respect- 
il lg tile lliitllt-c ; , o ~  nrilrin of \~~e:iltll, s l l e \ ~  t h a t ,  under  tile 4 
srstcn, of c o n i ~ i , ~ i ~ l i t ~ ,  it will be in the  poiver of society to  
ll&-xlrc Sll\,siste~lce idequate  to mcet the  J Y ~ ~ S  of d l  
PunIan bCilig$ t h a t  may be \)om for t l l n ~ s i l l l d ~  of rears. 
prolluetilln is  no\\, fettered \ i ~  i~inumcrable cl~ains-it is nut 
depeI lc lcn~  0s a t  large, but  awaits t h e  iriddiag of 
Imrtielll;w cl;~scs-ittld, iarte:ld of bre:iliing t l ~ r  boll(ls 
lrllic:ll ccjllfine it, ar1(1 gathering together :\MI rlnitillg i t s  

(liri.lell ancl lloitile f(,rccs, t h e  ecoliomist~ W01lld 
,tr;ct I ~ o I l ~ l ; ~ t i o ~ ~  t o  t h e  ca1);tbilities of restricted PHI- 

tlnction. 
TlliS rellrclIy is  of tllc s : l ~ r e  c l ~ i ~ r i i ~ t e ~  as  those \Vllicll 

llavc beell alwatiy exniiincd ; an(\ it is ano t l~cr  bliud 
.ttcnll)t to  rclierc :I conse(larllcc a i t l ~ o ~ ~ t  in te rbr ing  wit11 
its cnlse. ~ 1 1 ~  lM)l)~llati(>t~ \v:u~t sdaistr,lce-tl~e n ~ b s i s t -  
cnee rcllllires l;J,ullr and t l ~ e  ran. material : t h e  p ~ ~ l n ~ : l t i ~ t l  

tile ]d)oar  \vit,11in tl~ernselres, md t h e  lllaterial 

exists on every Of t11cn1 : I)llt t h e  raw i r a t e r i d  is lef t  

~ l ~ t o ~ ~ l l a l ,  labour is  en i~sed ,  prodllction tllerefore Im- 
guisllcs, a,l(i t h e  people starve ! T h e  very character of 
tllc evil s l t g g s t s  ;kt once t h e  proper retncrly ; alld t h a t  is, 
t o  place tile l a l r a r  2nd t h e  material in  co l i t a~ t ,  t h e  
I ~ e s s ~ l r c  of l)opulation upon s ~ ~ b s i r t e ~ ~ c e  will be as  a story 
of tirncs. I t  is not now the  earth \vl~ich is fanlty, nor 
is t h e  ]:lbour faulty, b u t  t h e  social systc?nl is finllty \vllicll 
misappropriates the earth and mis-directs t h e  laboor. Tl te  
Isprong lies i l l  t h e  systcn, ; and ;I restriction Of l)oplll;lti~ll, 
:is i t  \\rill ncitller set  prot\uction free, nor gilre to  t h e  pro- 
ducer tllc f rui ts  of his exertions, will lcavc the  \rorkman 
just  \rllcro i t  fin(ls him--\rc:trird \vith liibour, ant1 "press- 
i n g  upon t h e  s ~ ~ b s i s t c ~ ~ c e "  allutte(l to  l ~ i l o  by  Capital. 

~t is lnucll more easy t o  find.f;lult witli a th ing  than to 
nlnen(l it. Ti le  systenl of community, as  we have already 
sect,, I n s  had i ts  p r i ~ ~ c i p l c s  decried a11d i ts  aclvantages dis- 
puted ; but  e l ~ e r e r c i  i t  has  Jleen placed in j ~ x t a - ~ ) o s i t i o n  
,vith tile present systenl, atid Ila(1 applied t o  i t  t h e  tests 
which are l,no\rt~ to  be good, i t s  excellence has been t h e  
more apparent after every trial. Tlie joint-stock modifi- 
cation conimunity of possessions, diss in~i lar  t110ugll it be 
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to  t h e  existing system, is nevertheless of such a character, 
t h a t  a11 i t s  arrangements and modes of action nlay be 
tested by t h e  common experience of every man. B u t ,  a]- 
though i t  has  been t h u s  weighed and tried in almost every 
conceivable manner t h a t  can be of importance, there is  no 
doubt  t h a t  ignorance and interest will conjure u p  irnttgi- 
n a r y  difliculties which it is  not possible for reason to cope 
with o r  experience to  overthrow. 

T o  enumerate all t h e  evils and wrongs connectec: wit11 
t h e  present social system would require a recapitulation of 
all  history ; to  bring into view and compare every remedy 
which has a t  times been devised for these evils and wrongs, 
would tlernaud a repetition of all t h e  laws \sl~icll  govern- 
mental ignorance and priestly intolerance has ever framed ; 
antl to  sum o p  every advantage liliely to  accrue front tltc 
system of community of possessions, would require a 1i110w- 
letlge of t h e  known and t h e  unknown wants  of rnankil~d a t  
large. 

13ut i t  is said t h a t  tlte g rea t  principle of equality of 
r ights  has  been weighed in t h e  balance and found wanting 
-that i t s  manifestations have been rnarlied by fire, and 
blood, and desolation-that i t  levels all t h a t  is  high and 
good, and sinlts lower still all t h a t  was depraved and de- 
testable. T h e  considerations which have been er~teret l  
into respecting t h e  naturc and operation of t h e  principle 
of equality, so far from bringing into view characteristics 
such as  these, prove most convincingly t h a t  such at t r ibutes  
d o  not belong to equality of rights,  and cannot exist in con- 
llection with equality. I f  devastation and slaughter have 
marked t h e  progress of any social movement-and history 
tells u s  t h a t  they  have hi therto atte~ltlcii  every advance of 
man-it is not  t h e  principle of ecjuality of r ights  which is  
accountable for them. T h e  principle, from i ts  very nature, 
can never be productive of such resul ts ;  and wherever 
liberty is outraged, and life or property sacrificed, i t  is t h e  
bl:ick and bloody spir i t  of Despotisnl which is  a t  work, and 
no t  t h e  fair and just  principle of eq~ia l i ty  of r ig l~ t s .  A 
principle can never violate itself; and whenever eil~lality of 
r igh ts  is outraged, and wrong and injustice endured, we 
there  behold t h e  operation of a principle which is  uncon- 
nected with and contrary t o  equality. 

W h e n  viewed in i ts  just  character and proportions- 
when stripped of t h e  bugbear g a r b  in which "existing 

interestsv clothecl i t -~rhat  is  there unseemly in 
equ;llity of rjgllts? TVh;tt is  there, in  a social systeni 
founded upon this principle, t h a t  h o l l ~ ~ t ~ r  ~ ~ o u l d  turn f r o n ~  
or  jllstice c o n d e l ~ l t ~  ? l v e  I I ~ L S C  vie11 ctl i t s  operation in 
regaltl to  tile production and distribution of ne:tltl~, 
a l l t i  tile establishment of political autl~ority-we h a r e  be- 
llelti i t  ;is inflllerlcirlg ant1 governi~lg every transaction 
between Illan all(l man-:tnd t l ~ c  picture presents a Iiarlno- 
niolls :tIl(l l~~cl l - l )~oport ione(~ nrl~olc, colnprised of 1 nst ])ow- 
ers, ilnlnense pro!luction, and unirers;t! e n j ~ y l l l ~ l l t .  

In tile conllnou govcl.nmental revolutions ~r-lricl~ occa- 
sionally take l)l;tce in ~~; t t ions ,  there is nrnch illjustice 
i~lflictctl, ant1 1urlc11 blood ;111(1 ~ v c a l t l ~  sncrificed, by Lot11 tlre 
ol)lwcs5ors ~ 1 1 0  t h e  oppressed. S u c l ~  ~ n o v c ~ n e n t s  r:trely 
rest on p r i ~ ~ c i p l c s  of ; I I I ~  lii1111 ; b ~ ~ t  society, sl)lit 111) into 
f;tctio~ls, a11t1 let1 l)y men 11avi11g v a r i o ~ ~ s  : I I I ~ ~  (lissin~ilar 
c,Lj,jccts in  vie\\., is Inore a t  war \\,it11 itself t11an with t h e  
cnelny \r~l~icll  is intcndeci to  be overthro\vn. These cl~angea 
are never ~ n o r c  t l ~ a n  a succession of t y r a ~ ~ n i e s  ; they a rc  
generally commeucccl antl carric(1 oli for t h e  attninment of 
exclusive benefits for particular clnsses ; they often 
leave tile producers of n-ealth ill a \rorsc condition than  
they were 1)pfore the  c l ~ i u ~ g c  tool; plnce. B u t  the  present 
~novcmcnt  is not of this ev;tnescent ant1 csclusirc c l~arac te r  
-it 11;~s 110 leatlcrs, and no class a11t1 c:tstc interests to  sub- 
serve-it is not to  be estnblishetl by a particr11:lr par ty to- 
day, and su1,verted by another p : ~ r t y  to-~norrotr. I:csti11~ 
on 1,ronil 11nving.a clear ztnd ~rrell-defined object 
ill view, and c~nbmcing  soc~e ty  a t  large, it is of a c l~arac te r  
d t o g e t l ~ c r  d i s t i ~ ~ c t  from tile petty moven1cnts 11 hicll have 
~wcccc'lctl i t  ; nntl, ~ r o r l i i t ~ g  ou t  i ts  resr~l ts  by means (lifer- 
en t  to  ally hi ther to n ~ ; ~ d e  use of, t l ~ c  evils n.l~ich 11;ire 
cxistctl in c o n ~ l ~ c t i o n  wit11 previous cll;~rlges hare  no rleces- 
sary connection wit11 the present. 

T h e  social system of c o m n ~ ~ ~ n i t y  of possessions is of such 
a cllaracter, t h a t  i t  contains within itself not only all the  
requisites desired by the  economists, bu t  also all t h e  poli- 
tical equality co~~teni iet l  for by the  politicians ; and i t  has  
been proved, fro111 inco1~troverti1)le facts, that,  untler t h e  
present systcrn, none of t l ~ c s e  t l ~ i n g s  can be productive of 
atlvantnge to tlre great  bulk of society. It has been she\vn 
tlr:tt existing arrangements tencl to  create n diversity of in- 
terests, and an ir~equaiity of conditiou, and a c o n s c q u e ~ ~ t  



system of legislation for the  exclusive benefit of particular 
classes ; and undcr such arrangements i t  is not possihie t o  
devise efficient re~ncdies, nor can jus t  laws and rcgu1:ltions 
be kept  sacred. B u t ,  untler t11e system of community xrltl 
eclilality, tlie insulting ty ran t  and tlte trembling slave- 
tlre overgorged caI)italist, and t h e  fan~isl l ing prodr~ccr- 
every social ill ant1 governmental grievance now e~iduret l  
-will be s\vept away, and tlte place which has ltnown tho11 
will k110w the111 no longer. Tlre present system !rill tlteti 
be a memcnto of t h e  past-a beacon to point out  t h e  roclis 
whereon nrilliotis of Iiunlan )>arks have becn split  anri 
str;rnded-a lo;ithsome shore, coveretl wit11 brolten Itcarts, 
and laved by an ocean of human tears ! 

CHAPTER 

THE ENCOURAGEnIENTS AND DISCOIJRAGE2lENTS 
OF THE POIlITICAL ECONOI\lTSTS I N  REGARD 

T O  A SOCIAL CHANGE. 

As nn ins t r i~mcnt  for cffectirtg tlre subversion of the  pre- ' 
sent system, n11il as a prcpnratory step t o  t h e  cstablisliiiient 
of coinmunity of possessions anti equality of r ights  in i t s  
most perfect form, tliere is scarcely t o  be found one ~vhicl i  
contili~is so many facilities as  tllc joint-stock movement, 
an(1 tliere is not one against mliich so few o1)jections can be 
urged. A movcn>eut of this  character combines all tha t  is  
g00(1 i n  t h e  present system with much t h a t  is  essential t o  
a better system ; and, being founded on ~vell-tried princi- 
ples, and moving onwards by \r~ell-I;non~ri laodes and every- 
(Jay occurrences, i t  can sustain no injury from the common 
mar-cry of stupidity nnil craft, t h a t  i t  is "visionary" and  

in11)racticable." Tllis s tep simply supposes t h a t  t h e  land 
audreal  capital of t h e  collntry are possesseii by, and usccl for, 
society a t  large-that this  capital is obtained from i t s  pre- 
sent possessors by valuation i ~ n d  purcllase-that this pur- 
chase is  made by the  g r e a t  productive section of t h e  cQm- 
munitp-that this  section is ciivided into an indefinite 
number of sn~a l le r  sections, after the  manner of joint-stock 
companies-that these companies create a circulating me- 
dium t o  t h e  nrilouut of tlie real capital held by them-that 
this  medium is niade use of by t h e  various companies 
nccording t o  t h e  number of tlieir members and the  parti- 
cular brnncli of tmde  in wtricli they a re  engaged-tliat all 
tliese compniiies, and society a t  large, buy and sell by 
means of this  rneiliuln-tliat one uniform scale, in regiird 
both t o  tinle of labour and alnotint of wages, exists Rnlong 



all these companies, and estenlls to  every individual be- 
Iollging t o  them-that all articles of produce a re  valued 
;tccortling t o  t h e  labour besto\red upon them-tliat :+ com- 
I ~ O I I  natior~al fund is establisl~etl. for the  construction of 
1)1111lic \170rlis, t h e  carrying on of government, t h e  providing 
of education for all, and the  mnintcn:~nce of t h e  bereaved 
you~lg ,  t h e  llelpless, ;u~tl t h e  aged ; Sot- t h e  i~lsurance of 
lwol)erty, and  for cffecti~ig every other  object rvlrlch t h e  
\ rants  a1it1 exige~icies of society tniiy require. 

A social change like this  nrould rr ta in every th ing  n~liiclr 
i.; worth preserving i r ~  t h e  present system, ant1 iust;l~itane- 
o r~s ly  sweep anray all those evils rvllich a re  i~ltlissoluJ)l!- 
contrectetl \vitli uncqrial cxcllanges, incqllality of posses- 
sinris, antl the  tlivision of society into classes antl c;~stos. 
T l ~ e  siml)lic.ity ant1 efficiency of ;krr:~ngerncrlts srlcl~ as tl~cst: 
stantl prc-cn~incnt wrhcn cotn1);lrctl it11 t h e  g o r ( i i ; ~ ~ ~  COIII- 

plexity of t h e  ex i s t i t~g  system, in  wl1ic11 :dl interests :ire 
c11)~jozctl antl entangletl, in which every 1)rotlrlctive eftiwt is  
c.o~np;~r;itively incffectu;tl in accorr~plisl~ing t h e  entl tlcsired, 
and  in w l ~ i c l ~  there is no power cill):/bl~ of regulating anti 
itdjusting t h e  movements of society as  a, \~~Iiolc, and tlirect- 
i n g  all efforts, in  one l ~ a r ~ r i o ~ i i o u s  flow, t o  it \\.ell-delinet1 
ant1 proper end. Flritli comm~ini ty  of possessions, lion.- 
ever, every circumstance relating t o  the  w clfare of society 
I I I : I ~  be effectually cor~trollett ; :tntl the  joil~t-stoclc mooif!- 
cation, ljy being so constituted as  to  :ulmit of individual 
jwopcrt!~ i n  prodzcctions in connection wit11 a com7non pro- 
jve7.i,y in prorluctive pomers-making e r e r p  individual de- 
1)(~11dent on his own esertions, :uid a t  t h e  same t ime a!low- 
i u g  him au equal participation in every advantsge afforded 
by nature ant1 art-is fitted t o  take society as  i t  is, and t o  
prepare t h e  way for other and bettcbr changes. 

111 proof tlrat this joint-stocli modific;ttion of society is  
ir~colnl)arai~ly superior to  t h e  existing system, ant1 lilrcwise 
:IS an cncour;igelnent to those w l ~ o  ~ v i l l  uot f ~ e a r  ot' changes 
unless tiley are  su1)ported I)y t h e  authority of g rea t  names, 
t h e  leading 1)olitic;~l eco~iomists shall give their  testimony, 
and express their  convictions as to  wliat they deem necessary 
for t h e  welfare of society. Some of t l ~ e s e  extracts were in- 
tentled a arguments for t h e  mainten:ince of the  present sys- 
t em ; ntllers as  attacks upon t h a t  system of commnnitjr of 
~)osscssions of which this joint-stoclc movcn~cnt  is  merely n 
ltiotlification ; ant1 otlrers, agtio, a rc  aclino\vletlgtne~~ts t h a t  

the  present snci:il systern needs revision and amendment. 
T h a t  these opinions may not lose their t rue  value on account 
of popul;~r l)rejodiccs agninst, or propossessions in favour of, 
tile indi\~iduals e s p ~ c s s i n g  them, all nanlcs a re  
omitted ; for those conversant ~ r i t l r  t h e  vorlis of s n c l ~  \rri- 
ters  \rill a t  once perceive from n.11ol11 tile extracts  are  
t ~ k e n .  A n ~ o n g s t  t l ~ c s e  arguments, and all others adduced 
by tlre snrnc class, these is nothing atlvanced in support of 
t h e  esistirlg system \sl~icli \\.ill not afford ten-fold support 
t o  the  joint-stocli system ; and none of the  ol~jections urged 
agniust t h e  inore advarrcecl systern of conrrnunity of posses- 
sions will apl)ly t o  t h e  inovemcnt noun uiider considcra- 
Lion. 

licsl,ccting, firstly, the  necessity of a social change, i t  is 
confcssctl :- 

< $ N o  tIti111<ing Inan or \vo~n:rn 1r11o rctlccts I I ~ O I I  t h e  
;1mo1111t of tirl~c, t l~or tg l~ t ,  ant1 c ~ ~ c r g y ,  ~ r l ~ i c l l  ~vor~ l t l  be set. 
free 1,y the  prcssltrc of coml)ctition ant1 ~ ~ ~ o n e y - g c t t i n g  
I)ei t~g reiirovctl-titnc, thongl~ t ,  ;lnd energy I IOW s l )c t~ t  ill 
\vcari i~g out  the  botly, ant1 in ~, ; t r t i ;~l ly  stimulating : I I I ( ~  par- 
tially wasting t h e  mind-can be sntisJierl under  the  p r e -  
sent system." 

T o  shew t h a t  the  remedies now contended for by t h e  po- 
liticians have not t h e  power of bettering the  conditionof the  
l)eople-tlrnt t h e  u t n ~ o s t  extent  t o  \ r l~ ich  such measures 
can be c:~rried out, cveil t o  t h e  overthro~v of t h e  monarchy 
l t~id the  inst i t r~t ion of a reprtblic, will be all but  mortl~lcss- 
the  same writer thus  alludes t o  the  situation of  the  peol~lc 
in re1)ublican ancl al)parentlp untliserl America :- 

" A r c  t h e  mechanic and farming classes satisfied? KO ; 
not even t l ~ e y ,  outnrardly blessed as they are bey0110 any class 
t h a t  society has ever contained. They,  too, a r e  aware t h a t  
lifc must  be illcant to  be p;~ssed far ot11ern.ise than in pro- 
viding the  outu.;lrd nleans of living. Tlic!r mus t  be aware 
t h a t  t l~ough ,  by grca t  ;~nsicty,  tiley call obtain s o ~ n e  por- 
ti011 of time for occupations \vlricli are  not money-getting, 
thcre 7ntlot be .romelhi12g vvro~rg in the system TI hiclt cox11- 
pels men to clevote a l l l io~ t  the  whole of their  \raltiug hours 
to  procn1.c tha t  wl~ich,  under n diff;rettl co7nbitiation of 
labour, migllt be obtained ilt a s a v i r ~ ~  of tllrce-fourtlrs of 
the t i ~ r ~ e . "  

"Tire many \ r l ~ o  imitate as  f i ~ r  as tllcy can t h e  modes of 
t h e  old worltl, ;111cl c!~erisl~ to  tlbe utmost i ts  feudal prepus- 



sessions, ~ v i l l  only for a time be able t o  resist t h e  convic- 
tions n.hic2l t h e  ~vorl i ing of republican i n s t i t u t i o ~ ~ s  trill 
force upon them, t h a t  tllerc is 710 rvr~~y of securing perfect 
s o c i d  llbert,y on democratic principles but by COM&IuNIrrY 
OF PIIOPERTY." 

" TVlicn the  people become tired of their  universal ser- 
vitude t o  n.orldly anxiety-when they  have fully medi- 
ta ted and discussed t h e  fact, t h a t  ninety-nine hundredths 
of social offences nrise directly ou t  of property-tl~at t l ~ e  
largest proportion of human faults bear n rclation t o  selfisll 
1)osscssion-that t h e  most forn~itlal~lc classes of discnscs arc  
causctl by over or under  toil, and by ansicty of mintl-they 
\trill be re:uly for t h e  inquiry, ~vl icthcr  this  trcmcntlous incu- 
!)us 11c intlcctl irrcmoval)lc; a n d  whrthr,r a n y  drflc7ll~ics nt- 
tending i&s removal can be c o ~ n l ~ n r a b l r  to !lie evils i t  inj/llicts." 

This  is thc  evidence of an economist, drawn from a con- 
sicierntion of the  contlition of a 1)enple untler n deniocratic 
form o l  government ; ant1 wlrilc i t  plainly s l rc~r~s t11;tt t h e  
Ivroog is within the  system, i t  afYords every encouragement 
t o  replace this  system by a better. Keeping in view t h e  
~)r inciples  and modes of action connrcted \vith t h e  joint- 
stock system a1re:idy considered, we have only, in  review- 
i n g  t h e  c l~ ie f  points contendetl for by t h e  economists, t o  
compare t h e  two systems together. T h e  superiority of 
tlre system of community of possessions, and the  meakncss 
of t h e  csis t ing system, mill be apparent in every instance 
It will l ~ e  seen, lil;ewise, t h a t  t h e  principles on which the'  
joint-stocli movement is  founded, a re  those n~liich t h e  
economists allow t o  be t h e  chief props of tlie present sys- 
tem, and t o  be consonant with  justice, and practicable, and 
efticier~t i r ~  the  highest degree. 

LADOIJR. 

" Labour mas t h e  first price, t h e  original purchase- 
money, t h a t  mas paid for all things. It was not by gold or 
l ~ p  silver, but by labour, t h a t  all the  wealth of t h e  world 
was o r i ~ i n a l l ~  nurclrascd." 

" J3v;ry riyal; in  society ongllt t o  belong t o  one class of 
1)roducers or t h e  other, or to  stimulate production by use- 
ful  though unproductive labour." 

" Til l  the liuman race reaches i t s  highest point of nttain- 
ment, tllere mus t  be always something more to  do; an0  the 
more porver is set a t  liberty to do it, the better. Ti l l  all 
t h e  a r t s  and scicl~ces are  esl~austed,  till nature has fur- 

nished the  last of her  resources, and man found the  l imit  
of his means of making use of thcm, the greatest 
sz~pp{y of humaa  labour is 7vnnted." 

( 'While  t h e  race a t  large lias still so lnrtny wants and 
wishes ungratified, it ought  t o  be an easy th ing  for ally 
quantity of labour 1v11ich is turnecl away from one kind of 
work, t o  find employment in  another. T h a t  i t  is not easy, 
is tile fc~z~lt  of the constitzrtion of society, and Ire shoultl be 
far  from remedying t h e  evil by repressing t h e  ~ ~ r i n c i p l e  
and  restricting t h e  power of labour." 

T h e  joint-stoclc niovcment cont;tins a11 tllesc rcql~isitcs 
and aff'ords all these facilities in n clcgrce i ~ ~ i i l ~ i t c l y  s~lpcriclr 
t o  the  present systcm. 

ciirIrrL\I.. 
" Capital is t h a t  p ; ~ r t  of t l ~ c  ~ve;tltll of t h e  coontry \rltich 

is  cmploycd in ; nticl consists of footl, clotlling, 
tools, ritw materinl, ~nncllincry, kc., ~ ~ c c e s s a r y  to  give rtfcct 
t o  1;lbolrr." 

" Wit11 n population pressing against tlle means of sub- 
sistence, t h e  only remedies :ire, either a reduction of ~ C O -  

ple, or a more rnp id  ncc~~mztlation of cnpital." 
" T h e  wealth of :L country may be increased in trvo 

ways : it inay be increased b?y employing a grea te r  por t io t~  
of revenzre i n  t h e  nlaintenance of productive labour ; or  i t  
may be increased, without e~nploy ing  a n y  additional quan- 
t i t y  of labour, by  malting the same qzinntity nzorc pro- 
ductive." 

" There  is no amount of capi tal  wliich mqy not be em- 
ployed in  n c07(nfry, because deninnd i s  only limited by 
pro(1uction." 

" A  I ICW creation of capital is a l ~ r a y s  a benefit t o  soci- 
ety, by creating a new dcniand." 
" L a r g e  cal~ifals,  quell ~nnnagec!, prodzrce ill n In rger  

1)roporlio7~ II'L(I?L S~?~N!I." 
" \Vllerc consumers abound in proportion t o  capital, i t  is  

obvious t f t a t  the  way t o  bestow most Ilappincss is, not to  
take away one man's share t o  give i t  t o  another, hilt to (lo 
what is possible to~unrrl creatiljg another share, in  such ;t 

way as not t o  cause more \rrant." For, " Protlaction being 
t h e  grea t  end in the  emplo!rmcnt of labour anct capital, 
Ihnt application of both w l ~ i c h  seczircs the largest procfzlc- 
tion is the best." 

Every th ing  t h a t  is here  desi;.c?d can be a t  once accom- 



plished under  t h e  joint-stoclc system. Such a system will 
insure a more r a p i d  ncc~inzulntion of capital-it will em- 
ploy a grea te r  p o r t i o ~ ~  of revenue in productive lahour- 
i t  will, I)y admit t ing an unlimited quant i ty  of rnaclliuerp, 
make flze lalrozrr e?)~ployed ?noye productive-i t nril l \r.orlc 

mealls of lnrge cal~itals-it will crec~te a n  nddifional 
' 

s h a r e  for those who a re  now destitute, without interfering 
with the  share possesset1 by others-anti i t  is, t i~ ronghont ,  
611ch a n  application of capital ant1 labour as  must secure 
t h e  largest amount ofproduction. 

CURRENCY. 
" TO secure the  public against any other  variations i n  

the  v:ilr~e of the  currency tlli~rr tlrosc to which t h e  s tal~t lard 
itself is sul~jcct ,  and, a t  t h e  s:lmc time, t o  carry on the  cir- 
culiltion wit11 a m c d i ~ l ~ n  t/te least expensive, is t o  atelin t h e  
rnost perfect s ta te  t o  u.11ich a currency can be brought." 

" T h a t  commodity is alone invitriablc .rvl~ich a t  a l l  times 
requires IAe same sacr$ce o f  toil a n d  l o t o u r  to p r o c l ~ r e  
it." 

T h e  paper ant1 pottery medium wit11 which business 
wor~ld be transactetl under  tile joint-stocli system, com- 
1)ines both t h e  security ant1 the  unexpensiveness w l ~ i c h  is 
here desired. T h e  foundation of this  currency is labonr- 
1)y whatever denomination called, and however divitled, 
either in  pounds and s l ~ i l l i ~ ~ ~ s ,  or in labour notes, i t  is only 
intentled as  a voucher for o r  a representative of laborlr- 
and t l~erefore i t  is a standard as invarial~le as  any t h a t  can 
be marle use of. I I e  who is  paid a weeIi's wages in this  
currency, procures for i t  precisely wlrat he gave-a given 
number of hours' Iiibonr, or the  ~)rocluce of sucll labour, 
from some other person; and I ~ o ~ r e v e r  numerous may be 
t h e  transactions entered into, or t h e  parties exchanging, 
one uniform and unalterable measure of justice \rill be 
obtained and enjoyed by all. 

EXCIIAhTGES. 

I n  t h e  present social system, society is  ifivided into rich 
and poor, or employers ant1 employed-the last, by their 
1>0sition, being left entirely a t  t h e  mercy of tlte first ; and 
i t  has been s1,etrn t h a t  this  division and classification is 
~nfavourab le  to  the  creation of wealth, because it allows a 
vast mass of labour t o  remain uncrnployetl-that i t  is 
destructive of social h;irmony, becauses i t  places tile inter- 
ests of men in opposition, a r ~ d  nrakcs t h e  gains of oue class 

t o  be an accumnlatioa of t h e  losses of another-and that ,  
from tIlus retarding production, leaving labour uncm- 
llloycd, a n d  bringing n~er i  i i l~d classes into hostile col\ ision, 
tl!is (livision ant1 classification of society is the  in:rne tliate 
cause of all t h e  vice, and  crime, and misery, n-hich is now 
committetl :~ntl endured by civilized man. It has likc\cise 
been Iwoveil t h a t  this  s ta te  of things is primarily inducetl, 
not by ineqr~nli ty  of powers in men and classes, b u t  b y  
uneqt~a l  escllangcs. If, therefore, the  present soci:il evils 
are  to  be remetlietl, t h e  classificatioll of society ant1 t h e  
inequalit!' of contlition from wlliclt they spr ing  mus t  be 
subverted ; ant1 this can be a ~ c o l n ~ l i s l ~ c t l  only by the  estab- 
Iisllnlent of t h e  j u s t  princil)lc of equal eschnnges, which 
.rvill ctt'cctuillly rctnctly ;ill these evils by  rcll~oving tllc 
c;~uses of t l ~ e ~ n .  13ut the  general equ;dity of contlition 
\rllicll wooltl be inclucctl by eclllnl escllangcs, is, t o  t h e  
c;y)italist ant1 tile economist, t h e  last and the  most tlrcadetl 
of all remedies. T l ~ e y  n.ould for ever go on patching anti 
])lastcring t l ~ c  present system, mnliing another  llolc by 
every clumsy ;ittempt to  rcp;iir one alrcntly csis t i r~g.  T h e i r  
own doctrines, Itonrever, if the  economists did bu t  see it, a r e  
s t rong  arguments  i r ~  favour of eqnal exchanges ; and go to 
shew t h a t  e q ~ l a l  csc l~anges  is  t h e  t r u e  ;~ncl t h e  on:y 
rcnletly :- 

'' Tlre quant i ty  of commodities proilt~ced by  c q l ~ a l  qlinlr- 
tilies of' toil a n d  trolible is not nl\r'nys equal ;  b u t  real value 
ilcpends on the clzlnnliiy of l a l o ~ r r  expcndeif, and not on 
tlre mode ill .rvhicl~ i t  is expended, or on t h e  degree of i t s  
prodr~ctivcricss." 

" Labour is t h e  price t h a t  man ~ n l l s t  pay for all things 
not  s p o n t a ~ r w ~ ~ s l y  furnishetl by nature ; anrl i t  is  plainly 
1)y t h e  nzmgnitr~dc ofthe pr ice sopairl, and  not by the mag- 
nitude of the thiugs thelnselves, t11:it their  real value is t o  
be estimatcil." 

" I t  is  not t o  any one colnmntlity, or se t  of commodities, 
b u t  t o  some given quant i /y  oj' Iclbonr, t h a t  we nlust refer 
for an unvaryillg stnlrdard of real value." 

N e r e  is ,a  recognition of t h e  principle t h a t  real value is 
clepenilent upon labour ; and t h e  only iuference t h a t  can 
be  drawn fro111 it  is, t l~ i i t  all Inen \vllo perform an equal 
quant i ty  of labour ougllt to  receive an equal remuneration. 
Suclr is  one of tlrc main principles of t h e  joint-stock 

.movement, as \vcll as  of' t h e  Inore perfect state of society 



t o  which th i s  movement mill lead ; and s n d ~  equaI rcmn- 
neration for equal labour, a s  i t  will prevent one man o r  
class from being supported in idleness ant! l u x ~ ~ r y  a t  t l ~ e  
expense of another, mus t  rnaintsin a general equality of 
condition. B u t ,  evitlent as  is  t l ~ i s  conclusion, it appears 
not to  be perceived, for i t  has  been said :- 

"I SO far agree with t h e  co-operators as  to  believe t h e  
t ime to be discernible when co-operation, in n cerfrrin sense, 
shall prevail-meaning thereby, when all inlerests sha/l 
be harmonisc.d instead of opposed; h u t  t h a t  th i s  includes 
equality of condition, I cannot allow, since varieties of 
c l~arac te r  seem t o  me  to forbid such equality." Tl le  joint- 
stock system is no more than '' co-opcratiotl in a certain 
sense," and, from i ts  nature, i t  mus t  " llarrnonise all inter- 
ests," ant1 be subversive of t h e  existing inequality of con- 
dition. 

S t range  a r c  t h e  inconsistencies into which t h e  economists 
fall, in  t h e  vain a t t empt  to  malce t h e  worse appear t h e  b e t  
t e r  cause. 111 regard t o  t h e  present s ta te  of society in  i t s  
best form-that of e ~ n p l o ~ i n ~  every labourer, b u t  compel- 
l ing  him a t  t h e  salne t ime t o  maintain t h e  capitalist-and 
to shew t h a t  t l ~ i s  s ta te  of things is  more j u s t  than  t h a t  
lvhich insures employment and support for all-this con- 
tradiction is advancctl :- 

" T h i s  liiud of equality [not tile equality wliich mould 
prevent t h e  poor worker from supporting t h e  rich idler, 
h u t  which moult1 merely prevent t h e  rich idler from nomi- 
nally sup l~or t ing  t h e  poor idler] I am doing all 1 can t o  
])rocure, by doing away with the protection to some which 
imposes hurdens on others. 13y t h e  same principle I am 
bound to oppose t h a t  arbi t rary ecjuality ivhich enriches the 
rueak with the. frzrits of !he strong mnn's laboz~r!" N e r ~  
i n  i t  is  absurdly assnrrrecl t h a t  t h e  nearest approximation 
t o  equal exchanges which can be arrived at-that which 
would give equal remuneration for equal labour-contains 
~ r i t l ~ i n  itself more injustice than those arrangements which 
arbitrarily wive quadruple remuneration for no labour 
whatever! F i l e  supposition refutes itself. I t  has  been 
proved t h a t  neither the  present sjrstern of inequality, nor a n y  
motlification of this system, can '< do away with t h e  pro- 
tection to  some which iml)oses brlrtlens on others." S u c h  
imposition of burdens-such " enriching t h e  weak with 
the frui ts  of t h e  s t rong man's labour"-is a x l e c e a ~ r y  con- 

setluence of uneqnal exchanges, and is t h e  very ail11 nnd 
of t h e  existing system. I t  is this  b. v e n t  ant1 b. ~ l a r i n g  

injustice ~ . l l i c l ~  ~ I ~ ; ~ r ; ~ c t e r i s c s  t h e  ~ ) T C S C I I ~  11) contratl~stinc- 
tion to  t]le (lesirntl system. S i ~ n i l i ~ r  co~~tr;ltl ictions anti 
absur(lities are  manifest iii every a t t e~nl ) t  to inaintnin ine- 
qual i ty  of condition :- 

" Man's nature involves incqnality of ponrers ; ant1 this 
decree of Provitlcace can never be set aside, or i t s  opara- 
tion nentralisett, by any decree of lnan tint t h e  frui ts  of 
those powers shall be equally tiividetl. Such a decree in- 
volves illjustice. " * As long as men arc rrnlilic one 
another there will be a tlistinctio~l of ranlts, though the 
distinction may be mailr ta i~~ct l  by a Iwttcr yrinciplc tl1n11 
heritage. Eanl< ant1 \ rcnl t l~ \vill, I trust,  be 111 t ime distri- 
butetl accortling t o  natural I;i\rs ; l n ~ t  tlcg~.ccs of 1.i111li :\I\(\ 
\ r ea l t l~  there will a ln~ays  be ; an11 the  ncivoc;ttcs of a s y s t c ~ ~ ~  
of equality would greatly promote their cause by a fr:tuk 
recognition of this t r r l t l~.  IVllilc all evidence from \rllicf~ 
a j u t l g ~ u e ~ ~ t  cnn be for~ncd is before t l ~ c m ,  and they cnnltn 
t o  a conclusion in direct oppositio~l to t h e  evidence, I can- 
not, however much I may rcspect them on some accounts, 
think them wise and safe guides of the  people. T h e  neces- 
s i ty  of iueqaality of condition may be established thus  :- 
* " T h e r e  mus t  be an inequality of pllysical :\nil men- 
t a l  po\rrers, a t  all  events ; and tl~erefore a n  inequ:tlity in 
t h e  prottuce of individual 1;tbour. N o  one labours, or ever 
will labour, without a view to t h e  frui ts  ; and those fruits, 
I ~ o ~ v e v e r  appropriated, are  property. I f  a giant  protluces 
t en  times as n luc l~  as  a dwarf, and each is allo\ved t h e  same 
middle portion of t h e  frui ts  for his maintenance and enjoy- 
ment, is  i t  t o  be supposed t h a t  the  giant  will trouble him- 
self Ilenccforth to produce more than the  dwarf ?" 

T h e  whole of these arguments  have been apain nn(l 
again refuted. I t  has never been affirmed t h a t  t l ~ e r e  is n 
perfect equality of powers in men, o r  t h a t  equal rcmuner- 
ation for equal labour involves perfect justice ; but  i t  h a s  
been shewn tha t  sucli equality is infinitely more just  t!]an 
t h e  mode of rervartling labour under t h e  present system. 
It has likeivise been proved, from " all evicience f r o n ~  which 
a judgment  can bc formed," t h a t  incqunlity of condition, or 
t l ~  gradation of ranlts, is in  no way conncctctt with inc- 
quality of powers ; but  that,  on the  contrary, this  inequa- 
l i ty  of condition is produced and maintained by unequal 



exchanges. " 1\11 evidence," also, s11eu.s tllat i t  is the  in- 
ferior, trnd not t h e  superior, po tver~  of sOCiety t h a t  a re  
placctl in cxalteil stations ant1 possessed of c s c l ~ ~ s i v e  privi- 
leges; and t h a t  t h e  minds e.hich conceive and tlre bones 
antl muscles which execute enjoy tlle least ant1 t h e  worst 
portion of their  own creations. T h e r e  are  amongst u s  
neither giants nor dwarfs in respect to  l,roc!uction ; for 
civilisetl society is so corlstituted-prodt~ctio~l is so multi- 
farious and varied in its p:irts--mental and plrysical pow- 
ers  are generally so oppositely besto\r.etl--that there can I)e 
fount1 no occupation for wliicl~ some lncrl are  not rnore suit- 
able than others, and in \r,llicll, however incnl,acitatctl for 
o t l ~ e r  pursuits, they .rrlill not attain tlle utmost limits of liu- 
mnu pcrfectil)ility. I f  me11 do r ~ o t  now I~l)orir, ant1 ncvrr will 
labour, mithorlt a view t o  t h e  fiwits-if t l ~ c  tlcsirc to enjoy 
these frui ts  be t h e  chief spur  to  intlustry-it is certain 
t h a t  men will not 1al)our lcss cl~eerfillly and intlustriouslp 
under  a social systenr whic l~  gives t o  eacll lnan the  ~vf~o!e 
fruits of llis exertions, t11;ul t l ~ e p  (lo ilndcr tllc present 
system, in . r r l~icl~ every man toils with t h e  certain conviction 
tha t  nearly three-fourths of his j u s t  reward \.trill be slval- 
lon.etl u p  by the  exactious of jjrofit and interest, and by 
gorernmental imposts of every Itind. Thus, in  whatever 
l ight  vie\red-nvl~ether tested by theory or fact,-tlic pre- 
sent system discloses nothing but  wealtness and rottelrness ; 
and is so constitutionally defective and corrupt,  i t s  inhe- 
r e n t  principles of i n e q l ~ l i t y  so peq~ctua l ly  operating, t h a t  
i t  al\r.ays mus t  Ile, as  experience shews i t  alivays has been, 
destructive of every jus t  goyernmental institution. Bub 
there are  many other  a rg~rments  brougllt against t h e  sys- 
tem of comm~rnity of possessions, antl t l ~ e y  all equally 
carry their  refutation along with them :- 

" W h e n  the  advocates of a common stocli can sliou~ tlrat 
tlleir system aucments capi tal  and regulates population 
more effectrlally than t h e  system under  which indivitlual 
property is heltl, their ~ ) rc tens ior~s  will be regarded with 
Inore firvour than they have l ~ i t l ~ c r t o  enjoyed." It has 
Lcen shewn t h a t  the  joint-stock modification of community 
of possessions Innet, from i t s  principles and i t s  mode of 
action, augment  and regulate capital t o  any  amount of 
popul;rtion, without having recourse t o  any  of tllose incfli- 
cbient expetlicnts rvflich are  now tlevisetl to  restrict popula- 
lation to t h e  powers of capital. Again :- 

I( I I e re  is  an engagement to  find em~)lo!~me~lt for all \ r l ~ o  
\roaltl not or co111d not procure i t  for tllemselres. R'on-, ;IS 

t h e  employmcl,t of 1;tborlr nrust tlcl)crlc\ on t h e  srllsis/orce- 
f~c?~d, no law on cart11 can enforce the e7~rplqyme~lt qf'7,rore 
Iuborir tlln7t that  a f i ~ 7 t i l  C R I ~  S I I ~ I > O Y ~ . "  T h e  fi~llacy of tllis 
argume!rt in reference to  tire joint-stocl; sys te~n  has  :rlre;ltly 
bee11 shewn ; for i t  will i~ l , l~ lv  only to  the  present system, 
wit11 its limited i tmoul~t  of money. There  are  now imple- 
ments  and macllincs in abulrtlal~ce to  fill t h e  hands of all 
n~en-tl~ere is  no clcscription of n-enltlr wllicl~ is nut 
\var~tetl--n~en :,re supported, in some way, n.lletller tlrey 
work or not-nnd tlley are  idle i n  thot~santls because tile 
ciipitalists have not money nl!crerr.ith t o  set t l ~ c t n  to  \\orli. 
If this " subsistence f~rud" be nroney, i t  can be col i l r~ct l ,  ;is 
we 11;1\.e secli, to any nmollnt ; if t l ~ c  tcrnr I ~ n r e  rutcrence 
t o  food, c l o t l ~ i n ~ ,  and ~ ~ t e t ~ s i l s ,  gluttctl  ~nnrl te ts  of every 
kind s l ~ e w  t l ~ t  there is  :t stoclc of tllesc tlriugs a~nl ) ly  suf- 
ficient to  s1111~)ly t h e  \vllolc labouring coollrnlrttrity of t h e  
United Ring:!oln unt i l  t l ~ c i r  labour has crented another 
stock. T h e  joint-stocl; movement \rill (10 a\rlay a t  once 
wit11 all these difticulties ; for i t  will create a represeota- 
tive for this sub;istcnce fu11t1-it \\rill s y s t e n ~ a t i o ~ l l y  direct 
t h e  combi~leil energies of t h e  prot1uctir.e classes t o  t h e  c r e L  
tion or  \vealtI~ - i t  \rrill second these efforts by t h e  most 
powerful machines mlricll ingcnuitv can invent-and i t  will 
t h u s  insure t o  men the  enjojrmentof  :In arnounb of ~rea l t l l  
such as they can now scarcely conceive of. B u t  tlre prc- 
sent  system is of such a cl~aracter  tha t  i t  will adnlit  of no 
;~pplianccs capable of effecting tlre en(1s desired. Alt l~ouglr  
all  labour is a t  all times supportctl, i t  cannot allrays be set 
in  motion ; and even wlren se t  in motion, there is no secu- 
r i ty  t l ~ a t  i t  sh;tll continue active-there is  no power citpa- 
ble of deterrniniug ~vlrether  " panics" sl~illl or s11;lll not 
take place, nncl 1'11t a stop to lwo(111ction an(1 doom the' 
labourer t o  starvation. So long as society is  mni~ttainetl or* 
its present princil)les, t h e  renledies of tlie political econo- 
mists tent1 only to  confuse and bewilder t h e  inquirer ; for 
they  atford no sntisf.actory solution of t h e  anomalies exist- 
ing on all sides, and they cannot determine t o  mlrat estent ,  
or for what  time, particular evils sllall be endured. T h a t  
conlmunity is the  one th ing  needful, llo\vever, is shewn by 
i t s  atlaptntion to overconle every ditficulty rrliicll the  econo- 
mist  i l~ec t s  with iu  t h e  present system :- 
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" T h e  power to pzlrchase (i. e. yield an eclnivaTei~t for 
value received) is the renl  nnd t hc only desideratum. It is 
t h e  in~npaca ' t~y of f i ~ r n i s h i n ~  eq~livalents for t h e  pro- 
ducts  they wish to  obtain, t h a t  involves so many in want 
antl wretchedness. T h e  more, then, t h a t  this  c;ipacity is 
ii~crcasetl, and t h e  more the  fi~cilitp of is  ill- 
creased, t h e  more will t h e  condition of society be improvecl." 
W h a t  can be a stronger argument, with an econon~ist,  for 
t h e  i o t r o d u c t i o ~  of t l ~ e  joint-stocli movement ? And, 
agaln :- 

I' Every measure t h a t  has any tendency to add to fhe 
g)o?ver of labour, or t o  reduce tlre cost of t h e  comn~o(litics 
~)roducctl I)p i ts  agency, mus t  atltl proportionally to  our  
power of obtaining wealth and riclles; while every mea- 
sure o r  regulation w111ch has any tcntlency to waste labour, 
or to  raise t h e  cost of producing commotlities, must  eqrlally 
lessen th i s  power. This, then, is t h e  simple and decisive 
test hp which Ire :we to j r~ t lge  of t h e  expediency of every 
measure affecting the  ~ v r a l t h  of the  country." I f  adding 
t o  the  quant i ty  of labour have anything to do with add ing  
t o  i t s  power-if t h e  unlimited application of machinery 
11,zve anything to do with the  increase of th i s  power-then 
mill t h e  joint-stock system bear t h e  test  here applied to  all 
measures affecting production. 

B u t  i t  is im~wssible to notice all the  arguments  brought  
forward by the  economists in favour of a change, or tlte 
contradictions which they fall into when denouncing t h e  
system of community. FV11ile one says t h a t  "capital i s  
not  lilcely t o  be cared for when i t  belongs to  everyboily, 
t h a t  is, nobody;" and t h a t  "common-stoclc institutions 
\roultl soon become a s  so many \vorkhouses, or pauper bar- 
racks ;" another a f i rms  t h a t  " t h e  experience of all ages 
and nations proves t h a t  high wages, or increaserl f a c i l i ~ t e s  
Jor obtaining enjo?jment, arc  a t  once t h e  keenest spur, t h e  
most powcrfnl stimulus, t o  unremit t ing and assiduous cxer- 
tion." And,  again :-If Give to any people t h e  ponrer of 
accumillating, and we may depend upon i t  they will not be 
disinclined t o  use i t  effectively. ' * N o  instance can 
be produced of any people having ever missed an opportu- 
n i ty  to  amass." 

It lias long been a grievance to  t h e  capitalist t h a t  there 
should be any poor laws-any arrangemeilts t o  compel him 
to  refuud a small portion of his ill-gotten gains for the 

support o l ' t l ~ e  trncmployc(2 and starving !rorlcing man, An 
experinlent is now being matlc t o  detern~iln: w h e t l ~ c r  these 
IRIVS n ~ a y  1)e abolisl~ed mith safety to  those accnmulations 
of wealth n.11icll r n ~ ) ; ~ c i t y  has succeedetl in s c r a p i ~ ~ g  toge- 
ther. H e r e  is a confession t11;~t poor-laws ougllt not t o  
exist ; and likcmrise 311 acl;nolv1edgment of t h e  dificultics 
w h i c l ~  lie in  t h e  way of set t l ing the  mutter under t h e  pre- 
sent system-ciificulties \rhicli can have no esistence in t h e  
joint-stoclc modification :- 

" Sillcc intligence occasions misery, a n d  disposes to  vice, 
t h e  welfrire of society rcqr~ires  the grentcst possible reduc- 
lion of' the n7cnlber of the indigcnl. " * %'lint, then, 
mus t  1)c (lone to  lessen tile nrlmber of tlrc indigent, now 
so friglitfully increasing ? T h e  subsistcl~cc fund ~nrrst be 
enrl~lqyed pl.otlttctivc{y, ;iutl capi t ;~l  and labour be allorrctl 
to  take their  ~int~u.;il  course; i. e., thcpcrlq~cr  .~l/slcm m l l ~ f ,  
by s o n ~  men~rs o r  o&/tc~,  be e,v/i~lgrrishcd. * + None  of 
the  remedies 11al.e strucli a t  t h e  root of t h e  evil, ant1 I ~ O I I C  

co~lltl t l~ercforc e f k c t  lasting gootl. T h e  test is jus t  this ; 
(lo they tend to lcssoz ihe nlr~ttbers qf the iliciigent 2" I t  is  
well 1;nonrn horn t h e  capitalists ~ r o u l d  "lessen the  numbers  
of t h e  indigent"-by clegrad:ition, and expatriation, antl 
actual starvation. T h e  prese~l t  system so steels the  rich 
man's heart  t o  every generous emotion-suffers Itis selfish- 
ness to  reign so blintlly p;iramount-that he  untltinl<ingly 
strikes a blow a t  11is fellow-man 1v11icl1 mus t  ultimately 
recoil upon himself. T h e  joint-stock system, ho\vever, af- 
fords a natural antl a ready lncans of escape from t h e  evils 
connected with an intligent ant1 ~ ~ n e m p l o y e d  population ; 
for i t  is confesseil that-" t h e  only t r u e  secret of assisting 
t h e  poor, is  t o  niakc tliem ngen(s in bettering tAeir own 
conditio)z, and to supply them, not with a te~npornry sti711rr- 
Ii1s, b ~ ~ t  with a p e r n l a ~ t e ~ l t  enerpy.: 

T l ~ e  admissiorls of t h e  economtsts go  not only t o  s l i o ~ r  
t h a t  tho  present social system is  rndically defective, antl 
t h a t  a better may be established, but likenrise t h a t  t h e  
people 11:tve a perfect r igh t  to  institute a n y  cl~anges they  
may think necessary. I n  regard t o  property, oue of t h e  
great  requisites for the  subversion of tile present system, i t  
is confessetl that-" Proper ty  is held by convenlio)~nI, not 
nrrturnl r igh t  ;" rvliich is  a plain admission t h a t  t h e  wealth 
claimed by t h e  capitalist is his only by sufferance, an&, 
tilerefore, tha t  it must  be be given up mlien this  sufferance 
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mills i k  It is likewise i ~ ~ k n ~ ~ l e d g e d  t h a t  enormous 
p i r a t e  propcrty " is t h e  great  llarbourage of crime and 
misery, t h e  adversary of Itnowledge, t h e  corrupter of 
peace, tlre extinguisher of faith and charity." It is also 
confessed t h a t  such undue accumulations are  destructive of 
equitable governmental institutions : --<< Enormous privatch 
xvealth is irlconsistent with tlre spirit  of republicanism. 
Weal th  is power ; and Zar,pe nmoiitlts of power ought not 
to rest in the hands of ind~viduuls." 

B u t  t h e  capitalists, Ilalf-conscious of t h e  wrong commit- 
ted by them, and tlrcading cvil in  every trivial commotion, 
find t h a t  t h e s u n  of \~.errlth, however brightly it may shine, 
affords bu t  lit t le warmt l~ .  Tlrosc catrrlot enjoy present 
l!lensurcs who !oolc to t h e  future with doubt  or drcatl;  ant1 
to tletcr the  Inasses frorrr :rttcmptirlg to  obtain clr:~r~gcs be- 
l~eficial to them, whethcr  social or governmcntal, forebo- 
d i n g  Capital thus  croalcs :- 

" L e t  a nation of t \ renty millions of people, by any act 
of folly, drive capi tnl  awyl/ Jionz them, ant1 famine, pesti- 
lence, civil war, nlidniuht murder, rapine, and every other 
dreadful calamity mou?d follow t h e  unnatural  violation of 
t h e  laws of God and man. T h e  twenty millions moilld soo 
he  reduced to one million ; t h e  country would fall back .a  
thousand years. W e  shoulil all be idle, bu t  our  idleness 
woulcl r ~ o t  feet1 and clothe us  ; Ire might  all desire to  labour, 
but there \rou!d be no occumulu~ions to give us pro3 ta l le  
labour. T h e  friend mhorn we had driven from 11s noll!d 
never return. W e  could not go  t o  t h e  capital ; t l ~ e  cnpi tal  - 
would not come l a c k  to us." 

T h e  preposterous stupidity contained in this  idle r a n t  
has  been sufficiently exposed alrcstly. It has been shewn 
t h a t  capital callnot be driven arkay, nor talicn away ; ant1 
that ,  vr7ere every capitalist to  depart  from t h e  country, artd 
take away every ounce of gold ;tnd silver contair~ed in it, 
p r o d u c t i o ~ ~  might  still g o  forvvard as  cffectually, and accu- 
mulations of produce be made as  securely, as  a t  the  ~ ~ ~ e s e n t  
moment. T h e  long t rain of direful calamities here prog- 
nosticated would have nothing t o  do with anp  such removal 
of t h e  capitalists and their  money. A s  t h e  case stands, 
t h e  people could go to the cnl~itnl-they could labour- 
they could produce-they coulrl enjoy. B u t  no such remo- 
val of t h e  ca~)italists, and no other event affecting the  peace 
or t h e  welfare of society for a single moment, need be anti- 

cipated. T h e  change contcnrlcil for is  neither necessarily 
proc!uctive of such a s tate  of t l~ iogs ,  nor h:is it, of itself, 
tile most remote connection wit11 anarchy or socia! disor- 
der. I t  is sirnl)ljr a tr:lding transaction bet\vcen man ant1 
man-a bargain and s;~le-in which i t  is  to  thc  interest of 
both partics t h a t  the  affair s l~ould be eql-litably antl ami- 
cably adjnsted. Tlrerefore all these doleful forebodings of 
t h e  evils a t tendant  on certain changes, as  they do not ;tpply 
t o  the  n~ovemcnt  contetnl)l~tetl, arc  of no more u-ciglrt 
tlran the  m:td o ~ ~ t c r i e s  of tile Chinese, (luring an eclipsc of 
t h e  moon, to  frighten a\vity t h e  drayon tlicy sul)posc to be 
tlcrouring lrcr. 1311t t l ~ c r c  a re  otltcr prol)lrccics rc3pccting 
cliangcs :- 

L C  Jlitn 1i111st and will 1 ) ~  bcttcr scrrccl :IS tlrc world grows - 
oltlcr ; but i t  \rill 1)c I)!] gioing the e t e r ~ ~ a l  Iums of' socic/!/ 
f i i r  plr.zy, :u~d  11ot by a t tc tnp t i l~g  to subvert tllcm." S11ch 
'fair pI;ry can be given only in  n s ~ ~ c i a l  s y s t e n ~  of comtnunity 
of posscssions. i 2 g : ~ i ~ ~  :-'I A n  imti~cnse xnnjority of c w r j  
civilisccl l)eol'le are  versing t o ~ r a r d s  n ~iilitunl npreenlcnt to  
give, in order t h a t  t o  each may be given, full measure, 
presscd donw, anrl shnl;en together, and running over. 
Such  is tile plenty in which God sl!onrers his gifts among 
11s ; ant1 such is the manner in 1rhic11 Ile rr~ould have us 
yield encll to  t h e  other." I s  th i s  a picture of tlle present  
s ta te  of inequality itntl injr~st ice in ovcry 1.ind of measure? 
-or is  i t  :I view of a s tate  of society to  come ? And,  
again :-" N a t u r ; ~ l  aafinities are  ever acting, even now, in  
opl)osition to  circr~mstance. Tl1c.y mill ill time direct u s  to 
the rliie control of circzla~slnnce." It is the  one great  entl 
of t h e  social c11;unge untlcr consitlerntion, to  enable men 
thus  to  control the  circnnistnnces . ~ r . l ~ i c l ~  surround and in- 
f i ~ ~ c n c e  tliern. F o u r  tllous;lnd yc:lrs have atforded sntti- 
cicnt proof of t h e  incoml)ctency of t h e  present system to 
give men th i s  power ; a11(1 t h e  espericncc ncquirctl (luring 
these successive agcs will shortly cn;tble t l ~ c n i  to  construct 
and establish a system calc~~latet i  to  nlal;e man all tha t  Ire 
trould I)e. A s  encouragen~cnts, then, t o  perseverance, t h e  
same authorities confess that- 

"It is useless to stl-uggle in any  way a g i n s t  t h a t  pro- 
gress of socicty vvl~osc tcntlencies arc  t o  nial;e olr! of u s  
more comfortable, more instructed, morc virtuous, ant1 
tlrcrcfore morc 11:lppy. " * It is not fnr us  to point on t  
what tilap be esl)cctect fro111 t l ~ e  collective escrtions of 
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society to  mitigate o r  to  remove t h e  llartial o r  temporary 
evils which follow in the  train even of improvement. Of 
one th ing  we are certain. Society can never interfere t o  
stop tlie improvement ; and if any portion of society, who 
feel t h e  intlividaal s ~ ~ f f e r i n g ,  b u t  cannot see the  general 
good, should interfere, with an unavailing violence, to  at-  
t e m p t  to  cliecli t h a t  which mus t  go fortvartl, then the  laws 
of society mus t  s tep in to protect us  all, themselves a m o ~ g s t  
t h e  number, from the  consequences of lawless acts." Ancl 
this, while i t  affords encouragement to  the  fearful and the  
xvaverir~g to go boldly onurartl i n  t h e  march of improve- 
ment, she\rs t h e  u t te r  f r~ t i l i ty  of all attempts, by intlivi- 
tluals arid classes, to retard t h e  common progress of things. 
Antl, again :- 

" T l ~ e  time will come, t r u s t  me, when t l ~ e r e  will be an 
end of t h e  system under .r~Iiich we suffer. It cannot al- 
ways be tha t  t h e  law mill snatch t h e  bread from t h e  intlus- 
trious to  give i t  to  the  idle, and t u r n  labour from i t s  natural 
cltannel, itnil tlefrautl i t  of i t s  due  rclvard, and allthorise 
t h e  selfslr and dissolute t o  mock a t  tliose who prize inde- 
pendence, and who bind themselves to  self-denial t h a t  tliey 
may practice charity. T h e  t ime will come, clepentl upon 
it, when t h e  nation will effectually take t o  hear t  such in- 
justice as  this. There  is much to undo, much t o  rectify, 
before the  labours of t h e  poor, i n  their  prime, sliall secure 
t o  them a serene old age ;  bu t  t h e  t ime will come." 

Such, then, a re  t h e  discouragements and tlte encourage- 
ments of t h e  political economists respecting social changes. , It is confessed by them t h a t  some grea t  change is neces- 
sary-that a bet ter  s ta te  of things mus t  ultimately be 
established-that t h e  nation may inst i tute  a n y  changes 
which i t  thinks proper-and they likewise point out  t h e  
chief principles and modes of action tha t  mus t  he kept  in  
view in any change t h a t  may be instituted. T h u s  every 
ground of cloubt and hesitation is removed, and a broad anti 
solid field of action is  presented to t h e  people, even by 
those adversaries who have heretofol-e ignorantly doomed 
them to destroction. T h e  present movement will be b u t  
t h e  adding of another l i t ~ k  t o  t h e  long c l ~ a i n  of human 
history; ant1 as  one link has never yet  been t h e  
counterpart of another, we need not be surprised or a pr armed 
if  t h e  contemplated change be somewhat different from 
those which have preceded it. 

C O N C L U S I O N .  

HAVING 1)1'0cced~d step b y  s tep through t h e  es i s t ing  
social system, nnd observed ~ v h c r e i ~ ~  is i t s  strengtli  as \re11 
as i t s  mcal;ncss-li:lvingg srirveyed one by one i ts  e len~cnta of 
power, ant1 bclrelcl t l ~ e i r  proper and improper co~nbinations 
and apl~linnccs-having vie\veil sorne of the  innumerable 
bl~rttells ant1 evils n.hicli th i s  system has for ages imposed 
npou tlie 1)rotIuctivc classes, and csnmiued t h e  various rc- 
medies suggesteit for a l l e v i a t i ~ ~ g  or r e n ~ o v i ~ l g  the  natiooal 
distresses-it now remains for these oppressetl ant1 despised 
classes t o  detrrlnine wl~ct l ier  a n y  and ~vl ia t  changes shall 
t ake  place, and t o  fix upon a t ime for action. 

Before all tliings, and above all  tliings, tliere mus t  k 
amongst them a witle-spread knotvledge of t h e  wrong and 
tlie re~nedy-the means and t h e  end. Unti l  they  obtain 
th i s  Iinowleclge-until they ac t  in accordance with tlie dic- 
tates of this  linowledge, and uni te  their  energies into one 
mass and direct them to one end-they mill continue tobe ,  
a s  they always have been, t h e  tools and t h e  dupes of their  
fello~vs. If there bc ally ainong then1 who are contented 
wit11 tlieir present position in society and  their  fu ture  
prospects-who believe t h a t  tlieir Creator made them t o  be 
t h e  slaves ant1 tlie prey of tlieir fellow-men-who are wil- 
ling, when worn ou t  by years of toil, to  lie down on t h e  
highway side and  die like dogs-if tliere be any such 
antoag ~vorl t ing Inell, they will not ask for a social change; 
b u t  if there be tliose who believe t h a t  t h e  r ights  of men 
a re  eqilal-that man can claini no dominion over man- 
t h a t  life was given for another purpose than t h a t  of being 
s p e ~ i t  i n  one unvarying round of incessant toil-then will 
they demand, and tliey \rill ]lave, a cliauge in t h e  p reser~ t  
s ta te  of things. I f  there be any nmong t h e  nliddle and 
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up1)er classes who aspire to  no higher gratifications than 
those which t h e y  now enjoy-who find existence, as  i t  is, 
wit11 no void unfilletl, no yearnings unsatisfi cd, no dark  o r  
doubtful filturity-such men will call all social changes 
visionary ; b u t  if these ilivisions of society, surrouniled a s  
they a re  by  every th ing  thn t  ingenuity and labour can cre- 
ate, feel t h a t  n;lture requires t h e  exercise of o t l ~ e r  powers 
than  those of t h e  stomach-that there are  within them t h e  
germs  of faculties and feelings t h a t  now find no soil i n  
~vhiclr to  grow-that fu ture  security has no firm founda- 
tion-they n~i l l  listen \vhcti a change is spoken of ;  t h e y  
\rill inquire into t h e  nature antl in ten t  of life, with all its 
faculties and capacities, and t l ~ c y  ~irill confess t h a t  there is  
much in the  present system which needs revision and  
nmentlment-that tltere is n1ucJ1 wanting, and n ~ u c ? ~  lvltich 
ought  to  bc altogether annillilated. 

I n  whatever way the  existing system of separate inclivi- 
dual interests is coml)arctl with tlle systcnl of combinetl 
individual interests, tile superiority of t l ~ c  l a t t e r  is al)pa- 
ren t  in  i ts  every modification. I f  general 1)11ysical comfort 
nnd security from want be al l  t h a t  is desired, t h e  system 
of community of possessions and eqnality of r ights  is t h e  
proper system-if tlte uniform practice of charity ancl mo- 
rality, and t h e  absence of all incentives t o  ill-will, and  t h e  
~iniversal spread of social love, have anything t o  do 154th a 
social system, then  is  t h e  system of cornrnunity of posses- 
sions a desirable system-if t h e  advancement of science 
and art,  tlie proper cultivation and exercise of t h e  intellec- , 
tual  fitculties, and  t h e  existence of facilities for carrying 
into effect every regulation w l ~ i c h  matured wisdom can de- 
vise, be desirable in a social system, then is  t h e  system of 
community of possessions t h e  best of all systems. 

89en have hi therto endcavouretl t o  incite each other  t o  
gooil actions merely by inculcating t h e  principles of justice 
and morality. Surroundin,rr circun~stances-all t l ie mo- 
tives to  goor1 and t o  bad practices-have never been taken 
into the  account;  and as, under  t h e  present constitution 
of society, t h e  majority of circunlstartces a re  unfavoura- 
ble to  t h e  practice of the  principles inculcated, these prin- 
ciples are necessarily ineflicacious, and all b u t  useless. Be- 
f w e  men can control action, they must  control t h e  incen- 
tives to  action ; for principles a rc  valuable only iu yropor- 
tion as they  can be acted upon, and as t h e y  apply to  t h e  

nrants and exigencies of mankind. From t h e  common con- 
stitution of things, and their  action and re-action upon 
each other, i t  is certain that  every man has l ~ i s  pr ice- that  
there is a boundary beyoatl whic l~  allurements cannot be re- 
sisted-that t h e  abseucc of an adequate temptation is t h e  
comnlou preserverof all l ~ o n e s t  men. Principle and profit, 
therefore, mus t  ever be on one side; for if they be opposed, 
there can I)e no stability i n  character, no safe clcpendenw 
on virtue, no certainty t h a t  morality will a l~vays  be trium- 
phant. Experience proves t h e  t r u t h  of th i s  assertion, 
Ilorrever mortifying i t  may be to  human vanity; for neither 
morality nor religion, of then~selves, a re  capable of impel- 
l i l ~ g  men, on all occasions, " t o  do  as tltey mould be done 
by.'' Almost every circu~ustnncc by mlric11 me11 :ire trow 
sr~rrouncied hourly incites tl,crn to  break t l i rol~gh t h e  
observa~~cc  of t l ~ i s  great  I:L\V, I~o\rever principle tu;r!. s p ~ l r  
then1 on to i t s  fi~lfiltnent ; all(], tllcreforc, u111ess t l ~ e s c  cir- 
cumstanccs be cotttrolled and dircctctl so a s  t o  condocc t o  
t h e  end tlesired, ~ ) r i n c i ~ ) l c  will I)e oftener heart1 of from tlre 
m o u t l ~ s  than perceircrl ill tlre nctiorrs of I I ~ ~ I I .  T h e  prin- 
ciples of justice and equality .rvhich have been already con- 
sitlered, will thus  create and control circumstauces favour- 
able t o  t h e  practice of morality and charity, and tlrereby 
render i t  more easy for men t o  do as  they would be done 
by, than t o  adopt a contrary course. 

Many persons, taking :L view of t h e  present condition of 
society jus t  as  uarro'tv as t h a t  of t h e  economists antl poli- 
ticians, ascribe most of t l ~ e  existing evils t o  the  absence of 
knowledge amongst tlre people ; ancl, to supply this  one th ing  
needful, they mould establish a national system of education, 
and confer on all Inen t h e  power of reatling and writing. 
As present evils, l~owever, tlepenrl on the  present constl- 
tution of society, knowletlge alorle \rill not lrave t h e  po\rrer 
t o  r e ~ n e d y  t l len~,  so long as this corlstitrltion is maintainetl. 
Physical con~for t  is the  only base on ~vltich popular con- 
tentment  and social Ilarmony can be reared, and. tlre olrly 
fi)untiatiolr on whicll linon~letlge and morality can have a 
permanent existence, and v,orli ou t  t l ~ e i r  proper results. 

Tlre cultivation of t h e  intellect-the creation of new 
wants and wishes-so far from rendering t l ~ e  body insen- 
sible t o  toil and privation, and tlie n>ind callolls to  degra- 
dation antl injury, \\.ill iufinitely increase tlleir susceptibi- 
l i ty  to  all t l ~ e s e  impressions, and render irlsupportable t h a t  
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which mas once an almost rrnconscious burthen. Icnow- 
Iedge will conduce to the advancement of virtue and 
morality only while i t  is allied to conlparative ease of con- 
dition : if the condition remain stationary, and tlte knorv- 
ledge and the wants go forward, vice and crime will like- 
wise progress, for they are more dependent on physical dis- 
comfort than on ignorance. The cliseontentment of men 
arises from the inadequacy of their means to satisfy their 
wants; and everything ~vhich tends to multiply wants 
without likewise multiplying means-which disturbs the  
equilibrium naturally existing in connection with a low 
scale of animal and intellectual existe11cewi11 lead to 
social convulsions, and the subversion of existing systems. 
Every political demonstration, and every trades' union com- 
bination, are no more than the worltings of intellect to 
raise the physical to the intellectual man-to increase the 
means to the wants-to enable conception and execution to 
keep pace with each otltcr. 

While some of tlte advocates for political changes boldly 
confess that  no beneficial measure can be obtained unless 
the people have recourse to violence, others maintain that  
everything may ~lltimately be acquired by,persuasion. The 
possession of political ower will, or will not, benefit the  
working class. I f  i t  go benefit them, why are the work. 
i ~ g  men of republican America in the situation described? 
-and if i t  be of no use, why should i t  be contencled for 
in preference to all other things ? Let  i t  he supposed that  
universal suffrage and all the other political requisites are ' 
obtained-that every member of Parliament is sent by 
working men, and is l~irnself a working man-suppositions 
all but impossible to exist conjointly. SO long as the 
House of Lords and the  Crown form part of the govern- 
ment, a parliament of this kind ~vould be fettered in every 
movement, sntl every act would be null and void. I;et i t  
then be supposed that  these two great obstacIes to political 
improvement are removed, and that  a11 governmental power 
is vested in the  prod~rctive population-a supposition more 
improbable than any of the  preceding. One of the first acts 
of a government thus constituted would be to interfere 
between the employer and the employed. Lams would be 
made to increase wages and decrease the hours of labour 
-machinery mould in many cases be put  do~vn-the power 
of refusing employment, to obnoxious persons would be 

taken from the employer-and the commercial regulations 
of society would be subject toperpetual variations to meet 
the of particular classes of producers. ill1 
these would be social changes-they would affe,t the rela- 
tive positioll of the classes now constituting society, with- 
out remedying the  evils dependent on this division-and 
production mould be carried on by complicated and ever- 
changing arrangements-alternately depressing one class 
and exalting another, and malting soc~ety a hot-bed for 
tyranny and hatred. 

All the changes contended for by the politicians or 
tile trades' unionists, must, to be effective, interfere with 
the existing arrangements of society, and thus would be, in 
reality, social cltnnges. It is as plainly perceived by the  

that s ~ ~ c l t  mould be the case, as i t  is perceived by 
tltcm that tllc worliman is tliscolltented with his lot. The 
witots and wishes of t l ~ e  prodncers are seen in all their 
actions, and s l~ inc  forth in all their movements. Such 
being tlte case-seeing nothing before h i ~ n  but the seizure 
of llis property ant1 the subversion of his authority if the 
working men obtaiu political power-is i t  to be supposed 
that  the capitalist will put  a weapon into the hands of his 
natural enemy-that he will, by giving political power to 
his serf, nln the risk of losing his own station and accumu- 
latiorts without any equivalent ? Little is known of human 
nature by those who suppose that  the capitalists or their 
government will commit such a suicidal act mtless com- 
pelled by the physical force of their atlversaries. T h e  in- 
tcllectual powers of the  workman are I~eld  in so much 
contempt-he and his capacities are so thoronghly derided 
and despised by the other classes of society-that every- 
thing calculated to benetit him in the remotest degree, or 
to take anything from the  dominion of the  capitalist, mill 
be withhelil untll the last moment that i t  can be retained 
wit11 safety to the powers that  be. Thns, as political 
power, of itself, would be so unrvieldy a weapon in tlte 
hands of the working man-as every probability is against 
the acquisition of such power by any means short of phy- 
sical force-it cannot for a motnent be weighed against the  
safer and more equitable mode of going a t  once into tha t  
stnte of community which must ultimately be the  end of 
all these other changes ; and this can be done by means 
of purchase, without the application of force or the  accom- 
paniment of civil commotion. 



I n  regarding any nntf every r e n ~ e d y  whiclr real or pre- 
tended friends may ofer to  them, t h e  \rorlcing class should 
take a broad and coniprellensive vicn. of their present posi- 
tion as  a whole-tlre amount  of their toil, their dependence 
on and subjection to otller classes, t h e  inadequacy of their  
remuuerltion, and their i)robable condition in old age-and 
tes t  all these remedies by t h e  influence which tlley are  
llliely to  exer t  on this  position. Wllen t h e  producer is  
toltl t o  seelc for t11e acquisition of political power-to con- 
tend for this  or tha t  particular gavel-nmental measure- 
he should inquire of all xr ho n.oultl tli~.ect ?rim :-<( Xri1l 
this  change lighten my toil, increase my enjoyments, add 
to m y  intlepentlencc, i n ~ t ~ r e  n ~ e  ~vorl; and r c ~ n ~ l n c r a t i o n  
until  age, and then supjiort n ~ e  con~fortably unt i l  tlcath ?" 
I t  is to ac(lt~ire all t l ~ i s  tlut nlen asli for cllangcs, :tnil i t  is 
for the  ol)positc s tate  of things t h a t  they want a rcmctly. 
E v e r y  remedy, therefore, ccrl~ich s l~rinl ts  from t h e  applica- 
tion of t h e  test  of equality of rights-every remedy wtriol~ 
professes merely to  modify t h c  position of t h e  ~ror l t ing  
class ns a ntorking class-every remedy which does not go  
a t  once to first principles, nnrl tend t o  t h e  removal of t h e  
causes of existing wrongs a ~ l d  evils, should be scouter1 as 
insulting alike t o  reason and t o  justice. 

I n  t h e  conflict which is now going forrrard between Blight 
and Right ,  and while rnen a re  contencling as t o  w l ~ e t h e r  
force c r  reason shall be t h e  weapon made llse of, the  espe-  
rierlce which former times afford of t h e  operation of these 
two ponrers mus t  not he neglected. S u c l ~  considerations,, 
horvever, do not affect t h e  establist~mcnt of t h e  system of 
community of possessions ; for this clepends not upon force, 
nor upon impressing t h e  governn~ent  with a conviction of 
i t s  necessity, bu t  upon t h e  acquisition of a suficient  fund 
t o  purchase the  existing accumulations either a t  once, or 
by instalments paid after obtaiuing possessiol~, on tlre 
principles already explained. 

T h e r e  have always been two r a y s  of accomplishing 
merely governmental cl~anges-one, by persunsion, ant1 
t h e  other  by  compulsion. F o r  popular r e ~ ~ o l u t i o n s  to  be 
effectual, conviction mus t  always precede force ; for force 
may establish, b u t  i t  cannot always preserve. I V t ~ e n  a 
people have no knowledge of human rights, t h e y  may be 
persuaded to submit  to  despotism, or they may be forced 
to submit :  when they possess this  kno\vlerlge in a limited 
o r  imperfect degree, it is possible t h a t  a people may over- 

throw their  government; hut, if t l i e ~ ~  thus  succeed, i t  is  
almost certain t h a t  they nlill lose all the  benefits of their  
conquest. Wlrcn, however, tile linonledge of pri11ci1)les is  
widely sprcatl, a11t1 tile desire for c l ~ a n g e  is as ~ ln i rc rsa l  as  
t h e  linou.le:lgc, tlien is  a nation t~nronql~eri i l lc ,  ant1 no 
power can long exist in 01)positiou and hostility t o  t h e  
iopula r  po\rTer. 

B u t ,  o ~ n n i ~ o t e n t  as  is t h e  ~ n i g l i t  c "  t l ~ e  oppressed ~ r h c n  
i t  t l ~ t l s  meets hand t o  hand t h e  n l ig l~ t  of t h e  oppressor, 
there is not one instance 01, recortl which s l ~ e ~ r s  t h a t  the 
people of a nation have ever yet  obtained t l ~ e  fruits of t h e  
victorv w l ~ i c l ~  force had r ~ o n  for t11en1. T h e y  l ~ a r e  never 
g e t  (lone more than built1 up a fre41 t y r f i n ~ ~ y  wit11 the  fi'ag- 
ments  of t h a t  \rhicli t l q  Ilnil pullecl don.n ; arid so 1o11g 
its t l ~ e y  leave unregnrdctl :uld unregblli~tcci t h a t  prirl- 
ciple of uuerl,lal c s c l ~ ; t ~ ~ g c s  ; w ~ t l  t11;~t inocllr;dity of contliticra 
from n11icl1 every tpr:lr~ny s p r i ~ ~ g s ,  all their  apl)cnls to pI1y- 
sic;ll force, and ;,I1 tllcir subversions of t1csl)otic ~ O V C ~ T I -  

merits for tile t ime beiuv will in no way ntlv;ct~cc tlrc pro- 
gress of t r u e  liberty. 'b11c e r ta i ! i r l i l r s~~t  of t h e  proper 
remedy does not del)end upon the  subversion of a govern- 
ment, but upon t l ~ e  destruction of t l ~ e  es i s t ing  social s!.~- 
ten1 ; and tllprefore reason, :lntl not force-cn~lviction, and 
not  co~npt~lsi~n-pr~rcI~ase,  and not pluntler-a s!.ste~natic 
app1ic:ction of co~ilbined forces, ant1 not an unt1iscil)lineti 
:tntl chaotic nioven~cut-are t h e  proper i n s t r u n ~ c ~ ~ t s  to h e  

have been given of t h e  burthens iml)oseil ulmn t h e  pro- 
rluctive by the  present armngc.rnents of society, is 
of no importance. These estim:rtcs serve :IS elucitlirtior;~ of 
t h e  existillg systeln ; alid a 1110111~lltil!~~ ~ l a l l c e  a t  tllc pre- 
sent s ta te  of society, anrl tlre income of various tlivisions, 
will she\\, a t  once t h a t  the  losses of t h e  producers have not 
beell over-rated. Alt l~ouglr  sonle of these bur t l~ens  may 
he liglltenecl, and marly esis t ing social crils may be motli- 
tied, by part ic~l lnr  g o v e r n m e ~ ~ t a l  meastires, yet  such pitrtial 
alleviation aff<i,l.tls no ground for t h e  ~nui~l tenat ice of t h e  
~)rcs"ent system. All e s i s t i ~ l g  rrrrollgs are  wrongs on prin- 
ciple-.rrlo,,gs on reason, a1lt1 justice, and e q ~ l a l  r ights-  

mus t  tllc.refor@ I)e s~bvet.tctl  011 principle. 
A s  the  I ~ ~ ~ o r ~ . l e ~ l g c  of t l ~ c  cl~aractcr  and tentlencies of the  

present s!,stcln becon~cs gcncrnlly diffused-as t l ~ e  produc- 



t i re  classes nre brought to direct their attention to A 

social instead of a governmental change-as they begin to 
unite their scattered forces, and to atlopt means for carry- 
ing  their objects into executiou-as all these preparatory 
movements are going forward, many false prophets and in- 
terested advisers will rise up and endeavour to mislead and 
delude the people. When, likewise, the nature and mag- 
nitude of the end to be attained is considered-when i t  is 
~ i e m e d  in connection with the present composition of 
society, and the ruthless and sanguinary character of the 
governments \vhich arise from society thus constitnted- 
there can be no doubt that  senatorial harangues and pulpit 
fulminations will follow each other in quick sacccssiorl 
against all innovators of existing usages. The page of 
history, fraught wit11 many a brutal ant1 bloody record of 
psernmental despotism, gives warning, also, that, when 
vituperation shall have exhaustcil all its rnatcria!~ in con- 
demnation of a social change, the  weightier arguments of 
the  cannon and the musltet will not be fur o f .  Consider- 
ations af this character, however, do not concern the  
inquirer after truth, nor do they i n  any way invaliclate the  
principles which he may bring to view. Individuals have 
not the  power to decide in ~ v l ~ a t  manner particular changes 
shall be nccomplished. Placing their trust  in principles, 
tlley calmly await the issue of events. There are mani- 
festations on all sides which tell men, in  accents not to be 
misunderstood, that  the eIements of mighty changes are 
at work ; and, whatever may be the immediate prospect, 
there are to be seen harbingers of brighter and better 
times. The light of Mind is beaming through the gloomy 
boundaries of the Age of Might, and ushering in the  Age 
of Right ! 

T H E  E N D .  
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